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The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: The Rise of Israel
This is our seventh five-week series in the Old Testament. So far, we have looked at In the Beginning, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, The Story of Joseph, Moses and the Exodus, The Law and the Land, and The Judges. Now we shift to The Rise of Israel.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	March 11
	Samuel Listens to God
	1 Samuel 3:10
	1 Samuel 1-3
	Jim Fleming

	March 18
	King Saul
	1 Samuel 10:1
	1 Samuel 8-10
	Tim Archer

	March 25
	David and Goliath
	1 Samuel 17:10
	1 Samuel 16:1-18:16
	Jim Fleming

	April 1
	David and Saul
	1 Samuel 24:10-11
	1 Samuel 23:7-24:22
	Jim Fleming

	April 15
	King David
	2 Samuel 7:8-9
	2 Samuel 5-7
	Jim Fleming



Assuming a literal interpretation of Bible dates, the following timeline is close:

For the first 2,500 years of the world’s history, the patriarchs received revelation from God passed it on orally to those around them. Around 1450 BC, the Law was given and Moses and Joshua administered it. After Moses and Joshua died, judges filled the leadership needs for Israel. Prophets intermittently helped Israel before she rose to regional power under the direction of kings (Saul, David, and Solomon).
The Rise of Israel: Samuel Listens to God
Preview: Contrasting Families and a Consistent Father
Throughout the roller-coaster ride that is the Old Testament, we see a wide variety of family situations. At the same time, we see a heavenly Father who always does the right thing at the right time.
Key thought: God always deals justly with every person (and He will raise up servants at the right time)
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Samuel 1-3 (Author = Samuel?)
1 Samuel 1
The Family of Elkanah
1 Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim Zophim, of the mountains of Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah [God has possessed or God has created] the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2 And he had two wives: the name of one was Hannah [grace], and the name of the other Peninnah [jewel]. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children [so right away we see a theme in the Old Testament: even though polygamy is present, it is never present in a happy home (the discerning reader will see the unwritten message]. 3 This man went up from his city yearly to worship and sacrifice to the LORD of hosts in Shiloh [David Guzik: Shiloh was the central city of Israel, the religious center, for almost four hundred years. The tabernacle—the majestic tent God command Moses to build when they came out of Egypt, was erected there, and in it sat the Ark of the Covenant. The Ark was the symbolic throne of God among Israel, the sacred chest containing the stone tablets of the Ten Commandments. At the Ark, once a year, the high priest would make atonement for the sins of the nation. Though it was hidden, it was a powerful and important part of Israel's religious life.]. Also the two sons of Eli, Hophni [pugilist] and Phinehas [mouth of brass], the priests of the LORD, were there. 4 And whenever the time came for Elkanah to make an offering [Offerings were commanded by the Law, but they were not for a person’s salvation (salvation has always been by grace through faith in the one and only perfect sacrifice (Jesus Christ). Offerings were for having a right relationship with God. God is in charge, so He gets to decide how a right relationship with Him is defined. For us (in the New Covenant), a right relationship with God is defined by confessing our sins, believing that Jesus’ perfect death paid for our sins, and walking in accordance with the teachings of Jesus. For them (in the Old Covenant), a right relationship with God was defined by sacrifices, believing that one day in the future the perfect once-for-all sacrifice would come, and walking in accordance with the Law.], he would give portions [portions of the remainder; Coffman: Worshippers were permitted to feast on the peace-offerings after the priests had taken their portion [side note: you never ate of the sin offering, but the peace offering and the thanksgiving offerings were fair game], and the event mentioned here was that of parceling out the food to individuals.] to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and daughters. 5 But to Hannah he would give a double [literally, a nose or angry portion, but figuratively a full or double] portion, for he loved Hannah, although the LORD had closed her womb [Who had closed her womb? The LORD]. 6 And her rival [Peninnah, Elkanah’s first wife] also provoked her severely [to provoke to anger—not just picking on—picking on until you get angry], to make her miserable [literally, to make her tremble like you tremble from thunder], because the LORD had closed her womb. 7 So it was, year by year, when she [Hannah] went up to the house of the LORD, that she [Peninnah] provoked her; therefore she [Hannah] wept [to weep bitterly in grief and humiliation] and did not eat [but Hannah was obedient]. [David Guzik: It is possible for problems at home to make your time at the house of God miserable]
Hannah’s Vow
8 Then Elkanah her husband said to her [Hannah], “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? And why is your heart grieved? Am I not better to you than ten sons?” [He appears to be either stupid, not paying attention, or both. Perhaps, he just did not see the big picture. David Guzik: Often, we don't understand God's ways, until He has finished accomplishing His purpose.]
9 So Hannah arose after they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the tabernacle of the LORD. 10 And she [Hannah] was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the LORD and wept in anguish. 11 Then she [Hannah] made a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head.” [She is honest with God and promises to make her son a lifelong/perpetual Nazarite—details on the vow of a Nazarite are found in Numbers 6]
12 And it happened, as she [Hannah] continued praying before the LORD, that Eli watched her mouth. 13 Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard [the fact that God later answers this prayer is the basis for the theological appropriateness of silent prayers]. Therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 14 So Eli said to her, “How long will you be drunk? Put your wine away from you!” [David Guzik: Hannah suffers from being misunderstood by both her husband and her high priest; our High Priest never misunderstands us (Hebrews 4:14-16).]
15 But Hannah answered and said, “No, my lord, I am a woman of sorrowful spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor intoxicating drink, but have poured out my soul before the LORD. 16 “Do not consider your maidservant a wicked [worthless] woman, for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief I have spoken until now.”
17 Then Eli answered and said, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition which you have asked of Him.” [Eli blessed Hannah]
18 And she said, “Let your maidservant find favor in your sight.” So the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad [She left her burden before God].
Samuel Is Born and Dedicated
19 Then they [Elkanah’s family] rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD, and returned and came to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew [in the biblical sense] Hannah his wife, and the LORD remembered [not in the, ‘I had forgotten her,’ sense, but rather in the, ‘I’m focusing on you now,’ sense] her. 20 So it came to pass in the process of time that Hannah conceived and bore a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, “Because I have asked for him from the LORD.” [David Guzik: The name Samuel means “Name of God” but Hannah—as was common among the Hebrews—made a pun on the name by saying that she had “asked the LORD for him.” Asked in Hebrew sounds like Samuel.]
All jokes aside, God answers prayer. Answered prayer testimony from Albert Whiting here.
21 Now the man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice and his vow. 22 But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, “Not until the child is weaned; then I will take him, that he may appear before the LORD and remain there forever.”
23 So Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do what seems best to you; wait until you have weaned him. Only let the LORD establish His word [i.e., do your part of the bargain and let God’s will be done].” Then the woman stayed and nursed her son until she had weaned him.
24 Now when she had weaned him [Samuel is probably two or three], she took him up with her, with three bulls, one ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the LORD in Shiloh. And the child was young. 25 Then they slaughtered a bull, and brought the child to Eli [this alone is a tremendous act of faith given Eli’s highly questionable parenting skills]. 26 And she said, “O my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, I am the woman who stood by you here, praying to the LORD. 27 For this child I prayed, and the LORD has granted me my petition which I asked of Him. 28 Therefore I also have lent [giving him up as requested] him to the LORD; as long as he lives he shall be lent to the LORD.” So they worshiped the LORD there [but Hannah was obedient].
1 Samuel 2
Hannah’s Prayer
1 And Hannah prayed and said:
“My heart rejoices in the LORD;
My horn [literally a horn, but figuratively used for strength and might] is exalted in the LORD.
I smile at my enemies,
Because I rejoice in Your salvation.
2 “No one is holy like the LORD,
For there is none besides You,
Nor is there any rock like our God.
3 “Talk no more so very proudly;
Let no arrogance come from your mouth,
For the LORD is the God of knowledge;
And by Him actions are weighed.
4 “The bows of the mighty men are broken,
And those who stumbled are girded with strength.
5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread,
And the hungry have ceased to hunger.
Even the barren has borne seven,
And she who has many children has become feeble.
6 “The LORD kills and makes alive;
He brings down to the grave and brings up.
7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich;
He brings low and lifts up.
8 He raises the poor from the dust
And lifts the beggar from the ash heap,
To set them among princes
And make them inherit the throne of glory.
“For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s,
And He has set the world upon them.
9 He will guard the feet of His saints,
But the wicked shall be silent in darkness.
“For by strength no man shall prevail.
10 The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken in pieces;
From heaven He will thunder against them.
The LORD will judge the ends of the earth.
“He will give strength to His king,
And exalt the horn of His anointed.”
11 Then Elkanah went to his house at Ramah. But the child ministered to the LORD before Eli the priest.
The Wicked Sons of Eli
12 Now the sons of Eli were corrupt [worthless]; they did not know the LORD [This is another one of those scary verses for those that are in service positions—just because you are in the game does not mean you are on the right team. In addition, the verse does not say they do not know about the Lord, it says they do not know the Lord. Undoubtedly, Eli had told them about God, but they did not know Him.]. 13 And the priests’ custom with the people was that when any man offered a sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come with a three-pronged fleshhook in his hand while the meat was boiling. 14 Then he would thrust it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; and the priest would take for himself all that the fleshhook brought up. So they did in Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. 15 Also, before they burned the fat [the fat was God’s part, so the priests were getting their ‘cut’ before the Lord got His], the priest’s servant would come and say to the man who sacrificed, “Give meat for roasting to the priest, for he will not take boiled meat from you, but raw.”
16 And if the man said to him, “They should really burn the fat first [i.e., you should do what God says and give Him His part first]; then you may take as much as your heart desires,” he would then answer him, “No, but you must give it now; and if not, I will take it by force.”
17 Therefore the sin of the young men was very great before the LORD, for men abhorred the offering of the LORD. [Bottom line—the sons of Eli were swindling the people and people resented them for it (Leviticus 7 goes into detail on how this process should work and it was not working that way. Remember that the Devil used to be an angel. Do not miss the fact that those that were ‘supposed’ to be spiritual were not. Question: Where is Eli?]
Samuel’s Childhood Ministry
18 But Samuel ministered before the LORD, even as a child, wearing a linen ephod [a priestly garment—it would be like a little boy wearing a preacher’s suit]. 19 Moreover his mother used to make him a little robe, and bring it to him year by year when she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice [but Hannah was obedient]. 20 And Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “The LORD give you descendants from this woman for the loan that was given to the LORD.” Then they would go to their own home.
21 And the LORD visited Hannah, so that she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile the child Samuel grew before the LORD. [If you are keeping score, that is Hannah: 6, Eli: -2]
Prophecy Against Eli’s Household
22 Now Eli was very old; and he heard everything his sons did to all Israel, and how they lay with the women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 23 So he said to them, “Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all the people. 24 No, my sons! For it is not a good report that I hear. You make the LORD’s people transgress. 25 If one man sins against another, God will judge him. But if a man sins against the LORD, who will intercede for him?” Nevertheless they did not heed the voice of their father, because the LORD desired to kill them.
26 And the child Samuel grew in stature, and in favor both with the LORD and men [This verse is similar to a verse in Acts 2 that describes the growth of the early church (God and people liked them). It is also an almost exact quote of Luke 2:52—the verse that describes Jesus’ growth and development.].
27 Then a man of God came to Eli and said to him, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Did I not clearly reveal Myself to the house of your father when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh’s house? 28 Did I not choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be My priest, to offer upon My altar, to burn incense, and to wear an ephod before Me? And did I not give to the house of your father all the offerings of the children of Israel made by fire? 29 Why do you kick at My sacrifice and My offering which I have commanded in My dwelling place, and honor your sons more than Me, to make yourselves fat with the best of all the offerings of Israel My people?’ 30 Therefore the LORD God of Israel says: ‘I said indeed that your house and the house of your father would walk before Me forever.’ But now the LORD says: ‘Far be it from Me; for those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed. 31 Behold, the days are coming that I will cut off your arm and the arm of your father’s house, so that there will not be an old man in your house. 32 And you will see an enemy in My dwelling place, despite all the good which God does for Israel. And there shall not be an old man in your house forever. 33 But any of your men whom I do not cut off from My altar shall consume your eyes and grieve your heart. And all the descendants of your house shall die in the flower of their age. 34 Now this shall be a sign to you that will come upon your two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas: in one day they shall die, both of them. 35 Then I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who shall do according to what is in My heart and in My mind. I will build him a sure house, and he shall walk before My anointed forever. 36 And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left in your house will come and bow down to him for a piece of silver and a morsel of bread, and say, “Please, put me in one of the priestly positions, that I may eat a piece of bread.”’” [God goes off through the voice of this unnamed servant to Eli about the behavior of Eli’s sons—the High Priest got a second-hand word from God]
Question: Who was this faithful priest? David Guzik: This promise was partially fulfilled in Samuel, because he functioned as a godly priest, effectively replacing the ungodly sons of Eli. The promise was partially fulfilled in Zadok, in the days of Solomon, because he replaced Eli's family line in the priesthood. The promise was ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ, because He is a priest forever according to the order of Melchezedek (Hebrews 7:12-17).
1 Samuel 3
Samuel’s First Prophecy
1 Now the boy Samuel ministered to the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare [valuable, prized, weighty, precious, rare, splendid, costly, highly valued, glorious, influential] in those days; there was no widespread revelation. 2 And it came to pass at that time, while Eli was lying down in his place, and when his eyes had begun to grow so dim that he could not see, 3 and before the lamp of God went out in the tabernacle of the LORD where the ark of God was [notice that Eli’s eyes and the lamp itself both reflect the condition of the priesthood at this time—very dim], and while Samuel was lying down, 4 that the LORD called Samuel. And he answered, “Here I am!” 5 So he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”
And he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” And he went and lay down.
6 Then the LORD called yet again, “Samuel!”
So Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” He answered, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 (Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, nor was the word of the LORD yet revealed to him [meaning: God had never talked to Samuel before and Samuel did not know God’s voice].)
8 And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. So he arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you did call me.”
Then Eli perceived that the LORD had called the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and it shall be, if He calls you, that you must say, ‘Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10 Now the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
And Samuel answered, “Speak, for Your servant hears.” [It is a beautiful thing to see obedient children. Also, God’s revelation is not based on age. God’s revelation does not discriminate based on age.]
11 Then the LORD said to Samuel: “Behold, I will do something in Israel at which both ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 12 In that day I will perform against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 For I have told him that I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knows, because his sons made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them. 14 And therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.” [Think about telling a child this information. This would have been almost overwhelming to a child.]
15 So Samuel lay down until morning, and opened the doors of the house of the LORD [this was probably one of Samuel’s jobs at the tabernacle]. And Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the vision. 16 Then Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son!”
He answered, “Here I am.”
17 And he [Eli] said, “What is the word that the LORD spoke to you? Please do not hide it from me. God do so to you, and more also, if you hide anything from me of all the things that He said to you.” 18 Then Samuel told him everything [literally, every word], and hid nothing from him [God’s man must always deliver God’s message (this character trait will be crucial for Samuel’s service going forward). Coffman: In this passage, we learn that Samuel passed the severest test that any proclaimer of God's Word must confront, that is, the necessity to convey unwelcome words of the Lord to those who need to hear them, and the task is especially difficult if the words must be spoken to those whom we love, respect and honor, as was the case in this instance with Samuel.]. And he said, “It is the LORD. Let Him do what seems good to Him.”
19 So Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba [Coffman: the northern and southern extremities of Israel] knew that Samuel had been established as a prophet [not a priest, but a prophet] of the LORD. 21 Then the LORD appeared again in Shiloh. For the LORD revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the LORD.
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Speaking the truth (like Hannah and Samuel) is hard
2. God will raise up leaders at the right time
3. God deals justly with all men and women
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Speak the truth to God, to men, and to yourself
2. Pray for and encourage godly leaders when God raises them up
3. Know that God will always do the right thing
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The Rise of Israel: King Saul
Preview: Israel Demands a King
As we review this text, notice how God allows Israel to make their own decisions even as they reject Him in the process. Yet His mercy and grace are prevalent at the same time.
Key thought:
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Samuel 8-10 (Author = Samuel?)
1 Samuel 8
Israel Demands a King
1 Now it came to pass when Samuel was old that he made his sons judges over Israel [God was the judge appointer—not man]. 2 The name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba [approximately 60 miles away]. 3 But his sons did not walk in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted justice. [It amazes me how we find one of the godliest figures in the Bible not pass on his character traits. Being holy does not necessarily make us good parents. Nor does becoming old make us weak and less able to make truly objective decisions. Does it matter that these were his children? It does seem that he faltered in this area and was unable or unwilling to address this ongoing problem. Understand, each one of us will answer for our own actions.]
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 5 and said to him, “Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” [Although it seems the motives were justified, the root request was not. David Guzik: God knew that one day Israel would have a king. Four hundred years before this, God gave instructions to Israel about their future king (Deuteronomy 17:14-20). A king was in God’s plan for Israel. King: absolute power in a man’s hand as long as he and his family/appointee lives. Judge: power appointed by God for a period to address a specific issue.]
6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” So Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. [God was going to use this situation in an attempt to teach Israel yet another lesson. I recall allowing my son David to learn a tough lesson growing up. Several of my children and I were taking a walk one day. A couple of the kids were on bicycles and we were enjoying the time together. One of my neighbors had a gravel mound in his yard and my son David set his mind on conquering it. He began begging me to allow him to take his bike and jump it but I would not allow it, explaining the possibility of “breaking his little neck.” He just would not leave it or me alone and I finally gave in by saying, “Okay son, but do not go too fast and if/when you hit the ground, I do not want you to come crying about it. He ecstatically agreed and took off. Wow, what an amazing crash but he got up brushed the gravel out of the cuts and held his composure to the best of his ability. I did run to him and consoled his little ego but at the same time, he understood that daddy was telling him the truth and needed to be listened to.] 8 According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt, even to this day—with which they have forsaken Me and served other gods—so they are doing to you also. 9 Now therefore, heed their voice. However, you shall solemnly forewarn them, and show them the behavior of the king who will reign over them.” [In spite of his hurt and rejection, Samuel still pursued God’s will in this. In doing so, this allowed the Lord to put things in the correct perspective for him. When we are treated wrongly, what is our reaction? Outside action does not force our reaction. Circumstances may influence us heavily but as Christians, we are able to have self-control in the midst of these same circumstances.]
10 So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who asked him for a king. 11 And he said, “This will be the behavior of the king who will reign over you: He will take your sons and appoint them for his own chariots and to be his horsemen, and some will run before his chariots. 12 He will appoint captains over his thousands and captains over his fifties, will set some to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and some to make his weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers, cooks, and bakers. 14 And he will take the best of your fields, your vineyards, and your olive groves, and give them to his servants. 15 He will take a tenth of your grain and your vintage, and give it to his officers and servants. 16 And he will take your male servants, your female servants, your finest young men, and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take a tenth of your sheep. And you will be his servants. 18 And you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, and the LORD will not hear you in that day.” [God takes the time to point out some of the specific oppressions that the people will face under the leadership of the world-style leader. In His wisdom, He is already showing the comparison between a loving God and the façade which we experience in a fallen world. Christ is that perfect leader. Are we looking to Christ as the real leader in our lives or are we simply going through the motions, fooling ourselves and looking good to please others?]
19 Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, “No, but we will have a king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.”
21 And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he repeated them in the hearing of the LORD. 22 So the LORD said to Samuel, “Heed their voice, and make them a king.”
And Samuel said to the men of Israel, “Every man go to his city.” [Did you hear what I heard? The Israelites had made up their minds about this and it seems there is no turning back. Therefore, God is going to allow them to make their bed and eventually lay in it.]
1 Samuel 9
Saul Chosen to Be King
1 There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite [Genesis 49:10: God’s choice was Judah)], a mighty man of power [wealth and/or influence]. 2 And he had a choice and handsome son whose name was Saul. There was not a more handsome person than he among the children of Israel. From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people. [Pretty is as pretty does. Notice that the attributes listed about Saul are exterior. Not much has changed in several thousand years. We still pay homage to the god of beauty. It is a fact that beauty will offer many more opportunities for someone. Also, notice that nothing is mentioned about Saul being a man of God. 1 Samuel 16:7b: For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart. David Guzik: Saul was exactly the type of king that the people wanted. He was the king from central casting. God is giving Israel the kind of leaders they wanted and deserved!]
3 Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. And Kish said to his son Saul, “Please take one of the servants with you, and arise, go and look for the donkeys.” 4 So he passed through the mountains of Ephraim and through the land of Shalisha, but they did not find them. Then they passed through the land of Shaalim, and they were not there. Then he passed through the land of the Benjamites, but they did not find them.
5 When they had come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was with him, “Come, let us return, lest my father cease caring about the donkeys and become worried about us.” [It is ironic that they were about to give up the search just when they were getting close to a huge blessing from God]
6 And he said to him, “Look now, there is in this city a man of God, and he is an honorable man; all that he says surely comes to pass. So let us go there; perhaps he can show us the way that we should go.”
7 Then Saul said to his servant, “But look, if we go, what shall we bring the man? For the bread in our vessels is all gone, and there is no present to bring to the man of God. What do we have?”
8 And the servant answered Saul again and said, “Look, I have here at hand one-fourth of a shekel of silver. I will give that to the man of God, to tell us our way.” 9 (Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he spoke thus: “Come, let us go to the seer”; for he who is now called a prophet was formerly called a seer.) [Seek godly wisdom. Do not confuse this with being a fortuneteller. Seer was simply an old name for prophet.]
10 Then Saul said to his servant, “Well said; come, let us go.” So they went to the city where the man of God was. [Saul seems not to have heard of Samuel, the spiritual leader and judge of Israel. This is a sad acknowledgement that Saul’s parents had failed to see the importance of pursuing God and teaching the same to their child.]
11 As they went up the hill to the city, they met some young women going out to draw water, and said to them, “Is the seer here?”
12 And they answered them and said, “Yes, there he is, just ahead of you. Hurry now; for today he came to this city, because there is a sacrifice of the people today on the high place [what a coincidence—Samuel was in the city and happened to be just in front of them]. 13 As soon as you come into the city, you will surely find him before he goes up to the high place to eat. For the people will not eat until he comes, because he must bless the sacrifice; afterward those who are invited will eat. Now therefore, go up, for about this time you will find him.” 14 So they went up to the city. As they were coming into the city, there was Samuel, coming out toward them on his way up to the high place.
15 Now the LORD had told Samuel in his ear the day before Saul came, saying, 16 “Tomorrow about this time I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him commander over My people Israel, that he may save My people from the hand of the Philistines [The God of grace and mercy. In spite of the rejection our Lord was witnessing, He was still going to use the “King” for His purpose. He was still in control.]; for I have looked upon My people, because their cry has come to Me.”
17 So when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said to him, “There he is, the man of whom I spoke to you. This one shall reign over My people.” 18 Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and said, “Please tell me, where is the seer’s house?”
19 Samuel answered Saul and said, “I am the seer. Go up before me to the high place, for you shall eat with me today; and tomorrow I will let you go and will tell you all that is in your heart. 20 But as for your donkeys that were lost three days ago, do not be anxious about them, for they have been found. And on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not on you and on all your father’s house?”
21 And Saul answered and said, “Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel, and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then do you speak like this to me?” [God honors the humble. Isaiah 66:2: “For all those things My hand has made, And all those things exist,” Says the LORD. “But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word.]
22 Now Samuel took Saul and his servant and brought them into the hall, and had them sit in the place of honor among those who were invited; there were about thirty persons. 23 And Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion which I gave you, of which I said to you, ‘Set it apart.’” 24 So the cook took up the thigh with its upper part and set it before Saul. And Samuel said, “Here it is, what was kept back. It was set apart for you. Eat; for until this time it has been kept for you, since I said I invited the people.” So Saul ate with Samuel that day.
25 When they had come down from the high place into the city, Samuel spoke with Saul on the top of the house. 26 They arose early; and it was about the dawning of the day that Samuel called to Saul on the top of the house, saying, “Get up, that I may send you on your way.” And Saul arose, and both of them went outside, he and Samuel.
Saul Anointed King
27 As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to go on ahead of us.” And he went on. “But you stand here awhile, that I may announce to you the word of God.” [Samuel used the circumstances and the telling of the future to obtain Saul’s trust. Maybe Samuel did some of these things with the hope that this humble young man would listen to Godly counsel.]
1 Samuel 10
1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head, and kissed him and said: “Is it not because the LORD has anointed you commander over His inheritance? [Private anointing. Although Saul is being anointed as the anointed king, he is really just the caretaker of the true King of Kings. David Guzik: But the idea of anointing is much bigger. What happened to Saul’s head and body was simply a picture of what God was doing in him spiritually. The Holy Spirit was being poured out on him, equipping him for the job of being king over Israel. As I reviewed these verses, I couldn’t help but be reminded that when we are saved, it is first a private anointing and then made public as a witness to what God has done and will be doing.)] 2 When you have departed from me today, you will find two men by Rachel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to you, ‘The donkeys which you went to look for have been found. And now your father has ceased caring about the donkeys and is worrying about you, saying, “What shall I do about my son?”’ 3 Then you shall go on forward from there and come to the terebinth tree of Tabor. There three men going up to God at Bethel will meet you, one carrying three young goats, another carrying three loaves of bread, and another carrying a skin of wine. 4 And they will greet you and give you two loaves of bread, which you shall receive from their hands. 5 After that you shall come to the hill of God where the Philistine garrison is [in the midst of the enemy’s camp]. And it will happen, when you have come there to the city, that you will meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place with a stringed instrument, a tambourine, a flute, and a harp before them; and they will be prophesying. 6 Then the Spirit of the LORD will come upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be turned into another man. 7 And let it be, when these signs come to you, that you do as the occasion demands; for God is with you. 8 You shall go down before me to Gilgal; and surely I will come down to you to offer burnt offerings and make sacrifices of peace offerings. Seven days you shall wait, till I come to you and show you what you should do.” [Again, Samuel is exemplifying God using him to convey these things to Saul and that the one true God can be trusted to fulfill this anointing by showing him future events and thereby allowing him to witness this evidence. Our Lord so often gives us opportunities in our lives and allows us to see all the awesome things that are potentially going to happen and then tell us to “wait” on Him and be patient.]
9 So it was, when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, that God gave him another heart; and all those signs came to pass that day. 10 When they came there to the hill, there was a group of prophets to meet him; then the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied among them. 11 And it happened, when all who knew him formerly saw that he indeed prophesied among the prophets, that the people said to one another, “What is this that has come upon the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?” 12 Then a man from there answered and said, “But who is their father?” Therefore it became a proverb: “Is Saul also among the prophets?” 13 And when he had finished prophesying, he went to the high place. [The change was evident. There was no doubt that something very visible and unbelievable had occurred in Saul’s life. Too many of us forget that we are new creatures in the Lord and this is to be evident to the world as well, all the time. As pastor Gary has said, we are the Bible that people see/read.]
14 Then Saul’s uncle said to him and his servant, “Where did you go?”
So he said, “To look for the donkeys. When we saw that they were nowhere to be found, we went to Samuel.”
15 And Saul’s uncle said, “Tell me, please, what Samuel said to you.”
16 So Saul said to his uncle, “He told us plainly that the donkeys had been found.” But about the matter of the kingdom, he did not tell him what Samuel had said. [Saul hides the fact that he has been anointed the future king. He does however let it be known that Samuel had let the m know about the livestock and they had believed and trusted him.]
Saul Proclaimed King
17 Then Samuel called the people together to the LORD at Mizpah, 18 and said to the children of Israel, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all kingdoms and from those who oppressed you.’ 19 But you have today rejected your God, who Himself saved you from all your adversities and your tribulations; and you have said to Him, ‘No, set a king over us!’ Now therefore, present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes and by your clans.” [Will you ever learn? One final time and to a larger audience and leaders of Israel, Samuel shares how through all that God has brought them that they are still ultimately turning their backs on God. There will be no excuses for what they will experience. In essence, you have made your bed and now you will lay in it. David Guzik: It is easy for us to think, “Wow, those Israelites were really stupid. How foolish it is to reject God like that!” But are we much different? Whenever we, even in the smallest way, reject God, we show the same lack of sense.]
20 And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, the tribe of Benjamin was chosen. 21 When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near by their families, the family of Matri was chosen. And Saul the son of Kish was chosen. But when they sought him, he could not be found. 22 Therefore they inquired of the LORD further, “Has the man come here yet?”
And the LORD answered, “There he is, hidden among the equipment.” [Maybe he was feeling the stress of the moment and did not want to face it]
23 So they ran and brought him from there; and when he stood among the people, he was taller than any of the people from his shoulders upward. 24 And Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see him whom the LORD has chosen, that there is no one like him among all the people?”
So all the people shouted and said, “Long live the king!”
25 Then Samuel explained to the people the behavior of royalty, and wrote it in a book and laid it up before the LORD. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house. 26 And Saul also went home to Gibeah; and valiant men went with him, whose hearts God had touched. 27 But some rebels said, “How can this man save us?” So they despised him, and brought him no presents. But he held his peace. [The One true King. Saul is reciting again the attributes that the worldly people want to see in a leader. Yet, when Christ came and walked among men, the Bible mentions none of these attributes. Yes, they still tried to set him up as the king with the idea of overthrowing the Romans, but from the beginning, God has pointed us to something much deeper than the superficial and instead pointed us to the Superior One—Jesus, our Spiritual Savior.]
Apply (What is the point?)
1. God is in good
2. God is not caught off guard
3. God exemplifies mercy and grace
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Recognize your position in Christ and be humble
2. Be honest with yourself
3. Proverbs 3:5: Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding
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The Rise of Israel: David and Goliath
Preview: Ultimate Fighting Championship
So far, in this five-week series, God has raised up Samuel in order to raise up Saul. Now, after Saul has proven himself insufficient for the task of being Israel’s king, God shows Himself to be all-wise in raising up David to take Saul’s place.
Key thought: God’s plan of redemption cannot be defeated from without or from within
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Samuel 16:1-18:16 (Author = Samuel?)
1 Samuel 16
David Anointed King
1 Now the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul [the king of Israel, whose name means, ‘desired’—which reflects Israel’s view—they desired a king], seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite [we have seen Jesse’s name before in our 100-week series—Jesse is the grandson of Boaz and Ruth]. For I have provided Myself a king among his sons.” [God is going to provide Himself a king from the line of a foreigner? Yes—because God is in the business of making beauty from ashes. Justin Harness: Samuel had a difficult task . . . he had to anoint a new king who he knew nothing about other than the act that God would choose him.]
2 And Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” [Implying that Saul had a reputation for poor responses to bad news]
But the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; you shall anoint [put oil on the forehead of in order to set aside—a ceremony to visibly pick a person for a job] for Me the one I name to you.”
4 So Samuel did what the LORD said, and went to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, “Do you come peaceably?”
5 And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then he consecrated [set apart] Jesse and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice.
6 So it was, when they came, that he [Samuel] looked at Eliab and said, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is before Him!”
7 But the LORD said to Samuel [and Samuel may have been the only one that heard this], “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” [Once again, we see the principle that God does not always choose whom we would choose. He chooses the small, the weak, and the outcasts. He did it with many in the Old Testament (Joseph, Moses, Jacob, and David).]
8 So Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?” Then he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep.”
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy [probably either red haired and pale skinned], with bright [handsome] eyes, and good-looking [he was not as good-looking as Saul—the Bible says he was the best-looking man in Israel]. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward [As contrasted with our constant indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the Old Testament saints usually only experienced short-term filling. Most commentators feel David is 10-15 years old at this time. David would not take the throne for another 20+ years.]. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah.
No celebration, no pomp, no circumstance—just a private ceremony where David’s family and Samuel were the only ones that knew what happened. The text does not even tell us that Samuel told David or his family what he was anointing him to be. It may have been secret to keep Saul from finding out.
Also, remember the story of Joseph when God gave Joseph the dreams of being famous. What did Joseph do? He flaunted that soon-to-be fame in the face of his brothers and it backfired. David did nothing of the sort. Through the silence of the Scriptures, we can only assume that he handled it wisely.
A Distressing Spirit Troubles Saul
14 But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and a distressing [evil, bad] spirit from the LORD troubled him. 15 And Saul’s servants said to him, “Surely, a distressing spirit from God is troubling you. 16 Let our master now command your servants, who are before you, to seek out a man who is a skillful player on the harp [not our modern-day harps that were body-length, but a smaller instrument that could easily be carried with one person]. And it shall be that he will play it with his hand when the distressing spirit from God is upon you, and you shall be well.” [Adam Clarke: Saul’s evil spirit, and the influence of music upon it, are not easily accounted for.]
17 So Saul said to his servants, “Provide me now a man who can play well, and bring him to me.”
18 Then one of the servants answered [another unnamed ‘other’ who changed the course of Israeli history by his recommendation—we should always be on the lookout for people to fill needs] and said, “Look, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, a mighty man of valor [brave], a man of war, prudent in speech, and a handsome person; and the LORD is with him.”
19 Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse, and said, “Send me your son David, who is with the sheep.” 20 And Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine, and a young goat, and sent them by his son David to Saul. 21 So David came to Saul and stood before him. And he loved him greatly, and he became his armorbearer [Armorbearer is a trusted position whose job it was to carry the king’s armor and to kill the king if overtaken in battle so that the king could die with honor. David Guzik: This was an important time in David’s life and training for the destiny God had for him. For the first time, he was in a royal court, and began to learn the customs and manners that he would need to be a good king later in life.]. 22 Then Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Please let David stand before me, for he has found favor in my sight.” 23 And so it was, whenever the [distressing] spirit from God was upon Saul, that David would take a harp and play it with his hand. Then Saul would become refreshed [able to breathe easily] and well [happy, good], and the distressing spirit would depart from him. [We are not sure how much time passes between 1 Samuel 16 and 1 Samuel 17. 1 Samuel 14:52 mentions that the Philistines are at war with Israel the entire rule of Saul.]
1 Samuel 17
David and Goliath
1 Now the Philistines gathered their armies together to battle, and were gathered at Sochoh, which belongs to Judah; they encamped between Sochoh and Azekah, in Ephes Dammim. 2 And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and they encamped in the Valley of Elah, and drew up in battle array against the Philistines. 3 The Philistines stood on a mountain on one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side, with a valley between them. [show the rock]
4 And a champion [literally, the space between two armies—a champion moves forward when other stand their ground; a champion enters into danger on behalf of another; a champion sees a need and steps up to fill it—Jesus is our champion] went out from the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath [splendor], from Gath [one of the five major cities of the Philistines], whose height was six cubits and a span [( 6 x 18 + 9 ) / 12 = 9’ 9” tall]. 5 He had a bronze helmet on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze [about 125 pounds]. 6 And he had bronze armor on his legs and a bronze javelin between his shoulders. 7 Now the staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and his iron spearhead weighed six hundred shekels [about 15 pounds]; and a shield-bearer went before him [he was wearing so much armor that he did not have room to carry his own shield]. 8 Then he stood and cried out to the armies of Israel, and said to them, “Why have you come out to line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and you the servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants. But if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.” 10 And the Philistine said, “I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we may fight together.” 11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. [Goliath was more of a hero than Saul was. Justin Harness: Saul was a passive leader watching from the sidelines.]
12 Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Bethlehem Judah, whose name was Jesse, and who had eight sons. And the man was old, advanced in years, in the days of Saul. 13 The three oldest sons of Jesse had gone to follow Saul to the battle. The names of his three sons who went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, next to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 14 David was the youngest. And the three oldest followed Saul. 15 But David occasionally went and returned from Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Bethlehem.
16 And the Philistine drew near and presented himself forty days, morning and evening. [It takes three weeks to form a new habit and another three weeks to get comfortable with the new habit. Educationally speaking, the Israelites were now ‘used’ to Goliath doing this every day.]
17 Then Jesse said to his son David, “Take now for your brothers an ephah of this dried grain and these ten loaves, and run to your brothers at the camp. 18 And carry these ten cheeses to the captain of their thousand, and see how your brothers fare, and bring back news of them.” 19 Now Saul and they and all the men of Israel were in the Valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.
20 So David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper [This phrase sums up David—he was faithful to that which he was entrusted with. My boss asked me why I thought God blessed SHBC. I had no answer. He replied with The Parable of the Talents.], and took the things and went as Jesse had commanded him. And he came to the camp as the army was going out to the fight and shouting for the battle. 21 For Israel and the Philistines had drawn up in battle array, army against army. 22 And David left his supplies in the hand of the supply keeper, ran to the army, and came and greeted his brothers. 23 Then as he talked with them, there was the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, coming up from the armies of the Philistines; and he spoke according to the same words. So David heard them. 24 And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him and were dreadfully afraid. 25 So the men of Israel said, “Have you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up to defy Israel; and it shall be that the man who kills him the king will enrich with great riches, will give him his daughter, and give his father’s house exemption from taxes in Israel.”
26 Then David spoke to the men who stood by him, saying, “What shall be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”
27 And the people answered him in this manner, saying, “So shall it be done for the man who kills him.”
28 Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab’s anger was aroused against David, and he said, “Why did you come down here? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your pride and the insolence of your heart, for you have come down to see the battle.” [There will always be Sanballats, Tobiahs, and Eliabs who will belittle you and your work when you do a great work—fix your eyes on the Lord and do your job]
29 And David said, “What have I done now? Is there not a cause [i.e., Is God’s name not on the line here? Does no one else get that fact?]?” 30 Then he turned from him toward another and said the same thing; and these people answered him as the first ones did.
31 Now when the words which David spoke were heard, they reported them to Saul; and he sent for him. 32 Then David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” [David Guzik: It is one thing to say, “Someone should do something about that.” It is entirely another thing to say, “I will do something about that.”]
33 And Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.”
34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep his father’s sheep, and when a lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, 35 I went out after it and struck it, and delivered the lamb from its mouth; and when it arose against me, I caught it by its beard, and struck and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of the living God.” 37 Moreover David said, “The LORD, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” [David’s God was bigger than Saul’s Goliath. David Guzik: This is generally God’s pattern for preparation. He calls us to be faithful right where we are at, and then uses our faithfulness to accomplish greater things for Him. . . . When we are in the midst of our preparation, we rarely see how God is going to use it. Spurgeon: Many men have lions and bears, but no experience.]
And Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you!”
38 So Saul clothed David with his armor, and he put a bronze helmet on his head; he also clothed him with a coat of mail [Saul was using conventional wisdom and wanted to give David every advantage that Goliath had]. 39 David fastened his sword to his armor and tried to walk, for he had not tested them. And David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these, for I have not tested them.” So David took them off.
40 Then he took his staff in his hand [use what is in your hand for God]; and he chose for himself five smooth stones from the brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag, in a pouch which he had, and his sling was in his hand [use what is in your hand for God]. And he drew near to the Philistine. [Justin Harness: David was a leader who would gain the trust and confidence of his people by fighting for them, with them.] 41 So the Philistine came, and began drawing near to David, and the man who bore the shield went before him [this was not a fair fight—it was two on one]. 42 And when the Philistine looked about and saw David, he disdained him [despised him, held him in contempt]; for he was only a youth, ruddy and good-looking. 43 So the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” [David Guzik: The Hebrew word for dog (kaleb) is used in passages like Deuteronomy 23:18 for male homosexual prostitutes.] And the Philistine cursed David by his [Goliath’s] gods. 44 And the Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!”
45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you [David did not have a sword—he had a sling. You cannot take a man’s head off with a sling.]. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 47 Then all this assembly shall know that the LORD does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD’s, and He will give you into our hands.” [Perhaps David was remembering this day when he wrote Psalm 20]
48 So it was, when the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, that David hurried and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine [A champion moves forward when other stand their ground. A champion enters into danger on behalf of another. A champion sees a need and steps up to fill it. Justin Harness: David’s confidence was extraordinary. . . . He took a knife to a gunfight and did it willingly. Warren Wiersbe: God can deliver his people through trials in His own way through the humblest of means.]. 49 Then David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone; and he slung it and struck the Philistine in his forehead, so that the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the earth. 50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. But there was no sword in the hand of David. 51 Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine, took his sword and drew it out of its sheath [which would have been a near Herculean effort on its own] and killed him, and cut off his head with it. [No armor in the world will save you when it is your time to die. Ray C. Stedman: by death the Lord Jesus slew . . . the Devil]
And when the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled. 52 Now the men of Israel and Judah arose and shouted, and pursued the Philistines as far as the entrance of the valley and to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines fell along the road to Shaaraim, even as far as Gath and Ekron. 53 Then the children of Israel returned from chasing the Philistines, and they plundered their tents. 54 And David took the head of the Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his armor in his tent [perhaps as a reminder of what God had done].
55 When Saul saw David going out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the commander of the army, “Abner, whose son is this youth?”
And Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, I do not know.”
56 So the king said, “Inquire whose son this young man is.”
57 Then, as David returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand [some trophies you want to carry around]. 58 And Saul said to him, “Whose son are you, young man?”
So David answered, “I am the son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.”
1 Samuel 18
Saul Resents David
1 Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan [Saul’s son and the heir to Saul’s throne] was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 2 Saul took him that day, and would not let him go home to his father’s house anymore. 3 Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. 4 And Jonathan took off the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, even to his sword and his bow and his belt.
5 So David went out wherever Saul sent him, and behaved wisely [How many of our American Idols do not behave wisely when fame and fortune are thrust upon them at a young age?]. And Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of Saul’s servants. 6 Now it had happened as they were coming home, when David was returning from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women had come out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with joy, and with musical instruments. 7 So the women sang as they danced, and said:
“Saul has slain his thousands,
And David his ten thousands.”
8 Then Saul was very angry, and the saying displeased him; and he said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed only thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?” 9 So Saul eyed David from that day forward [rash behavior is often connected to jealousy].
10 And it happened on the next day that the distressing spirit from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied inside the house. So David played music with his hand, as at other times; but there was a spear in Saul’s hand [Adam Clarke: The javelin or spear was the emblem of regal authority; kings always had it at hand, and in ancient monuments they are always represented with it]. 11 And Saul cast the spear, for he said, “I will pin David to the wall!” But David escaped his presence twice. [Twice? Twice? Most of us would have bailed on Saul. However, David was faithful to the job that Saul had given him. Esther Archer: At no point in his service did David challenge Saul’s authority as King.]
12 Now Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with him, but had departed from Saul. 13 Therefore Saul removed him from his presence, and made him his captain over a thousand; and he went out and came in before the people. 14 And David behaved wisely in all his ways, and the LORD was with him. 15 Therefore, when Saul saw that he behaved very wisely, he was afraid of him. 16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out and came in before them.
Apply (What is the point?)
1. God knows what He is doing when He picks people
2. Esther Archer: When God gives you more responsibilities or a “higher” status, do not think of yourself as more important than others
3. Giant-killing is contagious (2 Samuel 21:15-22)
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Get behind leaders and help them do the work
2. Stay humble and know that God is empowering
3. Let God use you to kill giants
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The Rise of Israel: David and Saul
Preview: Cat and Mouse
In today’s passage, Saul is pursuing David in order to kill David. Saul’s actions show him spiraling downward while David rises to the occasion. Throughout this text, God shows us that He is developing maturity in us by giving us opportunities to express the opposite of what He desires.
Key thought: Do right right now (only a steadfast focus on God will keep us from sin)
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Samuel 23:7-24:22 (Author = Samuel?)
1 Samuel 23
7 And Saul was told that David had gone to Keilah. So Saul said, “God has delivered him into my hand, for he has shut himself in by entering a town that has gates and bars.” 8 Then Saul called all the people together for war, to go down to Keilah to besiege David and his men. [David Guzik: Saul makes the common mistake of assuming that someone is an enemy of the LORD just because they are our enemy. Saul wouldn't go to Keliah to save the people of Keliah against the Philistines, but he would go there to try and save himself against David. Saul is totally motivated by self-interest.]
9 When David knew that Saul plotted evil against him, he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod here.” 10 Then David said, “O LORD God of Israel, Your servant has certainly heard that Saul seeks to come to Keilah to destroy the city for my sake. 11 [David Guzik: Notice how the questions are presented in a “Yes or No” format, because that is how the Urim and Thummim were used.] Will the men of Keilah deliver me into his hand? Will Saul come down, as Your servant has heard? O LORD God of Israel, I pray, tell Your servant.”
And the LORD said, “He will come down.”
12 Then David said, “Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul?” [This is the second time David asks God this question. Is David doubting God or clarifying? The text does not say.]
And the LORD said, “They will deliver you.”
13 So David and his men, about six hundred, arose and departed from Keilah and went wherever they could go. Then it was told Saul that David had escaped from Keilah; so he halted the expedition. [God can keep you safe in the city]
David in Wilderness Strongholds
14 And David stayed in strongholds in the wilderness, and remained in the mountains in the Wilderness of Ziph. Saul sought him every day, but God did not deliver him into his hand. 15 So David saw that Saul had come out to seek his life. And David was in the Wilderness of Ziph in a forest. 16 Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David in the woods and strengthened his hand in God. 17 And he said to him, “Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall not find you. You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. Even my father Saul knows that.” [Did everything that Jonathan says happen? All but sitting next to David as king] 18 So the two of them made a covenant before the LORD. And David stayed in the woods, and Jonathan went to his own house. [As far as we know, they never saw each other again. Esther Archer: Be aware of opportunities God gives you to encourage others stay strong in their faith in God.]
19 Then the Ziphites came up to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is David not hiding with us in strongholds in the woods, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshimon? 20 Now therefore, O king, come down according to all the desire of your soul to come down; and our part shall be to deliver him into the king’s hand.” [David wrote Psalm 54 at this time]
21 And Saul said, “Blessed are you of the LORD, for you have compassion on me. 22 Please go and find out for sure, and see the place where his hideout is, and who has seen him there. For I am told he is very crafty. 23 See therefore, and take knowledge of all the lurking places where he hides; and come back to me with certainty, and I will go with you. And it shall be, if he is in the land, that I will search for him throughout all the clans of Judah.”
24 So they arose and went to Ziph before Saul. But David and his men were in the Wilderness of Maon, in the plain on the south of Jeshimon. 25 When Saul and his men went to seek him, they told David. [God can keep you safe in the forest] Therefore he went down to the rock, and stayed in the Wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard that, he pursued David in the Wilderness of Maon. 26 Then Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his men on the other side of the mountain. So David made haste to get away from Saul, for Saul and his men were encircling David and his men to take them.
27 But a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Hurry and come, for the Philistines have invaded the land!” 28 Therefore Saul returned from pursuing David, and went against the Philistines; so they called that place the Rock of Escape. 29 Then David went up from there and dwelt in strongholds at En Gedi. [God can keep you safe on the mountain]
1 Samuel 24
1 Now it happened, when Saul had returned from following the Philistines, that it was told him, saying, “Take note! David is in the Wilderness of En Gedi.” 2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel, and went to seek David and his men on the Rocks of the Wild Goats. 3 So he came to the sheepfolds by the road, where there was a cave; and Saul went in to attend to his needs [read: go to the bathroom]. (David and his men were staying in the recesses of the cave.) 4 Then the men of David said to him, “This is the day of which the LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I will deliver your enemy into your hand, that you may do to him as it seems good to you.’” [Coffman: There is a warning in this that some providences are really not that at all. Jonah’s finding the ship to Tarshish ready to sail is another example.] And David arose and secretly cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 5 Now it happened afterward that David’s heart troubled him because he had cut Saul’s robe. 6 And he said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD.” 7 So David restrained his servants with these words, and did not allow them to rise against Saul. And Saul got up from the cave and went on his way. [At this point in David’s life, he knew that he would one day be king. David could have killed Saul to ‘help’ God along with God’s plan. However, it is never right to do wrong in order to get a chance to do right (or to fulfill prophecy).]
8 David also arose afterward, went out of the cave, and called out to Saul, saying, “My lord the king!” And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed down. 9 And David said to Saul: “Why do you listen to the words of men who say, ‘Indeed David seeks your harm’? 10 Look, this day your eyes have seen that the LORD delivered you today into my hand in the cave, and someone urged me to kill you. But my eye spared you, and I said, ‘I will not stretch out my hand against my lord, for he is the LORD’s anointed.’ 11 Moreover, my father, see! Yes, see the corner of your robe in my hand! For in that I cut off the corner of your robe, and did not kill you, know and see that there is neither evil nor rebellion in my hand, and I have not sinned against you. Yet you hunt my life to take it. [Saul has seen a portion of his robe before in 1 Samuel 15:22-28] 12 Let the LORD judge between you and me, and let the LORD avenge me on you. But my hand shall not be against you. 13 As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Wickedness proceeds from the wicked.’ But my hand shall not be against you. 14 After whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom do you pursue? A dead dog? A flea? 15 Therefore let the LORD be judge, and judge between you and me, and see and plead my case, and deliver me out of your hand.” [Proverbs 10:12: Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers all sins.]
16 So it was, when David had finished speaking these words to Saul, that Saul said, “Is this your voice, my son David?” And Saul lifted up his voice and wept. 17 Then he said to David: “You are more righteous than I; for you have rewarded me with good, whereas I have rewarded you with evil. 18 And you have shown this day how you have dealt well with me; for when the LORD delivered me into your hand, you did not kill me. 19 For if a man finds his enemy, will he let him get away safely? Therefore may the LORD reward you with good for what you have done to me this day. 20 And now I know indeed that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in your hand. 21 Therefore swear now to me by the LORD that you will not cut off my descendants after me, and that you will not destroy my name from my father’s house.”
22 So David swore to Saul [David makes a promise he should not have made—and one that he is only partially able to fulfill in Mephibosheth (but he is not able to fulfill it in 2 Samuel 21:1-14]. And Saul went home, but David and his men went up to the stronghold. [God can keep you safe in the cave. This is what David wrote while in the cave: Psalm 57. David was patient with what God was taking him through so that David could be ready for what God was taking him to.]
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. The opposite of a fleshly response is good
2. God can keep you safe
3. Do right right now
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Go the opposite way
2. Give your security over to God
3. Ask God to show you the right thing to do right now


The Rise of Israel: King David
Review
Today we finish our seventh five-week series in the Old Testament. So far, in our study of the Old Testament, we have looked at how God chose Abraham and made a covenant with Abraham to bless him and the entire world through his descendants.
We looked at Abraham’s son Isaac, Isaac’s son Jacob, and Jacob’s son Joseph. We have studied how God worked through the lives of Moses and Joshua to bring the children of Israel out of bondage in Egypt and how God used Moses to record the Law. We saw the nation of Israel led by judges and we saw the nation of Israel begin to possess the Promised Land.
In this five-week series, we saw the nation mature and get its first king—Saul. We saw Saul turn away from explicit obedience to God and we saw the dedication and wisdom of a young man named David. We saw David stand in the gap and defeat Goliath when all the other Israelite men were scared.
Now, many years after the anointing of the prophet Samuel (probably 15), David ascends the throne of Israel (first Judah, and then the entire nation) and becomes Israel’s second king. The rise of Israel to a powerhouse of the region and a conqueror of the Promised Land is now complete. And David has it all.
Preview: Having It All
Have you ever gotten what you always wanted? We have all heard the stories of the lottery winners who have gone bankrupt after getting, ‘everything they always wanted.’ In today’s passage, we see David, King David, get everything—power, prestige, wealth, and victory over his enemies. Then, after he has everything, we see his heartbeat. We see what he does with all the power he could imagine.
Key thought: What would I do if I had it all?
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 2 Samuel 5-7 (Author = Samuel?)
2 Samuel 5
David Reigns over All Israel
1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron [David was already king over one tribe, but there were 11 others] and spoke, saying, “Indeed we are your bone and your flesh. 2 Also, in time past, when Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel out and brought them in; and the LORD said to you, ‘You shall shepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over Israel.’” 3 Therefore all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the LORD. And they anointed David king over Israel. [1 Chronicles 12:23-40 talks about the fact that 340,000 men came to see this happen] 4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah.
The Conquest of Jerusalem
6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land [David Guzik: Some 400 years after God commanded Israel to take the whole land, this city was till in Canaanite hands], who spoke to David, saying, “You shall not come in here; but the blind and the lame will repel you,” thinking, “David cannot come in here.” 7 Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion (that is, the City of David).
8 Now David said on that day, “Whoever climbs up by way of the water shaft and defeats the Jebusites (the lame and the blind, who are hated by David’s soul), he shall be chief and captain.” Therefore they say, “The blind and the lame shall not come into the house.”
9 Then David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the City of David [Jerusalem is the City of David]. And David built all around from the Millo and inward. 10 So David went on and became great, and the LORD God of hosts was with him.
11 Then Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, and carpenters and masons. And they built David a house [talk about exports]. 12 So David knew that the LORD had established him as king over Israel, and that He had exalted His kingdom for the sake of His people Israel.
13 And David took more concubines and wives from Jerusalem, after he had come from Hebron. Also more sons and daughters were born to David. 14 Now these are the names of those who were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 16 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet. [David Guzik: Certainly David (and everyone else) saw these many children as God’s sign of blessing upon David and his many wives. Yet most of the trouble to come in David’s life comes from his relationship with women and from his children.]
The Philistines Defeated
17 Now when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, all the Philistines went up to search for David. And David heard of it and went down to the stronghold. 18 The Philistines also went and deployed themselves in the Valley of Rephaim. 19 So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will You deliver them into my hand?”
And the LORD said to David, “Go up, for I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into your hand.”
20 So David went to Baal Perazim, and David defeated them there; and he said, “The LORD has broken through my enemies before me, like a breakthrough of water.” Therefore he called the name of that place Baal Perazim. 21 And they left their images there, and David and his men carried them away.
22 Then the Philistines went up once again and deployed themselves in the Valley of Rephaim. 23 Therefore David inquired of the LORD, and He said, “You shall not go up; circle around behind them, and come upon them in front of the mulberry trees. 24 And it shall be, when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry trees [The sound of what? What in the world does the sound of marching in trees sound like? This is the sound of God at work.], then you shall advance quickly [When we know God is at work, we should act quickly]. For then the LORD will go out before you to strike the camp of the Philistines.” 25 And David did so, as the LORD commanded him; and he drove back the Philistines from Geba as far as Gezer.
2 Samuel 6
The Ark Brought to Jerusalem
1 Again David gathered all the choice men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2 And David arose and went with all the people who were with him from Baale Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, whose name is called by the Name, the LORD of Hosts, who dwells between the cherubim. 3 So they set the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart. 4 And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill, accompanying the ark of God; and Ahio went before the ark. 5 Then David and all the house of Israel played music before the LORD on all kinds of instruments of fir wood, on harps, on stringed instruments, on tambourines, on sistrums, and on cymbals. [This sounds spiritual, but it does not align to God’s directions in Exodus 25 on transporting the Ark of the Covenant.]
6 And when they came to Nachon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7 Then the anger of the LORD was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his error; and he died there by the ark of God. 8 And David became angry because of the LORD’s outbreak against Uzzah; and he called the name of the place Perez Uzzah to this day.
9 David was afraid of the LORD that day; and he said, “How can the ark of the LORD come to me?” 10 So David would not move the ark of the LORD with him into the City of David; but David took it aside into the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 11 The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite three months. And the LORD blessed Obed-Edom and all his household. [Ray Steman: It was really David’s fault that this all happened. David had to learn the very bitter lesson that sincerity in serving God is never enough. Things must be done God’s way in accomplishing God’s will. David Guzik: This was a good thing done the wrong way.]
12 Now it was told King David, saying, “The LORD has blessed the house of Obed-Edom and all that belongs to him, because of the ark of God.” So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with gladness. 13 And so it was, when those bearing the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, that he sacrificed oxen and fatted sheep. 14 Then David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was wearing a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet.
16 Now as the ark of the LORD came into the City of David, Michal, Saul’s daughter [probably David’s first wife], looked through a window and saw King David leaping and whirling before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart. 17 So they brought the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place in the midst of the tabernacle that David had erected for it. Then David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD. 18 And when David had finished offering burnt offerings and peace offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD of hosts. 19 Then he distributed among all the people, among the whole multitude of Israel, both the women and the men, to everyone a loaf of bread, a piece of meat, and a cake of raisins. So all the people departed, everyone to his house.
20 Then David returned to bless his household. And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and said, “How glorious was the king of Israel today, uncovering himself today in the eyes of the maids of his servants, as one of the base fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!” [Problem: this is not a supportive wife]
21 So David said to Michal, “It was before the LORD, who chose me instead of your father and all his house, to appoint me ruler over the people of the LORD, over Israel. Therefore I will play music before the LORD. 22 And I will be even more undignified than this, and will be humble in my own sight. But as for the maidservants of whom you have spoken, by them I will be held in honor.” [Problem: this is not a supportive husband]
23 Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death. [Result: an empty marriage. David Guzik: There is often barrenness in the life and ministry of the overly critical]
2 Samuel 7
God’s Covenant with David
1 Now it came to pass when the king was dwelling in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies all around [David has it all—wealth, power, a large family, and victory over his enemies], 2 that the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside tent curtains.” [David Guzik: David wants to do more than God commands. This is a wonderful place to be in our relationship with God. Most of us are so stuck in the thinking, “How little can I do and still please the LORD?” that we never really want to do more than God commands.]
3 Then Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”
4 But it happened that night that the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying, 5 “Go and tell My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Would you build a house for Me to dwell in? 6 For I have not dwelt in a house since the time that I brought the children of Israel up from Egypt, even to this day, but have moved about in a tent and in a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved about with all the children of Israel, have I ever spoken a word to anyone from the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built Me a house of cedar?’”’ 8 Now therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: [Be on the lookout for David’s part of this deal] “I took you from the sheepfold, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people, over Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever you have gone, and have cut off all your enemies from before you, and have made you a great name, like the name of the great men who are on the earth. 10 Moreover I will appoint a place for My people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own and move no more; nor shall the sons of wickedness oppress them anymore, as previously, 11 since the time that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel, and have caused you to rest from all your enemies. Also the LORD tells you that He will make you a house [David wants to build a house for God and God in return tells David that God will build David a house. You cannot out give God.].
12 “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his Father, and he shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men. 15 But My mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be established forever.”’” [So what did David have to do? Nothing. What did God have to do? Everything]
17 According to all these words and according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.
David’s Thanksgiving to God
18 Then King David went in and sat before the LORD; and he said: “Who am I, O Lord GOD? And what is my house, that You have brought me this far? 19 And yet this was a small thing in Your sight, O Lord GOD; and You have also spoken of Your servant’s [How many times does “Your servant” appear? 10] house for a great while to come. Is this the manner of man, O Lord GOD? 20 Now what more can David say to You? For You, Lord GOD, know Your servant. 21 For Your word’s sake, and according to Your own heart, You have done all these great things, to make Your servant know them. 22 Therefore You are great, O Lord GOD. For there is none like You, nor is there any God besides You, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 23 And who is like Your people, like Israel, the one nation on the earth whom God went to redeem for Himself as a people, to make for Himself a name—and to do for Yourself great and awesome deeds for Your land—before Your people whom You redeemed for Yourself from Egypt, the nations, and their gods? 24 For You have made Your people Israel Your very own people forever; and You, LORD, have become their God.
25 “Now, O LORD God, the word which You have spoken concerning Your servant and concerning his house, establish it forever and do as You have said. 26 So let Your name be magnified forever, saying, ‘The LORD of hosts is the God over Israel.’ And let the house of Your servant David be established before You. 27 For You, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, have revealed this to Your servant, saying, ‘I will build you a house.’ Therefore Your servant has found it in his heart to pray this prayer to You.
28 “And now, O Lord GOD, You are God, and Your words are true, and You have promised this goodness to Your servant. 29 Now therefore, let it please You to bless the house of Your servant, that it may continue before You forever; for You, O Lord GOD, have spoken it, and with Your blessing let the house of Your servant be blessed forever.” [This is a prayer of humility and we get to see inside David’s heart]
Apply (What is the point?)
1. You might not get it all
2. You might get some of it
3. You might get it all
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Don’t wish your life away—get busy now being the person God wants you to be
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