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The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: The Travels of the Apostle Paul
This is our sixth five-week series in the New Testament. So far, we have looked at The Early Years of Jesus, The Teachings of Jesus, the Miracles of Jesus, The Final Days of Jesus, and The Church is Born.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	February 5
	The Road to Damascus
	Acts 9:3-5
	Acts 9:1-31
	Jim Fleming

	February 12
	The First Missionary Journey
	Acts 14:21-22
	Acts 13-14
	Terry Bolden

	February 19
	The Council at Jerusalem
	Acts 15:5-6
	Acts 15
	Jim Fleming

	February 26
	More Missionary Journeys
	Acts 16:9-10
	Acts 16-20
	Jim Fleming

	March 4
	The Trip to Rome
	Acts 28:15-16
	Acts 25-28
	Terry Bolden



The Travels of the Apostle Paul: The Road to Damascus
Review: “Us” Redefined
Beginning with Abraham in the Old Testament, the construct is that God is with a particular people and in a particular place. The construct is not that God is with all peoples at all time. The temple was built to house the glory and the presence of God. Occasionally, missionaries would be sent out (they were called prophets) to other nations (Jonah preaching to the Ninevites is an example of this). However, the normal construct was God is here and if you want to experience Him, you have to come here too.
When Jesus died, was buried, and rose again, He left us with the Holy Spirit. This is a shift from the construct that God is in one place to the construct that God is in us going to many places.
In our last five-week New Testament series, we saw the apostles truly understand the gospel of Jesus Christ is for everyone. In this five-week series, we see the implications of that fact. Everyone is now a possible convert. Jesus came for everyone. The apostles had to broaden the mission field—and they did.
Preview: Get in the game!
Simultaneously, God was growing Saul to come alongside the apostles at the perfect time to fulfill this new mission field. We step into today’s text, Acts 9:1-31, and see the following:
· Saul is converted on the Damascus Road (Acts 9: 1-9)
· Ananias loves Saul (Acts 9:10-19)
· Saul preaches (Acts 9:20-22)
· Saul runs (Acts 9:23-25)
· Barnabas introduces (Acts 9:26-30)
· The church grows (Acts 9:31)
Key thought: God needs you to put on His jersey and get in His game (no matter what position you play)
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 9:1-31 (Author = Luke)
The Damascus Road: Saul Converted
1 Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord [because the gospel was blowing up all over the place and Saul’s religious system was being challenged], went to the high priest 2 and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus [130 miles away from Jerusalem where Saul was], so that if he found any who were of the Way [Christians], whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. [Saul was a lawyer—a doctor of the Old Testament Law and it was his job to hunt down and bring to trial anyone who taught contrary to Old Testament Judaism. Saul did this very well. Saul traveled to find Christians and bring them to trial in Jerusalem. Saul was in the game—he was just playing for the wrong team.]
3 As he [Saul] journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. 4 Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” [David Guzik: The rabbis of Saul's day believed that God no longer spoke to man directly, as He did in the days of the prophets. However, they believed that one could hear the “echo” of God's voice, what they called “the daughter of the voice of God.”]
5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” [A strange question since Saul answered it]
Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting [Jesus equates persecuting His followers with persecuting Him]. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” [David Guzik: A goad was a long, extremely sharp stick [usually iron] that was used to get an ox going the way you wanted him to when you were plowing. You would jab the hind legs of the ox with the goad until the ox cooperated.]
6 So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” [A beautiful question that God must love to hear]
Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” [This is a beautiful non-answer. If you study the New Testament, you will see Jesus rarely answering a question directly. He would often give a partial answer, ask a question Himself, or seemingly ignore the question.]
7 And the men who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one. [a terrifying miracle] 8 Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened he saw no one. But they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus [God used the men who traveled with Saul to get Saul exactly where God wanted Him to be]. 9 And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank. [I think Saul did a great deal of meditating those three days]
Ananias Baptizes Saul
10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and to him the Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.”
And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”
11 So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying. 12 And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his sight.” [God told Ananias to go to the most dangerous man in the world for Christians. In the movie, Armageddon, there is an exchange between Owen Wilson’s character and Billy Bob Thornton’s character where Billy Bob Thornton’s character describes their landing zone: Oscar [played by Owen Wilson]: Ok, Mr. Truman, let's say that we actually do land on this. What's it gonna be like up there? Truman [played by Billy Bob Thornton]: 200 degrees in the sunlight, minus 200 in the shade, canyons of razor-sharp rock, unpredictable gravitational conditions, unexpected eruptions, things like that. Oscar: Okay, so the scariest environment imaginable. Thanks. That's all you gotta say, scariest environment imaginable.]
13 Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.” [Ananias tries to walk God through the bad logic of this direction]
15 But [God is not having any of that] the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.” [The next few days will be a taste of things to come later]
17 And Ananias went his way and entered the house [Ananias got in the game]; and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul [calling Saul a brother was true acceptance and love], the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized. [Saul is in the game.]
19 So when he had received food, he was strengthened. Then Saul spent some days with the disciples at Damascus. [What was Ananias’ title? Ananias was just a disciple (because Jesus needs role players)]
Saul Preaches Christ
20 Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God. [Just days after his conversion, he is preaching for the ‘other side.’ When Saul got in the game, he got all the way in!]
21 Then all who heard were amazed, and said, “Is this not he who destroyed those who called on this name in Jerusalem, and has come here for that purpose, so that he might bring them bound to the chief priests?”
22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving that this Jesus is the Christ. [Who is Saul preaching to? Saul is preaching to the Jews. Most commentators think that there is a three-year gap between these two verses where Saul went to Arabia (see Galatians 1:17-18). David Guzik: Luke skips the three years (perhaps) because he is writing a history of the church, not a history of Paul.]
Saul Escapes Death
23 Now after many [literally, ‘sufficient’] days were past, the Jews plotted [counseled together, deliberated] to kill [can mean anything from, ‘take him away,’ to, ‘kill’] him [David Guzik: Saul now becomes the persecuted instead of the persecutor!]. 24 But their plot became known to Saul. And they watched [to stand beside and watch carefully—Robertson's New Testament Word Pictures: watching . . . insidiously or on the sly] the gates day and night, to kill him. 25 Then the disciples took him by night and let him down [send/let down from a higher place to a lower place by slackening or loosening something (rope)] through the wall in a large basket [a reed basket or hamper].
The parallel passage for this text is 2 Corinthians 11:32-33: In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from his hands. Houses were built on the outsides of the walls (or in the walls themselves if it was a casemate wall—parallel walls with a space between). Lowering Saul down was the work of copycats—it happened in Joshua 2:15 (to the two spies that Joshua sent to Jericho) and in 1 Samuel 19:11-12 (to David who was spared by his wife Michal).
Sneaking out the back door might not seem like the spiritual thing to do, but it’s exactly what Jesus told them to do in Matthew 10:23: When they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
Picture this scene: Saul get in a basket and is lowered down the outside of the walls. There would have been ropes tied to the basket. Somebody had to have a hold of that rope. Somebody had to have some control. This would have been a heart-pounding escape with a full garrison looking for them. Somebody had to love him enough to hold on to that rope. You know what was probably going through Saul’s mind: “Don’t let go of that rope. Hold on with everything you have. Hold on. Don’t let go of the rope.”
We do not know the names of these disciples that got in the game to hold the rope, but they played their positions well. They chose to risk their lives. They had courage for the sake of the Gospel. They were physically strong. They cooperated with each other. They got in the game and did what was needed.
At this point, Paul was not “Paul”—he was still Saul. He was well known, but his name was not yet synonymous with Christianity. Saul was still a small player in the church. The believers that held the rope did not know what God was going to do with the man in the basket. Maybe your position in the game right now is not to let go of the rope. Do not let go—you do not know who is in the basket. You might even be the only one holding the rope.
Saul at Jerusalem
26 And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple [understandable]. 27 But Barnabas [Saul was persecuted by the Jews and now by the church] took him [means to take physically, the way Jesus grabbed Peter after walking (not so well) on the water in Matthew 14] and brought him [Saul] to the apostles. And he [Barnabas] declared to them how he [Saul] had seen the Lord on the road, and that He [Jesus] had spoken to him [Saul], and how he [Saul] had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. [Barnabas came, encouraged this new convert, and introduced Saul. Imagine where Paul would have been without Barnabas’ encouragement. Barnabas was a mediator between Saul and the disciples. Jesus was a mediator between God and us. Barnabas was imitating his Savior. Who am I looking to develop?] 28 So he [Saul] was with them at Jerusalem, coming in and going out. 29 And he [Saul] spoke boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists [these are Jews born in a foreign land that speak Greek—we are close to seeing Saul evangelize Gentiles], but they [the Jews] attempted to kill him [Saul]. 30 When the brethren found out, they brought him [Saul] down to Caesarea and sent him [Saul] out to Tarsus. [David Guzik: For his own protection, the Christians in Jerusalem sent him out to Tarsus. Twelve years will pass in the life of Saul before he again enters into prominent ministry, being sent out as a missionary from the church at Antioch.]
The Church Prospers
31 Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied [not added, not increased, multiplied—multiplication is code for exponential growth].
Challenge: Get in the game and do your part—God will do His part
Apply (What is the point?)
1. God has a spot for you on His team
2. Those that are in the game need encouragement
3. God will do what only God can do
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Get in the game
2. Encourage those who are in the game
3. Give God the glory when God does what only God can do
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The Travels of the Apostle Paul: The First Missionary Journey
Preview: Why Paul?
What made Paul so special? Why was he so successful? Was it his great education, his zeal, his faith, or his experience? Maybe. It probably had more to do with his attitude. Notice today how many times God and the Holy Spirit directly do things or fill people through this passage. Paul lifted God above himself. From the moment he was saved, his heart responded, “Lord, what would you have me to do?”
Key thought: Paul and Barnabas show us how to be effective witnesses and faithful servants
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 13-14 (Author = Luke)
Acts 13
1 Now in the church that was at Antioch [There is a clear shift from focusing on the church in Jerusalem and the “Jewish” apostles to the churches outside of Jerusalem (especially Antioch) and their corresponding servants. The focus of the Lord’s church will not be on prophets, kings, and various leaders. We are now all in-dwelled with the Holy Spirit and God has and continues to use, “the faithful.”] there were certain prophets and teachers [Antioch has a who’s who of great teachers. When starting a thriving and growing program anywhere, God will usually start with proper teaching and training from His Word. These were men who clearly knew and understood the Word of God and were teaching and discipling others, in order to prepare them for what He was about to do. This may very well have been the First Stuart Heights Baptist Church. God has indeed blessed us with many good men and women who have been teaching sound doctrine throughout this growing process that we have observed. Could the Lord be preparing us for something even greater?]: Barnabas [middle eastern thought and writings always starts with the most important or prominent of people when listing those involved], Simeon who was called Niger [perhaps the man that carried Christ’s cross], Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with [raised with] Herod the tetrarch [the Herod that had John the Baptist killed and the Herod that was at Jesus’ trial], and Saul [almost an afterthought: “Oh yeah, there is also this guy named Saul.”]. 2 As they ministered to the Lord and fasted [They did not stop to focus on asking God, “What now?” They continued their service to the Lord. Using Jim’s often-used analogy: “They were not letting go of the rope.”], the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate [To set aside for a purpose; David Guzik: You can't really say “yes” to God’s call on your life until you can say “no” to things that will keep you from that call] to Me Barnabas and Saul [Why? Why not Simeon or Lucius? Why Saul?] for the work to which I have called them.” [It is God’s calling, not our personal preference. Saul was not the most prominent. He apparently was not the best teacher. Had the decision been up to the church in Antioch, Saul may not have been chosen. However, these men and women of faith trusted God and moved forward with His plan.] 3 Then, having fasted [Fasting is often needed to focus on God and His will. There was a burden for something (perhaps reaching the lost?) this church had and God called on those who had the burden to do the work.] and prayed [important to be “in tune” and on the same page as God], and laid hands on them [There was no need of power—they already had the Holy Spirit. This is symbolic and greatly beneficial to the recipient. This tells the chosen that, “We are behind you. We have your back. We will continue to pray for you. We won’t let go of the rope.” As a recipient of this praying and laying on of hands for a God-given task, I can personally tell you it is both greatly encouraging, personally inspiring, and helps keep the thought of your responsibility on your mind throughout your calling. During hard times and struggles, God will bring this event back to mind to say, “There are still people back home holding onto the rope.”], they sent them away [And they were gone for a year].
A common theme: the Word is preached, God/Holy Spirit moves, and opposition arises
Preaching in Cyprus
4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus [Barnabas’ home]. 5 And when they arrived in Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews [Though called to the Gentiles, Saul/Paul never lost his heart for his own people. He always practiced Romans 1:16c: “to the Jew first.”]. They also had John as their assistant [The scripture does not always tell us who else was traveling with them, but we frequently get glimpses of others involved in ministering with them and to them. John is probably mentioned here that we may track a life much like our own with ups and downs. The word ‘assistant’ is often translated ‘teacher’ or ‘one who disciples.’ One of John Mark’s jobs may have been to instruct new converts.].
6 Now when they had gone through the island to Paphos [they preached through the entire island, from east to west], they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus, 7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This man called for Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God [Their message had spread even to the upper governmental levels. It accomplished what God had intended (Isaiah 55:11).]. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith [The message and work of God will not go unopposed. Spurgeon: Wherever there is likely to be great success, the open door and the opposing adversaries will both be found. If there are no adversaries, you may fear that there will be no success.]. 9 Then Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 10 and said, “O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord? 11 And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a time.”
And immediately a dark mist fell on him, and he went around seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had been done, being astonished at the teaching of the Lord [He believed because of the Word of God. The “miracle” was confirmation of what the proconsul already heard from Paul].
At Antioch in Pisidia
13 Now when Paul and his party [clear transition of leadership from Barnabas] set sail from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia [this was swampy, harsh terrain that was mosquito-infested and robbers frequented the roads]; and John, departing from them [John Mark quit. We do not know why, but God was not through with him. 2 Timothy 4:11 shows his strong come back, reconciliation, usefulness. The fact that he penned the book of Mark is good evidence.], returned to Jerusalem. 14 But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue [location of not only Jews, but converts seeking Jehovah] on the Sabbath day and sat down. 15 And after the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent to them, saying, “Men and brethren, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say on.” [This was a common practice to open the “pulpit” to men of teaching]
16 Then Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said [Paul starts with common ground; the history of Israel. He uses their history and prophecies (all from God’s Word) to bring them to the gospel. This is a beautiful dissertation dealing with common Jewish doubts and appeals to those converts who were seeking after more than what religion could offer.], “Men of Israel, and you who fear God, listen: 17 The God of this people Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the people when they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, and with an uplifted arm He brought them out of it. 18 Now for a time of about forty years He put up with their ways in the wilderness. 19 And when He had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, He distributed their land to them by allotment.
20 “After that He gave them judges for about four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the prophet. 21 And afterward they asked for a king; so God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’ 23 From this man’s seed, according to the promise, God raised up for Israel a Savior—Jesus— 24 after John had first preached, before His coming, the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘Who do you think I am? I am not He. But behold, there comes One after me, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to loose.’
26 “Men and brethren, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to you the word of this salvation has been sent. 27 For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they did not know Him, nor even the voices of the Prophets which are read every Sabbath, have fulfilled them in condemning Him. 28 And though they found no cause for death in Him, they asked Pilate that He should be put to death. 29 Now when they had fulfilled all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb. 30 But God raised Him from the dead. 31 He was seen for many days by those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to the people. 32 And we declare to you glad tidings—that promise which was made to the fathers. 33 God has fulfilled this for us their children, in that He has raised up Jesus. As it is also written in the second Psalm:
‘You are My Son,
Today I have begotten You.’
34 And that He raised Him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, He has spoken thus:
‘I will give you the sure mercies of David.’
35 Therefore He also says in another Psalm:
‘You will not allow Your Holy One to see corruption.’
36 “For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was buried with his fathers, and saw corruption; 37 but He whom God raised up saw no corruption. 38 Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man is preached to you the forgiveness of sins; 39 and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses. 40 Beware therefore, lest what has been spoken in the prophets come upon you:
41 ‘Behold, you despisers,
Marvel and perish!
For I work a work in your days,
A work which you will by no means believe,
Though one were to declare it to you.’”
Blessing and Conflict at Antioch
42 So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles [proselytes] begged that these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath. 43 Now when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God [people got saved].
44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God. 45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken by Paul. 46 Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, “It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles [Paul never lost his heart to reach his own people (Romans 10:1)]. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us:
‘I have set you as a light to the Gentiles,
That you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.’”
48 Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of the Lord [this was an appropriate response by new believers and should be an appropriate response by all believers]. And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.
49 And the word of the Lord was being spread throughout all the region [When God’s Word and attributes are being shared and displayed, word spreads (i.e., Stuart Heights). We should share the good news, but we should also be testifying to others about what great things God is doing at our church.]. 50 But the Jews stirred up the devout and prominent women and the chief men of the city, raised up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled [physically escorted them out of the region] them from their region. 51 But they shook off the dust from their feet against them [Do not let opposition deter or stop you. Sure, it can hurt. It can be discouraging, but if you are doing the will and calling of God, you must realize it will not go unhindered. Do not quit. Shake off the opposition (dust that was stirred) and move on (see also Luke 9:5, 10:11). Quit carrying your dust.], and came to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy [not from reaching a new city, but suffering for Jesus (James 1:2)] and with the Holy Spirit.
Acts 14
At Iconium
1 Now it happened in Iconium that they went together to the synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke [spoke the Word] that a great multitude both of the Jews and of the Greeks believed [the Holy Spirit moved]. 2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up [opposition arises] the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brethren. 3 Therefore [Was this because of the new converts or because of the opposition? Yes]they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands [Do not forget it is always the Lord who really does the work and thus should get all the credit].
4 But the multitude of the city was divided: part sided with the Jews, and part with the apostles. 5 And when a violent attempt was made by both the Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to abuse and stone them, 6 they became aware of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding region. 7 And they were preaching the gospel there.
Idolatry at Lystra
8 And in Lystra [a Greek city with no Jews] a certain man without strength in his feet was sitting, a cripple from his mother’s womb, who had never walked. 9 This man heard Paul speaking. Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, 10 said with a loud voice, “Stand up straight on your feet!” And he leaped and walked. 11 Now when the people saw what Paul had done, they raised their voices, saying in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!” 12 And Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 13 Then the priest of Zeus, whose temple was in front of their city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, intending to sacrifice with the multitudes [the enemy has many ways to attack and stop or dilute the message].
14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard this, they tore their clothes and ran in among the multitude, crying out 15 and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them, 16 who in bygone generations allowed all nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.” 18 And with these sayings they could scarcely restrain the multitudes from sacrificing to them.
Stoning, Escape to Derbe
19 Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there; and having persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead [Was he dead or not? We do not know. Galatians 6:17b: I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. This stoning definitely would have left marks! This would have strongly reminded Paul of the stoning of Stephen.]. 20 However, when the disciples gathered around him, he rose up and went into the city [What kind of impact would this have made? No one bothered him in this city again. In fact, there may have been someone here who was greatly inspired by this event. Timothy was raised in Lystra.]. And the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.
Strengthening the Converts
21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch [What? Why did they return to the area of great opposition? Why did they return to the places that wanted to kill them? Curiously enough, there was no opposition documented on the return trip.], 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” [Is there any persecution/tribulation from your ministry (2 Timothy 3:12)? If we are going to live a God-led kind of life, there will be persecution.] 23 So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 24 And after they had passed through Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia. 25 Now when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 26 From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work which they had completed.
27 Now when they had come and gathered the church together, they reported all that God had done [God is the hero] with them, and that He had opened [God is the hero] the door of faith to the Gentiles [They not only were faithful in telling others about the good news, but they took the necessary time to disciple, encourage, and build up the church]. 28 So they stayed there a long time with the disciples.
Challenge: The purpose of evangelism is to build Christ’s church, not your reputation. Paul never lost this focus. At the end of his life, sitting in prison, his thoughts were not of regret. His desire for God remained the same. Philippians 3:10: That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death. My hope and prayer for SHBC is that we are growing because God alone is being glorified. My hope and prayer is that God is preparing and raising up Pauls through our congregation that will learn to fully deny self and lift up God to the multitudes who He died for, but don’t know Him. My hope and prayer is to be a Paul. How about you?
Apply (What is the point?)
1. God is still looking for witnesses
2. God is still looking for those who will lift Him above themselves
3. God is still looking for obedience, without excuse or regret
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Be a witness!
2. Sincerely ask, “God, what would you have me to do?”
3. Be a Paul. No excuses, no complaints, and no matter the sacrifice or cost.
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Maps
Source: Quaerentia: Mark Meynell with All Souls Church in London, England
Paul’s First Missionary Journey
[image: ]

The Travels of the Apostle Paul: The Council at Jerusalem
Preview: Two Examples of Disagreements
In this passage, we see how the early church (~50 AD) handled a divisive issue. When the disagreement became public (Acts 15:2), the opponents did not gossip or fight. Instead, they came together (Acts 15:2-4), listened to all sides (Acts 15:5-12), remained sensitive to the work of the Holy Spirit (Acts 15:8), and accepted the decision of the leaders (Acts 15:19). Sadly, after avoiding a split in the church, Paul and Barnabas could not agree on a personnel issue so they parted company (Acts 15:37-39; 13:13).
Key thought: Disagreements in the church need not always cause division
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 15 (Author = Luke)
Conflict over Circumcision
1 And certain men came down from Judea and taught [inchoative imperfect active: began to teach and kept it up] the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” [Pop quiz: Jesus + X = salvation? X = 0] 2 Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension [standing insurrection] and dispute [mutual questioning, disputation, discussion] with them [read: a dialogue over a core theological doctrine], they determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, about this question.
3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they [Paul and Barnabas] passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, describing the conversion of the Gentiles; and they caused great joy [What am I causing?] to all the brethren. 4 And when they had come to Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and the elders [the apostles were the leaders of the early church and the elders were those in authority underneath the apostles]; and they reported all things that God had done with them. 5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed [these were Christians] rose up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses [Jesus + X].”
The Jerusalem Council
6 Now the apostles and elders came together to consider this matter [this would have been a who’s who of leaders: Paul, Barnabas, Peter, James, and John; Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: So far as we know this is the only time that Paul and John met face to face]. 7 And when there had been much dispute [the same word used in Acts 15:2; mutual questioning, disputation, discussion; this was civil discourse for the sake of the gospel; all sides had their say], Peter rose up and said to them [Peter starts the official deliberations amongst the apostles and elders because a decision needs to be made]: “Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago [about ten years prior] God chose among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, 9 and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith [First, a review of prior revelation is given (What did God say? Salvation is through faith)—Peter says that circumcision and Law-keeping have nothing to do with salvation]. 10 Now therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 11 But we believe [Theology exists in the context of community. Corporate theology is as important as individual theology. What we believe is as important as what I believe. We are in this together.] that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the same manner as they.” [Not only is salvation for everyone, but salvation is the same for everyone. This is the last mention of Simon Peter in Acts.]
12 Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul [Barnabas probably took the lead in this explanation—remember that Barnabas had more contacts within the Jerusalem Christian community than Paul did] declaring how many miracles and wonders God had worked through them among the Gentiles [Second, examples from experience are given (What has happened? God has worked miracles amongst the Gentiles)]. 13 And after they had become silent, James answered, saying, “Men and brethren, listen to me: 14 Simon has declared how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His name. 15 And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written:
16 ‘After this I will return
And will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down;
I will rebuild its ruins,
And I will set it up;
17 So that the rest of mankind may seek the LORD,
Even all the Gentiles who are called by My name,
Says the LORD who does all these things.’ [Third, examples from Scripture are given (What did God say long ago? God said that the Gentiles would one day be able to seek Him)]
18 “Known to God from eternity are all His works [People’s New Testament: This calling of the Gentiles is a part of the Divine plan known to God from the beginning. Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: This purpose of God . . . is an old one.]. 19 Therefore I judge that we should not trouble those from among the Gentiles who are turning to God, 20 but that we write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality [any inappropriate sex], from things strangled, and from blood [all things commonly associated with pagan worship at that time]. 21 For Moses has had throughout many generations those who preach him in every city, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath.” [Fourth, exhortation to godliness is given (What direction is consistent with what God has said, what has happened, and what God said long ago? Sanctified and righteous living are still needed)]
The Jerusalem Decree
22 Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas [Paul is listed first again because Paul takes the leadership role out in the mission field], namely, Judas who was also named Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren.
23 They wrote this letter by them:
The apostles, the elders, and the brethren,
To the brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia:
Greetings.
24 Since we have heard that some who went out from us have troubled [troubled, agitated] you with words, unsettling [moving, unsettling, subverting; Barnes’ Notes: to collect together the vessels used in a house—the household furniture—for the purpose of removing it] your souls, saying, “You must be circumcised and keep the law” [first, they stated their understanding of the facts]—to whom we gave no such commandment—[second, they clarified what they said] 25 it seemed good to us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ [third, they vouched for the old missionaries]. 27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who will also report the same things by word of mouth [fourth, they vouched for the new missionaries; Adam Clarke: Judas and Silas are sent to corroborate by their oral testimony what was contained in the letters sent from the council]. 28 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: 29 that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well [fifth, they instructed them in a clear path of godliness].
Farewell.
Whose advice did the church take? Peter, Barnabas, Paul, or James? James (which, turns out to be great evidence that Peter had no ecclesiastical authority over the early church as the Roman Catholic Church teaches—the fact that James spoke at all after Peter shows that Peter had no papal authority)
Adam Clarke: James determined what ought to be done; and the whole assembly resolved how that should be done
Continuing Ministry in Syria
30 So when they were sent off, they came to Antioch; and when they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the letter. 31 When they had read it, they rejoiced over its encouragement [Theological disagreements can end well. Adam Clarke: This was one of the first controversies in the Christian Church; but, though the difference of sentiment was considerable, it led to no breach of Christian charity nor fellowship among themselves. Barnes’ Notes: [on the topic of this council] It came together, not to promote, but to silence disputation; not to persecute the people of God, but to promote their peace; not to be a scene of harsh and angry recrimination, but to be an example of all that was mild, and tender, and kind.]. 32 Now Judas and Silas, themselves being prophets also, exhorted [to encourage by bringing close] and strengthened the brethren with many words. 33 And after they had stayed there for a time, they were sent back with greetings from the brethren to the apostles.
34 However, it seemed good to Silas to remain there. 35 Paul and Barnabas also remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.
Division over John Mark
36 Then after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us now go back and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they are doing [road trip; Wesley: This was all that St. Paul designed at first; but it was not all that God designed by his journey].” 37 Now Barnabas was determined [deliberated with himself, considered, resolved] to take with them John called Mark [John Mark was Barnabas’ cousin]. 38 But Paul insisted [kept on thinking it fit, right, kept judging it worthy, kept on deeming it deserving] that they should not take with them the one who had departed from them in Pamphylia, and had not gone with them to the work. 39 Then the contention [incitement, irritation] became so sharp that they parted from one another. [Geneva Study Bible: A lamentable example of discord between excellent men and very great friends, yet not because of profane matters or their own private affairs, neither yet because of doctrine. God uses the faults of his servants to the profit and building of the Church. It is important to note that the original text denotes no anger or ill will on either side of this argument. It appears as though they found a topic on which they could not agree to disagree. Coffman: Strong men with minds strongly made up often find disagreement between them.] And so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus [John Mark’s home; J. W. McGarvey: The separation of Barnabas and Paul is our separation from Barnabas. His name is not mentioned again by Luke.]; 40 but Paul chose Silas and departed [People’s New Testament: Neither would yield, so they determined to work separately. Barnabas, with Mark, went to visit the churches of Cyprus, while Paul chose Silas as his fellow laborer.], being commended by the brethren to the grace of God [Adam Clarke: There is no proof that the Church did not recommend Barnabas to the grace of God, as well as Paul; but, as St. Luke had for the present dropped the story of Barnabas, and was now going on with that of Paul and Silas.]. 41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.
Who was right, Paul or Barnabas? Four schools of thought:
1. Paul was right (most use the argument that since Paul was an apostle, he was right—the problem with this argument is that Barnabas is also called an apostle; most also use the argument that Paul was commended by other believers—we have already addressed this)
2. Barnabas was right (most arguments in favor of Barnabas rely on the fact that love should win the day in disagreements between believers)
3. Neither Paul nor Barnabas was right (most arguments have at the root of their basis the concept taught in 1 Corinthians 11:14: Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor [disgrace, shame] to him? Many different words are used by the various translations to describe the meaning of this word, but no translation uses the word, ‘sin.’ It is not a sin, it is a shame,—just like, it is a shame that it is too hot or too cold in this room sometimes; it was a shame that they could not get along, but it was not necessarily a sin)
4. Both Paul and Barnabas were right (most arguments for this opinion show that God worked through both of their ministries—but this is hardly a good argument because God is always working through and despite both our obedience and our disobedience—that is just what He does; the logical root behind this argument is that if it works out well, it must have been God’s plan—this logic can lead to serious theological error and I caution you in using it)
Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: How watchful does all this teach Christians, and especially Christian ministers and missionaries, to be against giving way to rash judgment and hot temper towards each other, especially where on both sides the glory of Christ is the ground of difference! How possible is it that in such cases both parties may, on the question at issue, be more or less in the right! How difficult is it even for the most faithful and devoted servants of Christ, differing as they do in their natural temperament even under the commanding influence of grace, to see even important questions precisely in the same light! And if, with every disposition to yield what is unimportant, they still feel it a duty each to stand to his own point, how careful should they be to do it lovingly, each pursuing his own course without disparagement of his Christian brother! And how affectingly does the Lord overrule such difference of judgment and such manifestations of human infirmity, by making them “turn out rather unto the furtherance of the Gospel”; as in this case is eminently seen in the two missionary parties instead of one, not travelling over the same ground and carrying their dispute over all the regions of their former loving labors, but dividing the field between them!
Matthew Henry: Paul and Barnabas, who were not separated by the persecutions of the unbelieving Jews, nor the impositions of the believing Jews, were yet separated by an unhappy disagreement between themselves. O the mischief that even the poor and weak remainders of pride and passion, that are found even in good men, do in the world, do in the church!
Wesley: O how mighty is the grace of God! which in the midst of the world, in the midst of sin, among so many snares of Satan, and in spite of the incredible weakness and depravity of nature, yet overcomes all opposition, sanctifies, sustains, and preserves us to the end!
Jim’s opinion: A blending of arguments two and three—I think Barnabas was right about John Mark, but I am saddened that these two wise leaders could not find a way to get along without separation. It reminds me of many men and women that have come through Stuart Heights in my eleven years here who have left because of matters far more trifling than this.
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Crystal clear theology assists in godly living
2. Jesus = salvation
3. Reconciliation is always God’s plan (but God will be the hero no matter what—He can even work through lack of reconciliation)
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Discuss theology with other believers
2. Never add anything to the gospel
3. Stand in the gap for those willing to serve
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The Travels of the Apostle Paul: More Missionary Journeys
Preview: Keep Moving Forward
Wherever Paul went, he moved the gospel forward. He was relentless about it. He took others along with him, but he was always moving forward. It reminds me of the 2007 Disney movie, Meet the Robinsons. The movie is about a young inventor who travels through time to meet his mother and eventually meets his entire family. The movie ends with this quote from Walt Disney: We keep moving forward, opening new doors, and doing new things, because we’re curious and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths.
Key thought: Keep moving the gospel forward
Chapter summaries
Acts 16: Timothy joins Paul and Silas. Paul has a vision of Macedonia. Paul baptizes Lydia and picks up Dr. Luke. Paul and Silas are imprisoned, an earthquake occurs, the jailer is saved, and they are released.
Acts 17: They preach at Thessalonica. They are attacked at Jason’s house. They taught the Bereans. Paul engages the philosophers at Athens and preaches at the Areopagus.
Acts 18: Paul goes to Corinth and lives with Aquila and Priscilla for 18 months. Paul returns to Antioch and finishes his vow. Aquila and Priscilla teach Apollos.
Acts 19: Paul stays at Ephesus for three months. Paul performs many miracles and a riot occurs.
Acts 20: Paul leaves Ephesus and travels to Troas. Paul preaches all night, Eutychus dies, and Paul raises Eutychus from the dead. Paul continues to Miletus. Paul calls for the Ephesian elders and blesses them.
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 16-20 (Author = Luke)
↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
Acts 16
Timothy Joins Paul and Silas
1 Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman who believed, but his father was Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brethren who were at Lystra and Iconium. 3 Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, for they all knew that his father was Greek. [Did we not just decide in last week’s lesson that circumcision was not necessary for salvation? Is Paul going back on the church’s decision? No, Paul was all things to all men to move the gospel forward (1 Corinthians 9:19-23).] 4 And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily.
↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑
The Macedonian Call
6 Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. 7 After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them. 8 So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them.
Lydia Baptized at Philippi 
11 Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, and the next day came to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is the foremost city of that part of Macedonia, a colony. And we were staying in that city for some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there [normally, Paul went to the synagogue, but this town was so small that it did not have a synagogue]. 14 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul. 15 And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us.
↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
Paul and Silas Imprisoned
16 Now it happened, as we went to prayer [Satan’s attacks come when we attack], that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met [used in a military sense for a hostile meeting] us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling [They were cultic pimps, prostituting her spirit for money as opposed to her body for money]. 17 This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” [Imagine a prostitute on the side of the street with a T-shirt that says, “I love Jesus.” This was not the best witness for Jesus. Now, if she was talented, you would think that she would have told her masters, “You guys need to put something aside for a rainy day because using me for money is about to come to an end.”] 18 And this she did for many days.
But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he [the spirit] came out that very hour. 19 But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. [The marketplace was the place of assembly for public debating, for elections, for trials, for buying and selling and all kinds of business. Some people when they realize they can no longer get ahead just seek to get even.]
↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑
20 And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; 21 and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.” [They meant to charge the apostles with introducing a new religion, which was against Roman law. However, there was no law against converting since Romans were free men.] 22 Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes [Normally, prisoners were stripped naked, but the word for clothes refers only to the upper garment] and commanded them to be beaten with rods [The Greek word for rods is fasces. Fasces are a bundle of rods bound together with a hatchet at one end. The hatchet was used as a show of power and the cords would be unbound to beat a prisoner. The fasces are a symbol of power and can be seen on multiple things in the USA—the wall behind the speaker of the house, on Abraham Lincoln’s statue on the Lincoln Memorial, and on various coats of armor and symbols.]. 23 And when they had laid many stripes on them [because of Deuteronomy 25:3, the Jews never gave more than thirty-nine stripes to any criminal but the Romans had no such law], they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer [most likely this was a retired Roman soldier—as many jailers at that time were] to keep them securely. 24 Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner prison [the Roman public prisons had an entrance area, then an outer prison and behind this the inner prison which was basically a dungeon] and fastened their feet in the stocks [a wooden instrument with five holes for the wrists, head and feet to be secured in a painful position].
The Philippian Jailer Saved
25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing [Instead of cursing men, they praised God—remember 1 Thessalonians 5:18. Rejoicing in persecution comes from God’s grace. We do not have it within us to do this on our own.] hymns [Passover hymns—Psalms 113-118. Here is a sample:
Psalm 113:3: From the rising of the sun to its going down The LORD’s name is to be praised.
Psalm 114:7: Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,
Psalm 115:2: Why should the Gentiles say, “So where is their God?”
Psalm 116:4: Then I called upon the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I implore You, deliver my soul!”
Psalm 116:16b: You have loosed my bonds.
Psalm 117:1a: Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles!
Psalm 118:5a: I called on the LORD in distress; 
Psalm 118:6: The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me?
Psalm 118:19a: Open to me the gates of righteousness]
to God , and the prisoners were listening [the Greek word indicates that the prisoners enjoyed the songs they heard] to them. 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed [if the prison was excavated from rocks in the hillside, as was often the case, the earthquake would easily have slipped the bars of the doors loose and the chains would have fallen out of the walls]. 27 And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. [Every jailor was made responsible for his prisoners, under the same penalty to which the prisoner himself was sentenced. In not escaping, Paul and Silas displayed love. The circumstances said escape, but love said stay. God’s Gospel was more important than their freedom. This earthquake was not sent only for Paul and Silas, but it was also sent for the jailer and his family.] 28 But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.” [Paul knew by divine revelation that everyone was still there because he and Silas were still in the inner prison. There comes a time when you and I have to speak up to stop people from their self-destructive ways.]
29 Then he called for a light [anyone that was more concerned about the jailer than escaping was someone that the jailer wanted to listen to], ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 And he brought them out and said, “Sirs [This was a title of honor (also translated, ‘Lord’) used with respect by servants to their masters. How many times do you think this jailer has used this particular word toward his prisoners?], what must I do to be saved?” [This question is obviously not referring to his personal safety since none of the prisoners had escaped. This is a question about his soul (he was familiar with the reason they were in jail). The jailer wants the kind of life that Paul and Silas had. Our Christianity should make others want what we have with God.]
31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord [This is the same Greek word that the jailer used to address Paul and Silas in verse 30. By using the word that the jailer used, they were informing the jailer of the way of salvation and putting Paul, Silas and Jesus in the right order.] Jesus Christ, and you will be saved [Paul's answer is the essence of the gospel: believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved. This is salvation by grace alone, received by faith alone. This is a statement that any of us should be ready to give to any man at any time. Paul and Silas said just enough. This was not a time for a long sermon, but a get-to-the-substance statement. Some have worried that Paul's invitation to salvation here is too easy and does not include repentance. Paul never specifically called the keeper of the prison to repent because he was already repenting. We see the repentance of the jailer in that he fell down trembling.], you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes [he is a changed man]. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. 34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household. [Conversion changes a man. Cruelty gives way to kindness in the converted. If there is no change in a life, there has been no conversion. You cannot meet the Creator of the Universe and remain the same.]
↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
Paul Refuses to Depart Secretly
35 And when it was day, the magistrates sent the officers [a public official who held the fasces before a magistrate], saying, “Let those men go.” [Earthquakes were perceived to be signs from the gods, so the magistrates might have felt that this was punishment from their own gods for their actions]
36 So the keeper of the prison reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. Now therefore depart, and go in peace.” [The jailer did not have the authority to let Paul and Silas go even though he was now a Christian. The jailer still recognized the authority of the magistrates. One believer should not break the law for another.]
37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us openly, uncondemned Romans [To claim Roman citizenship was punishable by death and Paul and Silas could very well have had on their possession papers that indicated they were in fact Roman citizens. Paul and Silas could have at any time claimed Roman citizenship and gotten out of all of this. Our rights that our country gives us are not as important as our obedience God. God may ask us to lay down our rights for the good of another.], and have thrown us into prison. And now do they put us out secretly? No indeed! Let them come themselves and get us out.” [Literally, “Lead us out.” If the magistrates did this, it would be a public acknowledgment of their innocence and would go far in spreading the gospel. Paul was not going to stay in Philippi. Paul stood up to the injustice done to him lest it be done to other believers after he left.]
38 And the officers told these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were Romans [To punish a Roman citizen inappropriately was an offence to all Romans and the punishment was death and the confiscation of property]. 39 Then they came and pleaded with them and brought them out [literally, “led them out”—Paul and Silas got their public apology], and asked them [In the Greek, this is the imperfect active tense which means they kept on asking and asking and asking] to depart from the city. 40 So they went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia [Paul and Silas did not sue the justice system. Paul and Silas did not complain about it. Paul and Silas went back to work moving the gospel forward. When they had the freedom to preach the gospel, they preached the gospel. That is where many Christians make a mistake. They get bitter and angry and they end up using their civil rights to try to get even with people. Our rights should be used to promote the gospel, not to be satisfied with the right to promote the gospel. I know people who are outraged because they have been told they cannot pray in Jesus’ name in public when they do not even pray in Jesus’ name in private.]; and when they had seen the brethren, they encouraged them and departed. [Paul and Silas departed when it was God’s timing—when their work was complete. Lydia's and the jailer’s families laid the foundation of the Philippian church. We have records of a representative of this church attending a church council over 600 years later.]
↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑
Acts 17
Preaching Christ at Thessalonica
1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.” 4 And some of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the leading women, joined Paul and Silas.
Assault on Jason’s House
5 But the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the evil men from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar and attacked the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. 6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, “These who have turned the world upside down have come here too. 7 Jason has harbored them, and these are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king—Jesus.” 8 And they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city when they heard these things. 9 So when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.
↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
Ministering at Berea
10 Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea [even though Paul and Silas left a ministry in Thessalonica, they did not leave the ministry]. When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews [Paul did not know how to quit—they had already been run out of multiple synagogues and they kept moving the gospel forward]. 11 These [the Berean Jews] were more fair-minded [Some of your translations will have the word, ‘noble’ instead of fair-minded. This literally means nobler by birth; descended from ancestors that are more illustrious. Barnes’ Notes: It is always proof of a noble person to be willing to examine into the truth of any doctrine presented.] than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word [The Bereans were teachable. They had enough humility to know they did not know it all. Teach the teachable and reach the reachable.] with all readiness [pay attention to the manner in which you pay attention], and searched [to sift up and down (as if panning for gold), to make careful and exact research as in legal processes] the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so [Every preacher should expect his doctrines to be examined in this way, and to be rejected if they are not in accordance with the word of God. If I teach something that is unbiblical and you believe it, we are both guilty. I have a responsibility to get it right and you have a responsibility to check it out.]. 12 Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men. 13 But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was preached by Paul at Berea, they came there also and stirred up [The word used here means to agitate, or excite, as the waves of the sea are agitated by the wind] the crowds. 14 Then immediately the brethren sent Paul away, to go to the sea; but both Silas and Timothy remained there [Everything Paul did would have been in vain had Silas and Timothy not stayed behind to help the new believers. Everyone needs encouragement. Everyone needs someone to come along side and help them out.]. 15 So those who conducted Paul brought him to Athens [To make sure of his safe arrival. Geneva Study Bible (1599): The sheep of Christ also watch their pastor’s health and safety. Part of our job as a congregation is to protect our pastors. Repeatedly we see in Acts that the preachers get in trouble and the men and women of God rally around them for protection. We must do the same. To forfeit this obligation is to hinder their ministry.]; and receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to him with all speed, they departed.
↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑
The Philosophers at Athens
16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him when he saw that the city was given over to idols. 17 Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be there. 18 Then certain Epicurean [philosophies: (1) everything happens by chance, (2) there is no life after death, and (3) eat, drink, and be merry] and Stoic [philosophies: (1) the gods do not care, (2) grin and bear it, and (3) do not trust anyone] philosophers encountered him. And some said, “What does this babbler want to say?”
Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods,” because he preached to them Jesus and the resurrection.
19 And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new doctrine is of which you speak? 20 For you are bringing some strange things to our ears. Therefore we want to know what these things mean.” 21 For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new thing [sound familiar?].
Addressing the Areopagus
22 Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; 23 for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription:
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.
Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 24 “God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 25 Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things. 26 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ 29 Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising. 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”
32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while others said, “We will hear you again on this matter.” 33 So Paul departed from among them. 34 However, some men joined him and believed, among them Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and others with them.
↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
Acts 18
Ministering at Corinth
1 After these things Paul departed from Athens and went to Corinth [Comparing where Paul had just been, Athens, with where he was now, Corinth, you could say that Corinth was the blue-collar town and Athens was the academic town. Corinth was a wicked city. The temple of Aphrodite had a thousand consecrated prostitutes and the very name to Corinthianize meant immorality. It was known to the ancients to be on the same level with Sodom. Estimates put its population somewhere between 100,000 and 1 million (it may have been the largest city in the world if you counted the tourists). A Greek proverb said, “See Corinth and die.”]. 2 And he found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus [Historians tell us that there was a man named Aquila born in Pontus that is noted for his Greek translation of the Old Testament. Many believe that this is the same Aquila.], who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla (because [emperor] Claudius had commanded all the Jews to depart [be expelled, deported] from Rome); and he came to them. 3 So, because he was of the same trade [occupation], he stayed with them and worked; for by occupation they were tentmakers. 4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks.
A Jewish guild always kept together in street or synagogue so this is how they probably met. Every Jewish boy in New Testament times was taught some kind of trade. A Jewish saying is that, “He that teaches not his son a trade, doth the same as if he taught him to be a thief.”
Their tents were made of rough goat’s hair fabric that took great skill to cut and sew properly. Paul wove goats’ hair into tents. Tarsus, Paul’s hometown, was world renown for their black goats and long hair and their ability to use it in protective gear. Paul used tentmaker’s language in 2 Timothy when he wrote, “rightly dividing the word of truth.” Rightly dividing refers to cutting out according to a pattern so that everything fits together properly so that it could be properly folded and used.
↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑
5 When Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was compelled by the Spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ. 6 But when they opposed him and blasphemed, he shook his garments and said to them, “Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 7 And he departed from there and entered the house of a certain man named Justus, one who worshiped God, whose house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.
9 Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, “Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent; 10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many people in this city.” 11 And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. [There is no opportunity for hiding your true nature when you live with someone for 18 months—Aquila and Priscilla got to know the real Paul and Paul got to know the real Aquila and Priscilla.]
12 When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and brought him to the judgment seat, 13 saying, “This fellow persuades men to worship God contrary to the law.”
14 And when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing or wicked crimes, O Jews, there would be reason why I should bear with you. 15 But if it is a question of words and names and your own law, look to it yourselves; for I do not want to be a judge of such matters.” 16 And he drove them from the judgment seat. 17 Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat. But Gallio took no notice of these things.
Paul Returns to Antioch
18 So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow. 19 And he came to Ephesus, and left them there; but he himself entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to stay a longer time with them, he did not consent, 21 but took leave of them, saying, “I must by all means keep this coming feast in Jerusalem; but I will return again to you, God willing.” And he sailed from Ephesus.
22 And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up and greeted the church, he went down to Antioch. 23 After he had spent some time there, he departed and went over the region of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples.
↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
Ministry of Apollos
24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures [Dr. Luke does not give platitudes lightly—and remember that the Holy Spirit is the author], came to Ephesus. 25 This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately [Aquila and Priscilla may not have been accomplished public speakers, but they were diligent students of the Word, and they loved to share it with others. Apollos had a keen mind and a quick understanding. He absorbed the truth they taught him and made it a part of his life and ministry. Moreover, because of this encounter with Aquila and Priscilla, he became an effective servant of God whom some of the Corinthians later placed on a level with Peter and Paul (1 Corinthians. 1:12: Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.”). Paul not only moved the gospel forward, he taught others how to move the gospel forward as well.].
↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑
27 And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace; 28 for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.
Acts 19
Paul at Ephesus
1 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”
So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.”
3 And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?”
So they said, “Into John’s baptism.”
4 Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.”
5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 7 Now the men were about twelve in all.
8 And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading concerning the things of the kingdom of God. 9 But when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way before the multitude, he departed from them and withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 10 And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.
Miracles Glorify Christ
11 Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so.
15 And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?”
16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 18 And many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds. 19 Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.
The Riot at Ephesus
21 When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in the Spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been there, I must also see Rome.” 22 So he sent into Macedonia two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and Erastus, but he himself stayed in Asia for a time.
23 And about that time there arose a great commotion about the Way. 24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Diana, brought no small profit to the craftsmen. 25 He called them together with the workers of similar occupation, and said: “Men, you know that we have our prosperity by this trade. 26 Moreover you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are not gods which are made with hands. 27 So not only is this trade of ours in danger of falling into disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess Diana may be despised and her magnificence destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worship.”
28 Now when they heard this, they were full of wrath and cried out, saying, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 29 So the whole city was filled with confusion, and rushed into the theater with one accord, having seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians, Paul’s travel companions. 30 And when Paul wanted to go in to the people, the disciples would not allow him. 31 Then some of the officials of Asia, who were his friends, sent to him pleading that he would not venture into the theater. 32 Some therefore cried one thing and some another, for the assembly was confused, and most of them did not know why they had come together. 33 And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander motioned with his hand, and wanted to make his defense to the people. 34 But when they found out that he was a Jew, all with one voice cried out for about two hours, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”
35 And when the city clerk had quieted the crowd, he said: “Men of Ephesus, what man is there who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple guardian of the great goddess Diana, and of the image which fell down from Zeus? 36 Therefore, since these things cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rashly. 37 For you have brought these men here who are neither robbers of temples nor blasphemers of your goddess. 38 Therefore, if Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a case against anyone, the courts are open and there are proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. 39 But if you have any other inquiry to make, it shall be determined in the lawful assembly. 40 For we are in danger of being called in question for today’s uproar, there being no reason which we may give to account for this disorderly gathering.” 41 And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly.
Acts 20
Journeys in Greece
1 After the uproar had ceased, Paul called the disciples to himself, embraced them, and departed to go to Macedonia. 2 Now when he had gone over that region and encouraged them with many words, he came to Greece 3 and stayed three months. And when the Jews plotted against him as he was about to sail to Syria, he decided to return through Macedonia. 4 And Sopater of Berea accompanied him to Asia—also Aristarchus and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia. 5 These men, going ahead, waited for us at Troas. 6 But we sailed away from Philippi after the Days of Unleavened Bread, and in five days joined them at Troas, where we stayed seven days.
↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
Ministering at Troas
7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. 8 There were many lamps in the upper room [making it smoky, so a window would need to be opened] where they were gathered together. 9 And in a window sat a certain young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep [Eutychus was sitting on the windowsill. This is ‘sitting on the edge.’ I hope you are not sitting on the edge of our church. Come inside; get a good seat of service. Trees in the middle of a forest are rarely damaged in a storm—those that are on the edge fall.]. He was overcome by sleep; and as Paul continued speaking, he fell down from the third story and was taken up dead [Now, most of us would have taken this as a ‘sign’ from God that we were supposed to go home at this point. Paul was preaching so hard that there was no one that noticed that Eutychus was sleeping in a way that was dangerous to him. If someone were sleeping in this class, would you not all know it? Would not someone lean over and wake that person up?]. 10 But Paul went down, fell on him, and embracing him said, “Do not trouble yourselves [literally, ‘stop making noise’—the eastern way to mourn a person is to wail], for his life is in him.” 11 Now when he had come up, had broken bread and eaten, and talked a long while, even till daybreak, he departed. 12 And they brought the young man in alive, and they were not a little comforted. [Get involved. Neat things happen when you move the gospel forward.]
↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑↑
From Troas to Miletus
13 Then we went ahead to the ship and sailed to Assos, there intending to take Paul on board; for so he had given orders, intending himself to go on foot. 14 And when he met us at Assos, we took him on board and came to Mitylene. 15 We sailed from there, and the next day came opposite Chios. The following day we arrived at Samos and stayed at Trogyllium. The next day we came to Miletus. 16 For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of Pentecost.
↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
The Ephesian Elders Exhorted
17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church. 18 And when they had come to him, he said to them: “You know, from the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, 19 serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials [What fun would a sporting event be with only one team? Opposition allows for enjoyment at success.] which happened to me by the plotting of the Jews; 20 how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house, 21 testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there [You are not responsible for the consequences of obedience. You are responsible for obedience.], 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. 24 But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.
25 “And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no more. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers [literally, to look over—it is the job of our pastors to look over into our business], to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.
32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34 Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my necessities, and for those who were with me. 35 I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 37 Then they all wept freely, and fell on Paul’s neck and kissed him, 38 sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that they would see his face no more. And they accompanied him to the ship.
Paul was comfortable leaving them because he had fulfilled this particular mission—he had trained his replacements. Have you trained your replacement? You have finished your assignment when you have trained your replacement. Train your replacement to move the gospel forward.
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. Following Jesus is not linear
2. God will bring the right people at the right time
3. The gospel must always be moving forward
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Know that opposition does not equal being out of God’s will
2. Engage with those that God brings into your life
3. Always be moving the gospel forward
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The Travels of the Apostle Paul: The Trip to Rome
Preview: If Only . . . Not!
Have you ever wondered, “If only?” If only I had done things differently. If only I had obeyed God. If only I had witnessed when I should have. Most of us will struggle at some time with whether we took the right path or made the right decision. From what we can glean from scripture, Paul was not that kind of person. We can speculate from various stories in scripture that maybe a decision or direction was not the best for Paul, but he did not appear to have dwelt on that. Paul kept moving forward. If he saw an open door, he would step forward until God closed it. Paul had a calling from God that varies little from what He is calling each of us to do. What did God call Paul to do? If you answered, “Be a missionary to the Gentiles,” you would be only partially accurate. Look at his specific calling from God in Acts 9:15. He was to bear my name (Jesus) before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel. Whom does that leave out? What are we supposed to be doing? (The Great Commission) Many years have gone by now and Paul is still focused on that calling. God wanted Paul to preach the Gospel in Rome (Acts 23:11) and he gets him there courtesy of the Roman authorities. Over the next couple of years of Paul’s life, during a prolonged prison stay, before he is martyred, he has a lot of time to reflect on his decisions. What would be going through your mind? Regrets? Not Paul! In the midst of seeming chaos, two things kept Paul going. The first was his single-minded focus on his mission. Even when confronting King Agrippa, Paul never blinked (Acts 26:20, 28-29). The second was the intervention of the Holy Spirit. Several times, God miraculously changed the course of events (Acts 27:33-34, 44; 28:1-10). In the end, Paul accomplished exactly what God wanted.
Key thought: God has a purpose for us and He will help us carry it out
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 25-28 (Author = Luke)
Acts 25
Paul Appeals to Caesar
1 Now when Festus had come to the province, after three days he went up from Caesarea to Jerusalem. 2 Then the high priest and the chief men of the Jews informed him against Paul; and they petitioned him, 3 asking a favor against him, that he would summon him to Jerusalem—while they lay in ambush along the road to kill him. [Paul has been in prison for over two years. This was in violation of Roman law for a Roman citizen who had no charge proven against him.] 4 But Festus answered that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself was going there shortly. 5 “Therefore,” he said, “let those who have authority among you go down with me and accuse this man, to see if there is any fault in him.”
6 And when he had remained among them more than ten days, he went down to Caesarea. And the next day, sitting on the judgment seat, he commanded Paul to be brought. 7 When he had come, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood about and laid many serious complaints against Paul, which they could not prove [they needed just two people to corroborate their stories and after two years, they still can’t get any valid charge to stick to Paul], 8 while he answered for himself, “Neither against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have I offended in anything at all.”
9 But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favor, answered Paul and said, “Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and there be judged before me concerning these things?”
10 So Paul said, “I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged. [It was under Roman authority that Paul was imprisoned and held for two years. He was awaiting Roman judgment. Paul knew the Jewish leadership only wanted to kill him and no justice could be served by turning him over to them. He was not looking to be martyred.] To the Jews I have done no wrong, as you very well know. 11 For if I am an offender, or have committed anything deserving of death, I do not object to dying; but if there is nothing in these things of which these men accuse me, no one can deliver me to them. I appeal to Caesar.” [His right as a Roman citizen and only alternative to death at the hand of the Jews]
12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, “You have appealed to Caesar? To Caesar you shall go!”
Paul Before Agrippa
13 And after some days King Agrippa [This was another Herod. His great-grandfather tried to kill the baby Jesus. His grandfather killed John the Baptist. His father killed James and numerous disciples.] and Bernice [sister and incestuous partner of Agrippa] came to Caesarea to greet Festus. 14 When they had been there many days, Festus laid Paul’s case before the king, saying: “There is a certain man left a prisoner by Felix, 15 about whom the chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, when I was in Jerusalem, asking for a judgment against him. 16 To them I answered, ‘It is not the custom of the Romans to deliver any man to destruction before the accused meets the accusers face to face, and has opportunity to answer for himself concerning the charge against him.’ 17 Therefore when they had come together, without any delay, the next day I sat on the judgment seat and commanded the man to be brought in. 18 When the accusers stood up, they brought no accusation against him of such things as I supposed, 19 but had some questions against him about their own religion and about a certain Jesus, who had died, whom Paul affirmed to be alive [Paul has witnessed to Festus and Felix before him]. 20 And because I was uncertain of such questions, I asked whether he was willing to go to Jerusalem and there be judged concerning these matters. 21 But when Paul appealed to be reserved for the decision of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I could send him to Caesar.”
22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I also would like to hear the man myself.”
“Tomorrow,” he said, “you shall hear him.”
23 So the next day, when Agrippa and Bernice had come with great pomp, and had entered the auditorium with the commanders and the prominent men of the city, at Festus’ command Paul was brought in. 24 And Festus said: “King Agrippa and all the men who are here present with us, you see this man about whom the whole assembly of the Jews petitioned me, both at Jerusalem and here, crying out that he was not fit to live any longer. 25 But when I found that he had committed nothing deserving of death, and that he himself had appealed to Augustus, I decided to send him. 26 I have nothing certain to write to my lord concerning him. Therefore I have brought him out before you, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that after the examination has taken place I may have something to write. 27 For it seems to me unreasonable to send a prisoner and not to specify the charges against him.” [The Jews want Paul dead, but Paul has requested to stand before Caesar. Festus has now delayed, for weeks at least, holding Paul because no formal charge worthy of reporting in a Roman court has been leveled.]
Acts 26
Paul’s Early Life
1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You are permitted to speak for yourself.”
So Paul stretched out his hand and answered for himself [Paul witnesses to Agrippa and Bernice]: 2 “I think myself happy, King Agrippa, because today I shall answer for myself before you concerning all the things of which I am accused by the Jews, 3 especially because you are expert in all customs and questions which have to do with the Jews. Therefore I beg you to hear me patiently.
4 “My manner of life from my youth, which was spent from the beginning among my own nation at Jerusalem, all the Jews know. 5 They knew me from the first, if they were willing to testify, that according to the strictest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. 6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers. 7 To this promise our twelve tribes, earnestly serving God night and day, hope to attain. For this hope’s sake, King Agrippa, I am accused by the Jews. 8 Why should it be thought incredible by you that God raises the dead?
9 “Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. 11 And I punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities.
Paul Recounts His Conversion
12 “While thus occupied, as I journeyed to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, 13 at midday, O king, along the road I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and those who journeyed with me. 14 And when we all had fallen to the ground, I heard a voice speaking to me and saying in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 15 So I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 16 But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you. 17 I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you, 18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’
Paul’s Post-Conversion Life
19 “Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance. 21 For these reasons the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me. 22 Therefore, having obtained help from God, to this day I stand, witnessing both to small and great, saying no other things than those which the prophets and Moses said would come— 23 that the Christ would suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the dead, and would proclaim light to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.”
Agrippa Parries Paul’s Challenge
24 Now as he thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are beside yourself! Much learning is driving you mad!” [Festus has now heard multiple times the Gospel and has totally rejected it]
25 But he said, “I am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak the words of truth and reason. 26 For the king, before whom I also speak freely, knows these things; for I am convinced that none of these things escapes his attention, since this thing was not done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you do believe.”
28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a Christian [conviction].”
29 And Paul said, “I would to God that not only you, but also all who hear me today, might become both almost and altogether such as I am, except for these chains.”
30 When he had said these things, the king stood up, as well as the governor and Bernice and those who sat with them; 31 and when they had gone aside, they talked among themselves, saying, “This man is doing nothing deserving of death or chains.”
32 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “This man might have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.” [Agrippa proclaims Paul innocent, but “He is your problem, not mine”]
Acts 27
The Voyage to Rome Begins
1 And when it was decided that we should sail to Italy, they delivered Paul and some other prisoners to one named Julius, a centurion of the Augustan Regiment. 2 So, entering a ship of Adramyttium, we [at least Luke, perhaps others are traveling with Paul on this prison ship] put to sea, meaning to sail along the coasts of Asia. Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, was with us. 3 And the next day we landed at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and gave him liberty to go to his friends and receive care. 4 When we had put to sea from there, we sailed under the shelter of Cyprus, because the winds were contrary. 5 And when we had sailed over the sea which is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia. 6 There the centurion found an Alexandrian ship sailing to Italy, and he put us on board.
7 When we had sailed slowly many days, and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, the wind not permitting us to proceed, we sailed under the shelter of Crete off Salmone. 8 Passing it with difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near the city of Lasea.
Paul’s Warning Ignored
9 Now when much time had been spent, and sailing was now dangerous because the Fast was already over, Paul advised them, 10 saying, “Men, I perceive that this voyage will end with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also our lives.” 11 Nevertheless the centurion was more persuaded by the helmsman and the owner of the ship than by the things spoken by Paul. 12 And because the harbor was not suitable to winter in, the majority advised to set sail from there also, if by any means they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete opening toward the southwest and northwest, and winter there.
In the Tempest
13 When the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their desire, putting out to sea, they sailed close by Crete. 14 But not long after, a tempestuous head wind arose, called Euroclydon. 15 So when the ship was caught, and could not head into the wind, we let her drive. 16 And running under the shelter of an island called Clauda, we secured the skiff with difficulty. 17 When they had taken it on board, they used cables to undergird the ship; and fearing lest they should run aground on the Syrtis Sands, they struck sail and so were driven. 18 And because we were exceedingly tempest-tossed, the next day they lightened the ship. 19 On the third day we threw the ship’s tackle overboard with our own hands. 20 Now when neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest beat on us, all hope that we would be saved was finally given up.
21 But after long abstinence from food, then Paul stood in the midst of them and said, “Men, you should have listened to me, and not have sailed from Crete and incurred this disaster and loss. 22 And now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 23 For there stood by me this night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve, 24 saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be brought before Caesar; and indeed God has granted you all those who sail with you.’ [Paul has been praying for these men] 25 Therefore take heart, men, for I believe God that it will be just as it was told me. 26 However, we must run aground on a certain island.”
27 Now when the fourteenth night had come, as we were driven up and down in the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors sensed that they were drawing near some land. 28 And they took soundings and found it to be twenty fathoms; and when they had gone a little farther, they took soundings again and found it to be fifteen fathoms. 29 Then, fearing lest we should run aground on the rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern, and prayed for day to come. 30 And as the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, when they had let down the skiff into the sea, under pretense of putting out anchors from the prow, 31 Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.” 32 Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the skiff and let it fall off. [The authority, accuracy, and honesty of Paul’s words are now obeyed without question. How much authority does our word have when we speak?]
33 And as day was about to dawn, Paul implored them all to take food, saying, “Today is the fourteenth day you have waited and continued without food, and eaten nothing [the crew has been battling this storm for at least two weeks without food and little rest]. 34 Therefore I urge you to take nourishment, for this is for your survival, since not a hair will fall from the head of any of you.” 35 And when he had said these things, he took bread and gave thanks to God in the presence of them all; and when he had broken it he began to eat. 36 Then they were all encouraged, and also took food themselves. [Paul's words and actions bring comfort and peace to others. How well do I do?] 37 And in all we were two hundred and seventy-six persons on the ship. 38 So when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship and threw out the wheat into the sea. [They trusted Paul's word, thus trusted God and His Word. With total trust, brings action and commitment. (Testimony – Plan B) Complete trust in God’s word means not to prepare for the, “What if.”]
Shipwrecked on Malta
39 When it was day, they did not recognize the land; but they observed a bay with a beach, onto which they planned to run the ship if possible. 40 And they let go the anchors and left them in the sea, meanwhile loosing the rudder ropes; and they hoisted the mainsail to the wind and made for shore. 41 But striking a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the prow stuck fast and remained immovable, but the stern was being broken up by the violence of the waves.
42 And the soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim away and escape. 43 But the centurion, wanting to save Paul, kept them from their purpose [Can you see the hand of God?], and commanded that those who could swim should jump overboard first and get to land, 44 and the rest, some on boards and some on parts of the ship. And so it was that they all escaped safely to land [again the hand of God].
Acts 28
Paul’s Ministry on Malta
1 Now when they had escaped, they then found out that the island was called Malta. 2 And the natives showed us unusual kindness; for they kindled a fire and made us all welcome, because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. 3 But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 4 So when the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another, “No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he has escaped the sea, yet justice does not allow to live.” 5 But he shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm [the hand of God]. 6 However, they were expecting that he would swell up or suddenly fall down dead. But after they had looked for a long time and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds and said that he was a god.
7 In that region there was an estate of the leading citizen of the island, whose name was Publius, who received us and entertained us courteously for three days. 8 And it happened that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and dysentery. Paul went in to him and prayed, and he laid his hands on him and healed him. 9 So when this was done, the rest of those on the island who had diseases also came and were healed. 10 They also honored us in many ways; and when we departed, they provided such things as were necessary.
Arrival at Rome
11 After three months we sailed in an Alexandrian ship whose figurehead was the Twin Brothers, which had wintered at the island. 12 And landing at Syracuse, we stayed three days. 13 From there we circled round and reached Rhegium. And after one day the south wind blew; and the next day we came to Puteoli, 14 where we found brethren, and were invited to stay with them seven days. And so we went toward Rome. 15 And from there, when the brethren heard about us, they came to meet us as far as Appii Forum and Three Inns. When Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage.
16 Now when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard; but Paul was permitted to dwell by himself with the soldier who guarded him.
Paul’s Ministry at Rome
17 And it came to pass after three days that Paul called the leaders of the Jews together [Romans 1:16b: for the Jew first and also for the Greek]. So when they had come together, he said to them: “Men and brethren, though I have done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans, 18 who, when they had examined me, wanted to let me go, because there was no cause for putting me to death. 19 But when the Jews spoke against it, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar, not that I had anything of which to accuse my nation. 20 For this reason therefore I have called for you, to see you and speak with you, because for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain.” [This was not an, “Unfortunate event,” it was again an opening provided by God to reach more; specifically Jews here]
21 Then they said to him, “We neither received letters from Judea concerning you, nor have any of the brethren who came reported or spoken any evil of you. 22 But we desire to hear from you what you think; for concerning this sect, we know that it is spoken against everywhere.”
23 So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him at his lodging, to whom he explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening. 24 And some were persuaded by the things which were spoken, and some disbelieved. [Some will believe, and some will not. Our job is not to, “win,” but to tell.] 25 So when they did not agree among themselves, they departed after Paul had said one word: “The Holy Spirit spoke rightly through Isaiah the prophet to our fathers, 26 saying,
‘Go to this people and say:
“Hearing you will hear, and shall not understand;
And seeing you will see, and not perceive;
27 For the hearts of this people have grown dull.
Their ears are hard of hearing,
And their eyes they have closed,
Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears,
Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,
So that I should heal them.”’
28 “Therefore let it be known to you that the salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will hear it!” 29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed and had a great dispute among themselves.
30 Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and received all who came to him, 31 preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one forbidding him. [Still under arrest and awaiting trial in another couple of years, but Paul never quits witnessing. There are no o second-guessing or regrets shown.]
Challenge: Once you find your God-given purpose in life, do not let anything deter you from pursuing it. The enemy will do anything to stop you, discourage you, and they hope to make you quit. Unfortunately, far too many have quit before they started. In the words of Winston Churchill, “Never, never, never give in!”
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Tough, out of our control circumstances arise
2. God is always there and always active, whether we see Him or not
3. Paul stayed faithful to his calling
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Do not let the circumstances control you. Lean on God and His Word.
2. Seek God. Look for His hand in what you are going through—whether good or bad.
3. Be faithful to what He has called you to do. You may not know what He has planned for you in the big picture or long term/down the road, but you can stay faithful now: in the choir, in the nursery, listening to kids quote verses in AWANA, setting up tables and chairs for classes, etc. Keep moving forward looking for opportunities or doors to walk through. Let God open and close the doors. Whatever your lot is right now, “Never, never, never give up!”
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