The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: Letters to the Early Church Leaders
This is our eighth five-week series in the New Testament. So far, we have looked at The Early Years of Jesus, The Teachings of Jesus, the Miracles of Jesus, The Final Days of Jesus, The Church is Born, The Travels of Paul, and Letters to the Early Church.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	July 1
	Elders and Deacons
	1 Timothy 3:1-3
	1 Timothy 3
	Jim Fleming

	July 8
	The Love of Money
	1 Timothy 6:10
	1 Timothy 6:3-21
	Justin Harness

	July 15
	God’s Workman
	2 Timothy 2:15
	2 Timothy 2
	David Barber

	July 22
	All Scripture is God-breathed
	2 Timothy 3:16-17
	2 Timothy 3:10-4:8
	Lori Drake

	July 29
	The Coming of the Lord
	1 Thess. 4:16-17
	1 Thess. 4:13-5:11
	Jim Fleming



Letters to the Early Church Leaders: Elders and Deacons
Preview: Human Resources
In today’s lesson, we look at the job prerequisites for church leadership. The New Testament uses many different __________ for the leadership positions that we will look at today.
Lenski: All of the qualifications listed except aptness to teach and that pertaining to a novice are requirements that apply to ______ Christians
1 Timothy was among the ________ letters that Paul wrote
Key thought: God has standards for His servants
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Timothy 3 (Author = Paul)
Qualifications of Overseers (1-7)
1 This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop [God’s eyes in human form looking in to the laity’s ________________], he desires a good work [Guzik: Spiritual leadership in the church isn’t all about titles and honor and glory; it’s about ________].
2 A bishop then must be blameless [David Guzik: Sin is vertical, blameless is ____________________]
2 hospitable [generous to ____________]
3 The church is made up of former ____________
5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?) [Guzik: Paul recognizes that it is in the home where our Christianity is __________ demonstrated]

Qualifications of Deacons (8-13)
8 Likewise deacons [______________, ones who serve food and drink]
11 Likewise, their wives must be reverent, not slanderers [the Greek is diabolos, literally, ___________]

The Great Mystery (14-16)
14 These things I write to you . . . 15 . . . that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. [Calvin: Paul will not acknowledge the Church except where God’s truth is exalted and plain]
16 Paul is saying that the mystery of godliness is __________
Challenge: Embrace God’s standards for laity and leadership (not perfection)

Apply (What is the point?)
1. God has prerequisites for leadership and standards for His servants
2. God’s prerequisites have not ______________
3. God’s prerequisites will not ____________

Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Encourage and exhort my pastors in these prerequisites
2. Be ________ to be overlooked
3. Train my children to fill these roles
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Letters to the Early Church Leaders: The Love of Money
Preview: Been there, done that
One of my goals in this 100-week series was to have at least 10 different voices speaking to us. You may not be a teacher and may be scared to death to speak, but you need to tell your story (and it does not have to be in Sunday school). However, it is important for you and it is important for others.
Today’s text is at the end of 1 Timothy and Paul is wrapping up all of his instructions to Timothy.
Key thought: There can be only ______

Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Timothy 6:3-21 (Author = Paul)
Error and Greed (3-10)
3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness, 4 he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, 5 useless wranglings [useless occupation, __________ business] of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself.
6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain  we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and clothing [literally, ‘covering,’ implying both clothing and lodging], with these we shall be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich ________ into temptation and a snare [snare, ________, noose], and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith [John Wesley: They aimed not at faith, but at something else] in their greediness, and pierced themselves through [to torture your soul—these are ________-inflicted wounds] with many sorrows. [The stuff that dirty, colored paper can buy is not worth the cost here or the cost hereafter.]
The Good Confession (11-16)
11 But you, O man of God, flee [an imperative] these things and pursue [an imperative] righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. 12 Fight [an imperative] the good fight of faith, lay hold on [an imperative] eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, 14 that you keep [an imperative] this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, 15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.
Instructions to the Rich (17-19)
17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: Riches have __________] but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them [we are the ________] do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give [______________], willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.
Guzik: Many think the main reason for giving unto the Lord is because the church needs money. No. The most important reason to give is because you need to be a giver. It is God’s way of guarding you against greed and trust in uncertain riches. God will provide for His work even if you do not give; but what will happen to you?

Guard the Faith (20-21)
20 O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge— 21 by professing it some have strayed concerning the faith. Grace be with you. Amen.

Justin Harness

Challenge: Where are you?

Apply (What is the point?)
1. Justin Harness: Material gain does ______ produce contentment
2. Loving money and things is both visible and invisible
3. We cannot do better without God

Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Justin Harness: Our contentment is found in the absolute truth of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
2. Confess the visible and invisible sin and get accountable with a brother/sister
3. Ask God for help to hold your riches ______________

Recommended resource: John Wesley’s sermon, The Danger of Riches (1872)
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Letters to the Early Church Leaders: God’s Workman
Introduction
1. How many M&Ms are in the jar? ______
2. What are your three favorite songs?
	1.
	2.
	3.

Preview: You can’t handle the truth!
Key thought: The truth is always the issue

Background on 2 Timothy
The Pastoral Epistles
1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus (1 Timothy, Titus, 2 Timothy) (Paul’s last letter before his death)
Paul is writing the letter from a prison in Rome (most have deserted Paul due to his imprisonment)
Paul is addressing the staying faithful to the truth (in the face of adversity and even when it does not “look” like it is right or winning)
Purpose of the pastor – Proclaim the truth (today: the definition of truth is being changed to concept of tolerance)

Purpose of the church: SHBC
Worship: You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind
Instruction: Teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you
Fellowship: Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
Evangelism: Go therefore and make disciples
Service: You shall love your neighbor as yourself
WIFE’S
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 2 Timothy 2 (Author = Paul)
Be strong—pass on the Truth (1-13)
Command statements:
· Be strong in the grace
· Endure hardship
· Remember . . . Jesus Christ
Illustrations
	
	Illustration 
	The Call 
	The Reward 

	2:3 
	A soldier
	Suffer hardship
	Please the One who enlisted you

	2:5 
	An athlete
	Follow the rules
	Win the prize

	2:6 
	A farmer
	Work hard
	Receive your share of the harvest

	2:15 
	A workman
	Accurately handle the Word
	Be approved to God

	2:20 
	A vessel
	Be cleansed
	Be useful to the Master

	2:24 
	A servant
	Be at peace
	God may grant repentance to some


Deal with false teachers (14-26)
Command statements:
· Remind [God’s people] of these things
· Not to strive about words to no profit
· Present yourself approved to God
· Shun profane and idle babblings
· Flee . . . youthful lusts
· Pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace
· Avoid foolish and ignorant disputes
Why is truth always under attack?
Implications – If there is truth, then we are accountable to it
Redefine – If you cannot combat truth, redefine it
Correct false teachers – in a spirit of gentleness
Godless chatter – distracts from the truth
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. Pass on the Truth – Jesus Christ
2. Avoid godless chatter
3. Let God win over opponents
Truth wins! It is worth it . . .
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Look at trials in the right light
2. Be known as a workman
3. It is always about the Truth
And it’s going to get worse (2 Timothy 3:1-9)
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Letters to the Early Church Leaders: All Scripture is God-breathed
Preview:
It is the end of your life, you have only days left. There is a pen and paper in your lap and you have on your heart a person who will remain after you are gone. Someone you love and hold dear. Someone you have walked through seasons of life with, just perhaps a few years ahead of them. Maybe it is a daughter or son, a spouse, a younger sibling, or grandchild. You will be gone, they will remain, and you want to prepare them. You want to provide guidance, clarity, direction, advice. You do not want them to repeat your mistakes; you want them spared from pain and hardship, and to experience every possible success imaginable in their endeavors. What would you tell them?
Paul is writing to Timothy, his “son in the faith” (1 Timothy 1:2), and __________________ him for a life of ministry. Key thought: Believers must remain devoted to the truth of God’s Word
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 2 Timothy 3:10-4:8 (Author = Paul)
The Man of God and the Word of God (10-17)
10 But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions I endured [These events are recorded in Acts __-__. He is telling Timothy that he can trust his life—“You have watched me ________!”]
13 But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived [Imposters look like, talk like, and act like Christians, but do not submit to the ________________ of Christ]
Was there a time in your life when you thought you were following Christ, but looking back, you saw no true evidence of saving faith? Maybe, going through the motions?
__________ __________________ in the early church: Judaizers, Gnosticism, Arianism, Sabellianism, and Modalism
15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. [Who taught Timothy? ____________ and ______________________]
17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped [______________ tense] for every good work.
2 Timothy 4
Preach the Word (1-5)
1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! [What does this say to pastors? Preach the ____________________. To congregations? Congregate where __________________ is preached.]
2 Preach the word! [Luther: Because heresies threatened the living apostolic message, it had to be recorded in a book to protect it from falsification. Preaching reverses this process of conservation again, allowing the Scriptures of the past to become the tidings of the present . . . The ____________ has been committed to lifeless paper; fresh words can transform it into glad tidings again.]
2 Be ready in season and out of season [MacArthur: The faithful preacher must proclaim the Word when it is popular and/or convenient, and when it is not; when it seems suitable to do so, and when it seems not. The dictates of popular culture, tradition, reputation, acceptance, or esteem in the community (or in the church) must __________ alter the true preacher’s commitment.]
2 Convince, rebuke [Driscoll: Biblical preaching first ______________ you, then calls you to repentance, then ________________ you.]
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.
	TRUTH
	
	TRUTH



Biblical: Truth is __________, culture changes	Postmodernism: Truth ______________ as culture 									  changes
MacArthur’s The Truth War: Uncertainty is the new truth . . . [truth itself is] . . . not fixed . . . [but is] . . . infinitely pliable . . . [and] . . . thus capable of making room for everyone’s views.
Paul’s Valedictory (6-8)
8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing [Paul’s perspective remains not on his death, but on ____________]
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Is your manner of ________ worthy of being imitated?
1. Are you __________________ of the things written in God’s Word? 
2. Could you be swayed by a gospel that is ________________ to what is laid out in Scripture?
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Remain ________________ to other believers
1. Remain ________________ to God’s Word
1. Remain ________________ to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
Recommendation: John MacArthur’s The Truth War
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Letters to the Early Church Leaders: The Coming of the Lord
Preview: Ready, set, gone!
Key thought: Be __________
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 (Author = Paul)
The Comfort of Christ’s Coming
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren [Coffman: This was one of Paul’s favorite ways of introducing a new and important subject.], concerning those who have fallen asleep [literally, __________; metaphorically, ________], lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring [lead] with Him those who sleep in Jesus. [Moffat: Moffatt: Since Paul left, some of the Thessalonian Christians had died, and the survivors were distressed with the fear that these would have to occupy a position secondary to those who lived until the Advent of the Lord.]
Asleep or dead? The Greek word used here: koimao
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Obviously sleep
Matthew 27:52
Matthew 28:13
Luke 22:45
John 11:12
Acts 12:6
Obviously dead
John 11:11
Acts 7:60
Acts 13:36
1 Corinthians 7:39

Probably dead
1 Corinthians 11:30
1 Corinthians 15:6
1 Corinthians 15:18
1 Corinthians 15:20
1 Corinthians 15:21
1 Thessalonians 4:13
1 Thessalonians 4:14
1 Thessalonians 4:15
2 Peter 3:4


Leon Morris (quoted in Coffman): The very word “cemetery,” “[Greek: koimeterion], is derived from the word used here, [Greek: koimao], and means ‘a place of __________.’”
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: Hence there was no ground for uneasiness about the dead in Christ]. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God [an angel in heaven is licking his ________]. And the dead [Greek, nekros] in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together [Guzik: The word rapture is not in the ancient Greek text, but comes from the Latin ______________, which translates the phrase caught up with rapturus, from which we get our English word rapture.] with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always [at all times, always, ever] be with the Lord [David Guzik: This is the great reward of heaven—to be with __________.]. 18 Therefore comfort [Greek, parakaleo, ____________] one another with these words.
The Day of the Lord
1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night [Lipscomb: Only by a righteous and pure life can one be ready for his coming]. 3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden [unexpected, sudden, unforeseen] destruction [ruin, destroy, death] comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape [flee away to safety]. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness [literally, darkness; metaphorically, ignorance, on the ____________ side], so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all sons of light [literally, light; metaphorically, knowledge, on ________ side] and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love [agape], and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. [Jesus is coming back for me and it will be good for me ______________]
11 Therefore comfort [Greek, parakaleo, exhort] each other and edify [build up] one another, just as you also are doing. [Adam Clarke: Rest assured that, in ______ times and circumstances, it shall be well with the righteous; let every man lay this to heart; and with this consideration comfort and edify each other in all trials and difficulties.]

Apply (What is the point?)
1. Jesus is coming back
2. We will experience __________ 
3. Death can be a ________ thing 

Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Be ready
2. Comfort and edify
3. Help ____________ to be ready
