SHBC Sunday school	The Revelation: The New Jerusalem	December 16, 2012
The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: The Revelation
This is our tenth and last series in the New Testament. So far, we have looked at The Early Years of Jesus, The Teachings of Jesus, the Miracles of Jesus, The Final Days of Jesus, The Church is Born, The Travels of Paul, Letters to the Early Church, Letters to the Early Church Leaders, and The Apostles’ Teaching.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	November 18
	A Voice and a Vision
	Revelation 1:17-18
	Revelation 1
	Jim Fleming

	November 25
	Messages to the Churches
	Revelation 3:21-22
	Revelation 2-3
	Jim Fleming

	December 2
	The Throne of Heaven
	Revelation 7:11-12
	Revelation 4-7
	Keith Chrisman

	December 9
	Hallelujah!
	Revelation 19:6-7
	Revelation 19-20
	Barry Cole

	December 16
	The New Jerusalem
	Revelation 21:2-4
	Revelation 21-22
	Jim Fleming



The Revelation: A Voice and a Vision
Introduction
Written by the Apostle John around 95 AD (the last New Testament book written)
Wikipedia: A title came into usage from the first word of the book in Koine Greek: apokalypsis, meaning, “unveiling,” or, “revelation.” It is also known as the Book of the Revelation of Saint John the Divine or the Apocalypse of John (both in reference to its author), or the Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ (in reference to its opening line), or simply Revelation (often erroneously called Revelations in contrast to the singular in the original Koine), or the Apocalypse.
The players
Jesus Christ: the central figure and the One being unveiled
The Apostle John: the author of the Gospel of John, 1 John, 2 John, and 3 John
The churches: seven real churches that existed at that time
The Old Testament: David Guzik: The Book of Revelation is rooted in the Old Testament. It contains more than 500 allusions to the Old Testament, and 278 of the 404 verses in Revelation (that is almost 70%) make some reference to the Old Testament.
Satan and his forces (who lose repeatedly, by the way)
The Outline (we will predominately focus on the bold areas)
1. The Introduction (Revelation 1)
2. Messages for seven churches of Asia (Revelation 2-3)
3. The throne of God (Revelation 4-5)
4. Seven seals and seven trumpets (Revelation 6-11)
5. The Second and Third Woes (Revelation 12-16)
6. Aftermath of Babylon the Great (Revelation 17-18)
7. The Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:1-10)
8. The Millennium (Revelation 19:11-20:6)
9. Post-Millennium (Revelation 20:7-20:15)
10. The New Heaven and Earth (Revelation 21:1-22:5)
11. Conclusion (Revelation 22:6-21)
Preview: The Beginning of the End and the End of the Beginning
Just as we began Genesis with Jesus (the Word without whom nothing was made, according to John 1), we end it all beginning with Jesus. All of human history points to Him and it ends with His unveiling.
Revelation can be a tricky book to understand, but keep this thought in mind: God knows what He is doing, He knows when He is going to do it, and He knows whom He will involve in it. We trust Him.
Key thought: It all started with Jesus, it is all about Jesus, and it will all end with Jesus
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Revelation 1 (Author = John)
Introduction and Benediction
1 The Revelation [apokalupsis, laying bear, making naked, disclosure of truth, instruction, manifestation, appearance; our word apocalypse comes from this Greek word] of Jesus Christ [David Guzik: This book is Jesus’ Revelation in the sense that it belongs to Him, He is the one doing the revealing. It is also Jesus’ Revelation in the sense that He is the object revealed; Jesus is the person revealed by the book. This book is about Jesus.], which God gave Him to show His servants—things which must shortly take place [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: It is a relative term to be judged in the light of 2 Peter 3:8 according to God’s clock, not ours]. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John [Adam Clarke: It came from God to Christ, from Christ to the angel, from the angel to John, and from John to the Church], 2 who bore witness [Greek is marturia, which originally meant to give testimony, but evolved into time to be the word for martyr—one who died for his or her testimony] to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 3 Blessed is he [singular] who reads and those [plural] who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it [There is a special blessing for us who read, hear, and keep the things in Revelation—so it should be studied. David Guzik: This is the first of seven beatitudes of Revelation (Revelation 1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7, and 22:14).]; for the time is near. [David Guzik: Shortly is the ancient Greek phrase en tachei, which means “‘quickly or suddenly coming to pass,’ indicating rapidity of execution after the beginning takes place. The idea is not that the event may occur soon, but that when it does, it will be sudden.” (Walvoord). My daughter’s school had lockdown practice last week. She told me she hoped lockdown would not be in one particular classroom. I asked her why (thinking she may just not like that teacher). Her answer surprised me, “Because I don’t know what to do in that room in a lockdown.” I told her I hoped she did have lockdown practice in that room because the purpose of practice is to be ready. We are called by John to be ready in our obedience for all situations in all times, for the time is near.]
Greeting the Seven Churches
4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia [David Guzik: This was the Roman province of Asia, which is the western part of modern day Turkey. The way this is worded in the English almost implies that there were only seven churches in Asia Minor, but there were many, many more at this time—Jesus just picked these seven for His special purpose]:
Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.
To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood [David Guzik: Notice the order: first loved, then washed. It wasn’t that God washed us out of some sense of duty, and then loved us because were then clean. He loved us while we were dirty, but then He washed us.], 6 and has made us kings and priests [David Guzik: In the Old Testament, it was forbidden to combine the offices of king and priest. King Uzziah of Judah is an example of a man who tried to combine the two offices, and paid the penalty for it (2 Chronicles 26:16-23). But under the New Covenant, we can be like Jesus in the sense that He is both King and High Priest (Luke 1:31-33; Hebrews 4:14).] to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.
8 “I am the Alpha [the first letter of the Greek alphabet] and the Omega [the last letter of the Greek alphabet], the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty [the one who has His hand on everything].”
Vision of the Son of Man
9 I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos [an island in the Aegean Sea about 30 miles in circumference—it was a Roman penal colony and the prisoners mined marble] for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, “What you see, write in a book [John is commanded to write 12 times in Revelation] and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.” [David Guzik: Interestingly, the Apostle Paul also wrote to seven churches: Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Colossae, Philippi, and Thessaloniki]
12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band [David Guzik; Exodus 39:1-5 says that there were golden threads in the band that went around the chest of the high priest of Israel. Jesus’ band has more than a few golden threads. It is all gold! How much greater is the eternal, heavenly priesthood of Jesus! Jesus is the true and better priest.]. 14 His head and hair were white like wool [Jesus is the true and better Lamb], as white as snow [Jesus is the true and better pure sacrifice], and His eyes like a flame of fire [Jesus is the true and better judgment]; 15 His feet were like fine brass [Jesus is the true and better foundation], as if refined in a furnace [Jesus is the true and better purity], and His voice as the sound of many waters [Jesus is the true and better water, the true and better word, and the true and better voice speaking into our lives]; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword [Jesus is the true and better warrior], and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength [Jesus is the true and better light—and He lit the stars with His glory]. 17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me [even with all of those competing things in His hand, He touched John], saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last [Jesus is the true and better beginning and the true and better ending]. 18 I am He who lives [Jesus is the true and better life], and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore [Jesus is the true and better resurrection]. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death [Jesus is the true and better champion—He stood in the middle of two camps and fought for us—AND WON!]. 19 Write the things which you have seen [Revelation 1], and the things which are [Revelation 2-3], and the things which will take place after this [Revelation 4-22]. 20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches. [Jesus is the true and better answer. This is the real Jesus—not some effeminate display that you see in paintings. My Jesus is strong, victorious, powerful, and loves His children. David Guizk: this is the only physical description of Jesus given to us in the Bible.]
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. Jesus started it all and will end it all
2. Revelation is not to be ignored
3. Jesus is better than anything else
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Always be on the lookout for Jesus
2. Study all the Bible, not just your favorite parts
3. Treasure Him, His Word, and His people

The Revelation: Messages to the Churches
Preview: The Postman
Ray C. Stedman: There were many other churches in the province of Asia at the time John wrote this letter. Others of them could have been selected, but only these seven were chosen. They were not even the best known churches in Asia. . . . The word “angel” appears many times in the book outside these seven letters, and in every case it refers to a heavenly being–what we normally think of as an angel. It is suggestive here that each church has a heavenly being responsible for guiding the human leadership. There is a pattern to the structure of these letters: a description of the city, something about Jesus, a commendation, a condemnation, some type of counsel, and finishes with a challenge.
Key thought: Jesus has a message (no matter what your status is)
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Revelation 2-3 (Author = John)
Revelation 2
Ephesus: The Loveless Church
In the first century AD it was a significant seaport city with a population of 250,000 and is a swamp now. Ephesus was primarily known for the Temple of Artemis. The Temple was an entirely marble structure that was 425 feet long by 220 feet wide and 120 columns. Only one of its columns still exists today.
A lesser-known structure in Ephesus was their theatre. It held an estimated 44,000 people and is believed to have been the largest outdoor theater in the world at that time.
The church at Ephesus was started by Paul (you can read about that in Acts 19). Paul worked there himself later on and wrote two letters to a young pastor named Timothy (1 Timothy and 2 Timothy). Church tradition says that after John wrote Revelation he went to Ephesus and lived the rest of his life.
1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, ‘These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: 2 “I know your works, your labor [literally, a beating—from the Greek word which means to beat your chest in sorrow], your patience [steadfastness, constancy, endurance], and that you cannot bear [take up, carry] those who are evil [bad nature, troublesome, injurious, pernicious, destructive]. And you have tested those who say [affirm, allege, portend or profess] they are apostles [a delegate, messenger, one sent forth with orders] and are not, and have found [to find by thought—where we get our English word heuristics] them liars [false, deceitful]; 3 and you have persevered [take up, carry] and have [hold, echo] patience [steadfastness, constancy, endurance], and have labored [to be tired and exhausted from labor] for My name’s sake and have not become weary [sick of it]. 4 Nevertheless I have [hold, echo] this against you, that you have left [literally, to send away, to leave: also used of a husband divorcing his wife] your first love [agape love]. [The first Love did not leave them and they did not lose their first Love. J. Hampton Keathley, III: Labor is no substitute for love.] 5 Remember [imperative] therefore from where you have fallen; repent [an imperative meaning to change your mind] and do [imperative] the first works [primary business], or else I will come to you quickly and remove [riot, disturb, throw in to a commotion] your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 6 But this you have [hold, echo], that you hate [detest] the deeds of the Nicolaitans [a group upholding the liberty of eating things sacrificed to idols and fornication], which I also hate [detest].
7 “He who has an ear, let him hear [imperative to the individual] what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes [conquers, the Greek where we get our word Nike (meaning victorious)] I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.”’
Smyrna: The Persecuted Church
“Smyrna” means “myrrh.” It is used as a fragrance. Myrrh is basically tree sap that has been dried out and is then subsequently crushed and burned to make sweet fragrances that were used as perfumes and embalming agents. It is currently used in everything from toothpaste to toiletries. Smyrna is an old city, with periods of activity and inactivity stretching back to 3,000 BC (from death to life to death to life).
Smyrna was located on a significant trade route and it was a very wealthy city at the time John wrote Revelation. Geographically, it is situated at the end of a long land-locked harbor making it a very safe harbor. Many of the buildings from the older parts of Smyrna are located on a hill and the shape of the buildings looks like a crown on the hill, so it is referred to as the, “Crown of Smyrna.”
About the time that Smyrna was rebuilt, Smyrna switched allegiances from Pergamum to the Romans. To elevate their status with Rome, the city created the goddess Roma to worship Rome itself.
8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna [myrrh] write,
‘These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life: 9 “I know [to perceive because having seen] your works [business, employment, what you are occupied with, what you make, what you are doing], tribulation [pressing together, distress, straits—used to describe pressing grapes together], and poverty [used of beggars—this standard of living was probably worsened by the tribulation] (but you are rich [abounding in material resources or Christian virtues that are eternal possessions]); and I know the blasphemy [slander, injurious speech to another’s good name] of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue [assembly] of Satan [adversary]. [There is no condemnation against Smyrna] 10 Do not fear [an imperative; Greek word is phobeo (where we get our English word phobia) meaning to put to flight by terrifying] any of those things [things or people] which you are about to [to intend or have in mind to] suffer [used of sick people]. Indeed [an imperative meaning to pay attention], the devil [slanderer, false accuser] is about to [to be on the point of doing or to intend or have in mind to] throw [to throw or let go of a thing without caring where it falls] some of you into prison, that you may be tested [testing of faith to attempt to entice in to sin— Vance Havner: They were not promised deliverance from tribulation, poverty and reviling. In fact, the worst was yet to come.], and you will have [hold, echo] tribulation [same word as in verse 9] ten days. Be [an imperative] faithful [literally, keep on being faithful; the Greek word is pistos, meaning one who is faithful in the execution of their business or duties, one that can be relied upon] until death, and I will give you the crown [there are two types of crowns in Greek: one for a king and one for a winner—this crown is for the winner] of life.
11 “He who has an ear, let him hear [an imperative] what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes [Nike] shall [absolutely] not [never (a double negative in the Greek, which unlike English, emphasizes rather than cancels out the meaning)] be hurt by the second death.”’
Pergamos: The Compromising Church
Pergamos was geographically 16 miles from the Aegean Sea (the first of our seven cities that is not a port city) and means “elevation.” It was an acropolis (a city on the edge) located on a promontory (a prominent land mass overlooking lower lying land). Cities, forts, and castles are built here because of their defensive properties. Pergamos no longer exists today, but a small city named Bergama exists close to the ancient ruins and has about 55,000 people while ancient Pergamos had closer to 150,000.
Upper Acropolis:
· The altar (open-air altar dedicated to Zeus )
· A 10,000 seat theater (the steepest of any ancient theater)
· The library (the second best in the ancient Greek civilization). It contained 200,000 volumes.
Lower Acropolis:
· upper, middle, and lower gymnasiums
· temple of Demeter and the sanctuary of Hera
Asclepieion (3 km south):
· sanctuary of Asclepius—the god of healing
· Barclay: Sufferers were allowed to spend the night in . . . the temple. In the temple there were tame snakes. In the night, the sufferer might be touched. . . . The touch of the snake was held to be the touch of the god himself, and the touch was held to bring health and healing.
· a healing spring (patients would bathe here)
The church in Pergamos is not mentioned elsewhere in Scripture and is not the ‘Perga’ in Acts 13-14.
12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos [elevation] write,
‘These things says He who has [holds, possesses] the sharp [swift, quick] two-edged [having a double mouth] sword: 13 “I know [I have perceived it because I have seen it] your works [business, employment, what you’re occupied with, what you make, what you are doing], and where you dwell [settle], where Satan’s [adversary (one who opposes another in purpose or act)] throne [chair] is. And you hold fast [keep on holding on to] to My name [name, cause], and did not deny My faith [conviction of the truth of anything, belief] even in the days in which Antipas [against all] was My faithful [trusty] martyr, who was killed among [beside, near] you, where Satan dwells [settle]. 14 But [Nevertheless] I have [hold, possess] a few [small number of] things against you, because you have [hold, possess] there those who hold the doctrine [teaching] of Balaam [literally, ‘perhaps’; Balaam’s story is in Numbers 22-24], who taught Balak [a devastator or spoiler] to put [to throw or let go of a thing without caring where it falls] a stumbling block [Greek = skandalon, the movable stick or trigger of a trap] before [in the presence of] the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality [Greek = porneuo (the root word for our English pornography); prostitution, unlawful sexual intercourse. David Guzik: Sexual immorality marked the whole culture of the ancient Roman Empire. . . . To paraphrase the Roman statesman Cicero . . . “If there is anyone who thinks that young men should not be allowed the love of many women, he is extremely severe.”]. 15 Thus [In this manner] you also have [hold, possess] those who hold [hold, possess] the doctrine [teaching] of the Nicolaitans [literally, ‘destruction of people’; a group upholding the liberty of eating things sacrificed to idols as well as committing fornication], which thing I hate. 16 Repent [an imperative, to change your mind], or else [otherwise] I will come to you quickly [without delay] and will fight [war] against them with the sword of My mouth.
17 “He who has [holds, possesses] an ear, let him hear [an imperative] what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes [conquers, the Greek is the verb form of the English word Nike (meaning victorious)] I will give some of the hidden [concealed] manna [literally, what is it; the food that fed the Israelites in the wilderness] to eat. And I will give him a white [light, bright] stone, and on the stone a new [fresh] name written which no one knows except him who receives [takes] it.”’
Thyatira: The Corrupt Church
Thyatira means “odor of affliction”
Wikipedia: It was famous for its dyeing and was a center of the indigo trade. Among the ancient ruins of the city, inscriptions have been found relating to the guild of dyers in the city. Indeed, more guilds are known in Thyatira than any other contemporary city in the Roman province of Asia (inscriptions mention the following: wool-workers, linen-workers, makers of outer garments, dyers, leather-workers, tanners, potters, bakers, slave-dealers, and bronze-smiths).
David Guzik: Thyatira was the smallest and least important of the seven cities Jesus addresses in Revelation 2 and 3. When Paul was going through Philippi, he met Lydia (from Thyatira) in Acts 16:13-15, but the church in Thyatira is not mentioned elsewhere in Scripture.
Today, the city of Akhisar (‘white castle’) sits on the ruins of Thyatira and about 100,000 live there.
18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira [odor of affliction] write,
‘These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: 19 “I know [I have perceived it because I have seen it] your works [business, employment, what you’re occupied with, what you make, what you are doing], love [agape love], service [diakonos—where we get our English word for deacon (a servant)], faith [trust, conviction], and your patience [steadfastness, constancy, endurance] [Ray C. Stedman: Love leads to service; faith leads to perseverance. If you love God, you will serve his people. You cannot help it. It is the sign that you love that you are willing to serve.]; and as for your works [business, employment, what you are occupied with, what you make, what you are doing], the last are more than the first [meaning these traits are growing]. 20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow [permit, give up, let go, leave alone] that woman Jezebel [ironically enough, ‘chaste’], who calls [says about] herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce [to cause or lead away from the right way; to deceive one away from the truth] My servants to commit sexual immorality [prostitution, sexual idolatry, or any unlawful sexual intercourse] and eat things sacrificed to idols [Ray C. Stedman: Evidently there was in the church at Thyatira a woman who was a very dominant leader. Jesus names her “Jezebel.” . . . Here he chooses the name of the most evil woman in the Old Testament. . . . [The New Testament Jezebel] taught that it was all right for Christians to indulge in sexual immorality and in idolatry. . . . Here is the link with the trade unions of Thyatira. In order to work in these unions, which constituted the entire business of the city, Christians had to join a union, or guild, made up of pagans for the most part. . . . [from William Barclay] “These guilds met frequently, and they met for a common meal. Such a meal was, at least in part, a religious ceremony. It would probably meet in a heathen temple, and it would certainly begin with a libation [pouring of a drink offering] to the gods, and the meal itself would largely consist of meat offered to idols.” . . . In order to make a living they had to belong to a union, but to attend the union was to become involved, or to be sorely pressured to become involved, with the worship of idols and with licentious and lascivious debauchery. So they had to make a choice. . . . Apparently Jezebel had begun to teach that it was all right for them to go along with the requirements of the guild, that they needed to submit to the pressures of the world around in order to make a living, and that God would understand and overlook this. David Guzik: One ancient Christian named Tertullian wrote about Christians who made their living in trades connected to pagan idolatry. . . . [and then] justify this by saying, “This is my living, and I must live.” Tertullian replied . . . “Must you live?”]. 21 And I gave her time to repent [change of mind leading to a change of actions] of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. 22 Indeed [an imperative meaning to look, or see] I will cast [to throw without concern of where a thing falls] her into a sickbed [William Barclay: The word for a banqueting couch; and if that meaning is taken, the meaning is: ‘I will strike her down as she sits at her forbidden feasts.’”], and those who commit adultery with her [speaking specifically to those she has seduced into sexual relations] into great tribulation [major oppression, affliction, tribulation, distress, straits], unless they repent of their deeds [business, employment, what you are occupied with, what you make, what you are doing]. 23 I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know [understand, get acquainted with the fact] that I am He who searches [examines] the minds [kidneys (place of emotion)] and hearts [place of intellect]. And I will give to each one of you according to your works [business, employment, what you’re occupied with, what you make, what you are doing].
24 “Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have [hold] this doctrine [teaching], who have not known [understand, get acquainted with the fact] the depths of Satan [God has ‘deep things’ as well (note 1 Corinthians 2:10); Ray C. Stedman: Whenever God has something good, Satan imitates it], as they say, I will put on you [to throw without concern of where a thing falls] no other burden [heaviness, weight, burden, trouble]. 25 But hold fast [an imperative] what you have [hold] till I come [am present].
26 And he who overcomes [conquers, the Greek is the verb form of the English word Nike (meaning victorious)], and keeps [guards carefully] My works [business, employment, what you are occupied with, what you make, what you are doing] until the end, to him I will give power [legal governmental power] over the nations—
27 ‘He shall rule [to feed, to tend a flock, keep sheep] them with a rod [staff] of iron;
They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’ [from Psalm 2:9]
—as I also have received from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star.
29 “He who has [holds, possesses] an ear, let him hear [an imperative] what the Spirit says to the churches.”’
Revelation 3
Sardis: The Dead Church
Sardis means “red ones.” Ray C. Stedman: Sardis was built on a mountain spur about 1,500 feet above the valley floor. It was regarded as virtually impregnable to military assault. It was as geographically secure as it could get. Ray C. Stedman: Sardis was once one of the greatest cities of the world. It had been the capital of the ancient kingdom of Lydia, and in the 6th century BC was ruled by a fabulously wealthy king whose name, Croesus [pronounced CREE’-sus], became a byword for uncounted wealth.
J. Hampton Keathley, III: Sardis was devoted to the worship of the mother-goddess Cybele [pronounced, Sybil-E’—similar to “Mother Earth”] and no temple worshipper was allowed to approach the temple of the gods with soiled or unclean garments. A white and clean robe was required.
The church in Sardis is not mentioned anywhere else in the Scripture.
1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis [red ones] write,
‘These things says He who has [holds] the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars [representing the seven churches as stated in Revelation 1:20]: “I know [I have perceived it because I have seen it] your works [business, employment, what you are occupied with, what you make, what you are doing], that you have [hold] a name [name, cause] that you are alive [alive and enjoying life], but you are dead [from the Greek root word that means corpse]. [Ray C. Stedman: They had a good reputation, but it was actually a dead church. The members of it were for the most part not even believers. . . . Hollywood has given us a name for people like that: it calls them “Zombies”—corpses that are alive . . . but they are really dead.] 2 Be [an imperative] watchful [the root word means to wake up and the tense indicates that this should be done continuously; keep on watching, keep on being alert, keep on waking up], and strengthen [an imperative; stabilize, place firmly, set fast, fix, make firm, confirm] the things which remain [the rest of the things—the things that are not fully dead], that are ready [about to, to intend to] to die, for I have not found [observed, found, discovered] your works [business, employment, what you are occupied with, what you make, what you are doing] perfect [full, complete] before [in the presence of] God. 3 Remember [an imperative; recall] therefore how [the way] you have received and heard [heard, understood, comprehended]; hold fast [an imperative; take care of this, guard it, keep it in the state that it was] and repent [an imperative; change your mind]. Therefore if you will not watch [to pay attention unless through neglect destruction overtakes you; the root word means to wake up], I will come upon you [I will arrive unexpectedly] as a thief [an embezzler, a pilferer—one who does not care about what he takes], and you will not know [a double negative in the Greek; meaning to perceive, understand, be acquainted with] what hour [any specific time period] I will come upon [arrive unexpectedly to] you. [Ray C. Stedman: This church in Sardis was so devoid of life that it actually had no struggles going on within it. There was no reason for Satan to mount an offensive attack because no one was mounting an attack against Satan—Sardis was not a threat. George B. Caird: A perfect model of inoffensive Christianity.] 4 You have [hold] a few [small number of] names [names, causes] even in Sardis who have not defiled [polluted, stained, contaminated, defiled; the root word means black] their garments; and they shall walk [progress, walk, live their lives] with [with, after, behind] Me in white [light, brightness], for [because] they are worthy [have weight or substance]. 5 He who overcomes [conquers, the Greek is the verb form of the English word Nike (meaning victorious)] shall be clothed [surrounded, clothed] in white [light, brightness] garments [like the angel in Matthew 28:3], and I will not blot out [a double negative in the Greek—actually the strongest negative possible in the entire Greek language; meaning to wipe out, wipe away, obliterate] his name [name, cause] from the Book [book, scroll] of Life; but I will confess [to acknowledge openly and joyfully; the root of this word is the normal Greek word for confess (meaning to say the same thing about); this word means to say the same thing about with great joy] his name [name, cause] before [in the presence of] My Father and before [in the presence of] His angels. [a reference to Matthew 10:32 and Luke 12:8]
6 “He who has [holds, possesses] an ear, let him hear [imperative] what the Spirit says to the churches.”’ [David Guzik: It is easy to drift in sleepy apathy towards spiritual death, especially when you have a good reputation (people recognize that you are mature in Christ), and when you place a high value on stability. But there is always hope for the dead church, because Jesus is an expert at raising the dead.]
Philadelphia: The Faithful Church
Philadelphia means “brotherly love.” Wikipedia: Was established in 189 BC by King Eumenes II. . . . Eumenes II named the city for the love of his brother . . . Attalus II, whose loyalty [Romans offered to support Attalus II in overthrowing his brother and he declined] earned him the nickname, “Philadelphos”—”one who loves his brother.”
William Barclay: Philadelphia had so many gods and so many temples that sometimes men called it ‘Little Athens’. . . . Philadelphia honored its illustrious sons by putting their names on the pillars of its temples. The church at Philadelphia is not mentioned elsewhere in Scripture.
7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia [brotherly love] write,
‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true [meaning, ‘true and not fake,’ not, ‘true and not false’], “He who has [holds] the key of David, He who opens and no one [no man/no thing] shuts [closes], and shuts and no one [no man/no thing]opens”: 8 “I know [I have perceived it because I have seen it] your works [business, employment, what you are occupied with, what you make, what you are doing]. See [indeed, behold, look, see; an imperative], I have set [given] before you [in your presence] an open door [an opportunity—Paul uses this same imagery in 1 Corinthians 16:9], and no one [no man/no thing] can [has the power to, is able to] shut [close] it [himself]; for you have [hold] a little strength [dunamis; power, strength, ability—but even a little dynamite will blow things up], have kept [taken care of this, guarded it, kept it in the state that it was] My word, and have not denied My name [name, cause]. 9 Indeed [indeed, behold, look, see; an imperative] I will make [give] those of [out of, from] the synagogue [congregation] of Satan [the adversary], who say they are Jews and are not, but [nevertheless] lie [deliberately deceive by lying]—indeed [indeed, behold, look, see; an imperative] I will make them come [so that they come to seek an intimacy in order to become a follower: to come upon one (unexpectedly)] and worship [the Greek word is proskuneo, where we get our English word prostrate; it is a compound Greek word: the first part meaning to come near and the second part meaning a dog—the idea being that you come near someone and lick the hand (or more appropriate for this culture, kiss)—it was an idea of respect and showing submission to] before [in your presence] your feet that I have loved [agapao, welcomed, entertained, fond of, loved dearly] you. 10 Because you have kept [taken care of this, guarded it, kept it in the state that it was] My command [word—command is far too strong a word to use here] to persevere [steadfastness, constancy, endurance, a man who is not swerved from his deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith by the greatest trials and sufferings], I also [likewise] will keep [take care of, guard, keep it in the state that it was] you from [out of, from, away from] the hour [hour, specific time] of trial [an experiment, attempt, trial, proving] which shall [is about to] come upon the whole world, to test [to try, make trial of, test: for the purpose of ascertaining his quantity, or what he thinks, or how he will behave himself] those who dwell on the earth. [There is no condemnation] 11 Behold [indeed, behold, look, see; an imperative], I am coming [appearing] quickly [quickly, speedily, without delay—the idea is suddenness, not immediacy]! Hold fast [get possession of, master, rule, continue to handle] what you have [hold], [so] that no one [no man/no thing] may take [take, receive—i.e., beat you to the finish line] your crown [there are two types of crowns in Greek: one for a king and one for a winner—this crown is for the winner.]. 12 He who overcomes [conquers, the Greek is the verb form of the English word Nike (meaning victorious)], I will make him a pillar [symbolic of stability and permanence—Paul refers to Peter, James, and John as pillars in Galatians 2:9] in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more [meaning to never leave that place like the Philadelphians had to do because of the constant earthquakes and tremors]. I will write on him the name [name, cause] of My God and the name [name, cause] of the city of My God, the New [unused, unworn, a new kind, unprecedented, novel, uncommon, unheard of] Jerusalem, which comes down [descends] out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new [unused, unworn, a new kind, unprecedented, novel, uncommon, unheard of] name [name, cause]. [The Philadelphians wrote on the pillars the names of those that were special because they thought the pillars would last a long time. God writes on us His name because we will last forever and we will be able to reflect His glory with His name on us.]
13 “He who has [holds, possesses] an ear, let him hear [an imperative] what the Spirit says to the churches.”’
Laodicea: The Lukewarm Church
Laodicea means “justice of the people” (or “rule of the people”). J. Hampton Keathley, III: Laodicea was . . . a highly commercial and wealthy city. Laodicea was primarily known for banking, manufacturing, and medicine. Ray C. Stedman: A particular breed of black sheep were raised around this area, and the glossy, black wool was woven into special clothes that were sold here.
J. Hampton Keathley, III: Laodicea received its water through an aqueduct coming from a spring four miles to the south. The water was lukewarm by the time it reached Laodicea.
David Guzik: Poor water supply: If an enemy army surrounded the city, they had insufficient water supplies in the city, and the supplies coming into the city could be easily cut off. The leaders of Laodicea were always accommodating to any potential enemy, and always wanted to negotiate and compromise instead of fight. Laodicea lies in ruin today.
Laodicea is mentioned five times in Colossians—the most significant is Colossians 4:16.
14 “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write,
‘These things says the Amen [an expression of absolute trust and confidence], the Faithful [used of persons who show themselves faithful] and True [real, true, genuine] Witness [a witness who proves the genuineness of their faith in Christ by undergoing a violent death—used of Jesus in Revelation 1:5; used of Antipas (from Pergamos) in Revelation 2:13], the Beginning [beginning, origin, leader, active cause, extreme corner, first place—like a bookend] of the creation [the act of establishing] of God: [There is no commendation] 15 “I know [I have perceived it because I have seen it] your works [business, employment, what you’re occupied with, what you make, what you are doing], that you are neither cold nor hot [boiling hot]. I could wish [used when you wish a thing to happen but know that it will probably will not be done—example: teenager cleaning his/her room] you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm [tepid, lukewarm], and neither cold nor hot, I will [intend to] vomit [not spit, vomit] you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, ‘I am rich [abounding in material resources or eternal possessions], have become wealthy [richly supplied], and have [hold] need of nothing [no thing, no one]’—and do not know [to have perceived because you have seen it] that you are wretched [afflicted with enduring toils and troubles], miserable [worthy of pity], poor [destitute to the point of being reduced to begging], blind [mentally or physically blind—the root word means to be blinded by pride], and naked—18 I counsel you to buy [to go to the market and buy] from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich [richly supplied]; and white [white, light] garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame [confusion, disgrace, shame, dishonor] of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint [rub; an imperative] your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 As many as I love [phileo, brotherly love, fondness], I rebuke [convict, correct, punish] and chasten [to cause to learn, to scourge]. Therefore be zealous [burn with zeal; an imperative] and repent [change of mind leading to a change of actions]. 20 Behold [See; an imperative], I stand at the door and knock. [David Guzik: Philadelphia was “The Church of the Open Door,” . . . Laodicea is “The Church of the Shut Out Jesus.”] If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to [near or towards] him and dine with him, and he with Me. 21 To him who overcomes [conquers, the Greek is the verb form of the English word Nike (meaning victorious)] I will grant [grant, give] to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame [conquered]and sat down with My Father on His throne.
22 “He who has [holds, possesses] an ear, let him hear [an imperative] what the Spirit says to the churches.”’”
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Jesus and the Spirit have a message
2. Lack of self-evaluation can be deadly
3. The old problems are still around
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Listen carefully with a self-critical ear
2. Look closely with a self-critical eye
3. Implement the old solutions
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The Revelation: The Throne of Heaven
Preview: True Worship
The word for revelation in the Greek language is apokalupsis and it means an uncovering, unveiling, or a disclosure. What this book reveals or uncovers is the glory of Jesus Christ. The gospels tell of Jesus as a baby wrapped in cloth being born in a barn on a bed of hay. Growing up, He was subject to earthly time and earthly parents and even grew in an area that was subject to Roman rule. Then, at God’s appointed time, Jesus took His position on the cross as the sacrifice for all of our sins. He was persecuted, mocked, and laughed at as He hung there dying for us as the slain Lamb of God. Then, He conquered sin and death and He ascended to heaven. This is the Jesus we get to know in Revelation 4-7. This is the Jesus who began as the humble suffering servant and ends up as the all-powerful conquering king and judge. This is the Jesus that we bow down to and worship.
Warren Wiersbe: True spiritual worship is perhaps one of the greatest needs in our individual lives and in our churches. Heaven is a place of worship and we will worship our Lord for eternity, so maybe should get a head start. Revelation 4-5 will help us get a better understanding of what true worship is. Revelation 4 begins the third division of the book—“the things which shall be hereafter.”
Key thought: Jesus deserves our true worship
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Revelation 4-7 (Author = John)
Revelation 4
The Throne Room of Heaven
1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this.” [When I began reading this verse, I felt the Holy Spirit telling me to read it again and again. Moreover, as I read it again and again, I finally realized what I was missing/skimming over. There is something beautiful that I do not want to minimize. John looks and sees that the door to heaven is open. This tells me that we have access to where God is. We get the opportunity to look behind the curtains and see what Heaven is about. Is that not something to thank God for? I thank God for the open doors He gives us and if anybody is like me, I thank God for the doors He closed also (because there have been times in my life that I was in places that I should not have been).]
2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne [This is God the Father. Throne is a key word used 14 times in this chapter. This verse should give us comfort in knowing that God is on His throne so no matter what may happen in our lives, He is in complete control.]. 3 And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald [There is no possible way to describe God’s essence, so John uses a comparison to show the radiance of precious stones. The rainbow is a complete circle rather than horseshoe shaped because all things in heaven are complete. The rainbow also signifies God’s faithfulness to His word. A rainbow is usually seen after a storm but here it is seen before the storm.]. 4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads [The 24 elders are the 12 tribes and the 12 apostles which are representative of all God’s redeemed people. That means you and me!]. 5 And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God [The thunder and lightning coming from the throne signify the righteous firestorm that God is about to unleash on a sinful world. Example: The storm coming out of a restaurant.].
6 Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back [The four creatures in the midst of the throne are cherubim and they do three things: guard the throne, lead worship, and proclaim God’s holiness. They also illustrate the attributes of Jesus.]. 7 The first living creature was like a lion [the majesty and power of Jesus], the second living creature like a calf [the humble and sacrificial service to God], the third living creature had a face like a man [Jesus’ humanity], and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle [representing sovereignty; the text says a flying eagle not just an eagle; ask others what their texts say. To me, the only way to see the true essence of an eagle is to see while in flight. An eagle in flight is a spectacular display of majestic power with grace. No wonder the text says the face of a flying eagle.]. 8 The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying:
“Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God Almighty,
Who was and is and is to come!” [Here they are worshipping God the Father day and night without rest—not just on Sunday and Wednesday]
Have the guys sit down in the chairs beside you to receive the crowns.
9 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying:
11 “You are worthy, O Lord,
To receive glory and honor and power;
For You created all things,
And by Your will they exist and were created.”
As we learned earlier, the 24 elders represent us so we are given crowns to wear. In Revelation 2, the faithful ones are called overcomers or nike in the Greek. We do many things to overcome and receive crowns. We receive crowns for being faithful even when your ship is on the bottom of an ocean (Barry). We receive crowns for dedicating our lives to bring the good news to a group of people thousands of miles away (Terry). We receive crowns for putting in countless time and effort into teaching God’s word (Jim). We receive crowns for being a strong witness to our children (Bobby). We receive crowns for never letting go of Jesus even when you are in the biggest fight of your life battling cancer (Josh). Chandalee receives a crown because we all know who wears the crown in my family and for being pretty. Whenever the four cherubim would glorify, the 24 elders (us) would fall before the throne and worship God by casting their crowns at His feet. This is a picture of what true worship looks like, it all belongs to God. God alone is responsible for our rewards we have received. True worship occurs when we separate ourselves from our honor and cast it at the feet of our king.
Revelation 5
The Lamb Takes the Scroll
1 And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals [We begin to see the worship of the redeemer Jesus. The focus of praise and worship is now shifted to the Lamb of God. In Roman times, the Romans would seal their scrolls seven times to prevent unauthorized entry so that the scroll could only be opened by the appointed person. The writing on both sides of the scroll signifies that nothing else could be added, it is a completed and finished document.]. 2 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it.
4 So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. 5 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David [both are messianic titles of Jesus Christ the Messiah], has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.”
6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. [Notice here that the elder told John to look up and watch the lion who has prevailed take the scroll from the Father. However, when John looks up, he sees a slain lamb instead of lion. Jesus Christ is called the Lamb 28 times in Revelation. He is the true Passover lamb and the scars are still visible from the slaughter He received. However, He is not dead but still standing. In fact, the seven horns tell us that His power is complete, the seven eyes tell us His wisdom is complete, and the seven Sprits tell us His presence is perfect and complete. This is why we worship Jesus: for who He is (the worthy One, the prevailed Lamb of God). This is why we worship Jesus: for where He is (in the midst of the throne).]
Worthy Is the Lamb
8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints [Notice when the Lamb took the scroll the weeping ended and the praising began. The praise and worship was united. The incense is a picture of the prayers rising up to the throne and into the nostrils of God. This is why we worship Jesus: because of what He does (He takes the scroll from the Father).]. 9 And they sang a new song, saying:
“You are worthy to take the scroll,
And to open its seals;
For You were slain,
And have redeemed us to God by Your blood
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,
10 And have made us kings and priests to our God;
And we shall reign on the earth.” [This hymn is a worship hymn that has three parts: it is a missionary hymn (He was slain for all the people), it is a devotional hymn (it states our unique position as kingdom priests), and it is a prophetic hymn (“we shall reign on the earth”)]
11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands [signifying innumerable], 12 saying with a loud voice:
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
To receive power and riches and wisdom,
And strength and honor and glory and blessing!”
13 And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying:
“Blessing and honor and glory and power
Be to Him who sits on the throne,
And to the Lamb, forever and ever!”
14 Then the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever. [This is why we worship Jesus: because of what He has (all the power, riches, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and blessing). The praise ended in a corporate worship with all the angels and every creature from the earth joining to worship the redeemer Jesus Christ. The worship ended in praising the Lamb of God and with the Father being seated on the throne. All of this praise began because the Lamb was able to take the scroll from the Father’s right hand.]
Revelation 6
After Christ is worshipped as being the only one worthy enough to break the seven seals, He breaks each individual seal. As each one is broken, a new demonstration of God’s judgment is unleashed.
First Seal: The Conqueror
1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. [This begins the reign of the antichrist on earth. He is a great deceiver that will come as a peaceful but yet powerful leader. The bow with no arrows represents power and peace. The crown he wears is a laurel wreath that is awarded to athletes. This crown was given to him by the world’s leaders.]
Second Seal: Conflict on Earth
3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, “Come and see.” 4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword [the antichrist changes from man of peace to a man of war].
Third Seal: Scarcity on Earth
5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine.” [The color black refers to famine. The shortage of food is going to drive up the prices so that a day’s wage can only feed one person per day, no longer will men and women be able to support themselves and their children. Everyone will have to earn a day’s wage in order to eat.]
Fourth Seal: Widespread Death on Earth
7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come and see.” 8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth. [The color pale in the Greek is used to describe the decomposition of a corpse, which is significant because this rider will bring death to 25% of the world’s population. Take note that death is riding the pale horse and Hades is right behind. Death will claim the bodies while Hades will claim the souls. However, let us not forget about Revelation 1:18 where it says Jesus holds the keys to death and Hades, so they are owned by Him.]
Fifth Seal: The Cry of the Martyrs
9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. [The world wants nothing to do with Jesus, so they begin killing believers for their faith. Martyr means witness and these martyrs were probably murdered in the early part of the tribulation and their murderers were still on earth. These martyrs also represent all those who have laid down their lives for Christ. God makes it clear that their deaths were not an accident but an appointment and that others would join them. God is in control even in the death of His people.] 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.
Sixth Seal: Cosmic Disturbances
12 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place. 15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 16 and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” [This begins God’s full fury of the Day of the Lord. The earthquake is one of three in which all of nature will be affected: the sun, moon, stars, heaven, mountains, and islands. Take note that the people try to run from God in fear rather than running to Him in faith. Do you see the irony of the mighty men trying to hide from the face of a lamb? For homework, read Matthew 24:4-13 where Jesus is describing to the apostles the end times and compare it with Revelation 6.]
Revelation 7
The Sealed of Israel
1 After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed [Revelation 7:3 tells us that God is still in the business of saving souls. Even in the ends times, it will not be too late for some to receive salvation. The seal mentioned in Revelation 7:3 refers to a signet ring that is used to press its image in wax melted on a document, and in this case, it is the name of the God. I happen to think that God does not use melted wax but instead uses the precious blood of Calvary that the slain Lamb bled out to wipe away our sins. These people are receiving the Lord’s seal rather than the mark of the beast. The sealed Jews will receive the name of God as their seal. This seal will protect the 144,000 chosen Jews from the judgment that is going to hurt heaven and earth.]:
5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed;
6 of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed;
7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed;
8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed.
A Multitude from the Great Tribulation
9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying:
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom,
Thanksgiving and honor and power and might,
Be to our God forever and ever.
Amen.” [The multitudes are the Gentiles from all nations, peoples, and tongues. This is the culmination of Mark 16:15b (Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature). These people have been saved through faith in Christ during the tribulation period. The white robes and palm branches symbolize victory. They are the true overcomers. First, they were accepted (they stood before the throne and the lamb). Second, they were joyful (they sang praises). Third, they were rewarded.]
13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?”
14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.”
So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. [The chapter ends with some of the most awesome words you can find. There is a bible study method called personalization. Revelation 7:15-17 are great verses to personalize. The personalization takes other people’s names/pronouns and replaces them with your name or a pronoun referencing you. Let me show you what I mean.] 15 Therefore they [your name] are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them [your name]. 16 They [your name] shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them [your name], nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them [your name] and lead them [your name] to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their [your name] eyes.”
I do not know what some of us have been through, going through, or are about to go through. However, I do know this, that we may weep for our troubles today but one day Joy is going to come and what joy that will be! We will serve Him day and night in the temple and He will dwell with us. The Lamb will lead us and shepherd us to the fountains of life and God is going to wipe away every tear from our eyes. 
Apply (What is the point?)	
There is a reason why the door is open. God does not want you to peek through the window to see what is going on—He desires our presence
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
Be homesick. Earth is our temporary residence. Heaven is our real home.
Resources used: MacArthur’s Study Bible and Warren Wiersbe’s Be Victorious
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The Revelation: Hallelujah!
Preview
Jesus is coming soon. Morning or night or noon. Many will meet their doom. Trumpets will sound.
Key thought: The end of days is not exactly the end of days!
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Revelation 19-20 (Author = John)
Revelation 19
Heaven Exults over Babylon (1-10)
1 After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God! [Alleluia or Hallelujah, meaning Praise the Lord, occurs 20 times in the Old Testament—all in Psalms. The only other times are in Revelation 19, where it occurs four times. It is regularly used in our culture, but not in the Bible. In the Bible it is a special word.] 2 For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 3 Again they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!” 4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat on the throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” 5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you His servants and those who fear [reverence and obedience] Him, both small and great!”
6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude [the sound in Vanderbilt Stadium as the Commodores beat the Volunteers], as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready [the church].” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.
9 Then he [the angel] said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.” 10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do not do that! [This verse reminds us to be careful in our worship. We should not pay homage to anyone or anything other than God.] I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
Keith talked about the personalization method for Bible study—another method is visualization. Consider drawing the scene as a method of implementing visualization.
Christ on a White Horse (11-16)
11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful [faithful is confidence in what someone will do] and True [true is the doing of the thing you had confidence in; Jesus is faithful to His church by delivering it from all its enemies and true to all the promises He has made], and in righteousness He judges [because His is the right side] and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head [the beast had seven heads with blasphemous names written on them and ten horns] were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies [angels (Daniel 8:13) and man (Psalm 16; 34:9 and Acts 9:13)] in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword [the Word of God (Bible)], that with it He should strike [He wins with His word] the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress [indicating total destruction] of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written:
KING OF KINGS AND
LORD OF LORDS.
Throughout history, tattoos on the thigh, chest, and back were used among different nations to express character, conduct, qualities, and conquests. This tattoo showed Jesus’ history of success—He is a hero!
The Beast and His Armies Defeated (17-21)
17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, “Come and gather together for the supper of the great God, 18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great.”
19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 20 Then the beast was captured [as soon as the battle started, it was over], and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest [those who took the mark—the unbelievers] were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh.
Revelation 20
Satan Bound 1,000 Years (1-3)
1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years [literally, figuratively, or prophetically?]; 3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished [the earth will be free of Satan and his lies for a really long time]. But after these things he must be released for a little while. [Man still fails in his obedience]
The Saints Reign with Christ 1,000 Years (4-6)
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded [martyred or murdered] for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived [ezesan, the same word used by Christ to describe His own resurrection] and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 But the rest of the dead [the dead who did not believe] did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.
Satanic Rebellion Crushed (7-10)
7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the sea [there will still be many who will not believe]. 9 They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. 10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
The Great White Throne Judgment (11-15)
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. [All things are subject to His majesty, the mountains shook, and even the depth of the seas trembled in His presence] 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. [Revelation 3:5: He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.] 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire [Death dies here]. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. [We do not escape God’ judgment—we satisfy it through Jesus Christ]
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Jesus is coming soon
2. Jesus comes triumphantly
3. Jesus overcomes
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Get prepared, be prepared, and prepare others
2. Pray without ceasing and meditate on the Word
3. Get excited
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The Revelation: The New Jerusalem
Preview: The End of the End and the Beginning of the Beginning
714 days ago, I stood before you and we began a 100-week journey. We spent the last 100 Sunday school classes going through an overview of the entire Bible. Welcome to the end of the end and the beginning of the beginning.
The End of the End
[image: ][image: ]Today is the last lesson in our last series. We spent five weeks on each of the following topics:
	Old Testament

	In the Beginning (the creation of all things)

	Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (the ‘roots’ story of the Bible)

	The Story of Joseph (one man changing a nation’s course)

	Moses and the Exodus (leaving slavery and following God)

	The Law and the Land (baby steps of a nation)

	The Judges (leadership without a king)

	The Rise of Israel (kings and character flaws)

	The Fall of Israel (character flaws and slavery . . . again)

	Psalms and Proverbs (beautiful wisdom literature)

	The Prophets (calling back to the Law)

	New Testament

	The Early Years of Jesus (how He came to us)

	The Teachings of Jesus (what He taught us)

	The Miracles of Jesus (what He showed us)

	The Final Days of Jesus (how He loved us)

	The Church is Born (baby steps of a kingdom)

	The Travels of the Apostle Paul (evangelism on steroids)

	Letters to the Early Church (members with character flaws)

	Letters to the Early Church Leaders (leading and loving)

	The Apostles’ Teaching (living and loving)

	The Revelation (the great revealing)



We saw 6,000 years of human history, the birth, wandering, and decline of a nation, and untold characters (named heroes and unnamed others). We spent 20 weeks studying the greatest Man who ever lived—Jesus Christ. We looked at how His followers grappled with His directions and spread His message. We studied letters, poems, and are finishing today with the last two chapters in the Bible.
This is the longest series I have ever heard of. As we saw failure after failure, I mentioned (more than a few times) that Jesus would fix it all one day. Revelation 21-22 is that day.
The Beginning of the Beginning
This is not just the end of the end; it is also the beginning of the beginning. God the Father promised in Genesis 3 that a, ‘woman’s seed,’ would bruise Satan’s head. Jesus promises in Revelation 21:5 that He would, “make all things new.” In today’s text, that is exactly what He does.
We serve a God who keeps His promises.
We serve a God who is exceedingly patient.
We serve a God who loves us beyond imagination.
We serve a God who is not deterred by evil men’s plans.
We serve a God who loves evil men and evil women.
Lastly, we serve a God who will do what He said and will make all things new.
Key thought: God will fulfill all of His promises in His time and in His way
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Revelation 21-22 (Author = John)
Revelation 21
All Things Made New
1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth [BOOM! He just made all things new.], for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away [because this world is broken it cannot last, so do not hold on too tightly to the things that are here—they will not last either]. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God [this is heaven: being with God (and conversely, hell is being away from God)]. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
Because He will make all things new . . . 
there can be no death (no one will ever walk into a school and shoot children there)
there can be no sorrow (no one will ever miss anything there)
there can be no crying (God will personally wipe away all tears and remove the cause for all grief)
there will be no more pain (no one will ever hurt there)
However, the lack of tears, death, sorrow, crying, and pain is not what makes heaven heaven. What makes heaven heaven is the presence of God Himself.]
5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” [Jesus is always making new things. He made the first heaven and the first earth. He breathed His Spirit into man to show us new truth. He creates new believers and makes them new creatures. He finishes by making a new heaven and a new earth. Our God loves new things. There will come a day when He no longer has to create new things—and Revelation 21-22 is that day.] And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”
6 And He said to me, “It is done! [The plan that He formulated before time began is now complete. The greatest story of all—Jesus Christ’s story—His story (history) is now complete. This, as Paul Harvey would say, is the rest of the story.] I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” [Hell is not hell because of the company, the burning, the fire, or the brimstone. Hell is hell because God is not there.]
The New Jerusalem
9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 13 three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west.
14 Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its wall. 16 The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are equal. [If you do the math (and I did), this city is a 1,500 mile cube. However—resistance is not futile there. You will want to participate in this.] 17 Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. 18 The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony [cal-SIN-oh-di], the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx [sar-DON-x], the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl [burl], the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase [chris-SOP-row-sis], the eleventh jacinth [JAY-sinth], and the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.
The Glory of the New Jerusalem
22 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple [the Old Testament temple was never the point—the lamb was the point]. 23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it [the sun and the moon (creation) was never the point—God’s glory was the point]. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. 25 Its gates shall not be shut [reminding me of Revelation 4:1 where the door of heaven is open] at all by day (there shall be no night there). 26 And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. 27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life [Is your name written in that book?].
Revelation 22
The River of Life
1 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations [A study of trees is one of the most interesting studies in the entire Bible. God uses a tree to illustrate to Adam right and wrong. God uses the leaves of a tree to cover the nakedness of His creation. God uses a tree to hang His Son upon for the salvation of the world. Finally, God uses a tree for the healing of the nations.]. 3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face [we will see Jesus—the One who died for us and the One who lives for us—our hero and champion], and His name shall be on their foreheads [so I hope you like prominent tattoos]. 5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.
The Time Is Near
6 Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which must shortly take place.
7 “Behold, I am coming quickly [and I am glad]! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book [In case you wonder what there is to obey in Revelation, re-read Revelation 2-3—there is plenty there to keep you busy for years and years].”
8 Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things [John has to be told several times in Revelation not to worship angels, but he is just overwhelmed at this point—and I have a hard time blaming him].
9 Then he [the angel] said to me, “See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” 10 And he said to me, “Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand [just like the door of heaven is open, the words of the book are open—they are available for you to read and to learn and to fall in love with Jesus]. 11 He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.”
Jesus Testifies to the Churches
12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.”
14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.
16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”
17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely [the Gospel is for EVERYONE].
A Warning
18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
I Am Coming Quickly
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.”
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
Challenge: Get prepared, be prepared, and prepare others because Jesus is coming back to make everything right
Apply (What is the point?)
1. God keeps His word
2. This world (and everyone in it) is broken and needs Jesus
3. Jesus will fix it all one day
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Hear, read, study, memorize, meditate on, and apply God’s word
2. Accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
3. Look for His return
Now, before I tell you that our next Sunday school class is January 6, 2013, I need to thank some people:
My Lord and My God, the Redeemer of my soul, and my Savior, Jesus Christ
My beautiful bride and constant encourager, Julie Fleming
My prayer warrior and prayer request distributor, Darla Skinner
My setup and takedown chief, Justin Harness
My sound crew, Bobby Jones, Daniel Goble, Joe McKay, and David Barber (they recorded 75%)
My fellow teachers, Terry Bolden, David Barber, Barry Cole, Tim Archer, Lori Drake, Amy Valovcin, Chandalee Chrisman, Terry Brown, Keith Chrisman, Justin Harness, and Doug Skinner. I found out that Mark Hamby taught his first Sunday school class last week at the Soddy Daisy campus (I have no words).
Our class—all of you. Thank you for your encouragement, your support, and your attendance.
I will close this 100-week series with the last words of the Bible and last Sunday school blank of the year: 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
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