SHBC Sunday school	The Fall of Israel: The Fall of Jerusalem	June 24, 2012
The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: The Fall of Israel
This is our eighth five-week series in the Old Testament. So far, we have looked at In the Beginning, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, The Story of Joseph, Moses and the Exodus, The Law and the Land, and The Judges, and The Rise of Israel. Now we shift to The Fall of Israel.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	May 27
	David and Bathsheba
	2 Samuel 12:9-10
	2 Samuel 11:1-12:25
	Jim Fleming

	June 3
	King Solomon
	1 Kings 3:27-28
	1 Kings 2-3
	Jim Fleming

	June 10
	Solomon’s Temple
	1 Kings 8:29-30
	1 Kings 8:1-9:9
	Terry Bolden

	June 17
	Elijah and the Prophets of Baal
	1 Kings 18:20-21
	1 Kings 16:29-19:18
	Jim Fleming

	June 24
	The Fall of Jerusalem
	2 Kings 25:10-11
	2 Kings 25
	Jim Fleming



Assuming a literal interpretation of Bible dates, the following timeline is close:

For 2,500 years, the patriarchs received revelation from God passed it on orally to those around them. Around 1450 BC, the Law was given and Moses and Joshua administered it. After them, judges filled the leadership needs for Israel. Prophets intermittently helped Israel before she rose to regional power under the direction of kings (Saul and David). As soon as she was in power, though, the fall began.
The Fall of Israel: David and Bathsheba
Review
The reality is that no system of government is stable long-term except a theocracy with Yahweh ruling. Every other system of government is a shadow of what King Jesus ruling will be one day.
Preview: My Precious
In The Lord of the Rings, Gollum refers to the one ring of power as, “My precious.” Have you ever owned something that you would kill for? Gollum did. David saw keeping his sin with Bathsheba a valuable secret worth killing for. David tried to hold on to his precious secret as well, but the messy nature of his sin could not be hidden.
Key thought: Sin has disastrous impacts, contaminates everything, and cannot be hidden
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 2 Samuel 11:1-12:25 (Author = Unknown)
2 Samuel 11
David, Bathsheba, and Uriah
1 It happened in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab [David’s military commander] and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the people of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. [You do not have to be a Bible scholar to see this text paints a poor picture of David—David was not where he was supposed to be.]
2 Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of the king’s house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold [David should have immediately looked away]. 3 So David sent and inquired about the woman [example: a child and a lollypop]. And someone said [this ‘someone’ is neither David nor Bathsheba—so someone else knows], “Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam [one of David’s mighty men—2 Samuel 23:34; Eliam’s father was Ahithophel, who was one of David’s counselors—2 Samuel 23:34, 2 Samuel 15:12], the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 Then David sent messengers [plural—now at least four people know], and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her, for she was cleansed from her impurity [an observant Old Testament Jew would have read between the lines in this text and would have known that Bathsheba was bathing due to the fact that her cycle had just finished and she was becoming ritually clean]; and she returned to her house. 5 And the woman conceived; so she sent and told David, and said, “I am with child.” [David has the lollypop all over his mouth and his hands at this point—he simply needs to come clean. David Guzik: David’s practice of adding wives showed a lack of romantic restraint and an indulgence of his passions. This corrupt seed, sown long ago, has grown unchecked long enough and will now begin to bear bitter fruit.]
6 Then David sent to Joab, saying, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” [This was the right thing to do—to face the problem like a man and confess to God and to Uriah. Leviticus 20:10 was clear that both David and Bathsheba should die for this sin, so David should confess and come clean.] And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 When Uriah had come to him, David asked how Joab was doing, and how the people were doing, and how the war prospered [this is our first sign that David is about to cover things up—David avoids a crucial conversation with Uriah]. 8 And David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah departed from the king’s house, and a gift of food from the king followed him [David is trying to get Uriah to spend some time at home so Uriah will sleep with Bathsheba and so David can cover up his adultery]. 9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10 So when they told David, saying, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “Did you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your house?”
11 And Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are dwelling in tents, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are encamped in the open fields. Shall I then go to my house to eat and drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this thing.” [Wow! Uriah put his solidarity with his soldiers before his own desires and was one with his brothers (Romans 12:15-16).]
12 Then David said to Uriah, “Wait here today also, and tomorrow I will let you depart.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next [David is just killing time trying to get Uriah to sleep with Bathsheba]. 13 Now when David called him, he ate and drank before him; and he made him drunk. And at evening he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house. [Uriah puts his reputation before himself even when he was drunk. David’s sin is growing—add drunkenness to his adultery.]
14 In the morning it happened that David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah [Uriah was so trustworthy that David had Uriah communicate Uriah’s own death sentence]. 15 And he wrote in the letter, saying, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retreat from him, that he may be struck down and die.” [John Trapp: David was better while a servant than when a king; for being a servant, he feared to kill Saul his adversary, but becoming a king, he basely slew his most faithful friend and dutiful subject] 16 So it was, while Joab besieged the city, that he assigned Uriah to a place where he knew there were valiant men. 17 Then the men of the city came out and fought with Joab. And some of the people of the servants of David fell; and Uriah the Hittite died also. [Now David has allowed Joab to be an accomplice in this murderous scheme. Joab should have objected—no matter the cost. David’s sin is growing—add murder to his adultery and drunkenness.]
18 Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war, 19 and charged the messenger, saying, “When you have finished telling the matters of the war to the king, 20 if it happens that the king’s wrath rises, and he says to you: ‘Why did you approach so near to the city when you fought? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall? 21 Who struck Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Was it not a woman who cast a piece of a millstone on him from the wall, so that he died in Thebez? Why did you go near the wall?’—then you shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’”
22 So the messenger went, and came and told David all that Joab had sent by him. 23 And the messenger said to David, “Surely the men prevailed against us and came out to us in the field; then we drove them back as far as the entrance of the gate. 24 The archers shot from the wall at your servants; and some of the king’s servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.”
25 Then David said to the messenger, “Thus you shall say to Joab: ‘Do not let this thing displease you, for the sword devours one as well as another. Strengthen your attack against the city, and overthrow it.’ So encourage him.” [David’s sin is growing—add treachery to his adultery, drunkenness, and murder.]
26 When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her husband. 27 And when her mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son [David somehow believes that more women living under the same roof will benefit him—sin impacts our judgment as well]. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD [the divine commentary].
2 Samuel 11
Nathan’s Parable and David’s Confession
1 Then the LORD sent Nathan to David [God will never leave His children alone]. And he came to him, and said to him: “There were two men in one city, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had exceedingly many flocks and herds. 3 But the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him. 4 And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from his own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.”
5 So David’s anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! 6 And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity.” [Fourfold restoration was commanded by Exodus 22:1, so David gets religious. David Guzik: David knew the words of the Bible but was distant from the Author.]
7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that had been too little, I also would have given you much more! 9 Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon. 10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.’” [Do you have friends that could speak that plainly to you?]
13 So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” [Finally, David starts down the right path. David wrote Psalm 51 at this time in his life.]
And Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die.” [It is hard to reconcile that statement with a loving God, but know that God is just and right in all that He does] 15 Then Nathan departed to his house.
The Death of David’s Son
And the LORD struck the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and it became ill. 16 David therefore pleaded with God for the child, and David fasted and went in and lay all night on the ground. 17 So the elders of his house arose and went to him, to raise him up from the ground. But he would not, nor did he eat food with them. 18 Then on the seventh day it came to pass that the child died. [David Guzik: This illustrates an important principle: even when sin is forgiven a price must be paid. God does not simply pass over or excuse our sin. It is forgiven and a price is paid. Often an innocent party pays the price for forgiveness.] And the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead. For they said, “Indeed, while the child was alive, we spoke to him, and he would not heed our voice. How can we tell him that the child is dead? He may do some harm!”
19 When David saw that his servants were whispering, David perceived that the child was dead. Therefore David said to his servants, “Is the child dead?”
And they said, “He is dead.”
20 So David arose from the ground, washed and anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house; and when he requested, they set food before him, and he ate. 21 Then his servants said to him, “What is this that you have done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive, but when the child died, you arose and ate food.”
22 And he said, “While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who can tell whether the LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’ 23 But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him [i.e., I shall die too], but he shall not return to me.”
Solomon Is Born
24 Then David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in to her and lay with her. So she bore a son, and he called his name Solomon. Now the LORD loved him, 25 and He sent word by the hand of Nathan the prophet: So he called his name Jedidiah, because of the LORD.
Challenge: Sin is more complicated than we can imagine, so just confess, do not try to cover it up
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. Sin is messy
2. God will chase His children
3. Forgiveness is available
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Hate sin
2. Look for God’s messengers
3. Confess quickly

The Fall of Israel: King Solomon
Preview: The Godfather and the Father God
In The Godfather, Michael Corleone reminisces about his father’s advice, “Keep your friends close, but your enemies closer.” In these two chapters (1 Kings 2-3), Solomon is introduced to politics, discernment, and wisdom in much the same way. In transitioning his kingdom to Solomon, David instructs him to wipe out his enemies. Some of these actions are righteous; some are not.
Key thought: No matter how messy, God can bring peace into any situation despite those involved
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Kings 2-3 (Author = Unknown)
1 Kings 2
David’s Instructions to Solomon
1 Now the days of David drew near that he should die, and he charged Solomon his son [with Bathsheba—Solomon was most likely between 12 and 18 at the time], saying: 2 “I go the way of all the earth; be strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man. 3 And keep the charge of the LORD your God: to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His commandments, His judgments, and His testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn [1 Kings 2:2-3 is often quoted as a blessing by Jewish fathers to their sons on the day of their twelfth birthdays—the day of their bar mitzvahs]; 4 that the LORD may fulfill His word which He spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons take heed to their way, to walk before Me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul,’ He said, ‘you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’
5 “Moreover you know also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two commanders of the armies of Israel, to Abner the son of Ner and Amasa the son of Jether, whom he killed. And he shed the blood of war in peacetime, and put the blood of war on his belt that was around his waist, and on his sandals that were on his feet. 6 Therefore do according to your wisdom, and do not let his gray hair go down to the grave in peace. [David’s advice: kill Joab since he killed in peacetime]
7 “But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be among those who eat at your table, for so they came to me when I fled from Absalom your brother.
8 “And see, you have with you Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite from Bahurim, who cursed me with a malicious curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim. But he came down to meet me at the Jordan, and I swore to him by the LORD, saying, ‘I will not put you to death with the sword.’ 9 Now therefore, do not hold him guiltless, for you are a wise man and know what you ought to do to him; but bring his gray hair down to the grave with blood.” [David’s advice: kill Shimei because he cursed. David is going back on a promise that David made to Shimei in 2 Samuel 19:16-23.]
Death of David
10 So David rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David. 11 The period that David reigned over Israel was forty years; seven years he reigned in Hebron, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years. 12 Then Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly established [i.e., there were no challenges to his throne].
Solomon Executes Adonijah
13 Now Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. So she said, “Do you come peaceably?”
And he said, “Peaceably.” 14 Moreover he said, “I have something to say to you.”
And she said, “Say it.”
15 Then he said, “You know that the kingdom was mine, and all Israel had set their expectations on me, that I should reign. However, the kingdom has been turned over, and has become my brother’s; for it was his from the LORD. 16 Now I ask one petition of you; do not deny me.”
And she said to him, “Say it.”
17 Then he said, “Please speak to King Solomon, for he will not refuse you, that he may give me Abishag the Shunammite as wife.” [Coffman: taking one of the king’s harem was the equivalent of demanding his throne]
18 So Bathsheba said, “Very well, I will speak for you to the king.”
19 Bathsheba therefore went to King Solomon, to speak to him for Adonijah. And the king rose up to meet her and bowed down to her, and sat down on his throne and had a throne set for the king’s mother; so she sat at his right hand. 20 Then she said, “I desire one small petition of you; do not refuse me.”
And the king said to her, “Ask it, my mother, for I will not refuse you.”
21 So she said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother as wife.”
22 And King Solomon answered and said to his mother, “Now why do you ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom also—for he is my older brother—for him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.” 23 Then King Solomon swore by the LORD, saying, “May God do so to me, and more also, if Adonijah has not spoken this word against his own life! 24 Now therefore, as the LORD lives, who has confirmed me and set me on the throne of David my father, and who has established a house for me, as He promised, Adonijah shall be put to death today!”
25 So King Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah [Benaiah is Solomon’s hit man] the son of Jehoiada; and he struck him down, and he died. [Solomon’s first action as king is to execute Adonijah]
Abiathar Exiled, Joab Executed
26 And to Abiathar the priest the king said, “Go to Anathoth, to your own fields, for you are deserving of death; but I will not put you to death at this time, because you carried the ark of the Lord GOD before my father David, and because you were afflicted every time my father was afflicted.” 27 So Solomon removed Abiathar from being priest to the LORD, that he might fulfill the word of the LORD which He spoke concerning the house of Eli at Shiloh [God made a promise to Eli 80 years prior that Eli’s family would be removed as high priest. Solomon’s second act as king is to banish Abiathar (the man who sided with Solomon’s brother in the power struggle at the end of David’s life). The New Layman’s Bible Commentary: This established a precedent of the high priesthood’s being at the disposal of the king, another step down the slippery slope of being like the nations around them.].
28 Then news came to Joab, for Joab had defected to Adonijah, though he had not defected to Absalom. So Joab fled to the tabernacle of the LORD, and took hold of the horns of the altar. 29 And King Solomon was told, “Joab has fled to the tabernacle of the LORD; there he is, by the altar.” Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, “Go, strike him down.” 30 So Benaiah went to the tabernacle of the LORD, and said to him, “Thus says the king, ‘Come out!’”
And he said, “No, but I will die here.” And Benaiah brought back word to the king, saying, “Thus said Joab, and thus he answered me.”
31 Then the king said to him, “Do as he has said, and strike him down and bury him, that you may take away from me and from the house of my father the innocent blood which Joab shed. 32 So the LORD will return his blood on his head, because he struck down two men more righteous and better than he, and killed them with the sword—Abner the son of Ner, the commander of the army of Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, the commander of the army of Judah—though my father David did not know it. 33 Their blood shall therefore return upon the head of Joab and upon the head of his descendants forever. But upon David and his descendants, upon his house and his throne, there shall be peace forever from the LORD.”
34 So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up and struck and killed him; and he was buried in his own house in the wilderness. 35 The king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his place over the army, and the king put Zadok the priest in the place of Abiathar. [Solomon’s third act as king is to kill Joab—his father’s military commander and leader of the army]
Shimei Executed
36 Then the king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him, “Build yourself a house in Jerusalem and dwell there, and do not go out from there anywhere. 37 For it shall be, on the day you go out and cross the Brook Kidron, know for certain you shall surely die; your blood shall be on your own head.” [This boundary appears to be an attempt at mercy by the young king Solomon]
38 And Shimei said to the king, “The saying is good. As my lord the king has said, so your servant will do.” So Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days.
39 Now it happened at the end of three years, that two slaves of Shimei ran away to Achish the son of Maachah, king of Gath. And they told Shimei, saying, “Look, your slaves are in Gath!” 40 So Shimei arose, saddled his donkey, and went to Achish at Gath to seek his slaves. And Shimei went and brought his slaves from Gath. 41 And Solomon was told that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath and had come back. 42 Then the king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him, “Did I not make you swear by the LORD, and warn you, saying, ‘Know for certain that on the day you go out and travel anywhere, you shall surely die’? And you said to me, ‘The word I have heard is good.’ 43 Why then have you not kept the oath of the LORD and the commandment that I gave you?” 44 The king said moreover to Shimei, “You know, as your heart acknowledges, all the wickedness that you did to my father David; therefore the LORD will return your wickedness on your own head. 45 But King Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be established before the LORD forever.”
46 So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he went out and struck him down, and he died. Thus the kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon. [Coffman: Indeed it was! But the reader feels exhausted rather than satisfied. Solomon is finally at rest from his internal enemies. It is seriously in doubt as to whether or not Solomon was justified in all of these killings. It cannot be in doubt, however, that had he not killed these men, he would have forever been looking over his own shoulder—and the shoulders of his children. Coffman: What is really visible here is the evil system that inevitably accompanied Israel’s fate under that king which they had demanded. God had warned them that their monarchy would result in all kinds of abuses by their kings.]
1 Kings 3
Solomon Requests Wisdom
1 Now Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and married Pharaoh’s daughter [460 years after the slavery ended, Egypt and Israel are allies]; then he brought her to the City of David until he had finished building his own house [which took 13 years], and the house of the LORD [which took 20 years], and the wall all around Jerusalem [There is a substantial difference between a tent and a house. The tabernacle was a tent. The tabernacle was mobile. The temple was a house. The temple could not move. One implies permanence (temple) and one implies nomadic activity (tabernacle).]. 2 Meanwhile the people sacrificed at the high places, because there was no house built for the name of the LORD until those days. 3 And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David, except that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high places [This verse is a picture of Solomon’s entire life. The scriptures say that Solomon loved two things in his life: the ‘LORD’ (1 Kings 3:3), and ‘many foreign women’ (1 Kings 11:1). The high places went right alongside the many strange women. This is the example that the young king Solomon was setting for the nation: idolatry.].
4 Now the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place: Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar [The only problem with this is Leviticus 17:8-9. The Law forbade any burnt offering that was not brought to the tabernacle.]. 5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall I give you?”
6 And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my father, because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with You; You have continued this great kindness for him, and You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7 Now, O LORD my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father David, but I am a little child [literally, a young boy]; I do not know how to go out or come in [I do not know what I am doing. Have you ever had a job where you did not know what you were doing?]. 8 And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, too numerous to be numbered or counted [perhaps a slight head-nod to the fact that Solomon would not repeat the sin of his father of counting the people]. 9 Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart [a listening heart—this is not wisdom] to judge Your people [This is wisdom—the doing part. The fear of God is the beginning of knowledge. Knowledge + time + opportunity will yield maturity. Maturity yields discernment (knowing the right thing to do). Discernment yields wisdom (doing the right thing).], that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?” [Solomon asked for a listening heart so he could know the difference between right and wrong so he could judge accordingly]
10 The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. 11 Then God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern justice, 12 behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding heart [a heart (or passion) that is strong enough to do the right thing once he knew the right thing], so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you. 13 And I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days. 14 So if you walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”
15 Then Solomon awoke; and indeed it had been a dream. And he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, offered up burnt offerings, offered peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. [It was a new day.]
Solomon’s Wise Judgment
16 Now two women who were harlots came to the king, and stood before him. 17 And one woman said, “O my lord, this woman and I dwell in the same house; and I gave birth while she was in the house. 18 Then it happened, the third day after I had given birth, that this woman also gave birth. And we were together; no one was with us in the house, except the two of us in the house. 19 And this woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on him. 20 So she arose in the middle of the night and took my son from my side, while your maidservant slept, and laid him in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom. 21 And when I rose in the morning to nurse my son, there he was, dead. But when I had examined him in the morning, indeed, he was not my son whom I had borne.”
22 Then the other woman said, “No! But the living one is my son, and the dead one is your son.”
And the first woman said, “No! But the dead one is your son, and the living one is my son.”
Thus they spoke before the king.
23 And the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my son, who lives, and your son is the dead one’; and the other says, ‘No! But your son is the dead one, and my son is the living one.’” 24 Then the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So they brought a sword before the king. 25 And the king said, “Divide the living child in two, and give half to one, and half to the other.”
26 Then the woman whose son was living spoke to the king, for she yearned with compassion for her son; and she said, “O my lord, give her the living child, and by no means kill him!”
But the other said, “Let him be neither mine nor yours, but divide him.”
27 So the king answered and said, “Give the first woman the living child, and by no means kill him; she is his mother.”
28 And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had rendered; and they feared the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to administer justice.
Apply (What is the point?)
1. It takes wisdom to lead well (a heart that is strong enough to do right once right is known)
2. God is not in a hurry (we never get away with anything)
3. God works in spite of our sin and our attempts to ‘help’ His will be accomplished
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Esther Archer: Ask God for wisdom then practice using it
2. Live in the knowledge that God will make it all right in the end (and do not help God)
3. Confess quickly (sin only gets worse)
SHBC Sunday school	The Fall of Israel: King Solomon	June 3, 2012
4. 
6
Jim Fleming	OurSundaySchool.com	
The Fall of Israel: Solomon’s Temple
Preview: Pictures & Passages
1 Kings 6:21-22
Jerusalem itself is elevated (i.e., all of scripture always talks about going “up” to Jerusalem) and the temple mount near its apex. Solomon’s temple was approximately 100 feet in height and overlaid with gold. Clouds are nearly non-existent year-round. Imagine traveling to the temple from a distance to worship Jehovah, and the glory of the sun reflecting off the temple for miles before you arrive. The attitude of worship would start far off and build as you drew closer and closer to the presence of God. I hope that this reflects our lives today as we draw closer to God, our worship heightens, and our view becomes filled more and more with the glory of God.
Although our focus will be on the temple that Solomon built for God, let us start with laying some groundwork. God devotes half of the book of 1 Kings to the life of Solomon. Why? All of scripture points us to Christ and Solomon typifies Christ in several ways. The wisdom he is most famous for points us to Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God (1 Corinthians 1:30). Solomon’s fame, glory, wealth, and honor foreshadow Christ in His kingdom (Daniel 7, Zechariah 2). Solomon’s rule brings knowledge, peace, and worship (Micah 4, Isaiah 2). However, it was, is, and always shall be about Jesus. During His first coming to earth, Jesus said of Himself, “A greater than Solomon is here” (Matthew 12:42).
1 Kings 1-2: Appointment and solidification of Solomon as king
1 Kings 3-4: Wisdom and administration of Solomon
1 Kings 5-6: Construction of the temple
1 Kings 7: Construction of the temple furnishings (small portion about Solomon’s house)
1 Kings 8: Dedication of the temple
Solomon’s life has been predominately devoted to God. Now the temple is finished (after twenty years of construction), and Solomon draws people together to dedicate it with a sermon and a prayer. This dedication, as well as his focus and pointing of the people to Yahweh reveals the apex of his glory. Shortly following this begins Solomon’s decline into disobedience and idolatry.
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Kings 8:1-9:9 (Author = Unknown)
1 Kings 8
The Ark Brought into the Temple
1 Now Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the chief fathers of the children of Israel, to King Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD from the City of David, which is Zion. 2 Therefore all the men of Israel assembled with King Solomon at the feast in the month of Ethanim, which is the seventh month. [Solomon calls the who’s who of Israel to Jerusalem to dedicate the temple and worship Yahweh] 3 So all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. 4 Then they brought up the ark of the LORD, the tabernacle of meeting, and all the holy furnishings that were in the tabernacle. The priests and the Levites brought them up. 5 Also King Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel who were assembled with him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen that could not be counted or numbered for multitude. 6 Then the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place, into the inner sanctuary of the temple, to the Most Holy Place, under the wings of the cherubim. 7 For the cherubim spread their two wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles. 8 The poles extended so that the ends of the poles could be seen from the holy place, in front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside. And they are there to this day. 9 Nothing was in the ark except the two tablets of stone which Moses put there at Horeb, when the LORD made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt. [The ark is transferred to the Holy of Holies in the temple. What do verses 8-9 mean? With some slight variations, there is a great deal of agreement among theologians. The staves were not removed, but were “drawn out.” Old Jewish writings say that they were drawn to one side of the ark poking at the veil “like the breasts of a woman.” Why draw them to one side without removing them entirely from the ark? They were a constant reminder of the mode of transport (only to be carried) and remained with the ark. In addition, the only light in the holy place was the light from the menorah. In the Holy of Holies, there were no windows, nor light added. Psalm 97:2a says Clouds and darkness surround him. Many speculate it was completely black in the Holy of Holies. Only once a year did anyone enter, and this was the High Priest in order to sprinkle blood on the mercy seat in atonement for the sins of the nation. Therefore, the High Priest would use these staves as guides to help lead him directly to the mercy seat.]
10 And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the LORD, 11 so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD. [Shekinah Glory fills the temple. God has acknowledged His acceptance of the work done for His glory.]
12 Then Solomon spoke: [Solomon breaks out preaching. He praises God before the people for what God (not Solomon) has done. He reminds the people of God’s faithfulness in delivering them from bondage and His continued faithfulness in fulfilling His promises. What God says He will do, He will do! The temple itself is a fulfillment of Jehovah’s promise to David.]
“The LORD said He would dwell in the dark cloud.
13 I have surely built You an exalted house,
And a place for You to dwell in forever.”
Solomon’s Speech at Completion of the Work
14 Then the king turned around and blessed the whole assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel was standing. 15 And he said: “Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who spoke with His mouth to my father David, and with His hand has fulfilled it, saying, 16 ‘Since the day that I brought My people Israel out of Egypt, I have chosen no city from any tribe of Israel in which to build a house, that My name might be there; but I chose David to be over My people Israel.’ 17 Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a temple for the name of the LORD God of Israel. 18 But the LORD said to my father David, ‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a temple for My name, you did well that it was in your heart. 19 Nevertheless you shall not build the temple, but your son who will come from your body, he shall build the temple for My name.’ 20 So the LORD has fulfilled His word which He spoke; and I have filled the position of my father David, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD promised; and I have built a temple for the name of the LORD God of Israel. 21 And there I have made a place for the ark, in which is the covenant of the LORD which He made with our fathers, when He brought them out of the land of Egypt.”
Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication
Solomon prays. Solomon humbles himself before God and the congregation of Israel (verse 54.) He focuses on four things: who God is (Forgiver of sin), what God has done (delivered them—also from sin), what God does (forgives sin), and what God is going to do for His chosen people (forgive sin.) Do you see a theme in Solomon’s prayer? How important in your life is it that God has forgiven you? You want to really fall in love with God? Bring to the surface of your thoughts what He has done for you, where you were without Him, and where you would be had He not forgiven you.
22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven; 23 and he said: “LORD God of Israel, there is no God in heaven above or on earth below like You, who keep Your covenant and mercy with Your servants who walk before You with all their hearts. 24 You have kept what You promised Your servant David my father; You have both spoken with Your mouth and fulfilled it with Your hand, as it is this day. 25 Therefore, LORD God of Israel, now keep what You promised Your servant David my father, saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a man sit before Me on the throne of Israel, only if your sons take heed to their way, that they walk before Me as you have walked before Me.’ 26 And now I pray, O God of Israel, let Your word come true, which You have spoken to Your servant David my father.
27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple which I have built! 28 Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication, O LORD my God, and listen to the cry and the prayer which Your servant is praying before You today: 29 that Your eyes may be open toward this temple night and day, toward the place of which You said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that You may hear the prayer which Your servant makes toward this place. 30 And may You hear the supplication of Your servant and of Your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. Hear in heaven Your dwelling place; and when You hear, forgive.
31 “When anyone sins against his neighbor, and is forced to take an oath, and comes and takes an oath before Your altar in this temple, 32 then hear in heaven, and act, and judge Your servants, condemning the wicked, bringing his way on his head, and justifying the righteous by giving him according to his righteousness.
33 “When Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy because they have sinned against You, and when they turn back to You and confess Your name, and pray and make supplication to You in this temple, 34 then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and bring them back to the land which You gave to their fathers.
35 “When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against You, when they pray toward this place and confess Your name, and turn from their sin because You afflict them, 36 then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of Your servants, Your people Israel, that You may teach them the good way in which they should walk; and send rain on Your land which You have given to Your people as an inheritance.
37 “When there is famine in the land, pestilence or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshoppers; when their enemy besieges them in the land of their cities; whatever plague or whatever sickness there is; 38 whatever prayer, whatever supplication is made by anyone, or by all Your people Israel, when each one knows the plague of his own heart, and spreads out his hands toward this temple: 39 then hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive, and act, and give to everyone according to all his ways, whose heart You know (for You alone know the hearts of all the sons of men), 40 that they may fear You all the days that they live in the land which You gave to our fathers.
41 “Moreover, concerning a foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but has come from a far country for Your name’s sake 42 (for they will hear of Your great name and Your strong hand and Your outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this temple, 43 hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to all for which the foreigner calls to You, that all peoples of the earth may know Your name and fear You, as do Your people Israel, and that they may know that this temple which I have built is called by Your name.
44 “When Your people go out to battle against their enemy, wherever You send them, and when they pray to the LORD toward the city which You have chosen and the temple which I have built for Your name, 45 then hear in heaven their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause.
46 “When they sin against You (for there is no one who does not sin), and You become angry with them and deliver them to the enemy, and they take them captive to the land of the enemy, far or near; 47 yet when they come to themselves in the land where they were carried captive, and repent, and make supplication to You in the land of those who took them captive, saying, ‘We have sinned and done wrong, we have committed wickedness’; 48 and when they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their enemies who led them away captive, and pray to You toward their land which You gave to their fathers, the city which You have chosen and the temple which I have built for Your name: 49 then hear in heaven Your dwelling place their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause, 50 and forgive Your people who have sinned against You, and all their transgressions which they have transgressed against You; and grant them compassion before those who took them captive, that they may have compassion on them 51 (for they are Your people and Your inheritance, whom You brought out of Egypt, out of the iron furnace), 52 that Your eyes may be open to the supplication of Your servant and the supplication of Your people Israel, to listen to them whenever they call to You. 53 For You separated them from among all the peoples of the earth to be Your inheritance, as You spoke by Your servant Moses, when You brought our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord GOD.”
Solomon Blesses the Assembly
54 And so it was, when Solomon had finished praying all this prayer and supplication to the LORD, that he arose from before the altar of the LORD, from kneeling on his knees with his hands spread up to heaven. [Solomon’s challenge to the people: Walk with God! Verse 58 is key in that it is not our work or effort, but God’s. There are no perfect people in the scripture, but there are many who walked with God. The difference with these is that when they failed or were knocked down, they got back up seeking the face of God ready to yield again to His will and way.] 55 Then he stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice, saying: 56 “Blessed be the LORD, who has given rest to His people Israel, according to all that He promised. There has not failed one word of all His good promise, which He promised through His servant Moses. 57 May the LORD our God be with us, as He was with our fathers. May He not leave us nor forsake us, 58 that He may incline our hearts to Himself, to walk in all His ways, and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, which He commanded our fathers. 59 And may these words of mine, with which I have made supplication before the LORD, be near the LORD our God day and night, that He may maintain the cause of His servant and the cause of His people Israel, as each day may require, 60 that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is God; there is no other. 61 Let your heart therefore be loyal to the LORD our God, to walk in His statutes and keep His commandments, as at this day.”
Solomon Dedicates the Temple
Rejoicing of Israel. When the king got excited about God, the people got excited about God. Attitudes (including worship) are contagious. You will incite people to do what you put your heart to. Are you inciting your circle of influence to draw unto God, or are you leading them away?
62 Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices before the LORD. 63 And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered to the LORD, twenty-two thousand bulls and one hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the house of the LORD. 64 On the same day the king consecrated the middle of the court that was in front of the house of the LORD; for there he offered burnt offerings, grain offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings, because the bronze altar that was before the LORD was too small to receive the burnt offerings, the grain offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings.
65 At that time Solomon held a feast, and all Israel with him, a great assembly from the entrance of Hamath to the Brook of Egypt, before the LORD our God, seven days and seven more days—fourteen days. 66 On the eighth day he sent the people away; and they blessed the king, and went to their tents joyful and glad of heart for all the good that the LORD had done for His servant David, and for Israel His people.
1 Kings 9
God’s Second Appearance to Solomon
God comes again to Solomon and this time reiterates His promise in the Davidic Covenant. Verses 4-5 are probably the best summary of the books of 1 & 2 Kings, maybe the whole Old Testament. They may be key to the entire Bible and our success in life. God desires that we give Him all of our heart, and walk in this life with integrity, righteousness, and holiness.
1 And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD and the king’s house, and all Solomon’s desire which he wanted to do, 2 that the LORD appeared to Solomon the second time, as He had appeared to him at Gibeon. 3 And the LORD said to him: “I have heard your prayer and your supplication that you have made before Me; I have consecrated this house which you have built to put My name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually. 4 Now if you walk before Me as your father David walked, in integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded you, and if you keep My statutes and My judgments, 5 then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.’ 6 But if you or your sons at all turn from following Me, and do not keep My commandments and My statutes which I have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, 7 then I will cut off Israel from the land which I have given them; and this house which I have consecrated for My name I will cast out of My sight. Israel will be a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 8 And as for this house, which is exalted, everyone who passes by it will be astonished and will hiss, and say, ‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land and to this house?’ 9 Then they will answer, ‘Because they forsook the LORD their God, who brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, and worshiped them and served them; therefore the LORD has brought all this calamity on them.’”
Apply (What is the point?)
1. God is faithful. He will always do what He said He will do.
2. God desires our worship. He is worthy and certainly deserves it.
3. It is all about Jesus and always will be. Every story in scripture ultimately points to Jesus.
So what about the temple?
That is great, but why should we study the temple? You may say, “I just do not get into the temple stories. They are boring. These are the old ways. We do not do temple worship anymore.” You may be missing the connection to yourself. Three thoughts stand out in my mind when I think of the temple.
1. The temple is a big Old Testament neon sign pointing to Christ.
· The altar reminds us He is our sacrifice.
· The basin of water reminds us that He has cleansed us. He has made us clean.
· The table of showbread reminds us He is the Bread of Life.
· The altar of incense reminds us He stands constantly before the Father making intercession for us.
· The menorah reminds us He is the light of the world.
2. We are His temple today. How are we taking care of that temple where He currently resides?
3. There are two more times of temple worship yet on God’s agenda. The next event on God’s calendar is the rapture. This is the taking away of the believers “in Christ” by Jesus Himself. Following that is the tribulation; a seven-year period of judgment from God. During that time worship in a temple, by the Jews will be reestablished. Then the second coming of Christ to Earth will occur. In this case, those raptured (us) will return with Him to set up the Millennial Kingdom—a 1,000 year reign on Earth. During this time temple worship will be reinstituted and we will be directly or indirectly involved. “But if these are in the future, what does that have to do with me now?” The point is: They are close! The pictures I showed you at the beginning are actual temple artifacts prepared over the last thirty years specifically for use in the coming temple. Everything needed for this temple has been created and is awaiting its time of usefulness. The Sanhedrin has been chosen for rule. The High Priest has been chosen and his garments made. The animals for sacrifice have been raised and are waiting. The foundation stones for sure, probably all the building supplies have been cut and prepared. The beginning of the tribulation is marked by a peace treaty to “guarantee” Israel’s safety. The neighboring nations that have been at peace with Israel have all been renouncing those treaties. Several neighbors are becoming more openly hostile towards Israel. Their desire for peace and looking for anyone to help is building rapidly. The religious in Israel are becoming more powerful and controlling of the laws and ways within the country. All of these things say the tribulation is getting much closer. So how close is the rapture itself?
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Know scripture and study. There are promises God has yet to fulfill. Do you know what those promises are for you either now or in the future? He will fulfill them!
2. Worship God. We are going to be doing this for all of eternity, but should not be waiting until then. Get excited about what God is doing. Be a part of it!
3. Let others in on it. Time is running out. We need to be about the business for which God called us. Let us get past our fears and let others know God loves them and sent His Son to die for them. What if someone had been too fearful to tell you?
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[bookmark: _Hlk325792347]The Fall of Israel: Elijah and the Prophets of Baal
Preview: What kind of God?
100 years after Solomon, idol worship is normal and supported by the monarchy in Israel. At this point, Israel has split into two kingdoms (today’s text is in reference to the northern kingdom).
As always, God preserves men and women to serve as a remnant in His service. Elijah fills a part of that role in today’s text and is encouraged through a variety of God’s creative means.
Key thought: God’s plan will be done and He will encourage those that do it
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Kings 16:29-19:18 (Author = Unknown)
1 Kings 16 (the setting)
Ahab Reigns in Israel (29-34)
29 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri became king over Israel [~900 B.C.—about 100 years after Solomon]; and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years [he ruled from a pagan place]. 30 Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all who were before him. 31 And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial [light] thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel [unchaste; Coffman: The god of Jezebel was . . . Baal. . . . He was the kind of god who required the burning of innocent little children . . . upon his altar. . . . to induce him to send rain upon the earth, fertility cult practices were engaged in and sacrifices were offered. The written Word of God solves the problem with offerings: namely, what is the standard?] the daughter of Ethbaal [a priest of Ashtaroth], king of the Sidonians; and he [Ahab] went and served Baal and worshiped him. 32 Then he [Ahab] set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal, which he [Ahab] had built in Samaria. [Coffman: During the reign of Ahab, the worship of Baal was officially installed as the national religion] 33 And Ahab made a wooden image. Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel who were before him. 34 In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho [Joshua 6:26 was written 800 years before]. He laid its foundation with Abiram his firstborn, and with his youngest son Segub he set up its gates, according to the word of the LORD, which He had spoken through Joshua the son of Nun.
1 Kings 17 (the servant)
Elijah Proclaims a Drought (1-7)
1 And Elijah [my God is Jehovah] the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead [notice that neither his father’s name nor his mother’s name is given—he just drops into the narrative much like Melchisidek did in Genesis], said to Ahab, “As the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word.” [Since this was a farming community, this was very bad]
2 Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 3 “Get away from here and turn eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. 4 And it will be that you shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” [Never underestimate God’s creativity to sustain. What kind of God sustains a prophet with ravens? Jehovah does.]
5 So he [Elijah] went and did according to the word of the LORD [sometimes we skip over these little statements of instant obedience—but that is the only real kind of obedience—instant obedience], for he went and stayed by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. 6 The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening; and he drank from the brook [the ravens brought him just enough and no more—Jehovah is an on time God (but He apparently does not care about lunch)]. 7 And it happened after a while that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land. [Coffman: When a nation suffers, God’s people must also suffer. Elijah was NOT exempt from the effects of the terrible drought. Conclusion: Do not be discouraged when conditions are bad—God is still good.]
Elijah and the Widow (8-16)
8 Then the word of the LORD came to him [Elijah], saying, 9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. See, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you.” [This should make you laugh because if there was anyone in that economy who needed someone to provide for them it was a widow. What kind of God provides for a prophet through the hand of a widow? Jehovah does. Never underestimate God’s creativity to sustain.] 10 So he arose and went to Zarephath [again—instant obedience]. And when he came to the gate of the city, indeed a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Please bring me a little water in a cup, that I may drink.” 11 And as she was going to get it, he called to her and said, “Please bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.”
12 So she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I do not have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar [some of the ingredients necessary for making bread]; and see, I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” [<sarcasm>At least she was positive about it</sarcasm>]
13 And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but make me a small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward make some for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the LORD sends rain on the earth.’” [How much would you pay for a gallon of milk that never ran dry? What kind of God gives these kinds of gifts away? Jehovah does.]
15 So she went away and did according to the word of Elijah; and she and he and her household ate for many days. 16 The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to the word of the LORD which He spoke by Elijah. [God will always do what God says He will do—every time.]
Elijah Revives the Widow’s Son (17-24)
17 Now it happened after these things [we are not sure exactly how much time passes] that the son of the woman who owned the house became sick. And his sickness was so serious that there was no breath left in him [i.e., he was either dead or very near death]. 18 So she said to Elijah, “What have I to do with you, O man of God? Have you come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to kill my son?” [She believed in a quid pro quo God (i.e., do-good- get-good, do-bad-get-bad theological belief)]
19 And he said to her, “Give me your son.” So he took him out of her arms and carried him to the upper room where he was staying, and laid him on his own bed. 20 Then he cried out to the LORD and said, “O LORD my God, have You also brought tragedy on the widow with whom I lodge, by killing her son?” 21 And he stretched himself out on the child three times, and cried out to the LORD and said, “O LORD my God, I pray, let this child’s soul come back to him.” 22 Then the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came back to him, and he revived. [What kind of a God brings the dead back to life? Jehovah does (see John 11:1-4 for the ‘why’—the forcefulness of Elijah’s prayers did not save this boy, but rather the supernatural power of a loving Father did).]
23 And Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper room into the house, and gave him to his mother. And Elijah said, “See, your son lives!”
24 Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now by this I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is the truth.” [Some people only believe after multiple miracles. How many miracles does God have to show you before you will believe His Word? Sometimes, God will use someone to bless you so you can be a blessing in return.]
1 Kings 18
Elijah’s Message to Ahab (1-19)
1 And it came to pass after many days that the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.” [God is patient]
2 So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab [again—instant obedience]; and there was a severe famine in Samaria. [Coffman: The Canaanite Baal, as the god of fertility, rain, good crops, etc., had really “flunked out” in the situation precipitated by that devastating drought. Summary of 1 Kings 18:3-16: Ahab is looking for a place to feed his animals and meets up with Elijah.] 3 And Ahab had called Obadiah [while there are many in the Old Testament who were named Obadiah, the timelines align perfectly for this to be the Obadiah who wrote Obadiah], who was in charge of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly. 4 For so it was, while Jezebel massacred the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah had taken one hundred prophets and hidden them, fifty to a cave, and had fed them with bread and water.) 5 And Ahab had said to Obadiah, “Go into the land to all the springs of water and to all the brooks; perhaps we may find grass to keep the horses and mules alive, so that we will not have to kill any livestock.” 6 So they divided the land between them to explore it; Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself. [Obadiah is an example of a faithful servant in a bad situation]
7 Now as Obadiah was on his way, suddenly Elijah met him; and he recognized him, and fell on his face, and said, “Is that you, my lord Elijah?”
8 And he answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your master, ‘Elijah is here.’”
9 So he said, “How have I sinned, that you are delivering your servant into the hand of Ahab, to kill me? 10 As the LORD your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my master has not sent someone to hunt for you; and when they said, ‘He is not here,’ he took an oath from the kingdom or nation that they could not find you. 11 And now you say, ‘Go, tell your master, “Elijah is here”’! 12 And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from you, that the Spirit of the LORD will carry you to a place I do not know [Obadiah had a high view of God’s view of Elijah]; so when I go and tell Ahab, and he cannot find you, he will kill me. But I your servant have feared the LORD from my youth. 13 Was it not reported to my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD, how I hid one hundred men of the LORD’s prophets, fifty to a cave, and fed them with bread and water? 14 And now you say, ‘Go, tell your master, “Elijah is here.”’ He will kill me!”
15 Then Elijah said, “As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely present myself to him today.”
16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him; and Ahab went to meet Elijah.
17 Then it happened, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him [Elijah], “Is that you, O troubler [disturber] of Israel?” [Ahab blamed Elijah for the drought/famine, when in reality Ahab was to blame]
18 And he [Elijah] answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father’s house have, in that you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and have followed the Baals. 19 Now therefore, send and gather all Israel to me on Mount Carmel, the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, and the four hundred prophets of Asherah [Baal’s woman], who eat at Jezebel’s table.” [Elijah asked for 850 to show up. Elijah is not disrespectful to the king, but rather plainly speaks the truth.]
Elijah’s Mount Carmel Victory (20-40)
20 So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together on Mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came to all the people, and said, “How long will you falter between two opinions? [He sounds like Moses and Joshua before him. There are only two choices in life: to follow God or not to follow God.] If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” [God vs god] But the people answered him not a word. 22 Then Elijah said to the people, “I alone am left a prophet of the LORD [he is the only public prophet who is speaking for God, but not the only one left by a long shot]; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men [apparently, Asherah’s prophets took the day off]. 23 Therefore let them give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it; and I will prepare the other bull, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it. 24 Then you call on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD; and the God who answers by fire, He is God.”
So all the people answered and said, “It is well spoken.”
25 Now Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one bull for yourselves and prepare it first, for you are many; and call on the name of your god, but put no fire under it.”
26 So they took the bull which was given them, and they prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even till noon, saying, “O Baal, hear us!” But there was no voice; no one answered. Then they leaped about the altar which they had made.
27 And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, “Cry aloud, for he is a god; either he is meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened.” 28 So they cried aloud, and cut themselves, as was their custom, with knives and lances, until the blood gushed out on them [Coffman: The superstition existed that the blood of priests was especially virtuous in constraining the deity to action]. 29 And when midday was past, they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice. But there was no voice; no one answered, no one paid attention.
30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” So all the people came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. 31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, “Israel shall be your name.” 32 Then with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD [just like Moses did in Exodus 24:4]; and he made a trench around the altar large enough to hold two seahs of seed [18.5 gallons]. 33 And he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces [his hands would have been bloody from this—reminding us that sin is messy], and laid it on the wood, and said, “Fill four waterpots with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice and on the wood.” 34 Then he said, “Do it a second time,” and they did it a second time; and he said, “Do it a third time,” and they did it a third time. 35 So the water ran all around the altar; and he also filled the trench with water [at least 20 gallons of water].
36 And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near and said, “LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word. 37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that You are the LORD God, and that You have turned their hearts back to You again.” [God is the hero of Elijah’s prayer, not Elijah]
38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench. [What kind of God consumes stones and dust? Jehovah does.] 39 Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The LORD, He is God! The LORD, He is God!”
40 And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal! Do not let one of them escape!” So they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the Brook Kishon and executed them there. [That is what the Law commanded to be done to false prophets when they were exposed.]
The Drought Ends (41-46)
[Summary of 1 Kings 18:41-46: It rains and Ahab goes home] 41 Then Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of abundance of rain.” 42 So Ahab went up to eat and drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; then he bowed down on the ground, and put his face between his knees, 43 and said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.”
So he went up and looked, and said, “There is nothing.” And seven times he said, “Go again.”
44 Then it came to pass the seventh time, that he said, “There is a cloud, as small as a man’s hand, rising out of the sea!” So he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot, and go down before the rain stops you.’”
45 Now it happened in the meantime that the sky became black with clouds and wind, and there was a heavy rain. [John Wesley: Great blessings often rise from small beginnings, and showers of plenty from a cloud of a span long. Let us therefore never despise the day of small things, but hope and wait for greater things from it.] So Ahab rode away and went to Jezreel. 46 Then the hand of the LORD came upon Elijah; and he girded up his loins and ran ahead of Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel [at least 10 miles].
1 Kings 19
Elijah Escapes from Jezebel (1-10)
1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, also how he had executed all the prophets with the sword. [Ahab went and told on Elijah to Jezebel instead of telling Jezebel that they would now serve Jehovah.] 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time.” 3 And when he [Elijah] saw that, he arose and ran for his life, and went to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.
4 But he [Elijah] himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a broom tree. And he prayed that he might die, and said, “It is enough! Now, LORD, take my life, for I am no better than my fathers!” [Which other Bible prophet does this sound like? Jonah]
5 Then as he lay and slept under a broom tree, suddenly an angel touched him, and said to him, “Arise and eat.” [At this point in the narrative, Elijah has been encouraged by a ravens, a widow, and now an angel. Never underestimate God’s creativity to sustain.] 6 Then he looked, and there by his head was a cake baked on coals, and a jar of water. So he ate and drank, and lay down again. 7 And the angel of the LORD came back the second time [What kind of God comes back for us a second time? Jehovah does (because sometimes we need more than one encouragement)], and touched him [because sometimes we need to be touched], and said, “Arise and eat, because the journey is too great for you.” [This is a strange statement because the journey was only 100 miles away—at most a week’s journey.] 8 So he arose, and ate and drank; and he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights as far as Horeb, the mountain of God. [It took him 40 days and God knew it would take him 40 days. God knows when we will go through the wilderness for long periods, He is with us there, and He will prepare us for those times. What kind of God prepares us for the wilderness? Jehovah does.]
9 And there he went into a cave, and spent the night in that place; and behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and He said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
10 So he [Elijah] said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life.”
God’s Revelation to Elijah (11-18)
11 Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice.[What kind of God brings strong winds, breaks rocks, makes an earthquake, creates a fire, and speaks in a still small voice to let us know we are not alone? Jehovah does.]
13 So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle [Treasury of Scripture Knowledge: This he did to signify his reverence; for covering the face was a token of respect] and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice came to him, and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” [Does this repetition of questions remind you of anyone? Jesus. God will challenge our motives when they are not in line with His wise and holy will.]
14 And he said [the same as the first time], “I have been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts; because the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life.” [Elijah pours out his pity-party heart to God . . . again]
15 Then the LORD said to him: “Go, return on your way to the Wilderness of Damascus; and when you arrive, anoint Hazael as king over Syria. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as king over Israel [one of the jobs of the prophets was to anoint kings]. And Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel Meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place [Coffman: God teaches here that there is no such thing as a NECESSARY man; man, even at his best estate, is altogether vanity; but God is all in all. God buries His workmen, but His work goes on.]. 17 It shall be that whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill; and whoever escapes the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill. 18 Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” [What kind of God keeps 7,000 faithful servants in reserve? Jehovah does.]
Challenge: Never forget what kind of God we serve
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Instant obedience is kind of obedience God desires
2. God will accomplish His will in creative ways
3. God will sometimes be very patient with His servants
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Obey immediately
2. Remember the kind of God we serve
3. Esther Archer: Listen for the voice of God and be willing to act when He does speak
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The Fall of Israel: The Fall of Jerusalem
Preview: This Changes Everything
Have you ever been reading a book and you got to a pivotal plot change that the author only spent a short amount of time on? 2 Kings 25 is that chapter in the Bible. When first read, you might wonder why it is listed in the 100 most essential passages for a Christian to be familiar with, but once you understand that it affects all of the remainder of the Old Testament, its inclusion makes more sense.
Reading the Bible is like that sometimes. Important things are easy to overlook and we can easily become complacent with the fact that we are going through the motions. For example, Bible reading and prayer do not exist for themselves. They exist for us to gain a deeper relationship with God. The same was true for the Old Testament laws that God instituted. God set them up as vehicles for relationship with Him, but Israel had neglected them as a nation—they were up, then they were down, then they were up, then they were down. At times they were apostate, at times they were serious about God, at times they skipped over important things—and in 2 Kings 25, God deals with all of it.
Like a parent that has finally had enough of a disobedient child, God takes Israel to the woodshed—and it is not pretty. Sin is always messy, God is patient, and we will always reap what we sow.
Key thought: Always be alert to the important things (in Bible study and in life)
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 2 Kings 25 (Author = Unknown)
The Fall and Captivity of Judah
1 Now it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month [about 590 B.C.—four hundred years after Solomon set up the high places], that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against Jerusalem and encamped against it; and they built a siege wall [lines of circumvallation] against it all around [Step 1: isolate the city]. 2 So the city was besieged until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. 3 By the ninth day of the fourth month [18 months into the siege] the famine had become so severe in the city that there was no food for the people of the land.
4 Then the city wall was broken through, and all the men of war fled at night by way of the gate between two walls, which was by the king’s garden, even though the Chaldeans were still encamped all around against the city. And the king went by way of the plain. 5 But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king, and they overtook him in the plains of Jericho. All his army was scattered from him. 6 So they [the Chaldeans] took the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon [Nebuchadnezzar] at Riblah, and they pronounced judgment on him. 7 Then they killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, put out the eyes of Zedekiah [Step 2: deal with the royal family (the last thing king Zedekiah saw was the murder of his children—in Eastern cultures at that time, the blind were not considered worthy to be kings, so this would disqualify him from serving as a king in any other country under the control of Nebuchadnezzar)], bound him with bronze fetters, and took him to Babylon.
8 And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month (which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9 He burned the house of the LORD and the king’s house [Step 3: destroy the infrastructure. Nebuzaradan is the Old Testament equivalent of Sherman burning Atlanta. The house of the Lord took 20 years to build. Solomon’s house took 13 years to build. They took one day to burn. Adam Clarke: four hundred and twenty-four years three months and eight days from the time in which Solomon laid its foundation stone. Priceless treasures can be lost in one day. John Wesley: By the burning of the temple God would shew, how little he cares for the outward pomp of his worship, when the life and power of religion are gone. About four hundred and thirty years the temple of Solomon had stood. And it is observed by Josephus, that the second temple was burnt by the Romans, the same month, and the same day of the month, that the first temple was burnt by the Chaldeans.]; all the houses of Jerusalem, that is, all the houses of the great, he burned with fire. 10 And all the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down the walls of Jerusalem all around. [The breaking down of the wall effectively destroyed Jerusalem’s ability to defend herself in the future—unless the wall was rebuilt.]
11 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive the rest of the people who remained in the city and the defectors who had deserted to the king of Babylon, with the rest of the multitude [Step 4: gather slaves. God’s people are once again slaves. Disobedience always leads to slavery (slavery to sin, slavery to self, and/or slavery to Satan).]. 12 But the captain of the guard left some of the poor of the land as vinedressers and farmers [Even at this horrible time, there is hope in a remnant that remain. Moral: God always has a remnant. God’s story is never without hope and never ends.]. 13 The bronze pillars that were in the house of the LORD, and the carts and the bronze Sea that were in the house of the LORD, the Chaldeans broke in pieces, and carried their bronze to Babylon. 14 They also took away the pots, the shovels, the trimmers, the spoons, and all the bronze utensils with which the priests ministered. 15 The firepans and the basins, the things of solid gold and solid silver, the captain of the guard took away. 16 The two pillars, one Sea, and the carts, which Solomon had made for the house of the LORD, the bronze of all these articles was beyond measure. 17 The height of one pillar was eighteen cubits, and the capital on it was of bronze. The height of the capital was three cubits, and the network and pomegranates all around the capital were all of bronze. The second pillar was the same, with a network. [Step 5: pillage. The countless and priceless treasures that Solomon had constructed were now used in a pagan king’s court. When you devalue God’s Word, you treat sin lightly. When you treat sin lightly, you have an inconsistent walk. When you have an inconsistent walk, God deals with you. When God deals with you, your enemies may win for a while. When your enemies win for a while, the church is burned to the ground. Don’t let the church be burned to the ground—value God’s Word.]
18 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the second priest, and the three doorkeepers. 19 He also took out of the city an officer who had charge of the men of war, five men of the king’s close associates who were found in the city, the chief recruiting officer of the army, who mustered the people of the land, and sixty men of the people of the land who were found in the city. 20 So Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, took these and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 21 Then the king of Babylon struck them and put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. [Step 6: kill the rest of the leadership] Thus Judah was carried away captive from its own land. [This was 860 years since Joshua walked them into this land.]
Gedaliah Made Governor of Judah
22 Then he [Nebuchadnezzar] made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, governor over the people who remained in the land of Judah [Step 7: Set up new leaders. John Wesley (on Gedaliah): A righteous and good man, and a friend to the prophet Jeremiah], whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left. 23 Now when all the captains of the armies, they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah governor, they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah—Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, Johanan the son of Careah, Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of a Maachathite, they and their men. 24 And Gedaliah took an oath before them and their men, and said to them, “Do not be afraid of the servants of the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you.” [Gedaliah had not given up hope]
25 But it happened in the seventh month that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal family, came with ten men and struck and killed Gedaliah [some would rather be slaves than free], the Jews, as well as the Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah. 26 And all the people, small and great, and the captains of the armies, arose and went to Egypt; for they were afraid of the Chaldeans.
Jehoiachin Released from Prison
27 Now it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, that Evil-Merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, released Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison. 28 He spoke kindly to him, and gave him a more prominent seat than those of the kings who were with him in Babylon. 29 So Jehoiachin changed from his prison garments, and he ate bread regularly before the king all the days of his life. 30 And as for his provisions, there was a regular ration given him by the king, a portion for each day, all the days of his life. [Thus ends of the book of Kings (one book in the original Hebrew, but split into two books for us in English)]
Challenge: Stay alert
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Important things are often easily overlooked (this chapter affects every chapter of the Old Testament after it chronologically)
2. Even when punishing His people, God always has a remnant
3. God’s story is never over—there is always hope
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Get the big rocks in the jar (prayer, Bible study, fellowship, etc.)
2. Remain faithful (be an ‘other’)
3. Know that no matter how dark the night, the Son is coming again. This is not the end of your story. If God is your daddy, then I do not want to spoil the ending for you, but everything is going to be OK.
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