The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: Letters to the Early Church Leaders
This is our eighth five-week series in the New Testament. So far, we have looked at The Early Years of Jesus, The Teachings of Jesus, the Miracles of Jesus, The Final Days of Jesus, The Church is Born, The Travels of Paul, and Letters to the Early Church.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	July 1
	Elders and Deacons
	1 Timothy 3:1-3
	1 Timothy 3
	Jim Fleming

	July 8
	The Love of Money
	1 Timothy 6:10
	1 Timothy 6:3-21
	Justin Harness

	July 15
	God’s Workman
	2 Timothy 2:15
	2 Timothy 2
	David Barber

	July 22
	All Scripture is God-breathed
	2 Timothy 3:16-17
	2 Timothy 3:10-4:8
	Lori Drake

	July 29
	The Coming of the Lord
	1 Thess. 4:16-17
	1 Thess. 4:13-5:11
	Jim Fleming



Letters to the Early Church Leaders: Elders and Deacons
Review
We spent 20 weeks looking at Jesus, five weeks looking at how the church began, five more weeks examining how Paul spread the Gospel, and the last five weeks in the New Testament on excerpts from letters to the early church on topics ranging from behavior to belief. Now, we turn our attention to instructions written to the church’s leadership.
Just yesterday, I received my updated voter registration card and noticed that I have at least seven different governmental levels of leadership above me. Whatever we feel about our leaders, they are placed above us for our benefit and for God’s glory. We can help them lead well by being leadable.
Preview: Human Resources
In today’s lesson, we look at the job prerequisites for church leadership. Imagine your job description having been written 2,000 years ago. I have had many different job descriptions where I work and am currently undergoing a process to refine it further. Since job descriptions depend on specific words, we will spend much time today looking at the meanings of various words.
The New Testament uses many different words for the leadership positions that we will look at today. Just as various aspects of what you do on a regular basis can be described with different words, so the New Testament uses a variety of words (bishop, elder, presbyter, preacher, shepherd, steward, pastor, etc., and deacon, servant, etc.) to describe her leadership roles (see Acts 20:17, 28 for an example).
Lenski: Paul is not telling Timothy to arrange for these offices and to define their functions and their scope; such offices were already established and in use. Timothy is merely to see to it that only properly qualified persons fill them. . . . All of the qualifications listed except aptness to teach and that pertaining to a novice are requirements that apply to all Christians
One other thing to keep in mind as we go through today’s text. 1 Timothy was among the last letters that Paul wrote and comes toward the end of his writing period. Paul is wiser and more experienced in the faith and his guidance under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, reflects a combination of knowledge, experience, and counsel. It can also appear that Paul contradicts earlier comments in other letters, but he is refining and clarifying these leadership positions.
Key thought: God has standards for His servants
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Timothy 3 (Author = Paul)
Qualifications of Overseers
1 This is a faithful saying: If a man desires [to stretch one’s self out in order to touch or to grasp something, to reach after or desire something; Adam Clarke: It is strange that the episcopacy, in those times, should have been an object of intense desire to any man; when it was a place of danger, all exposure to severe labour, want, persecution, and death, without any secular emolument whatsoever] the position of a bishop [investigation, inspection, visitation; oversight, overseership, office, charge, the office of an elder; the overseer or presiding officers of a Christian church; the idea is God’s eyes in human form looking in to the laity’s business; Guzik: In Acts 20:17, we learn there were many bishops—that is, overseers—in one church in one city. Undoubtedly, these were men who had oversight over the many house-churches that met throughout the city. The idea of a “regional bishop” doesn’t come from the Bible.], he desires [a different Greek word, meaning to turn upon a thing to have a desire for, long for, to desire to lust after, covet] a good [beautiful, handsome, excellent, eminent, choice, surpassing, precious, useful, suitable, commendable, admirable] work [occupation; Guzik: Spiritual leadership in the church isn’t all about titles and honor and glory; it’s about work]. 2 A bishop [overseer, superintendent, elder] then must be [present tense] blameless [David Guzik: Sin is vertical, blameless is horizontal; Guzik: demonstrated by a track record of behavior; many commentators lean toward a belief that all of the remaining qualifications are aspects of this one expectation], the husband of one wife, temperate [sober, temperate], sober-minded [sound mind, sane, in one’s senses curbing one's desires and impulses, self-controlled, temperate; Wiersbe: This does not mean he has no sense of humor, or that he is always solemn and somber. Rather it suggests that he knows the value of things and does not cheapen the ministry or the Gospel message by foolish behavior.], of good behavior [well arranged, seemly, modest; Guzik: the same word translated modest in 1 Timothy 2:9], hospitable [hospitable, generous to guests; Adam Clarke: Hospitality, in those primitive times, was a great and necessary virtue; then there were few inns, or places of public entertainment; to those who were noted for benevolence the necessitous stranger had recourse], able to teach [apt and skilful in teaching; Coffman: The Christian life is a life of study and learning. Ill-informed elders are a contradiction in terms. Every elder should be able to shut the mouths of the gainsayers, shield the church from false teaching, and see to it that truth and truth alone is fed to their charges.]; 3 not given to wine [not given to wine, not drunken], not violent [not a bruiser, ready for a blow a pugnacious, contentious, or a quarrelsome person], not greedy for money, but gentle [seemingly, suitable equitable, fair, mild, gentle; Guzik: The kind of man who takes Jesus as his example, not the latest action hero], not quarrelsome [not to be withstood, invincible, not contentious, abstaining from fighting], not covetous [not loving money, not avaricious; this is broader than just referencing money; if this seems like a strange list so far, remember People: We must always bear in mind that the church had been formed of Gentiles whose morals had been at a very low standard (read: the church is made up of former pagans)—these lessons must continually be taught for we continually forget (and the next generation must know them well)]; 4 one who rules [superintend, preside over, to be a protector or guardian, to give aid, to care for, give attention to] his own house well [beautifully, finely, excellently, well], having his children in submission [obedience] with all reverence [reverence and respect, dignity, majesty, sanctity, honor, purity] 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?) [Guzik: Paul recognizes that it is in the home where our Christianity is first demonstrated]; 6 not a novice [new convert; People: Paul and Barnabas did not ordain elders until their second visit to the churches (Acts 14:23)], lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil [Coffman: men of settled experience in living the Christian life should be chosen]. 7 Moreover he must have a good [beautiful, handsome, excellent, eminent, choice, surpassing, precious, useful, suitable, commendable, admirable] testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.
Qualifications of Deacons
8 Likewise deacons [one who executes the commands of another, especially of a master, a servant, attendant, minister, the servant of a king, one who, by virtue of the office assigned to him by the church, cares for the poor and has charge of and distributes the money collected for their use, waiters, ones who serve food and drink] must be reverent [august, venerable, reverend, to be venerated for character, honorable], not double-tongued [double in speech, saying one thing with one person another with another (with the intent to deceive)], not given [applying, attaching, attending] to much wine, not greedy for money [eager for base gain, greedy for money], 9 holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience [Coffman: Paul made a great deal of the conscience; and, while a clear conscience does not prove one is right, an impure conscience most certainly proves one to be wrong. Barnes: A mere orthodox faith was not all that was necessary, for it was possible that a man might be professedly firm in the belief of the truths of revelation, and yet be corrupt at heart.]. 10 But let these also first be tested [to test, examine, prove, scrutinize (to see whether a thing is genuine or not), as metals, to recognize as genuine after examination, to approve, deem worthy]; then let them serve as deacons [to be a servant, attendant, domestic, to serve, wait upon], being found blameless. 11 Likewise, their wives must be reverent [august, venerable, reverend, to be venerated for character, honorable], not slanderers [prone to slander, slanderous, accusing falsely, false accuser, slanderer; the Greek is diabolos, literally, devils], temperate [sober, temperate, abstaining from wine], faithful in all things [talk about four incredibly hard words to live by—and four beautiful words to have written on one’s tombstone]. 12 Let deacons be [present tense] the husbands of one wife, ruling [superintend, preside over, to be a protector or guardian, to give aid, to care for, give attention to] their children and their own houses well [beautifully, finely, excellently, well]. 13 For those who have served well [beautifully, finely, excellently, well; Barnes: The sense would be well expressed by the phrase, deaconizing well] as deacons obtain [reserve, preserve, purchase] for themselves a good [beautiful, handsome, excellent, eminent, choice, surpassing, precious, useful, suitable, commendable, admirable] standing [dignity and wholesome influence in the church; another step up] and great boldness [freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech, openly, frankly, i.e., without concealment, without ambiguity or circumlocution, without the use of figures and comparisons, free and fearless confidence, cheerful courage, boldness, assurance] in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.
The Great Mystery
14 These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly; 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct [conduct, behave, live] yourself in the house of God, which is the church [Guzik: In Greek, church is a non-religious word for a group of people called together for a purpose] of the living God, the pillar and ground [support] of the truth. [Calvin: Paul will not acknowledge the Church except where God’s truth is exalted and plain] 16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifested in the flesh,
Justified in the Spirit, [Guzik: declared to be, by the Holy Spirit, what He always was]
Seen by angels,
Preached among the Gentiles,
Believed on in the world,
Received up in glory. [Paul is saying that the mystery of godliness is Jesus, so it should not surprise us that the prerequisites for leadership in the church look like Jesus looks]
Challenge: Embrace God’s standards for laity and leadership (not perfection)
SHBC Sunday school	Letters to the Early Church Leaders: Elders and Deacons	July 1, 2012







1
Jim Fleming	OurSundaySchool.com	
Apply (What is the point?)
1. God has prerequisites for leadership and standards for His servants
2. God’s prerequisites have not changed
3. God’s prerequisites will not change
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Encourage and exhort my pastors in these prerequisites
2. Be easy to be overlooked (i.e., make it easy on my pastors to pastor me)
3. Train my children to fill these roles

Letters to the Early Church Leaders: The Love of Money
Preview: Been there, done that
One of my goals in this 100-week series was to have at least 10 different voices speaking to us. Today I complete that goal. You may not be a teacher and may be scared to death to speak, but you need to tell your story (and it does not have to be in Sunday school). However, it is important for you and it is important for others. After I do some setup for today’s text, Justin Harness will tell his story (and, like all of our stories, it is not perfect and it is not finished) about how today’s text has been true in his life. Today’s text is at the end of 1 Timothy and Paul is wrapping up all of his instructions to Timothy.
Key thought: There can be only one (God or money)
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Timothy 6:3-21 (Author = Paul)
Error and Greed (3-10)
3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome [healthy from a doctrinal perspective] words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness, 4 he is proud [smoke, wrapped in mist], knowing nothing [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: Ignorance is a frequent companion of conceit], but is obsessed [literally, morbidly sick; rhetorically, morbidly obsessed] with disputes [questions, debates] and arguments over words [literally, arguing over empty things that do not matter], from which come envy, strife [strife, contention; Adam Clarke: How little good have religious disputes ever done to mankind, or to the cause of truth!], reviling [slander, speech injurious to another’s good name], evil [evil, annoying, hard] suspicions, 5 useless wranglings [useless occupation, empty business; Barnes: The verb from which this is derived means to rub in pieces, to wear away; and hence the word here used refers to what was a mere wearing away of time. The idea is that of employments that merely consumed time without any advantage.] of men of corrupt minds and destitute [defrauded, robbed] of the truth, who suppose [literally, holding to customs] that godliness is a means of gain [acquisition; Guzik: In our day—a time when we are overwhelmed with useless information—it is easy to regard the Bible as useless information; as a source of answers to trivia questions, but not as a book with truth that confronts and transforms my life. Bible study is not trivial pursuit.]. From such withdraw yourself [an imperative meaning to cause to separate—the Joseph principle]. [Aside: for me to think that I have a better answer than what God Himself shows in His Word is folly. Challenge any word that comes out of any mouth that affronts Jesus. To borrow a phrase from Addison Road’s song, What Do I Know Of Holy? “What do I know of You who spoke me into motion? Where have I even stood but the shore along Your ocean? . . . What do I know?” Anybody who thinks they can do better than Jesus is not worth listening to.]
Guzik: Very commonly, Christianity is presented today on the basis of what you will gain by following Jesus: personal success and happiness, a stronger family, a more secure life. These things may be true to some degree, but we must never “market” the gospel as a “product” that will “fix” these things in your life. . . . When the gospel is marketed this way, it makes followers of Jesus who are completely unprepared for tough times; after all, if the “Jesus product” isn’t working, why not try another brand?
6 Now godliness with contentment [no aid or support is needed, a mind content with its lot] is great gain [acquisition; Adam Clarke: It requires but little of this world’s goods to satisfy a man who feels himself to be a citizen of another country, and knows that this is not his rest]. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain [clear, evident, manifest] we can carry nothing out [Guzik: A heart of contentment begins with seeing our material possessions and resources in an eternal perspective. . . Gold is a precious commodity on earth; in heaven God uses it to pave the streets!]. 8 And having food and clothing [literally, ‘covering,’ implying both clothing and lodging], with these we shall be content [suffice, be enough, be satisfied]. 9 But those who desire [deliberate, having purpose] to be rich [using Paul’s definition, anyone that has enough to eat and enough to cover themselves; John Wesley: the very desire banishes content, and exposes them to ruin] fall [not, ‘may fall,’ not, ‘might fall,’ not, ‘could fall,’ but simply, ‘fall’—it will happen—if you chase riches, you will fall] into temptation and a snare [snare, trap, noose; Admiral Ackbar; an animal does not understand that what they are focused on is about to kill them], and into many foolish [not understood, intelligible, understanding] and harmful [hurtful, injurious] lusts [desires, cravings, longings, desires for what is forbidden] which drown [drag to the bottom] men in destruction [ruin, destroy, death] and perdition [utter destruction of a thing or person—used in the New Testament of love of money and of hell]. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: Surely men today need no proof of the fact that men and women will commit any sin or crime for money (1931)], for which some have strayed from the faith [John Wesley: They aimed not at faith, but at something else] in their greediness [to stretch one’s self out], and pierced themselves through [to torture your soul—these are self-inflicted wounds] with many sorrows [consuming grief, pain, sorrow]. [The one that desires to be rich is fallen in temptation, broken in a trap, experiencing injurious cravings, drowning in utter destruction, straying from the faith, and torturing his soul with consuming sorrow, pain, and grief. The stuff that dirty, colored paper can buy is not worth the cost here or the cost hereafter.]
The Good Confession (11-16)
11 But you, O man of God, flee [an imperative, to flee away, seek safety by flight, to escape safely out of danger] these things and pursue [an imperative, meaning to run swiftly in order to catch a person or thing] righteousness, godliness, faith, love [Greek, agape, seeking the highest good of another (not self)], patience [steadfastness, constancy, endurance], gentleness [gentleness, mildness, meekness]. 12 Fight [an imperative, to enter a contest: contend in the gymnastic games] the good fight [arena, stadium] of faith, lay hold on [an imperative, to lay hold of, take possession of, overtake, attain, attain to, get a grip on] eternal life [Who was Paul writing this to? Timothy. Coffman: But was not Timothy already saved? Indeed he was, but the New Testament makes it starkly clear that fidelity on the part of Christians is also required of them if they really hope to enter heaven at last. The proof of our faith comes at the end of our lives.], to which you were also called and have confessed [said the same thing] the good confession in the presence of many witnesses [Greek, martus (mar-TOOS)—this probably refers to Timothy’s baptism]. 13 I urge [command, order] you in the sight of God who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, 14 that you keep [an imperative, attend carefully, take care] this commandment without spot, blameless [untouchable (can’t touch this)] until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, 15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.
Instructions to the Rich (17-19)
17 Command [an imperative, command, order] those who are rich [see our earlier definition] in this present age not to be haughty [proud], nor to trust [hope] in uncertain riches [it is almost as if Paul knew how the stock market would work one day; Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: Riches have wings] but in the living God [John Wesley: All the rest is dead clay], who gives us richly [abundantly, richly] all things to enjoy [Adam Clarke: God gives liberally; man divides it badly]. 18 Let them [the rich—we are the rich] do good [to work good, to do good, to do well, act rightly], that they be rich in good works [business, occupation, job], ready to give [liberal; Harvey Penick’s Little Red Book: People are always asking me to look at the calluses on their palms, as if the location and thickness of the calluses will tell me whether their grip is correct. I remember someone asking to see the calluses on Sam Snead’s palms. Sam said, “I don’t have any calluses.” Sam said he holds the club as if it is a live bird in his hands, with just enough pressure that the bird can’t fly away but not so tightly that the bird can’t breathe. Grip the club this way and you won’t have calluses, either. That’s a great illustration of how to hold on to our wealth—very gently, allowing us to share.], willing to share [social, sociable, ready to form and maintain communion and fellowship], 19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. [Guzik: Many think the main reason for giving unto the Lord is because the church needs money. No. The most important reason to give is because you need to be a giver. It is God’s way of guarding you against greed and trust in uncertain riches. God will provide for His work even if you do not give; but what will happen to you?]
Guard the Faith (20-21)
20 O Timothy! Guard what was committed [a banking term ]to your trust, avoiding the profane [common, public places] and idle babblings [empty discussion, discussion of vain and useless matters] and contradictions [oppositions] of what is falsely called knowledge— 21 by professing it some have strayed [missed the mark] concerning the faith. Grace be with you. Amen. [Justin’s testimony]
Challenge: Where are you? (in a relationship with God? running from God? running to God?)
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Justin Harness: Material gain does not produce contentment
2. Loving money and things is both visible and invisible
3. We cannot do better without God. Bethany Dillon’s, Hallelujah: And only you can see the good, In broken things, You took my heart of stone and you made it home, And set this prisoner free.
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Justin Harness: Our contentment is found in the absolute truth of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
2. Confess the visible and invisible sin and get accountable with a brother/sister
3. Ask God for help to hold your riches lightly
Recommended resource: John Wesley’s sermon, The Danger of Riches (1872)
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Letters to the Early Church Leaders: God’s Workman
Introduction
1. How many M&Ms are in the jar? ______
2. What are your three favorite songs?
	1.
	2.
	3.
Preview: You can’t handle the truth!
Key thought: The truth is always the issue
Background on 2 Timothy
Where is 2 Timothy?
[image: ]
New Testament Writings
Gospels – Story of Jesus
Acts – Establishment of the church (history)
Romans – Doctrine of the New Testament
Letters to People – Pastors/friends
Letters to the Early Church – Epistles addressing doctrine
General Letters – Written by others
· General issues
· End times (Revelation) 
The Pastoral Epistles
1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus (1 Timothy, Titus, 2 Timothy) (Paul’s last letter before his death—passing on his legacy as he thought he might never see Timothy again)
Paul is writing the letter from a prison in Rome (most have deserted Paul due to his imprisonment)
Paul is addressing the staying faithful to the truth (in the face of adversity and even when it does not “look” like it is right or winning)
Purpose of the pastor – Proclaim the truth (today: the definition of truth is being changed to the concept of tolerance)
The Life of Paul
2 Corinthians 11:23-28 speaks of the many trials Paul faced. He was: 
· Put in prison over and over
· Flogged an uncounted number of times
· Faced death over and over
· Received 39 lashes from the Jews five times
· Beaten with rods three times
· Stoned one time
· Shipwrecked three times 
· Spent a day and night in the sea
· Continual danger from rivers, robbers, his own people, and Gentiles
· Was in danger in the city, in the country, at sea, and from false brothers
· Was weary and in pain often, without sleep
· Often hungry and thirsty, cold, and naked
· And continually concerned about the health of all of the churches
Other things:
· His thorn in the flesh (most likely poor eyesight)
· Blind after meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-19)
Summary: your circumstances are not a reflection of your walk with Christ
2 Timothy
Salutation (1:1-2)
Call to faithfulness (1:3-18)
· Thanksgiving for Timothy (1:3-7)
· Call to courage (1:8-12)
· Call to guard the truth (1:13-14)
· Examples of unfaithfulness and faithfulness (1:15-18)
Be strong – pass on the Truth (2:1-13) (what is truth)
· Enduring hardship for Christ (2:1-7)
· Christ’s example of endurance (2:8-10)
· A faithful saying (2:11-13)
Dealing with false teachers (2:14-26) (who ain’t)
· Faithfulness in ministry (2:14-19)
· A clean instrument (2:20-21)
· Faithfulness in conduct (2:22-26)
Predictions of faithlessness (3:1-9)
Challenge to faithful preaching (3:10-4:8)
· Faithfulness in the face of opposition (3:10-13)
· Faithfulness to God’s Word (3:14-4:5)
· Faithfulness of Paul (4:6-8)
Reminder of God’s faithfulness in Paul’s adversity (4:9-18)
· Paul’s enemies and friends (4:9-16)
· Paul’s deliverance by the Lord (4:17-18)
Final greetings (4:19-22)
Purpose of the church: SHBC
Worship: You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind
Instruction: Teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you
Fellowship: Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
Evangelism: Go therefore and make disciples
Service: You shall love your neighbor as yourself
WIFE’S
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 2 Timothy 2 (Author = Paul)
Be Strong in Grace (Be strong—pass on Truth)
1 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer must be first to partake of the crops. 7 Consider what I say, and may the Lord give you understanding in all things.
8 Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from the dead according to my gospel, 9 for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of chains; but the word of God is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
11 This is a faithful saying:
For if we died with Him,
We shall also live with Him.
12 If we endure,
We shall also reign with Him.
If we deny Him,
He also will deny us.
13 If we are faithless,
He remains faithful;
He cannot deny Himself.
Command statements:
· Be strong in the grace
· Endure hardship
· Remember . . . Jesus Christ
Trustworthy saying:
· If we died, we live
· If we endure, we reign
· If we deny, He will deny
· If we are faithless, He is faithful
Summary: when you do the right thing, it does not always look good
Illustrations
	
	Illustration 
	The Call 
	The Reward 

	2:3 
	A soldier
	Suffer hardship
	Please the One who enlisted you

	2:5 
	An athlete
	Follow the rules
	Win the prize

	2:6 
	A farmer
	Work hard
	Receive your share of the harvest

	2:15 
	A workman
	Accurately handle the Word
	Be approved to God

	2:20 
	A vessel
	Be cleansed
	Be useful to the Master

	2:24 
	A servant
	Be at peace
	God may grant repentance to some


Approved and Disapproved Workers (Deal with false teachers)
14 Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 18 who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”
20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. 21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work. 22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife. 24 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, 25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 26 and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.
Command statements:
· Remind [God’s people] of these things
· Not to strive about words to no profit
· Present yourself approved to God
· Shun profane and idle babblings
· Flee . . . youthful lusts
· Pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace
· Avoid foolish and ignorant disputes
Hymenaeus and Philetus
1 Timothy 1:19 – “some” who had put away faith and a good conscience (who had made shipwreck concerning faith).
1 Timothy 1:20 – I (Paul) have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.
2 Timothy 2:17-18 - Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have departed from the truth.
How to Deal with Them
Yourself (first, deal with yourself)
· Flee: evil desires
· Pursue:  righteousness, faith, love, and peace
How to approach them (then, deal with them)
· Do not have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments
· Do not be quarrelsome
· Gently instruct them
Why is truth always under attack?
Implications – If there is truth, then we are accountable to it
Redefine – If you cannot combat truth, redefine it
Correct false teachers – in a spirit of gentleness
Godless chatter – distracts from the truth
Truth --> Faithfulness --> Jesus
God’s truth is right all the time and everything else is wrong
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Pass on the Truth – Jesus Christ
2. Avoid godless chatter
3. Let God win over opponents
Truth wins! It is worth it . . .
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Look at trials in the right light
2. Be known as a workman
3. It is always about the Truth
And it’s going to get worse (2 Timothy 3:1-9) . . . but there is truth!
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Letters to the Early Church Leaders: All Scripture is God-breathed
Preview:
It is the end of your life, you have only days left—maybe weeks. You are sitting alone with your thoughts, contemplating a lifetime of memories, and choices made—some ill conceived, some worthwhile. There is a pen and paper in your lap and you have on your heart a person who will remain after you are gone. Someone you love and hold dear. Someone you have walked through seasons of life with, just perhaps a few years ahead of them. Maybe it is a daughter or son, a spouse, a younger sibling, or grandchild. Perhaps someone you have mentored or adopted into your family. Maybe it is a best friend. You will be gone, they will remain, and you want to prepare them. You want to provide guidance, clarity, direction, advice. You do not want them to repeat your mistakes; you want them spared from pain and hardship, and to experience every possible success imaginable in their endeavors. So you start writing and there is no time to beat around the bush, time is slipping away and you want to get right to the point. So what is the most pressing instruction for you to pass on? What does it all boil down to? What have years of love and loss, success and failure, joy and heartache taught you? What would you say? What would be your legacy?
Paul is writing to Timothy, his “son in the faith” (1 Timothy 1:2), and preparing him for a life of ministry. I describe this text as being “beautifully straightforward,” as the English translation we have is in most places identical to what Paul wrote in the Greek. MacArthur Study Bible: There are no major challenges in this letter involving theological issues—not typical for Paul’s letters (just ask Peter in 2 Peter 3:16).
Key thought: Believers must remain devoted to the truth of God’s Word
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 2 Timothy 3:10-4:8 (Author = Paul)
The Man of God and the Word of God (10-17)
10 But you [Timothy] have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance [i.e., I have practiced what I preached!], 11 persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions I endured [Paul has clearly been thinking back over his life—the highs and lows. These events are recorded in Acts 13-14. He is telling Timothy that he can trust his life—“You have watched me live!” Typically, when I am giving advice, it is because I have done it wrong, but Paul is boldly saying, “Because I have done this right!”]. And out of them all the Lord [kurios: NT Greek equivalent of OT Hebrew Jehovah, it focuses on God’s authority as master and owner] delivered me. 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution [We will meet resistance and opposition if we choose to follow Jesus, if we are doing it right. But what is the other option? Being evil]. 13 But evil men [wicked, corrupt] and impostors [Impostors are equally dangerous, those that look like, talk like, and act like Christians, but do not submit to the lordship of Christ. Example: Judas. Was there a time in your life when you thought you were following Christ, but looking back, you saw no true evidence of saving faith? Maybe, going through the motions?] will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived [Driscoll: Initially deceived by Satan, then they deceive themselves (self-deception), which makes them more capable of deceiving others. “If I can fool me, then I can fool you.” What Dave Barber talked about last week: false teachers—they are alive and well within the church. John, Paul, Jude, and Peter frequently wrote of these men who crept in and infiltrated the church and corrupted the doctrine and gospel. J. C. Ryle (1800’s Bishop): I believe that the widespread unbelief, indifference, formalism and wickedness, which are to be seen throughout Christendom, are only what we are taught to expect in God’s Word. Troublous times, departures from the faith, evil men waxing worse and worse, love waxing cold, are things distinctly predicted. So far from making me doubt the truth of Christianity, they help to confirm my faith. Melancholy and sorrowful as the sight is, if I did not see it I should think the Bible was not true. False teachings in the early church: Judaizers, Gnosticism, Arianism, Sabellianism, and Modalism]. 14 But you must continue [remain, abide] in the things which you have learned [“Have learned,” not, “have been learned”—just because Jim teaches, does not mean we learn. The listener must take an active role in the responsibility of learning. Example: Tony’s L&L] and been assured of [This takes it a step further: you have not only actively learned, but you are convinced by it! Anatomy book vs cadaver lab. How tightly do you hold to these truths? Knowledge versus conviction. Gary Jared: Men will give their lives for the truth], knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood [newborn, infant] you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. [Who taught Timothy? Mother and grandmother. Timothy did not meet Paul until later teens/early 20s, now mid/late 30s. He is now aligned with his beliefs by what he was taught in his youth. There is a great need for young women to know their Bible, to be a biblical resource for her children. When I become a mother, I do not want to say, “Go ask your father,” because as I experienced in my childhood, the father may not always be there.]
16 All Scripture [OT/NT, Genesis through Revelation, nothing more, nothing less—the canon is closed] is given by inspiration of God [This is an example of what we must not only learn, but be convinced of—when Scripture speaks, God speaks. He has, “drawn a straight line with a crooked stick.”], and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction [restoration to an upright or right state], for instruction in righteousness [integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness, correctness of thinking feeling and acting], 17 that the man of God may be complete [completely qualified, sufficient, all parts are complete or whole, so that they might serve their destined purpose], thoroughly equipped [perfect tense] for every good work. [This is from Paul! Talk about an ill-equipped man. He was Saul—a terrorist, persecuting and killing Christians, until the day he met Jesus. We can trust when Paul tells us that God will equip us for our future good works. However, more so, we can trust God telling us that He has equipped us, and He is still equipping us. At least five more books of the NT were written by other men after Paul wrote this; God knew the beginning/end of Scripture and that it would be sufficient. God in His sovereignty orchestrated a sufficient Bible for us from the beginning. Paul did not have this overarching vantage point to know that even more would be added after him. While we can still trust Paul’s words about the, “equipping scripture,” from his testimony, we must remember this is ultimately God assuring us of the, “equipping scripture,” from his sovereign knowledge of the full canon before it was written. I would like to hear Paul’s examples of, “every good work.” I think: service opportunities, donating money, spending the night at the Interfaith house, mission trips, etc. Things that are easy or do not cost me too much time, effort, or sacrifice. Paul likely thought of getting rocks thrown at my head for talking about Jesus, being drug around, imprisoned, starved, beaten, robbed, etc.]
2 Timothy 4
Preach the Word (1-5)
Paul gives Timothy nine imperatives in the first eight verses.
1 I charge you therefore [far more than a suggestion] before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! [What does this say to pastors? Preach the Scriptures. What does this say to congregations? Congregate where Scripture is preached. Luther: Because heresies threatened the living apostolic message, it had to be recorded in a book to protect it from falsification. Preaching reverses this process of conservation again, allowing the Scriptures of the past to become the tidings of the present . . . The Gospel has been committed to lifeless paper; fresh words can transform it into glad tidings again.] Be ready [stand by, be at hand, pressing, earnest] in season and out of season [MacArthur: The faithful preacher must proclaim the Word when it is popular and/or convenient, and when it is not; when it seems suitable to do so, and when it seems not. The dictates of popular culture, tradition, reputation, acceptance, or esteem in the community (or in the church) must never alter the true preacher’s commitment to proclaim God’s Word.]. Convince, rebuke [We are sinners and we will need to be corrected! Driscoll: Biblical preaching first offends you, then calls you to repentance, then restores you. We need to be offended! We need to be exposed, at times. Sometimes to remove sickness and disease, you have to be cut. Ex: patients’ s/p tumor removal. “There was something in you that was not supposed to be there.” Lap versus open removal. Hebrews 4:12 the Bible penetrates, pierces, cuts! 1 Timothy 3:16 says the Scripture is profitable for reproof and correction—if a pastor is preaching God’s word, then his message will bring reproof and correction! This is the dirty part of preaching—exposing sin. In addition, the pastors will give an account for it (2 Timothy 4:1)], exhort [encouragement], with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound [free from any mixture of error] doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching [desirous of hearing something pleasant; itching ears want to be soothed!] ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.
	TRUTH
	
	TRUTH



Biblical: Truth is fixed, culture changes		Postmodernism: Truth changes as culture changes
MacArthur’s The Truth War: Uncertainty is the new truth . . . [truth itself is] . . . not fixed . . . [but is] . . . infinitely pliable . . . [and] . . . thus capable of making room for everyone’s views.
5 But you be watchful [sober, calm, collected in spirit, temperate; a good leader is the one who stays calm (no one wants the “over-reactor” in a crisis)] in all things, endure afflictions [do not seek the short cut, the quick fix—sometimes we have to weather the storm, walk through the valley, etc.— we cannot always go around], do the work of an evangelist [share the love of Christ with others], fulfill your ministry [by fulfilling to the utmost all its duties; Paul: keep this going and take the baton].
Paul’s Valedictory (6-8)
6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering [figuratively, one whose blood is poured out in a violent death for the cause of God; to offer up one’s strength and life; Paul was beheaded shortly after writing this letter], and the time of my departure [an unloosening, as of things woven] is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing [Paul’s perspective remains not on his death, but on Christ. Philippians 1:21: For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. The closer he is to death, the closer he is to seeing Christ face to face—His Prize and His Portion.].
Note that Paul has not asked for provisions (clothing, food, blankets, etc.) to ease his suffering, to be broken out, for a guard or judge to be paid off, etc. His time is being spent by preparing Timothy to carry on where he is leaving off. Weeks after this letter was written, Paul was beheaded, and was welcomed into Heaven hearing the words, “well done, good and faithful servant.”
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Is your manner of life worthy of being imitated? (Saul did not have a perfect track record either)
1. Are you convinced of the things written in God’s Word? 
2. Could you be swayed by a gospel that is contrary to what is laid out in Scripture (this is happening now)? It requires biblical knowledge and leading from the Holy Spirit to discern Truth from untruth.
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Remain faithful to other believers (as Paul was to Timothy and as Timothy was to Paul)
1. Remain faithful to God’s Word (we have to know if it if we are to defend it)
1. Remain faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
Recommendation: John MacArthur’s The Truth War
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Letters to the Early Church Leaders: The Coming of the Lord
Preview: Ready, set, gone!
The Olympics began yesterday and athletes from all over the world converged on London to celebrate sports. For each event, there is a set start time, a specific set of rules, and a clear end. Much like the Olympic events, our lives have a specific start time, a specific set of rules, and a clear end. Rewards will be distributed at the end.
Today’s lesson is about the end of the Christian life on Earth—the coming of the Lord.
Key thought: Be ready
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 (Author = Paul)
The Comfort of Christ’s Coming
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren [Coffman: This was one of Paul’s favorite ways of introducing a new and important subject. It is also found in Romans 1:13; Romans 11:25; 1 Corinthians 10:1; 1 Corinthians 12:1, and 2 Corinthians 1:8.], concerning those who have fallen asleep [literally, sleep; metaphorically, dead], lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring [lead] with Him those who sleep in Jesus. [Moffat: Moffatt: Since Paul left, some of the Thessalonian Christians had died, and the survivors were distressed with the fear that these would have to occupy a position secondary to those who lived until the Advent of the Lord. Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: It appears our hope rests on our faith.]
Asleep or dead? To find out the answer, let us do a Greek word study on the Greek word used here: koimao (not an English word study—that is studying backward)
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Obviously sleep
Matthew 27:52
Matthew 28:13
Luke 22:45
John 11:12
Acts 12:6
Obviously dead
John 11:11
Acts 7:60
Acts 13:36
1 Corinthians 7:39
Probably dead
1 Corinthians 11:30
1 Corinthians 15:6
1 Corinthians 15:18
1 Corinthians 15:20
1 Corinthians 15:21
1 Thessalonians 4:13
1 Thessalonians 4:14
1 Thessalonians 4:15
2 Peter 3:4

Leon Morris (quoted in Coffman): The very word “cemetery,” “[Greek: koimeterion], is derived from the word used here, [Greek: koimao], and means ‘a place of sleep.’”
Guzik: Sadly, the Bible never describes the death of the unbeliever as sleep, for there is no rest, peace or comfort for them in death. . . . When a sinner dies, we mourn for them. When a believer dies we only mourn for ourselves, because they are with the Lord!
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain [this appears to contrast with 1 Thessalonians 4:13 and 4:14, implying the opposite of those verses is being alive] until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: Hence there was no ground for uneasiness about the dead in Christ]. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout [an order, command, specifically a stimulating cry, either that by which animals are roused and urged on by man, as horses by charioteers, hounds by hunters, etc., or that by which a signal is given to men, e.g. to rowers by the master of a ship, to soldiers by a commander (with a loud summons, a trumpet call)], with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God [Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: the trumpet blast which usually accompanies God’s manifestation in glory (Exodus 19:16; Psalm 47:5); an angel in heaven is licking his lips]. And the dead [Greek, nekros] in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together [Guzik: In the ancient Greek, the phrase to meet was used as a technical term to describe the official welcoming of honored guests. This passage is the basis for the New Testament doctrine of the rapture, the catching away of believers to be with Jesus. The word rapture is not in the ancient Greek text, but comes from the Latin Vulgate, which translates the phrase caught up with rapturus, from which we get our English word rapture. Paul’s statement, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, is both dramatic and fantastic. He speaks of Christians flying upward, caught up . . . in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. We wouldn’t believe this unless the Bible told us it were so, not any more than we would believe that God who became a baby, that He did miracles, that He died on a cross and He lives in us.] with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always [at all times, always, ever] be with the Lord [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: This rapture of the saints (both risen and changed) is a glorious climax to Paul’s argument of consolation. David Guzik: This is the great reward of heaven—to be with Jesus. Death can’t break our unity with Jesus or with other Christians.]. 18 Therefore comfort [Greek, parakaleo, exhort] one another with these words.
Adam Clarke: Strange saying! comfort a man with the information that he is going to appear before the judgment-seat of God! Who can feel comfort from these words? That man alone with whose spirit the Spirit of God bears witness that his sins are blotted out, and the thoughts of whose heart are purified by the inspiration of Gods Holy Spirit, so that he can perfectly love him, and worthily magnify his name. Reader, thou art not in a safe state unless it be thus with thee, or thou art hungering and thirsting after righteousness.
The Day of the Lord
1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night [Lipscomb: Only by a righteous and pure life can one be ready for his coming]. 3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden [unexpected, sudden, unforeseen] destruction [ruin, destroy, death] comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman [Julie Fleming: You know they are coming, but you are not prepared for the amount of pain until you have experienced it]. And they shall not escape [flee away to safety; Agent Smith in The Matrix: You hear that Mr. Anderson? That is the sound of inevitability. It is the sound of your death. Liam Neeson in Taken: I don’t know who you are. I don’t know what you want. If you are looking for ransom, I can tell you I don’t have money. But what I do have are a very particular set of skills; skills I have acquired over a very long career. Skills that make me a nightmare for people like you. If you let my daughter go now, that’ll be the end of it. I will not look for you, I will not pursue you. But if you don’t, I will look for you, I will find you, and I will kill you. Marko [bad guy]: Good luck.]. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness [literally, darkness; metaphorically, ignorance, on the devil’s side], so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all sons of light [literally, light; metaphorically, knowledge, on God’s side] and sons of the day [David Guzik: Paul simply tells Christians that they should be who they are. God has made us sons of the light and sons of the day.]. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep [a different Greek word for sleep], as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love [agape], and as a helmet the hope of salvation [Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: The helmet and breastplate defend the two vital parts, the head and the heart respectively. . . . The head needs to be kept from error, the heart from sin. Edmunds: With head and heart right, the whole man is right. Adam Clarke: We are not only called to WORK, but we are called also to fight; and that we may not be surprised, we must watch; and that we may be in a condition to defend ourselves, we must be sober; and that we may be enabled to conquer, we must be armed: and what the breastplate and helmet are to a soldier’s heart and head, such are faith, love, and hope to us. Faith enables us to endure, as seeing him who is invisible; love excites us to diligence and activity, and makes us bear our troubles and difficulties pleasantly; hope helps us to anticipate the great end, the glory that shall be revealed, and which we know we shall in due time obtain, if we faint not.]. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. [David Guzik: His death was death, so ours would only be sleep. Jim’s translation: Jesus is coming back for me and it will be good for me forever]
11 Therefore comfort [Greek, parakaleo, exhort] each other and edify [build up] one another, just as you also are doing. [Adam Clarke: Rest assured that, in all times and circumstances, it shall be well with the righteous; let every man lay this to heart; and with this consideration comfort and edify each other in all trials and difficulties.]
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Jesus is coming back
2. We will experience death (either our own deaths or the deaths of those around us)
3. Death can be a good thing (to bring the reality of our temporality to light to unbelievers)
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Be ready
2. Comfort and edify
3. Help others to be ready
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