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The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: The Apostles’ Teaching
This is our ninth five-week series in the New Testament. So far, we have looked at The Early Years of Jesus, The Teachings of Jesus, the Miracles of Jesus, The Final Days of Jesus, The Church is Born, The Travels of Paul, Letters to the Early Church, and Letters to the Early Church Leaders.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	September 9
	The Most Excellent Way
	1 Cor. 13:13
	1 Cor. 13
	Jim Fleming

	September 16
	A New Creation
	2 Cor. 5:17
	2 Cor. 4:1-6:2
	Jim Fleming

	September 23
	A Living Hope
	1 Peter 1:3
	1 Peter 1:1-2:12
	Amy Valovcin

	September 30
	Faith and Works
	James 2:17
	James 1-2
	David Barber

	October 7
	Love One Another
	1 John 4:7
	1 John 3:11-4:21
	Jim Fleming



The Apostles’ Teaching: The Most Excellent Way
Preview: The Christian Ideal
The passages that we will study in this five-week series are some of the most famous in all of the New Testament. Today’s text, in particular, was probably read at more than half of our weddings. John William McGarvey said: It has been admired by all ages, but, unfortunately, practiced by none!
1 Corinthians 13 is simple, straightforward, beautiful, and impossible—for everyone but Jesus. First, we will look at the text, then we will look at how Jesus fleshed it out and how that changed everything.
Key thought: Jesus’ life shows us the most excellent way: love
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Corinthians 13 (Author = Paul)
The Greatest Gift
1 Though I speak with the tongues [languages] of men and of angels, but have not love [agape], I have become sounding [roaring] brass or a clanging [repeated often, wailing, lamenting ringing, clanging] cymbal [Josiah Gregory: People of little religion are always noisy; he who has not the love of God and man filling his heart is like an empty wagon coming violently down a hill: it makes a great noise, because there is nothing in it.; Coffman: The cacophonous pretense of heathen worship included the clashing and banging of gongs and cymbals and the braying of brass trumpets. Barclay identified such noises as characteristic “especially of the worship of Dionysus and Cybele.”]. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries [mysteries, secrets] and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love [agape; Guzik: According to Alan Redpath, we get our English word agony from agape. “It means the actual absorption of our being in one great passion.” (Redpath) Strictly speaking, agape can’t be defined as “God’s love,” because men are said to agape sin and the world (John 3:19, 1 John 2:15). But it can be defined as a sacrificial, giving, absorbing, love. The word has little to do with emotion; it has much to do with self-denial for the sake of another.], I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow [give] all my goods [possessions, goods, wealth, property] to feed the poor [the word used describes giving slowly to impact as many lives as possible], and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love [agape], it profits [assists, is useful to, is advantageous to] me nothing. [Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: Without “love” prophecy, knowledge, and faith, are not what they seem; Examples: plastic fruit, chocolate Easter bunnies]
4 [Two things love is like] Love [agape] suffers long [to be of a long spirit, not to lose heart, to persevere patiently and bravely in enduring misfortunes and troubles, to be patient in bearing the offenses and injuries of others, to be mild and slow in avenging, to be longsuffering, slow to anger, slow to punish] and is kind [mild, kind; like mild salsa—virtually anyone can tolerate it] [Guzik: Paul is not writing about how love feels, he is writing about how it can be seen in action. True love is always demonstrated by action.]; [Eight things that love is not like] love [agape] does not envy [to burn with zeal, to be heated or to boil with envy, hatred, anger]; love [agape] does not parade itself [to boast one’s self, a self display, employing rhetorical embellishments in extolling one’s self excessively], is not puffed up [proud, puffed up, inflated]; 5 does not behave rudely [to act unbecomingly], does not seek [require, demand, crave] its own [itself], is not provoked [made sharp, sharpened, stimulated, spurred on, urged, irritated, provoked, aroused to anger, scorned, despised, exasperated, burned with anger], thinks [reckons—this word deals with facts, not suppositions] no evil [i.e., it is not dwelling on past wrongs]; 6 does not rejoice [chairo, rejoices, be glad, rejoice exceedingly, thrive] in iniquity [injustice, unrighteousness, deeds violating law and justice, act of unrighteousness], but rejoices [to rejoice with, take part in another’s joy, to rejoice together, to congratulate] in the truth; 7 [Four things love is like] bears all things [decks, thatches, covers, protects or keeps by covering, preserves, covers over with silence, keeps secret, hides, conceals (the errors and faults of others), by covering to keep off something which threatens, bears up against, holds out against, and so endures; Spurgeon: Love stands in the presence of a fault, with a finger on her lip; Spurgeon: I would, my brothers and sisters, that we could all imitate the pearl oyster. A hurtful particle intrudes itself into its shell, and this vexes and grieves it. It cannot eject the evil, and what does it do but cover it with a precious substance extracted out of its own life, by which it turns the intruder into a pearl. Oh, that we could do so with the provocations we receive from our fellow Christians, so that pearls of patience, gentleness, long-suffering, and forgiveness might be bred within us by that which has harmed us.], believes all things [i.e., assumes innocence], hopes all things, endures [remains, tarries behind, does not recede or flee, preserves under misfortunes and trials, endures, bears bravely and calmly] all things [Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: Without speaking of what it has to bear. . . It endures without divulging to the world personal distress. Literally said of holding fast like a watertight vessel; so the charitable man contains himself in silence from giving vent to what selfishness would prompt under personal hardship.]. [John Darby: Circumstances are but an occasion for [love] to act and shew itself]
8 Love [agape] never fails [falls down, falls off, loses, perishes; Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: Love survives everything]. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail [katargeo, to render idle, unemployed, inactivate, inoperative, to cause a person or thing to have no further efficiency, to deprive of force, influence, power, to cause to cease, put an end to, do away with, annul, abolish, to cease, to pass away, be done away, to be severed from, separated from, discharged from, loosed from any one, to terminate all intercourse with one]; whether there are tongues [languages], they will cease [pauo, to make to cease or desist, to restrain a thing or person from something, to cease, to leave off, have got release from sin, no longer stirred by its incitements and seductions]; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away [katargeo, to render idle, unemployed, inactivate, inoperative, to cause a person or thing to have no further efficiency, to deprive of force, influence, power, to cause to cease, put an end to, do away with, annul, abolish, to cease, to pass away, be done away, to be severed from, separated from, discharged from, loosed from any one, to terminate all intercourse with one]. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect [complete] has come, then that which is in part will be done away [katargeo, to render idle, unemployed, inactivate, inoperative, to cause a person or thing to have no further efficiency, to deprive of force, influence, power, to cause to cease, put an end to, do away with, annul, abolish, to cease, to pass away, be done away, to be severed from, separated from, discharged from, loosed from any one, to terminate all intercourse with one].
11 When I was a child [infant, little child, minor], I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things [Guys: What childish things do we need to put away?]. 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly [obscurely; Coffman: Ancient mirrors were of polished metal, easily tarnished, and any image was only dimly seen; John Wesley: Even when God himself reveals things to me, great part of them is still kept under the veil], but then face to face [with God]. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known [i.e., I will understand as He understands me].
13 And now abide faith, hope, love [agape], these three; but the greatest [greater, larger, elder, stronger] of these is love [agape].
Excerpts and Adaptations from Rob Bell’s sermon, Love Wins
Jesus fleshed out 1 Corinthians 13. He had choices. He was wronged, betrayed, deserted, gossiped about, mocked, and all sorts of things happened to Him. He had choices about how He would respond—whether or not He would respond with evil, spit back, throw a fist back, or pick up a club and fight back.
In every passage, Jesus responds with love. Sometimes it is tough love, but He never once returns the evil done to Him. You never hear Him say, “Just give Me time and I will get even.” He responds with love every time.
In addition, a few days after the cross, He rises from the dead. Hebrews 13:5 says, For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Jesus says this in John 16:33: These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.
Jesus is saying, ‘I won.’ No one had ever lived the perfect life and no one had ever been able to restrain and hold back from doing at least one act of evil, but Jesus loved the whole way through life—He did it.
Everything since the cross functions differently. When somebody says, “So-and-so got me. I will wait, and I will get revenge. I will get even with them.” They are demonstrating that they are living according to the way things worked pre-cross. Things work a different way now because Jesus won.
The New Testament authors understood this. Romans 12:21 says, Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Paul understood that every day we face these endless choices of how we are going to respond to the world. Will I respond to the world with more evil or with good?
If you view things the old way, the evil-against-evil way, the pre-cross way, then you will continue to get revenge. I will pull ahead of them, then I will pull into their lane and then I will slow down. Yeah, that will show them—they will just pull over by the side of the road and weep in repentance!
If our spouse brings up something from the past and hurts us and we think, “What could I bring up to get them back? I can do that.” If I view things the old way, then I have to outdo you. I have to hurt you a little more than you hurt me. However, if I live the new way—the post-cross way, then I love like Jesus.
Look at Colossians 2:15: And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. Now think about whom was the public spectacle on the cross. Jesus, right? Jesus was left naked in public to die. Romans 1, Jesus 0 (appearing to be a public victory for the Romans). However, if you can kill somebody and that person still lives, then who wins?
You killed me but I am cooking fish a few days later. The public spectacle says, “You can do anything to this Jesus and He still overcomes it.” If you can do the worst public thing to someone and they still live, then it goes from a public defeat to a public victory—Jesus triumphed and won.
Let us put it this way, the powers that put Jesus on the cross, that mock Him, divide up His clothing, spit on Him, slap Him, beat Him on the head with a stick, pierce His sides with spikes—those powers at that moment appear like they are winning. However, in the end they lose because He rises from the dead.
Therefore, the powers that appear that they are winning, lose. In addition, the person who appears naked and bloody, as if He is losing, actually wins.
If this is the case, then the cross is God’s way of saying, “Love wins.” The cross is God’s way of saying, “Listen, listen, listen, I know what they did to you, but love wins. I know what they’re saying about you and you have these choices, but whatever it is, love wins.”
It does not mean that we condone, it does not mean that we brush over sin—it means that love wins.
Therefore, when you are in traffic, love wins. Love wins—not the double-gun salute. Love wins. No matter what is done to us, love can win. Love wins at the next family reunion. Love wins tomorrow with the person four cubicles over who is a contestant for Most Annoying Employee in the World. Love wins. Love wins and we have choices about how we are going to respond because love is a choice.
Now, let us connect 1 Corinthians 13:8a: Love never fails. Love is incapable of failing (it cannot fail).
I know what you are thinking, “You do not understand my brother-in-law.” Yeah, I do. Love still wins. “But you do not understand my spouse.” Yeah, I do. Love still wins. “But you do not understand my neighbor. My neighbor’s of a different orientation.” Love still wins. “But you do not understand my sixteen year old kid.” OK, I do not. You are right. I do not. However, love still wins.
Now, I do not know about you, but I need many reminders of this. I need this at home, at work, and on the bumper of the car ahead of me. I need it on the forehead of every person I meet. This would help me; because I need to be regularly reminded—otherwise I fall into patterns that are not love winning.
You are gonna get slapped, and you are gonna get beaten, and you are gonna get mocked, and you are gonna get spit on, and you are gonna be betrayed, and you are gonna have friends who put the knife in your back, and you are gonna get criticized, and you are gonna have people who keep falling asleep on you—people you really love are not gonna be there for you at key times and it is in those moments when you need to be reminded that love wins. I say we need to speak this to each other—we need to speak it a lot. We need to call our friends and just say, “Hey, love wins.” Email a friend and say, “Love wins.”
The cross is God’s way of saying to us, in all of our brokenness, in all of our tendencies to respond in all of these different ways, “Jesus went through everything and more, and responded in love—it has been done. Somebody did it, He actually responded in love the whole way through. And He did it and I have sent the Spirit to live inside of you and you can do it too.”
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Love wins
2. Jesus is the love in 1 Corinthians 13
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Live like love wins
2. Tell people about Jesus’ love
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The Apostles’ Teaching: A New Creation
Preview: Changes
Last week we looked at one of the central tenets of New Testament theology: that Jesus’ resurrection changes everything because love won on the cross and over death. This week, we look at how that resurrection changes us, how God wants to reconcile us to Himself, and how He wants us to live out that resurrection. The victory and the change did not stop at Jesus’ resurrection—we participate in that too.
Key thought: Erwin McManus: You cannot meet the Creator of the universe and remain the same
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 2 Corinthians 4:1-6:2 (Author = Paul)
2 Corinthians 4
The Light of Christ’s Gospel
1 Therefore [1 Corinthians 3 talked about how the veil that separated the Old Testament saints from God was removed with Jesus and now we have better access to God], since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart [to be utterly spiritless, to be wearied out, exhausted; True Grit: Mattie: “We must stop. Little Blackie is played out.” Horrible noises are indeed coming from the horse, but Rooster is grim. Rooster Cogburn: “We have miles yet.”]. 2 But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully [with intention to ensnare or corrupt], but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God [preach and teach it straight]. 3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants [slaves] for Jesus’ sake [Jesus was the hero of their message]. 6 For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ [i.e., God is still in the lighting business—He came up with the entire concept and knew 4,000 years before Paul wrote this that the creation of light would serve as a perfect example of the Holy Spirit’s working in the lives of believers. Never think that God is playing checkers—His planning makes chess grandmasters look like children.].
Cast Down but Unconquered
7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence [Greek, huperbole; a throwing beyond, superiority, excellence, pre-eminence, beyond measure, exceedingly, preeminently, beyond all measure] of the power may be of God and not of us [we are limited to show His limitlessness—we are the earthly example of His heavenly excellence]. 8 We are hard-pressed [used for grapes] on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair [utterly at loss, utterly destitute of measures or resources, renouncing all hope]; 9 persecuted [put to flight, followed], but not forsaken [totally abandoned, utterly forsaken]; struck down, but not destroyed— 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body [the resurrection of Jesus allows our center to be strong and allows us to withstand tremendous external pressure without being crushed—the only way an object withstands external pressure is if the inside is stronger than the outside]. 11 For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh [we are limited to show His limitlessness—we are the earthly example of His life]. 12 So then death is working in us, but life in you.
13 And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and therefore I spoke,” we also believe and therefore speak, 14 knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you [we will receive what Jesus received—resurrection]. 15 For all things are for your sakes [a condensed Romans 8:28], that grace, having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.
Seeing the Invisible
16 Therefore [because of the resurrection of Jesus and our future resurrection] we do not lose heart [same word used in 1 Corinthians 4:1: to be utterly spiritless, to be wearied out, exhausted]. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day [because the center is strong we can be renewed]. 17 For our light affliction [in context: these Christians were being hunted down and killed—something we can hardly relate to], which is but for a moment [because our lives are described as a vapor], is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
2 Corinthians 5
Assurance of the Resurrection
1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens [Paul uses the house/tent as a metaphor for eternal life. Theological accuracy does not require undue complexity.]. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven [i.e., we want eternal life now], 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee [the Holy Spirit is the down payment God has paid—securing our delivery].
6 So we are always confident [courageous, confident, bold], knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight [If we allow ourselves to be distracted by all of the things that are here, we will not be focused on the things that are there. Example: mowing in a straight line.]. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.
The Judgment Seat of Christ
9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 11 Knowing, therefore, the terror [fear, terror, the Greek is phobos] of the Lord, we persuade men [a fear of God that judgment for all men is coming one day]; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.
Be Reconciled to God
12 For we do not commend ourselves again to you, but give you opportunity to boast on our behalf, that you may have an answer for those who boast in appearance [what they see] and not in heart [what they cannot see]. 13 For if we are beside ourselves [literally, thrown out of position or displaced; metaphorically, crazy], it is for God; or if we are of sound mind [sane], it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ compels [to hold together with constraint—example: cattle] us, because we judge thus: that if One [Jesus] died for all, then all died; 15 and He [Jesus] died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again [Jesus’ death requires our lives to have a different purpose. John Calvin: He died for us that we might die to ourselves.].
16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ [anyone can be a Christian—we must stop looking at people as, ‘good potential converts,’ and start seeing everyone as, ‘good potential converts,’—for goodness’ sake, the man writing this text was a murderer!], he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled [Greek, katallasso; to change, exchange, as coins for others of equivalent value] us to Himself through Jesus Christ [In any reconciliation, the goal is that all parties agree or match on what the truth is. In the reconciliation of man to God, God is truth and man must match or agree on that truth. David Guzik: We are the party in the wrong. Jesus Christ’s perfect life, death, burial, and resurrection is the vehicle by which that reconciliation occurs.], and has given us the ministry of reconciliation [The word used is the same word used for the moneychangers that Jesus threw out of the temple. How glorious a God that allows us to participate in His ministries with Him. God is not the boss who gives you a job to do and gives you no authority to do it—God empowers us to reconcile in the world—because that is what He does. Reconciliation is taking everything bad that we have ever done and exchanging it for the hyperbolic wonderfulness of Jesus Christ.], 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing [counting] their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word [speech] of reconciliation.
20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ [and as we saw last week in Lybia—being an ambassador is not always safe], as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God [this clearly implies to me that we have a role to play in our reconciliation to God—it is not a 100% act of God—there is work for us to do in this space]. 21 For He [God the Father] made Him [God the Son—Jesus Christ] who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him [Through Jesus’ work, we are the righteousness of God—that is a miracle. Kruse: We obviously stand at the brink of a great mystery and our understanding of it can only be minimal. Poole: As Christ was not made sin by any sin inherent in him, so neither are we made righteous by any righteousness inherent in us, but by the righteousness of Christ imputed to us.].
2 Corinthians 6
Marks of the Ministry
1 We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain [in an empty way that devalues or lowers its meaning]. 2 For He says:
“In an acceptable time I have heard you,
And in the day of salvation I have helped you.”
Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.
Excerpts and Adaptations from Erwin McManus’ book, The Barbarian Way
Jesus Christ wants to take us to places where only dead men and women can go.
John the Baptist did not fit into the organized religion of his time because God did not fit either
What do you fear when you have already died and have walked away?
Challenge: You cannot meet the Creator of the universe and remain the same
Apply (What is the point?)
1. The resurrection changed everything
2. God desires reconciliation
3. Meeting God changes everything
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Live out the resurrection in your flesh every day—be an example of it
2. Reconcile
3. Regularly examine whether or not you have evidence of change
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The Apostles’ Teaching: A Living Hope
Key thought: Jesus is the living Hope that conquers all
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Peter 1:1-2:12 (Author = Peter)
1 Peter 1
Greeting to the Elect Pilgrims
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace be multiplied.
Peter is writing to early Christians. However, it is because of their faith that Peter is reaching out, “Grace to you and peace be multiplied.” God’s grace is freely given to us. It is unearned and undeserved. God’s grace covers us all, and Peter uses this in his greeting to remind the church that God’s grace and peace are with them always.
A Heavenly Inheritance
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
Peter mentions an inheritance—one that is, “incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away.” Our inheritance as Christians is different than most. It will never get old, never wear out, and nothing can destroy it. Our inheritance will never spoil, never go bad; not even sin affects it. It will never lose its worth. It is perfect, picked out and made just for us by our Creator and stored for us in heaven. What did we do to earn it? Nothing.  What can we do to lose it? Nothing.  It is ours as true believers in our Savior.
Such powerful words. The power that Peter wants to equip the readers of this letter (both then and now) is the power of a living hope. If we are going to love as Jesus loved, we need this hope shining through our lives, even in the tough and trying times. In trails, is our hope in Jesus or do we rely on man?
Hope—we can hope for so many things. However, this hope is very different from our normal use of the word. This is how Webster’s Dictionary defines hope: (verb) to cherish a desire with anticipation. This is how I define Hope: Jesus.
Peter talks about a living hope. With the opposite being of course a dead hope. James 2:26b says, “Faith without works is dead.” Faith without works is a faith that is unproductive and fruitless. A living hope in our lives should produce results. There should be evidence that we have a living hope.
“My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness. I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus name.” Edward More (1934)
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.
Amy’s story
10 Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, 11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 12 To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire to look into.
The people that Peter is writing to never saw Christ and never witnessed with their eyes the miracles that He performed—yet they loved Him. They rejoice, with what Peter says is, “joy inexpressible and full of glory.” Peter also mentions the angels, they are eager to see Jesus’ plan revealed. Not even they know the things that God has planned and they desire to watch us rejoice and glorify God.
Living Before God Our Father
13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”
In these times, both men and women wore long, dress-like garments. To gird up the loins meant being able to move quickly, so they would tuck the ends of their garment into their belts. This would free up their legs and feet from tripping over the ends of what they were wearing. Here, Peter is saying to free your mind of anything that could trip you up. Let go of the doubt and cling to your hope in Christ. John Piper once preached, “When Jesus comes back, He is bringing grace to the people of God. Grace is on the way. Hope in it. Hope in it fully! Hope fully in God's grace.”
This is the message that Peter is trying to convey to the early Christians: trails will come, persecution will happen, darkness will fall, but Jesus Christ conquers all. Therefore, the command here, to hope fully, is be fully confident that Jesus Christ is coming again.
Children are perfect imitators. The problem is that they usually imitate the things that we would rather them forget. “Be holy, for I am holy,” applies to all aspects of our lives, not just the ones that fit our time frame or schedule.
Rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you. To me, this means putting all our hope in Him who gives us grace. I do, however, struggle with part of this verse. Perhaps, it is why I am drawn to it. Rest fully, rest! Not stand anxiously, wait impatiently, act nervously, but rest! Rest in Jesus! Rest in his hope. How amazing is our God that He wants us to find our hope in Him, and then rest.
I struggle with resting. Resting in our Hope, implies that I must be still. Admittedly, I am a planner, a list maker. However, God is calling me to find my rest in Him. Find my Hope in Him. Peter puts it very bluntly in these verses.  Although things are tough, we still are commanded to love with the Love of Christ.
17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
The Lord will judge us all the same—no one gets special treatment. He will look at our hearts. There is one thing that separates us from the rest of the world: our faith. Peter is saying that earthly things with fade away. We are not saved by things that fade. Everything we have, no matter how special it is to us now, it will fade. We were saved by the blood of Jesus, the perfect spotless lamb. Jesus died to save us from our sins, so our lives need to reflect Jesus.
The Enduring Word
22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, [The price that was paid for our sin was high. Jesus paid it with His life, He was perfect, and He died to save us. Peter’s repetitiveness for Godly living is understandable. If Jesus died to save us, we should live our lives in gratitude for Him. The amazing thing about our Savior is that He knew were sinners, He knew we were not perfect but He died for us anyway. As Christians, we must live out truth every day.  We are to love one another with a pure heart. David Guzik said, “Holy living is incomplete if it isn’t accompanied by love.” Live a holy life, live a life of love, live a life that is worthy of the one that died to save you. Everything from this world will fade away. The word of the Lord will last forever.] 24 because
“All flesh is as grass,
And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass.
The grass withers,
And its flower falls away,
25 But the word of the LORD endures forever.”
Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.
1 Peter 2
2 Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
Just as a baby craves milk, we should crave the word of God. We, as Christians should desire to know more about God. “Tasted that the Lord is gracious.” Tasted means you have tried it before. We should spend so much time in the word that we crave it. The word of the Lord helps us grow, we as Christians need to spend time in the word to help us grow in our walk with the Lord. We need to lay down all things that would separate us or keep us from growing in the Lord. We need to live a life that is worthy of the one that died for us.
The Chosen Stone and His Chosen People
4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture,
“Behold, I lay in Zion
A chief cornerstone, elect, precious,
And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.”
7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient,
“The stone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief cornerstone,”
8 and
“A stone of stumbling
And a rock of offense.”
We are living stones being shaped and formed into a place for Lord to dwell. There is no doubt who the chief corner stone is: Jesus. He was rejected by men, but is used as our foundation.
They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed.
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.
Living Before the World
11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.
Peter calls us some amazing things in these verses. God has called us to be His people. We are special because we belong to God. We are His and He uses us for His glory. He called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.
“They will know we’re Christians by our love.” That is what Peter is telling us. We are to conduct ourselves with honor, even when others speak evil against us. The Father knows that we cannot do anything on our own. He calls us to trust Him, and lean on Him for the ability to love as Jesus loved and live as Jesus lived. He can help us do things we never thought possible.  
Peter is telling us to do the following: Hope fully in Jesus. Rest in that He loves us all. Love others with the Love of Christ. As humans, we all desire hope, love, and rest. We can find all three in our savior. How wonderful is that?
Challenge: Are you willing to step out and be an example for the Lord? (There may be several things that stand in our way but we must be the example. We must put our faith solely in Him)
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Jesus = Hope (Without Him we having nothing) Hope in everything but Jesus will fail. Placing our hope fully in the hands of our Savior will lead us through the trails.
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Admit your struggles (this is hard to do—sometimes it takes a Sunday school lesson staring you in the face to admit your struggles)
2. Build your hope on Jesus (because everything else will fade). To quote more of the song I stated earlier, “On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand.” Hope built on Jesus is firm and will stand strong. Jesus is strong even when were not.
3. Find your rest in Him (because in Him we find peace and comfort—what a perfect place to find rest)
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The Apostles’ Teaching: Faith and Works
Preview: Trials, Temptations, and Applying the Word
Key thought: Trials are God’s developing solution for working out our salvation
Overview of James (The Proverbs of the New Testament)
Author
· In James 1:1, he identifies himself as James
· There are four James’ named in Scripture
· Probably the brother of Jesus and leader of the Jerusalem council (Acts 15)
· Could not have been the apostle James, who died too early (AD 44)
· The other two men named James had neither the stature nor the influence
Who was James?
· He was one of the select individuals Christ appeared to after his resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:7)
· Paul called him a “pillar” of the church (Galatians 2:9)
· Paul saw James, on his first post-conversion visit to Jerusalem (Galatians 1:19)
· Paul saw him again on his last visit (Acts 21:18)
· When Peter was rescued from prison, he told his friends to tell James (Acts 12:17)
· A leader in the council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:13)
· Jude identified himself simply as “a brother of James” (Jude 1:1)
· No one was more qualified to talk to the Jews than James
· He was martyred c. AD 62
Audience
· Jewish
· The recipients are identified explicitly Jewish in James 1:1: “the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad”
· A Jewish audience would be more in keeping with the obviously Jewish nature of the letter (e.g., the use of the Hebrew title for God, kyrios sabaoth, “Lord Almighty,” in James 5:4)
· Christians (James 2:1; 5:7-8)
· Scattered. I believe that these were believers from the early Jerusalem church who, after Stephen’s death, were scattered as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Syrian Antioch (see Acts 8:1; 11:19 and notes). This would account for James’ references to trials and oppression, his intimate knowledge of the readers and the authoritative nature of the letter. As leader of the Jerusalem church, James wrote as pastor to instruct and encourage his dispersed people in the face of their difficulties.
About the Book of James
· Jewish nature
· Emphasis on vital Christianity, characterized by good deeds and a faith that works
· Simple organization
· Familiarity with Jesus’ teachings preserved in the Sermon on the Mount
	James 
	Matthew 

	2:5 
	5:3 

	3:10-12 
	7:15-20 

	3:18 
	5:9 

	5:2-3 
	6:19-20 

	5:12 
	5:33-37 


· Similarity: OT wisdom writings (Proverbs)
· Its excellent Greek 
Framework of James
The book of James outlines the faith walk: 
· James 1:1-27	Genuine religion 
· James 2:1-3:12	Genuine faith
· James 3:13-5:20	Genuine wisdom
Outline of James 1-2
· James 1:1		Introduction 
· James 1:2-18	Trials and Temptations
· James 1:19-27	Listening and Doing
· James 2:1-13	Favoritism Forbidden
· James 2:14-26 	Faith and Deeds

Read & Explain (What does it mean?): James 1-2 (Author = James)
James 1
Greeting to the Twelve Tribes
1 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad:
Greetings.
Profiting from Trials
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him [this is wisdom about the trials]. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
The Perspective of Rich and Poor
9 Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, 10 but the rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away. 11 For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man also will fade away in his pursuits.
Loving God Under Trials
12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.
Qualities Needed in Trials
19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.
Doers—Not Hearers Only
21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.
26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless. 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world [do for others that cannot and keep yourself clean].
James 2
Examples of James 1
Beware of Personal Favoritism
1 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality. 2 For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 3 and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here in a good place,” and say to the poor man, “You stand there,” or, “Sit here at my footstool,” 4 have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?
5 Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts? 7 Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called?
8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you do well; 9 but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all. 11 For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
1. Favoritism: REAL DEAL
· Looking beyond the person
· Do not judge, show mercy instead
Faith Without Works Is Dead
14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.
25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way?
26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
2. Works of Faith: 2:14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 
· Abraham: Connection with audience
· Rahab: A harlot has it and you do not?
Homework:
Think through your trials in life
· It is what God has used; who you are
· They were not mistakes; purposeful
Apply my trials
· In light of my trials, whom can I help?
· Am I thinking too much about it?
· Am I doing too much for me?
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Stay focused
2. Trials are God’s developing solution
3. Work out your salvation
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Ask: What is my real deal?
2. Ask: Who can I help?
3. Just do it!
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The Apostles’ Teaching: Love One Another
Review
This is the last Sunday school lesson in the epistles for the Essential 100 series. We started this five-week series on the Apostles’ teaching talking about love in 1 Corinthians 13 and we end it talking about love in 1 John 3-4. We are commanded to, ‘love one another,’ 13 times in Scripture—by Jesus, Paul, Peter, and lastly by John.
Preview: A life bookended by love
1 John was written by John the disciple (one of the 12 apostles). One of the themes of the Gospel of John is that Jesus loved John. John referred to himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved and that same theme shows up in this letter that he writes toward the end of his life. Love bookends John’s life—and that grows and matures over time.
John writes this letter, most likely from Ephesus, around the time that he wrote Revelation (which we will finish our Essential 100 study with a few weeks from now). John is an extremely old man (perhaps even 80 years old—and in an age when the average age was 25-30, that was old) and speaks to his audience as, “little children” (1 John 2:1).
Key thought: The Christian life is about knowing, experiencing, sharing, and showing love
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 John 3:11-4:21 (Author = John)
1 John 3
The Imperative of Love
11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another [here is the command to love], 12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother [the contrast—much like 1 Corinthians 13, love is sometimes best defined by what it is not]. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother’s righteous.
13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren [the proof of our conversion is our love for other believers]. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him [we do not get to hate—it is simply not allowed].
The Outworking of Love
16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? [Example: when we give our lives to Christ, He wants all of us. He wants our hands open to be freely giving. He wants our pocketbooks and our wallets to use for His purposes. He wants our eyes open to see the need all around us. Lastly, he wants us to follow through and actually do the work. Thinking and wishing are not the same as doing.]
18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth [Test #1: Am I working? Have you heard the phrase, “It is the thought that counts”? The thought does count, but the action shows. If I only ever tell my wife that I love her and never show her, she will not believe me and I will be proving myself a liar, a fake, and a hypocrite. Example of hypocrites: chocolate bunnies at Easter (has the form and appearance, but empty inside) that are a great disappointment when we find out what is really on the inside. John is not condemning encouragement, but he is clearly stating that talking the talk is not enough—walking the walk is required. Guzik quoting Stott quoting Lewis: It is easier to be enthusiastic about Humanity with a capital ‘H’ than it is to love individual men and women, especially those who are uninteresting, exasperating, depraved, or otherwise unattractive. Loving everybody in general may be an excuse for loving nobody in particular. Love not only sees the need and speaks out towards the need, love acts out towards the need. Love works.]. 19 And by this [by our loving actions] we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure [persuade, assure, have confidence in] our hearts before Him [Test #2: Am I confident? One of the proofs of our salvation and relationship with God is that we do the work. When we do the work, the work helps to persuade/assure our hearts that we are in Him.]. 20 For if our heart condemns [finds fault within, accuses, condemns, blames] us [when we know our words do not match our works], God is greater [greater, larger, elder, stronger] than our heart, and knows all things. [There are two ways to understand this verse: Plummer: This is an awful thought for the impenitent, a blessed and encouraging thought for the penitent. It reminds me of Titus 1:15: To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled. If you are right with God, this verse is encouraging—if you are not right with God, this verse is scary. Have you ever tried to pray knowing that you had unconfessed sin in your life when you knew that your prayer was not being heard? It is hard to have confidence in God if we are hiding sin. Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: God’s omniscience is linked with his love and sympathy. God knows every secret in our hearts. We can hide nothing from Him. In addition, we can rest in the knowledge that He is always good in all that He does at all times in all places. Love gives us an opportunity to determine if our hearts condemn us. If we see no evidence of working love, we should have pause for concern. Love checks.] 21 Beloved [agapetos—the adjective form of agape], if our heart does not condemn [finds fault within, accuses, condemns, blames] us, we have confidence [freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech, openness, frankness, no concealment, confidence, cheerful courage, boldness, assurance] toward God. [Guzik: Condemnation can well up inside us that has nothing to do with our standing before God. It may be the work of the enemy of our souls (who, according to Revelation 12:10 accuses the brethren), or the work of an over-active conscience. At those times, we trust in what God’s Word says about our standing, not how we feel about it. It is a comforting thing to know that God’s Word is rock-solid even when our hearts falter. We will all have moments of doubt and lack of faith—but God’s Word is true and sure and can always be trusted. Again, love gives us an opportunity to determine if our hearts condemn us. There will be times when we are in God’s will and doing God’s work when we doubt—it is then that we lean on His Word and take the confidence from it instead of from ourselves. Love checks.] 22 And whatever we ask [to ask, beg, call for, crave, desire, require] we receive [lay hold of, receive, catch] from Him, because we keep [attend to carefully, take care of, guard, observe] His commandments and do [do, make, produce, author, act well, carry out, execute, celebrate] those things that are pleasing [agreeable] in His sight [presence] [Test #3: Am I receiving? When we are right before God and are doing His work His way with a clear conscience, this verse applies. It does not apply in a vacuum—it only applies when the conditions above are met (doing the work God’s way and having confidence in God). Guzik: It is sobering to look at our lives and see how much we do to please ourselves and how much we do to please the Lord. We shouldn’t think that the two are opposites; God is glorified when we enjoy His goodness and His good things. Yet, the godly life will have special focus on just pleasing God, even if it doesn’t particularly please us at the moment. When was the last time we prayed for something that would please God? When was the last time we came before God in total confidence? If you look around in your life and see no evidence of answered prayer, it may be because those conditions for answered prayer are not being met—doing God’s work God’s way and having confidence in God. Love collects.]. 23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment.
The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error
24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.
1 John 4
1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God [If you ever think you are around a demonic spirit, ask it if Jesus Christ is God. If the answer is yes, relax. If the answer is no, get out of there.]. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.
4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
Knowing God Through Love
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God [God started this thing called love, has demonstrated it perfectly for over 6,000 years and begs and commands us to join it it with Him]; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation [appeasement of anger—the thing that makes your spouse happy when he/she is mad at you is the thing that Jesus did for us before God] for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. [Do you see a theme here?]
Seeing God Through Love
12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.
The Consummation of Love
17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved us.
Obedience by Faith
20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.
Challenge: Love
Apply (What is the point?)
1. God is in the assurance business—He wants to give assurance
2. God knows our hearts
3. God’s love will overwhelm us at the beginning and at the end of our lives
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Know where you stand before God (use your conscience and use your Bible)
2. Rest in the fact that He is good (and then get to work loving people)
3. Know, experience, share, and show God’s love
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