SHBC Sunday school	The Apostles’ Teaching: Love One Another	October 7, 2012
The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: The Apostles’ Teaching
This is our ninth five-week series in the New Testament. So far, we have looked at The Early Years of Jesus, The Teachings of Jesus, the Miracles of Jesus, The Final Days of Jesus, The Church is Born, The Travels of Paul, Letters to the Early Church, and Letters to the Early Church Leaders.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	September 9
	The Most Excellent Way
	1 Cor. 13:13
	1 Cor. 13
	Jim Fleming

	September 16
	A New Creation
	2 Cor. 5:17
	2 Cor. 4:1-6:2
	Jim Fleming

	September 23
	A Living Hope
	1 Peter 1:3
	1 Peter 1:1-2:12
	Amy Valovcin

	September 30
	Faith and Works
	James 2:17
	James 1-2
	David Barber

	October 7
	Love One Another
	1 John 4:7
	1 John 3:11-4:21
	Jim Fleming



The Apostles’ Teaching: The Most Excellent Way
Preview: The Christian Ideal
Key thought: Jesus’ life shows us the most excellent way: ________
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Corinthians 13 (Author = Paul)
The Greatest Gift
1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love [__________], I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.
4 Love suffers long and is kind [Guzik: Paul is not writing about how love feels, he is writing about how it can be seen in action. True love is always demonstrated by ____________.]; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil [i.e., it is not dwelling on past ____________]; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things [__________; Spurgeon: Love stands in the presence of a fault, with a finger on her ______], believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8 Love never fails [Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures: Love survives ____________________]. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.
11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly [Coffman: Ancient mirrors were of polished __________], but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.
13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Excerpts and Adaptations from Rob Bell’s sermon, Love Wins
In every passage, Jesus responds with ________.
John 16:33: Jesus is saying, ‘I ______.’
Will I respond to the world with more ________ or with ________?
If you can kill somebody and that person still lives, then who ________?
The cross is God’s way of saying, “Love ________.” 

Apply (What is the point?)
1. Love wins
2. Jesus is the love in 1 Corinthians 13

Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Live like love wins
2. Tell people about Jesus’ love
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The Apostles’ Teaching: A New Creation
Preview: Changes
Last week we looked at one of the central tenets of New Testament theology: that Jesus’ resurrection changes everything because love won on the cross and over death. This week, we look at how that resurrection changes us, how God wants to reconcile us to Himself, and how He wants us to live out that resurrection. The victory and the change did not stop at Jesus’ resurrection—we participate in that too.
Key thought: Erwin McManus: You cannot meet the Creator of the universe and remain the ________
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 2 Corinthians 4:1-6:2 (Author = Paul)
2 Corinthians 4
The Light of Christ’s Gospel (1-6)
1 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart [to be utterly spiritless, to be wearied out, exhausted].
5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake [Jesus was the ________ of their message]. 6 For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ [God is still in the ________________ business].
Cast Down but Unconquered (7-15)
7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence [Greek, huperbole; beyond all ______________] of the power may be of God and not of us.
11 For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh [we are ______________ to show His limitlessness].
Seeing the Invisible (16-18)

2 Corinthians 5
Assurance of the Resurrection (1-8)
5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee [the Holy Spirit is the ________ payment God has paid—securing our delivery].
7 For we walk by faith, not by sight [Example: mowing in a straight line.].
The Judgment Seat of Christ (9-11)

Be Reconciled to God (12-21)
13 For if we are beside ourselves [literally, thrown out of ________________ or displaced; metaphorically, crazy], it is for God; or if we are of sound mind [sane], it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ compels [to hold together with constraint—example: ____________] us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died;
18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled [Greek, katallasso; to change, exchange, as coins for others of equivalent value] us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation [God ________________ us to reconcile in the world], 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing [counting] their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word [speech] of reconciliation.
Poole: As Christ was not made sin by any sin inherent in him, so neither are we made righteous by any righteousness inherent in us, but by the righteousness of Christ imputed to us.
2 Corinthians 6
Marks of the Ministry (1-2)

Excerpts and Adaptations from Erwin McManus’ book, The Barbarian Way
Jesus Christ wants to take us to places where only dead men and women can go.
John the Baptist did not fit into the organized religion of his time because ______ did not fit either
What do you fear when you have already died and have ____________ away?
Challenge: You cannot meet the Creator of the universe and remain the ________

Apply (What is the point?)
1. The resurrection changed ____________________
2. God desires reconciliation
3. Meeting God changes everything

Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Live out the resurrection in your flesh every day—be an example of it
2. Reconcile
3. Regularly examine whether or not you have evidence of ____________
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The Apostles’ Teaching: A Living Hope
Key thought: Jesus is the living Hope that conquers all
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Peter 1:1-2:12 (Author = Peter)
1 Peter 1
Greeting to the Elect Pilgrims (1-2)
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace be multiplied.
God’s grace is ____________ __________ to us
A Heavenly Inheritance (3-12)
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
Our inheritance will never spoil, never go bad; not even ______ affects it. It will never lose its worth.
This is how Webster’s Dictionary defines hope: (verb) to cherish a desire with _____________________.
Peter talks about a living hope. With the opposite being of course a ________ hope. James 2:26b says, “Faith without works is dead.”
“My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness. I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus name.” Edward More (1934)
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials
This is the message that Peter is trying to convey to the early Christians: trails will come, persecution will happen, darkness will fall, but Jesus Christ conquers all. Therefore, the command here, to hope fully, is be fully __________________ that Jesus Christ is coming again.

Living Before God Our Father (13-21)
13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”
“Be holy, for I am holy,” applies to all aspects of our lives, not just the ones that fit our time frame or schedule.
The Enduring Word (1:22-2:3)
22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever
As Christians, we must live out truth every day. We are to love one another with a pure heart. David Guzik: Holy living is incomplete if it isn’t accompanied by love.
1 Peter 2
2 Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
“Tasted that the Lord is gracious.” Tasted means you have __________ it before.
The Chosen Stone and His Chosen People (4-10)
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.
Living Before the World (11-12)
We are special because we belong to God. We are His and He uses us for His __________.
Challenge: Are you willing to step out and be an example for the Lord?

Apply (What is the point?)
1. Jesus = Hope (Without Him we having nothing)

Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Admit your struggles
2. __________ your hope on Jesus
3. Find your rest in Him
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The Apostles’ Teaching: Faith and Works
No handout
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The Apostles’ Teaching: Love One Another
Preview: A life bookended by love
1 John was written by John the disciple (one of the 12 apostles). One of the themes of the Gospel of John is that Jesus loved John. John referred to himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved and that same theme shows up in this letter that he writes toward the end of his life. Love ______________ John’s life.
Key thought: The Christian life is about knowing, experiencing, sharing, and showing ________
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 John 3:11-4:21 (Author = John)
1 John 3
The Imperative of Love (11-15)
13 The __________ of our conversion is our love for other believers
The Outworking of Love (16-23)
18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.
Test #1: Am I ______________? Love not only sees the need and speaks out towards the need, love acts out towards the need. Love works.
19 And by this [by our loving actions] we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.
Test #2: Am I __________________?
20 For if our heart condemns [finds fault within, accuses, condemns, blames] us [when we know our words do not match our works], God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.
If you are right with God, this verse is encouraging—if you are not right with God, this verse is scary. Have you ever tried to pray knowing that you had unconfessed sin in your life when you knew that your prayer was not being heard? It is hard to have confidence in God if we are hiding sin. Love gives us an opportunity to determine if our hearts condemn us. If we see no evidence of working love, we should have pause for concern. Love checks.
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence [freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech, openness, frankness, no concealment, confidence, cheerful courage, boldness, assurance] toward God. 22 And whatever we ask [to ask, beg, call for, crave] we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.
Test #3: Am I __________________? If you look around in your life and see no evidence of answered prayer, it may be because those conditions for answered prayer are not being met—doing God’s work God’s way and having confidence in God. Love collects.
The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error (3:24-4:6)
Knowing God Through Love (4:7-4:11)
Do you see a theme yet?

Seeing God Through Love (12-16)
12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.
The Consummation of Love (17-19)
17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved us.
Obedience by Faith (20-21)
20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.
Challenge: Love

Apply (What is the point?)
1. God is in the assurance business—He wants to give assurance
2. God knows our hearts
3. God’s love will overwhelm us at the beginning and at the end of our lives

Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Know where you stand before God (use your conscience and use your Bible)
2. Rest in the fact that He is good (and then get to ________ loving people)
3. Know, experience, share, and show God’s love
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