SHBC Sunday school	The Law and the Land: The Fall of Jericho	November 13, 2011
The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: The Law and the Land
This is our fifth five-week series in the Old Testament. So far, we have looked at In the Beginning, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, The Story of Joseph, and Moses and the Exodus. Now we shift to the Law.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	October 16
	The Ten Commandments
	Exodus 20:1-3
	Exodus 19:1-20:21
	Jim Fleming

	October 23
	The Golden Calf
	Exodus 32:7-8
	Exodus 32-34
	Barry Cole

	October 30
	Joshua Succeeds Moses
	Joshua 1:5-6
	Joshua 1
	Jim Fleming

	November 6
	Crossing the Jordan
	Joshua 3:15-16
	Joshua 3-4
	Chandalee Chrisman

	November 13
	The Fall of Jericho
	Joshua 6:20
	Joshua 5:13-6:27
	Jim Fleming



Assuming a literal interpretation of Bible dates, the following timeline is close:

For the first 2,500 years of the world’s history, the patriarchs received revelation from God and orally passed it on, but now, approximately 1450 BC, the Law is given. Now there is a written account of God’s expectations instead of an oral tradition. This period of dominance of the Law will last until Jesus frees everyone from the burden of the Law nearly 1,500 years later.
The Law and the Land: The Ten Commandments
Preview: I Do
Covenant: a covenant is a legally binding contract (see Proverbs 2:16-17 and Ezekiel 16:8)
Marriage: marriage is a covenant of companionship (Malachi 2:14)
Why talk about these terms? God is about to enter into a marriage-like covenant with Israel through the giving them the Law. Suggested resource: teachings.jim314.com (see Marriage & the 10 Commandments)
In Exodus 6:6-7, God gives the Israelites four promises: “I will bring you out.” “I will rescue you.” “I will redeem you.” “I will take you.” These are also the four promises that a Jewish groom makes to his bride under the chuppah (the Jewish wedding canopy). The Jewish wedding is based off Moses receiving the Ten Commandments. God Himself is the wedding canopy. God is the groom. Israel is the bride.
The Ten Commandments are not just a dry list of do’s and don’ts. Throughout the rest of the Old Testament, God goes back to these ‘wedding vows.’ He says of Israel that they, “played the harlot” in Judges 8:33, 1 Chronicles 5:25, and Jeremiah 3:6. In Jeremiah 3:8, God even says that he gave Israel a, “certificate of divorce” for her adultery. This is all marriage language. Israel broke God’s heart and yet God always loved her. He always forgave her. He was always faithful to her. He took His wife back and Israel turned their backs on God’s Son Jesus. This is all marriage language.
God was trying to build a relationship with His people (Exodus 19:4-6). The Ten Commandments show us what God really cares about in three main areas. The first four commandments center on our relationship with God (Exodus 20:2-11). The next few commandments address our relationship with others (Exodus 20:12-14, 16) and the third group of commandments deals with our relationship to things (Exodus 20:15, 17). Most of our wedding vows covered all of these areas.
Key Thought: The Ten Commandments show us what is important to God: a right relationship with His people
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Exodus 19:1-20:21 (Author = Moses)
Exodus 19
Israel at Mount Sinai
1 In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt [hundreds of years in captivity and three months on their own—the nation at this point is equivalent to an infant or a toddler], on the same day, they came to the Wilderness of Sinai [pronounced, see-NAH-ee, meaning ‘thorny’]. 2 For they had departed from Rephidim, had come to the Wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness. So Israel camped there before the mountain.
3 And Moses [‘drawn’] went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: 4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel.” [The groom just gave the terms]
7 So Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before them all these words which the LORD commanded him. 8 Then all the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.” So Moses brought back the words of the people to the LORD. [The bride just responded in the affirmative] 9 And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I come to you in the thick [dark] cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and believe you forever.”
So Moses told the words of the people to the LORD.
10 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate [prepare, dedicate] them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes [because you clean up for a wedding]. 11 And let them be ready for the third day. For on the third day the LORD will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people [Does this ‘third day’ language remind you of anything? The resurrection]. 12 You shall set bounds for the people all around, saying, ‘Take heed to yourselves that you do not go up to the mountain or touch its base. Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. 13 Not a hand shall touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot with an arrow; whether man or beast, he shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds long, they shall come near the mountain.”
14 So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and sanctified the people, and they washed their clothes. 15 And he said to the people, “Be ready for the third day; do not come near your wives.”
16 Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings [literally, voices and sounds] and lightnings, and a thick [a different Hebrew word meaning, ‘heavy, oppressive, massive’] cloud on the mountain [we have already seen in the Bible that a cloud represents God’s presence]; and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled. 17 And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire [God is burning this memory in their minds]. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly [with exceeding great force]. 19 And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by voice. 20 Then the LORD came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.
21 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, lest they break through to gaze at the LORD, and many of them perish. 22 Also let the priests who come near the LORD consecrate themselves, lest the LORD break out against them.” [Notice how much care God is giving to protecting the Israelites—remember that for next week’s lesson on the Golden Calf]
23 But Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for You warned us, saying, ‘Set bounds around the mountain and consecrate it.’” [Bad idea to tell God that His advice is not good]
24 Then the LORD said to him, “Away! Get down and then come up, you and Aaron with you [again with Moses’ disobedience causing Aaron to have to get involved]. But do not let the priests and the people break through to come up to the LORD, lest He break out against them.” 25 So Moses went down to the people and spoke to them.
Exodus 20
The Ten Commandments
1 And God spoke all these words [the assumption is that Moses had come back up to hear this], saying:
2 “I am the LORD [Jehovah] your God [Elohiym], who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. [We are crystal clear on who we are making this covenant with]
3 “You shall have no other [different] gods [Elohiym] before Me [my face]. [God: I am your first love]
4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image [idol]—any likeness [representation] of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth [that pretty much covers everything]; 5 you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity [perversity, depravity] of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing mercy [chesed—loving-kindness] to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. [God: I will tolerate no competition]
7 “You shall not take the name [name, reputation, glory, fame] of the LORD your God in vain [empty], for the LORD will not hold him guiltless [innocent] who takes His name in vain. [God: My name has weight and significance]
8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy [set apart as sacred]. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work [business], 10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. [God: You must regularly rest—a tired bride does Me no good; Rob Bell (Velvet Elvis): Sabbath is a day when my work is done, even if it isn’t.]
12 “Honor [make heavy] your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you. [God: Your earthly relationship to your parents is important too—you will live longer if you do this]
13 “You shall not murder [covers both premeditated and accidental murder]. [God: I value all human life]
14 “You shall not commit adultery [used literally between a man and a woman and also figuratively of idolatrous worship]. [God: Sexual fidelity to your earthly spouse is essential]
15 “You shall not steal. [God: I am your provider and it is not your job to take from others]
16 “You shall not bear [testify] false [lies, deceptions, disappointments, falsehoods] witness [testimony/evidence of things or people] against your neighbor [friend]. [God: Tell the truth—I value it (because I AM Truth)]
17 “You shall not covet [desire, delight, take pleasure in] your neighbor’s [friend’s] house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.” [God: Be satisfied with what you have (Me)—I AM all you need]
The People Afraid of God’s Presence
18 Now all the people witnessed the thunderings [voices], the lightning flashes [literally, ‘torch’], the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off. 19 Then they said to Moses, “You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die.”
20 And Moses said to the people, “Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin.” 21 So the people stood afar off, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where God was. [Again, notice how clearly the Israelites understand the borders that God has set up and how powerful God is—remember that for next week’s lesson on the Golden Calf]
Challenge: Let all your relationships reflect God’s priorities
Question: Are we under the authority of the Ten Commandments today? (See Romans for the answer)
Apply (What is the point?)
1. God desires relationship with us
2. God is clear in His expectations for His relationships
3. God is too powerful to interact with directly—a mediator is needed
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Recommit every day to your relationship with God
2. Study the Scriptures to learn how to live rightly in relationship with God
3. Trust Jesus to be your Mediator
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The Law and the Land: The Golden Calf
Preview: Up Close and Personal
God really hates sin (Exodus 32:9-10). Moses did, too (Exodus 32:19-20) and He is willing to do whatever it takes to save His people (Exodus 32:11-14, 31-32). In so doing, he foreshadows what Jesus would do many years later. God and Moses had developed a very personal relationship (Exodus 33:11). That is what God wants with all people. He created us in his own image and wants us to love and follow him with our whole heart. The question is do you want a relationship with him?
Key Thought: God has a “no compromise” attitude toward sin
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Exodus 32-34 (Author = Moses)
Exodus 32
The Gold Calf
Moses has been gone for 40 days and he left Aaron in charge.
1 Now when the people saw that Moses delayed coming down from the mountain, the people gathered together to Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make us gods that shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” [They seem to have imagined that Moses had been killed in the thunders of the mountain (Exodus 24:15-18)]
2 And Aaron said to them, “Break off the golden earrings which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people broke off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 4 And he received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made a molded calf.
Then they said, “This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!”
5 So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD.” 6 Then they rose early on the next day, offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.
[Cut to the mountain] 7 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go, get down! For your people whom you brought out of the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them. They have made themselves a molded calf, and worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!’” 9 And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and indeed it is a stiff-necked people [stubborn, prideful; Wesley’s Notes on the Bible: Unapt to come under the yoke of the divine law, averse to all good, and prone to evil, obstinate to the methods of cure]! 10 Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them. And I will make of you a great nation.” [The only other person that God told to leave Him alone Jacob during a wrestling match (Genesis 32)]
11 Then Moses pleaded with the LORD his God, and said: “LORD, why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians speak, and say, ‘He brought them out to harm them, to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent [to have compassion] from this harm to Your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore by Your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven; and all this land that I have spoken of I give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 14 So the LORD relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people. [This is fatherly forgiveness shown in a parent-child relationship. Our God shows us how to forgive—even when His heart ached]
15 And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of the Testimony were in his hand. The tablets were written on both sides; on the one side and on the other they were written. 16 Now the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God engraved on the tablets.
Adam Clarke
1. We may conceive the tables of stone to have been thin slabs or a kind of slate, and the writing on the back side to have been a continuation of that on the front, the first not being sufficient to contain the whole.
2. Or the writing on the back side was probably the precepts that accompanied the ten commandments; the latter were written by the Lord, the former by Moses
3. Or the same words were written on both sides, so that when held up, two parties might read at the same time
17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is a noise of war in the camp.”
18 But he said:
“It is not the noise of the shout of victory,
Nor the noise of the cry of defeat,
But the sound of singing I hear.”
19 So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing. So Moses’ anger became hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20 Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the fire, and ground it to powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the children of Israel drink it. 21 And Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you that you have brought so great a sin upon them?”
22 So Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of my lord become hot. You know the people, that they are set on evil. 23 For they said to me, ‘Make us gods that shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 24 And I said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold, let them break it off.’ So they gave it to me, and I cast it into the fire, and this calf came out.” [HOLY COW!]
25 Now when Moses saw that the people were unrestrained [similar in meaning to, ‘partying’] (for Aaron had not restrained them, to their shame among their enemies) [Psalm 44:13a: You make us a reproach to our neighbors], 26 then Moses stood in the entrance of the camp, and said, “Whoever is on the LORD’s side—come to me!” [This was an open invitation] And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together to him [Moses was a Levite, so this may have played in to their decision to go with Moses]. 27 And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let every man put his sword on his side, and go in and out from entrance to entrance throughout the camp, and let every man kill his brother, every man his companion, and every man his neighbor.’” [John Gill: not into the tents, where good men might be bemoaning the sin committed, but throughout the streets, where many were loitering, it being a holy day with the idolaters] 28 So the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And about three thousand men [most likely the ringleaders of the sin] of the people fell that day. 29 Then Moses said, “Consecrate yourselves today to the LORD [this is where the Levites became priests], that He may bestow on you a blessing this day, for every man has opposed his son and his brother.”
30 Now it came to pass on the next day that Moses said to the people, “You have committed a great sin. So now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 31 Then Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Oh, these people have committed a great sin, and have made for themselves a god of gold! 32 Yet now, if You will forgive their sin—but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which You have written.” [“your book” (Isaiah 4:3, Daniel 12:1, Revelation 3:5)]
33 And the LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book [justice]. 34 Now therefore, go, lead the people to the place of which I have spoken to you. Behold, My Angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit for punishment, I will visit punishment upon them for their sin.”
35 So the LORD plagued the people because of what they did with the calf which Aaron made. [The Jews still blame their troubles on the sin from this story to this day, “The dust of the golden calf still afflicts the Jewish people.”]
Exodus 33
The Command to Leave Sinai
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Depart and go up from here, you and the people whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your descendants I will give it.’ 2 And I will send My Angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanite and the Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 3 Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in your midst, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.” [God still sounds angry. Can you forgive and still be angry?]
4 And when the people heard this bad news [the bad news was that God would not be physically present with them like He was when He came and delivered them out of Egypt (Exodus 3:8)], they mourned, and no one put on his ornaments. 5 For the LORD had said to Moses, “Say to the children of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people. I could come up into your midst in one moment and consume you. Now therefore, take off your ornaments, that I may know what to do to you.’” 6 So the children of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments [jewelry and fine clothes—God is addressing their pride here] by Mount Horeb.
Moses Meets with the LORD
7 Moses took his tent and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp [because God was not with them], and called it the tabernacle of meeting. And it came to pass that everyone who sought the LORD went out to the tabernacle of meeting which was outside the camp. 8 So it was, whenever Moses went out to the tabernacle, that all the people rose, and each man stood at his tent door and watched Moses until he had gone into the tabernacle. 9 And it came to pass, when Moses entered the tabernacle, that the pillar of cloud descended and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses. 10 All the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the tabernacle door, and all the people rose and worshiped, each man in his tent door. 11 So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend [Like Adam and God’s relationship in the Garden of Eden; John Gill: without any reserve or show of authority]. And he would return to the camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart from the tabernacle.
The Promise of God’s Presence
12 Then Moses said to the LORD, “See, You say to me, ‘Bring up this people.’ But You have not let me know whom You will send with me. Yet You have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found grace in My sight.’ 13 Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this nation is Your people.”
14 And He said, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” [Mercy]
15 Then he said to Him, “If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here. 16 For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.” [Moses: The reason we are different is You—please don’t go away]
17 So the LORD said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace in My sight, and I know you by name.” [More mercy]
18 And he said, “Please, show me Your glory.”
19 Then He said, “I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion [more mercy].” 20 But He said, “You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.” 21 And the LORD said, “Here is a place by Me, and you shall stand on the rock [this place by the LORD on the rock was Jesus]. 22 So it shall be, while My glory passes by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock, and will cover you with My hand while I pass by. 23 Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My face shall not be seen.”
Exodus 34
Moses Makes New Tablets
1 And the LORD said to Moses, “Cut two tablets of stone like the first ones, and I will write on these tablets the words that were on the first tablets which you broke. 2 So be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and present yourself to Me there on the top of the mountain. 3 And no man shall come up with you, and let no man be seen throughout all the mountain; let neither flocks nor herds feed before that mountain.”
4 So he cut two tablets of stone like the first ones. Then Moses rose early in the morning and went up Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him; and he took in his hand the two tablets of stone.
5 Now the LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD [God may have told Moses His unutterable, ineffable name here]. 6 And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children to the third and the fourth generation.”
8 So Moses made haste and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshiped. 9 Then he said, “If now I have found grace in Your sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray, go among us, even though we are a stiff-necked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your inheritance.”
The Covenant Renewed
10 And He said: “Behold, I make a covenant. Before all your people I will do marvels such as have not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation; and all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the LORD. For it is an awesome thing that I will do with you. 11 Observe what I command you this day. Behold, I am driving out from before you the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 12 Take heed to yourself, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land where you are going, lest it be a snare in your midst. 13 But you shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images 14 (for you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), 15 lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they play the harlot with their gods and make sacrifice to their gods, and one of them invites you and you eat of his sacrifice, 16 and you take of his daughters for your sons, and his daughters play the harlot with their gods and make your sons play the harlot with their gods.
17 “You shall make no molded gods for yourselves.
18 “The Feast of Unleavened Bread you shall keep. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, as I commanded you, in the appointed time of the month of Abib; for in the month of Abib you came out from Egypt.
19 “All that open the womb are Mine, and every male firstborn among your livestock, whether ox or sheep. 20 But the firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb. And if you will not redeem him, then you shall break his neck. All the firstborn of your sons you shall redeem.
“And none shall appear before Me empty-handed.
21 “Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; in plowing time and in harvest you shall rest.
22 “And you shall observe the Feast of Weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the year’s end.
23 “Three times in the year all your men shall appear before the Lord, the LORD God of Israel. 24 For I will cast out the nations before you and enlarge your borders; neither will any man covet your land when you go up to appear before the LORD your God three times in the year.
25 “You shall not offer the blood of My sacrifice with leaven, nor shall the sacrifice of the Feast of the Passover be left until morning.
26 “The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring to the house of the LORD your God. You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.”
27 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write these words, for according to the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel.” 28 So he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he neither ate bread nor drank water. And He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.
The Shining Face of Moses
[image: ]29 Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the Testimony were in Moses’ hand when he came down from the mountain), that Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone [Michelangelo’s sculpture of Moses shows Moses with horns because in the Latin Bible, “shine” translates “horns”] while he talked with Him. 30 So when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31 Then Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation returned to him; and Moses talked with them. 32 Afterward all the children of Israel came near, and he gave them as commandments all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33 And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil [this begins the veiled relationship that God has with His people until Jesus’ sacrifice tears the veil 1,500 years later] on his face. 34 But whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with Him, he would take the veil off until he came out; and he would come out and speak to the children of Israel whatever he had been commanded. 35 And whenever the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone, then Moses would put the veil on his face again [separation from God], until he went in to speak with Him.
Challenge: God paid a high price for a relationship with you. What will you do for Him?
Apply (What is the point?)
1. God is just
2. God is merciful
3. God forgives
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Understand you are a sinner
2. Accept God’s grace
3. Be like Moses and let your little light shine!
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The Law and the Land: Joshua Succeeds Moses
Introduction
Does anyone remember the 4 x 100 relay from the Beijing Olympics? Watch this video. [Summary: During the women’s semifinals, the highly touted American team was disqualified when Lauryn Williams left her lane to retrieve a dropped baton during the transfer from Torri Edwards. In addition, during the men’s semifinals, the highly touted American team did not qualify due to a baton drop between Darvis Patton and Tyson Gay.]
Preview: Passing the Baton
Up to this point in our overview of the Old Testament, Moses has played a major role. He was used by God to deliver the Israelites out of Egypt, he has received the Law, and he led the children of Israel out of the wilderness. He dies at age 120 and someone new has to lead the Israelites. Here is an overview of Joshua’s life:
· Joshua was born in Egypt to Nun and was about 40 years old at the time of the Exodus
· Joshua is first mentioned in his leadership of the Israelis in the fight against the Amalekites (Exodus 17). Strangely enough, he is given no introduction, which implies that he was already well known among the Israelites.
· Served as Moses’ assistant/servant
· Went up on Sinai with Moses (at least part of the way) to get the 10 Commandments (Exodus 32)
· Sent with 11 others to view the Promised Land (Numbers 13). He and Caleb bring back a good report about the Promised Land (Numbers 14).
· Ordained to be Moses’ successor (Numbers 27 and Deuteronomy 31)
· Is described by God as one who “wholly followed the Lord” in Numbers 32:11-12 (he and Caleb were the two oldest Israelites alive after Moses died)
· Takes over as Moses’ successor around the age of 80 (he trained for the job for around 40 years)
· God makes promises to him (Joshua 1)
· Leads Israel into Canaan (Joshua 1-4)
· Renews circumcision and re-establishes the Passover (Joshua 5)
· Was a military genius (in six years he captured Jericho in Joshua 6, won the battle of Ai in Joshua 8, defeated seven kings in Joshua 9-10, and completed the conquest of the whole land in Joshua 11)—an entire chapter (Joshua 12) is dedicated to listing the kings he defeated (six nations and 31 kings)
· He set up the tabernacle at Shiloh (Joshua 18)
· Set up the cities of refuge (Joshua 20)
· Set aside 48 cities for the Levites (Joshua 21)
· Preached a sermon to Israel in Joshua 23-24 before his death
· Told the Israelites to, “Choose for yourselves this day,” in Joshua 24 (reminiscent of Moses)
· Dies at age 110 (after 30 years of leadership service) with the “no one led them like Joshua” concept firmly rooted in Israeli history
In Joshua 1, God promised to give Joshua land, success, and a leadership platform as God had given Moses (Joshua 1:3-6). Best of all, God promised to be with Joshua (Joshua 1:5). In return, God asked for Joshua’s obedience (Joshua 1:7)—and that is exactly what God got.
Key Thought: Moses passed the baton to Joshua and Joshua ran well with it
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Joshua 1 (Author = Joshua)
Note: This is the first lesson in our Old Testament series that Moses is not the author of the text.
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God’s Commission to Joshua
1 After the death of Moses the servant [John Wesley: When God has work to do, he will either find or make instruments fit to carry it on. Moses the servant is dead; but God the master is not.] of the LORD [Matthew Henry: The life of Moses made way for Joshua, and prepared the people for what was to be done by him. Thus the law is a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ: and then the death of Moses made room for Joshua; thus we are dead to the law, our first husband, that we may be married to Christ, Romans 7:4.], it came to pass that the LORD spoke [Hebrews 1:1 gives many options for this discourse] to Joshua the son of Nun [Coffman: The original name of this leader was Oshea [Hoshea in the NKJV] (Numbers 13:8), but just as the names of Abram, Sarai, etc were changed, so was that of Joshua. It was changed to Jehoshua (or, Joshua). The Greek form of the name is Jesus, and it means Jehovah is deliverance, or Jehovah is salvation. Not merely in this name, but in a few other salient particulars, Joshua represents the Lord Jesus Christ in his life and achievement: (1) Like Christ, Joshua did what Moses and the Law could not do; (2) He led the people into Canaan; Christ leads his people into heaven; and (3) Both Joshua and Jesus began their commission on the banks of the Jordan River.], Moses’ assistant [minister, servant, assistant, attendant, personal servant; Fausset’s Bible Dictionary: Joshua learned to rule by obeying first; then he ruled for God, not self], saying: 2 “Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise [an imperative], go over [an imperative] this Jordan, you and all this people [600,000 men plus the women and children make at least a few million], to the land which I am giving to them—the children of Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given [in the ‘perfect’ mood in Hebrew—denoting an already completed action] you, as I said to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea [Mediterranean Sea] toward the going down of the sun, shall be your territory [show this on a map; Adam Clarke: The Israelites did not possess the full extent of this grant till the days of David]. 5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you [to let drop, abandon, relax, refrain, forsake, to let go, to refrain, let alone, to be quiet] nor forsake [to leave, to depart from, leave behind, leave, let alone, to leave, abandon, forsake, neglect, apostatize, to let loose, set free, let go, free] you. 6 Be strong [an imperative, meaning to be strong, to prevail, to become strong, to be firm, to be resolute] and of good courage [an imperative, meaning to be strong, alert, courageous, brave, stout, bold, solid, hard—first time these words are used], for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong [same word as in Joshua 1:6] and very [an additional word from Joshua 1:6] courageous [same word as in Joshua 1:6—second time these words are used], that you may observe [to keep, have charge of, to keep, guard, keep watch and ward, protect, save life] to do according to all the law [towrah] which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper [to look at or upon, have insight, to give attention to, consider, ponder, be prudent, to have insight, have comprehension] wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law [Joshua had his own copy of the Law—one that was separate from the one in the sanctuary] shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate [to roar, growl, groan, to utter, speak, to meditate, devise, muse, imagine] in it day and night, that you may observe [to keep, have charge of, to keep, guard, keep watch and ward, protect, save life] to do according to all that is written in it [David Guzik: Joshua did not only need to read God's word. It had to be on his lips (shall not depart from your mouth), in his mind (meditate in it day and night), and he had to do it (observe to do according to all that is written).]. For then you will make your way [literally, the way, road, distance, journey, manner, path, direction, habit, figuratively, the course of life or moral character] prosperous [to make prosperous, bring to successful issue, cause to prosper, to show or experience prosperity, prosper], and then you will have good success [same word translated prosper in Joshua 1:7]. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong [same word as in Joshua 1:6] and of good courage [same word as in Joshua 1:6—third time these words are used]; do not be afraid [to cause to tremble, terrify, to tremble, feel dread], nor be dismayed [to be broken, be dismayed], for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”
The Order to Cross the Jordan
10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people [Treasury of Scripture Knowledge: The shoterim, or officers, were different from the shophetim, who were the judges among the people. The shoterim have been supposed to be subordinate officers, whose business it was to see the decisions of the shophetim carried into effect.], saying, 11 “Pass [an imperative—Joshua's first words to his officers were a command] through the camp and command the people, saying, ‘Prepare [an imperative—Joshua's first words to the people (via his officers) were a command. Joshua is a, ‘take-charge’ kind of person.] provisions [food] for yourselves, for within three days you will cross over this Jordan [David Guzik: The waiting for God is often the most difficult part for us, but days of waiting are always days of preparation in God's work. There is no wasted time with God.], to go in to possess the land which the LORD your God is giving you to possess.’”
12 And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh Joshua spoke, saying, 13 “Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, ‘The LORD your God is giving you rest and is giving you this land.’ 14 Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land which Moses gave you on this side of the Jordan. But you shall pass before your brethren armed, all your mighty men of valor, and help them, 15 until the LORD has given your brethren rest, as He gave you, and they also have taken possession of the land which the LORD your God is giving them. Then you shall return to the land of your possession and enjoy it, which Moses the LORD’s servant gave you on this side of the Jordan toward the sunrise.” [Basically, your land is on this side of the river, but you have to go and fight for the other tribes’ land on the other side of the river and when we’re all done fighting, you can come back and enjoy this land]
16 So they answered Joshua, saying, “All that you command us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17 Just as we heeded Moses in all things, so we will heed you [from my perspective, this statement should have really concerned Joshua since the children of Israel did not obey Moses all that well]. Only the LORD your God be with you, as He was with Moses. 18 Whoever rebels [shows rebelliousness, disobedience, disobeys] against your command and does not heed your words, in all that you command him, shall be put to death [sounds like martial law]. Only be strong [same word as in Joshua 1:6] and of good courage [same word as in Joshua 1:6—fourth time these words are used].”
In case you’re wondering what the result of running well the race that God set before him, Judges 2:7 is a great commentary on Joshua’s life: So the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the LORD which He had done for Israel.
SHBC Sunday school	The Law and the Land: Joshua Succeeds Moses	October 30, 2011

13
Jim Fleming	OurSundaySchool.com	
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Training can last years
2. Ministry must be transferred
3. Do the work
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Train hard
2. Grab my baton
3. Run well

Suggested resource: Fausset’s Bible Dictionary (studylight.org/dic/fbd/view.cgi?number=T2115)


The Law and the Land: Crossing the Jordan
Preview
What is before us is not always what is there.
Key Thought: Step out
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Joshua 3-4 (Author = Joshua)
Joshua 3
Israel Crosses the Jordan
1 Then Joshua [his name means, ‘Savior’ or ‘Deliverer’; Who does else does that sound like? This is another example of the OT pointing us to the NT] rose early in the morning [Joshua got up early to be with God—he was walking the walk, not just talking the talk of being a leader]; and they set out from Acacia Grove and came to the Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they crossed over. 2 So it was, after three days, that the officers went through the camp; [According to the Jewish calendar, this is first month of the calendar year. Joshua 4 tells us the Israelites cross on the 10th of the month and we know that Passover is the 14th of the first month of the year. They left Egypt on the 15th, after celebrating the Passover. They are entering the land five days before the 40-year anniversary of the Exodus.] 3 and they commanded the people, saying, “When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests, the Levites, bearing it, then you shall set out from your place and go after it. [The Cloud by day and the Fire by night cease to lead the Israelites here. God takes up residence in the Ark of the Tabernacle and it is He that is leading the people. “Ark” is mentioned 14 times in 17 verses. The people are commanded to step out and follow Him.] 4 Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure [This was about 1,000 yards = a little over eight football fields lined end zone to end zone (about 1/2 mile). The Israelites have not passed this way before—God will show you the way to go]. Do not come near it, that you may know the way by which you must go, for you have not passed this way before.” [They did not know where they were going through the wilderness. Sometimes, we all misstep.]
5 And Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify [set yourselves apart from; Focus on the spiritual as this crossing is a spiritual battle, they are seeing the fulfillment of a covenant between God and His people. They would likely be starting to prepare for Passover four days from this point.] yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you.” [It is interesting to note that the Israelites entered the wilderness after celebrating Passover and they were entering the Promised Land in exactly time to celebrate Passover] 6 Then Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of the covenant and cross over before the people.”
So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people. [Normally, the Ark was guarded/carried by the Levites. On special occasions, the priests carried the Ark. Here, the priests are carrying the Ark—without protection—going first into the raging river. Levites and Priests were different. Just because a man was a Levite did not mean he was a priest—but priests were always Levites. This action indicated that the Ark (representing God) does not need their protection, but rather that the Ark (representing God) is stepping out first and is their protection and The Way. God just requires that we follow.]
7 And the LORD said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. [Joshua was a faithful servant. He stepped out and accepted the call God was giving on his life. As leaders—in our homes, our workplace, in our church—we all have that call on our life: we are all called to step out in faith in whatever way God leads] 8 You shall command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When you have come to the edge of the water of the Jordan, you shall stand in the Jordan.’” [The key here is that this is God’s leading, not Joshua’s timing. Joshua has answered the call God placed on his life and is stepping out in faith, not knowing the how but trusting that God will provide for all He has said will happen.]
9 So Joshua said to the children of Israel, “Come here, and hear the words of the LORD your God.” 10 And Joshua said, “By this you shall know that the living God is among you, and that He will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Hivites and the Perizzites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Jebusites: 11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is crossing over before you into the Jordan. [The physical representation of God is crossing through the Jordan River before them—preparing the way (God was in the river with them)—reminiscent of Jesus preparing the way for us (by being on the cross so that we can enter a new life with God). Tell the story of the storm and the personal storm with Lupus. Stepping out is key in these verses. How (or what) is God calling you to step out (to)? Stone representation labeled Lupus.] 12 Now therefore, take for yourselves twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one man from every tribe. 13 And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, that the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off, the waters that come down from upstream, and they shall stand as a heap.”
14 So it was, when the people set out from their camp to cross over the Jordan, with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 15 and as those who bore the ark came to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows all its banks during the whole time of harvest), [Typically, the Jordan was about 20 yards across and was not a raging river. However, since it was spring (about April), the snow from the mountains was melting and filling the Jordan to overflowing. This was time to harvest barley in Canaan. God was bringing them into the Promised Land at a harvest time when the fields would be full and abundant and the Israelites would be provided for in a new land.] 16 that the waters which came down from upstream stood still, and rose in a heap very far away at Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan [15-20 miles away]. So the waters that went down into the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea [the Dead Sea], failed, and were cut off; and the people crossed over opposite Jericho. [Many commentators suppose that God could have used natural occurrences to dam up the water. Around Adam, current day Telled-Damiyeh (15-20 miles away), there are many steep, rocky cliffs. Throughout the centuries, earthquakes have happened and caused the water to stop flowing. In the 1920’s it was recorded that this happened and the water stopped for 21 hours. It is important to remember that God uses whatever He chooses to gain our attention or to achieve His purposes. If He used nature, it was in His timing and under His authority. Tell the story of failure and choosing to step when God has not called me to step. Stone representation labeled by “not waiting.” What kind of “stones” do you have in your life?] 17 Then the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan; and all Israel crossed over on dry ground, until all the people had crossed completely over the Jordan. [The riverbed was instantly dry—no slogging through muddy or marshy areas—they walked through on dry ground. This is significant because it shows a supernatural aspect to the drying up. With just a natural occurrence, the water could not have dried instantly. The Israelites were to keep about half a mile between themselves and the Ark (the Ark was north of them and the people crossed south of the Ark. The Israelites would have spanned several miles for all the people to cross and they would have moved quickly. David Guzik: We usually want the river to be dry before we even make a step; but God was truly calling Israel to step out in faith.]
Joshua 4
The Memorial Stones
1 And it came to pass, when all the people had completely crossed over the Jordan [A couple of million people crossed—and the priests stood there the entire time holding a very heavy object!], that the LORD spoke to Joshua, saying: 2 “Take for yourselves twelve men from the people, one man from every tribe [This was showing that word would spread through the entire nation and that the details of what God did through this crossing would be heard by all tribes], 3 and command them, saying, ‘Take for yourselves twelve stones from here, out of the midst of the Jordan, from the place where the priests’ feet stood firm. You shall carry them over with you and leave them in the lodging place where you lodge tonight.’”
4 Then Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from the children of Israel, one man from every tribe; 5 and Joshua said to them: “Cross over before the ark of the LORD your God into the midst of the Jordan, and each one of you take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, 6 that this may be a sign among you when your children ask in time to come, saying, ‘What do these stones mean to you?’ 7 Then you shall answer them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. And these stones shall be for a memorial to the children of Israel forever.”
Stone memorials were common in the OT. They served as a visual testament that the Israelites could point their children to and recount the ways that God had been faithful to them (“this is what God did”).
What are ‘stones’ in your own life that you are memorializing? What God has accomplished through your failure or just that you failed?
Are your stones, ‘memorial stones,’ or, ‘stumbling stones,’ for your life and those around you? Do they see you using the good and bad memorials as a crutch or do are you using those ‘stones’ to point others to God?
8 And the children of Israel did so, just as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones from the midst of the Jordan, as the LORD had spoken to Joshua, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, and carried them over with them to the place where they lodged [They established a dwelling place and they called it Gilgal. Abarim Publications: The name Gilgal comes from the Hebrew verb [image: galal] (galal), meaning to roll some object on, upon, away (even whirl or dazzle). In a figurative sense it is used in ideas like to roll oneself onto the Lord, meaning to put one's trust in Him (Psalm 22:8) or to commit oneself to Him (Psalm 37:5, Proverbs 16:3). When this verb is used for physically rolling something away or somewhere else, the object is usually stones (Genesis 29:3, Joshua 10:18). After Joshua circumcised Israel, God said that He had rolled away the reproach of Egypt, and the place where He had done this was called Gilgal ever since (Joshua 5:9). The derived nouns [image: gal] (gal) and [image: gal] (gel) mean heap, wave, dung. These fragments doubled yields a noun which is identical to the name Gilgal: [image: Gilgal] (gilgal), meaning wheel or a rolling thing (Isaiah 17:13) or whirlwind (Psalm 77:18). The nation of Israel was a wave, a whirlwind of people. They were going to run physically down the inhabitants of Canaan, moving upon the Promised Land. They were faithful and trusted in God and stepped into that which He had promised them.], and laid them down there. 9 Then Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests who bore the ark of the covenant stood; and they are there to this day [the day that this account was written down].
Scofield: The twelve stones taken out of Jordan and erected by Joshua in Gilgal, and the twelve stones left in Jordan to be overwhelmed by its waters, are memorials marking the distinction between Christ's death under judgment in the believer's place Psalms 42:7; 88:7; John 12:31-33 and the believer's perfect deliverance from judgment.
Parallels between Joshua and Jesus:
· Names mean the same: Salvation of Yahweh
· Joshua led them from the old life of disobedience to the new life of God’s promise
10 So the priests who bore the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until everything was finished that the LORD had commanded Joshua to speak to the people, according to all that Moses had commanded Joshua; and the people hurried and crossed over. 11 Then it came to pass, when all the people had completely crossed over, that the ark of the LORD and the priests crossed over in the presence of the people. [The priest’s faith to stand their ground, courageously and patiently, while almost two million people crossed, was a testament to God’s physical representation in the Ark. They stood firm and still in contrast to the Israelites that “hurried and crossed over.”] 12 And the men of Reuben, the men of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh crossed over armed before the children of Israel, as Moses had spoken to them. 13 About forty thousand prepared for war crossed over before the LORD for battle, to the plains of Jericho [about 70,000 were left from these tribes to guard women, children, livestock, etc.]. 14 On that day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, as they had feared Moses, all the days of his life. [Joshua was exalted as a leader and for being faithful to God. They saw that Joshua truly was like Moses that God’s favor was upon him.]
15 Then the LORD spoke to Joshua, saying, 16 “Command the priests who bear the ark of the Testimony to come up from the Jordan.” 17 Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying, “Come up from the Jordan.” 18 And it came to pass, when the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD had come from the midst of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests’ feet touched the dry land, that the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its banks as before. [The priests were in the middle of the deepest part of the Jordan, so they would have had to “come up” from the riverbed to reach the other side. The water returned to its normal flow (10-12 feet deep) when the priests had carried the Ark out. Parallel God and the storm story from before.]
19 Now the people came up from the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they camped in Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. 20 And those twelve stones which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up in Gilgal. 21 Then he spoke to the children of Israel, saying: “When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, ‘What are these stones?’ 22 then you shall let your children know, saying, ‘Israel crossed over this Jordan on dry land’; 23 for the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed over, 24 that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God forever.” [The climax of the crossing event was to point His children back to Himself and His sufficiency, for them to know Him and make Him known as they conquered and inhabited the land He had promised and provided through their stepping out in faith.]
Apply (What is the point?)
1. We all have “stones” in our lives: things we have done right and things where we have stepped before God’s timing and/or plan
2. As leaders in our homes, workplaces, communities and churches, we are commanded to step up and out in faith and use those stones as memorials to point others to God and His all-encompassing sufficiency for everything in life.
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Know God (intimately and growing continually)
2. Make Him known through our “stones” of being faithful and our “stones” of disobedience (and repentance) in order to point others to Him
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The Law and the Land: The Fall of Jericho
So far in this series, Moses has received the Law, the Israelites rebelled in the sin of the golden calf, Moses dies, and Joshua leads the Israelites across the Jordan River into the Promised Land (Canaan).
God came to Joshua and told him to lead the children of Israel. He told Joshua to cross the Jordan. Since then, Joshua has re-implemented the Passover and circumcision (early Joshua 5). Now, Joshua is waiting on God’s direction once again. Remember, the Israelites have won zero battles in Canaan so far.
Since this is an overview of the entire Bible, many stories will not be fully fleshed out—like the story of Rahab. You may be familiar with the story of the 12 spies that Moses sent out (10 were bad and two were good). The two good spies were Joshua and Caleb. Joshua remembers this military tactic and uses it again in the Promised Land.
Rahab shows up in Joshua 2 when she houses the two spies that Joshua sends out. Rahab is a harlot. A harlot is an old-school word for a prostitute. Julie, why did the spies go to Rahab’s place? The spies tell Rahab that she will be saved when the Israelites conquer Jericho if she will leave a scarlet cord hanging out of her window. She does—and then she waits for the promised deliverance.
Preview: A Talking Dog
Talking dog joke
I do not want to miss the fact that there is the equivalent of a talking dog in today’s text—the walls of Jericho come down and no shot is fired against them by human hands. God steps in, saves the day, and brings down the walls because Joshua and the people followed strange orders. The principle is that we must do exactly what God says. That is huge, but it is not where we are going to focus today. Today, we are going to focus on Rahab and her deliverance. Why? Because I have been a harlot—just like Rahab.
If you make an analogy between my relationship with God and a marriage partner, an applicable word to use is prostitute (prostitute is the modern-day word for harlot). Many times in the Old Testament God uses language like adultery, harlotry, and the like to describe Israel’s lack of commitment to Him. I am guilty of the same kind of lack of commitment.
The big, beautiful picture in this story is that the scarlet cord Rahab hangs out her window points to the coming salvation of her and her family. I have personally trusted in Christ, so my future is secure, but the earthly deliverance has not yet occurred. Jesus will come one day and finish what He started. David Guzik: Joshua would be a savior for Rahab, but a judge of the rest of Jericho. In the same way Jesus is a savior for those who trust Him, but a judge for those who reject Him.
Primary key thought: The scarlet thread points to salvation
Secondary key thought: Do exactly what God says
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Joshua 5:13-6:27 (Author = Joshua)
The Commander of the Army of the LORD
13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man [notice the capital “M”] stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand [FYI—this is Jesus and He’s ready]. And Joshua went to Him [do not miss the fact that Joshua willingly walks up to SomeOne with a drawn sword—Joshua is either crazy or incredibly brave] and said to Him, “Are You for us or for our adversaries?” [Joshua creates a false dichotomy: friend or foe (often to military leaders, there are no other options). Another example of a false dichotomy is, “Have you stopped beating your wife?” The majority of theological arguments I have been involved in are a result of agreeing on a false dichotomy—because with God, there is often a way that is right that we have not yet considered.]
14 So He said, “No, but as Commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” [Jesus basically says, “I know you are in charge of this army, but I AM in charge of a much bigger army—the entire angelic host (the army of the LORD)”]
And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped [only God is worthy of worship, so if this was not God, then the worship should have been rejected], and [Joshua] said to Him, “What does my Lord say to His servant?” [Joshua knew his place before God]
15 Then the Commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua, “Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy.” [Yep, this is God—it sounds eerily similar to God’s conversation with Moses in the burning bush] And Joshua did so.
Joshua 6
The Destruction of Jericho
1 Now Jericho was securely shut up because of the children of Israel; none went out, and none came in [the Israelites were laying siege to it—and the inhabitants of Jericho knew about Israel (per Joshua 2:8-11)]. 2 And the LORD said to Joshua: “See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor. 3 You shall march around the city, all you men of war; you shall go all around the city once [Huh? OK]. This you shall do six days [OK, I see where this is going—we are going to intimidate them and then storm the castle, right?]. 4 And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark [Here is the ark again—and if you missed Chandalee’s lesson last week, go online and listen to it]. But the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the people shall shout with a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And the people shall go up every man straight before him.” [What? Have you ever been in the middle of cooking something, you are reading the recipe, and you see an ingredient or step that makes no sense? What do you do? You better follow the step and/or add the ingredient because the author knows more than you do.]
6 Then [I love that Joshua gets right to work—when he gets an order, he executes it] Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD.” 7 And he said to the people, “Proceed, and march around the city, and let him who is armed advance before the ark of the LORD.”
8 So it was, when Joshua had spoken to the people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the LORD advanced and blew the trumpets, and the ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them. 9 The armed men went before the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard came after the ark, while the priests continued blowing the trumpets. 10 Now Joshua had commanded the people, saying, “You shall not shout or make any noise with your voice, nor shall a word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I say to you, ‘Shout!’ Then you shall shout.” 11 So he had the ark of the LORD circle the city, going around it once. Then they came into the camp and lodged in the camp.
12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 13 Then seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD went on continually and blew with the trumpets. And the armed men went before them. But the rear guard came after the ark of the LORD, while the priests continued blowing the trumpets. 14 And the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. So they did six days. [Joshua did exactly what God said]
15 But it came to pass on the seventh day that they rose early, about the dawning of the day, and marched around the city seven times in the same manner. On that day only they marched around the city seven times. 16 And the seventh time it happened, when the priests blew the trumpets, that Joshua said to the people: “Shout, for the LORD has given you the city! 17 Now the city shall be doomed by the LORD to destruction, it and all who are in it. Only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all who are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent. 18 And you, by all means abstain from the accursed things, lest you become accursed when you take of the accursed things, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it. 19 But all the silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are consecrated to the LORD; they shall come into the treasury of the LORD [David Guzik: Jericho is the “first fruits” city of Canaan, and so the valuables are set apart to the treasury of the LORD.].”
20 So the people shouted when the priests blew the trumpets. And it happened when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat [insert talking dog moment]. Then the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city. 21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, ox and sheep and donkey, with the edge of the sword.
22 But Joshua had said to the two men who had spied out the country, “Go into the harlot’s house, and from there bring out the woman and all that she has, as you swore to her.” 23 And the young men who had been spies went in and brought out Rahab, her father, her mother, her brothers, and all that she had. So they brought out all her relatives and left them outside the camp of Israel. 24 But they burned the city and all that was in it with fire. Only the silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD. 25 And Joshua spared Rahab the harlot, her father’s household, and all that she had. So she dwells in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. [David Guzik: All of Jericho heard about the God of Israel (Joshua 2:8-11), but only Rahab responded positively in faith towards God with that knowledge. Rahab’s faith in the unseen saved her and her family—just as our faith in the unseen save us today.]
26 Then Joshua charged them at that time, saying, “Cursed be the man before the LORD who rises up and builds this city Jericho; he shall lay its foundation with his firstborn, and with his youngest he shall set up its gates.”
27 So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout all the country. [Ya think?]
So, why do we care about Rahab? First, for me, it is because we can relate to her—we have sinned and we are looking forward to the future fulfillment of our salvation. I love that God saved a sinner (imagine that)! #ThatsWhatHeDoes
Secondarily, we care about Rahab because she married a man named Salmon. Then, they had a son named Boaz. Boaz married Ruth (from the book of Ruth) and they had a son named Obed. Obed married and had a son named Jesse. Jesse married and had eight sons—and the youngest was named David. You see, David was an ancestor of Jesus—and so was Rahab.
Salmon (& Rahab) → Boaz (& Ruth) → Obed → Jesse → David → . . . → Jesus
Hebrews 11 (the faith chapter) gives more airtime to Rahab (Hebrews 11:30-31) than it does to David and Solomon. James uses Rahab as an example of someone who is justified by her works (i.e., her works showed/illustrated that her faith was real in James 2:24-26). What did she do? She hid God’s men. She did not preach a sermon, live as a missionary, or give great amounts of money. She simply used what she had for God and His purposes. God is calling us to do the same today.
David Guzik: Consider that she was a pagan sinner in a city and culture wholly given over to the worship of false gods and immorality, with no previous contact with the word of God or the things of God. What is your excuse?
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Yesterday is not important because you can only use today (if you have been a prostitute, today is more important than the past in God’s economy)
2. Use what you have for God and watch God work with it (He can do more than you think)
3. Never underestimate what God can do with someone that appears to be unsavable/unusable (Can you imagine a less likely candidate to be a trophy of God’s mercy and grace than Rahab?)
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Your past does not limit what God can do with your today (or your tomorrows)
2. Open up your home to God’s people (I bet your place is better than Rahab’s place)
3. Never look down on a Rahab (she was mentioned eight times in Scripture—and that is more than I am mentioned)
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