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The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: The Church is Born
This is our fifth five-week series in the New Testament. So far, we have looked at The Early Years of Jesus, The Teachings of Jesus, the Miracles of Jesus, and The Final Days of Jesus.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	November 20
	The Day of Pentecost
	Acts 2:1-4
	Acts 2
	Jim Fleming

	November 27
	Growth and Persecution
	Acts 4:1-4
	Acts 3-4
	Lori Drake

	December 4
	The First Martyr
	Acts 7:59-60
	Acts 6:8-8:8
	Jim Fleming

	December 11
	Sharing the Word
	Acts 8:34-35
	Acts 8:26-40
	Terry Bolden

	December 18
	Good News for All
	Acts 10:34-35
	Acts 10:1-11:18
	Jim Fleming



The Church is Born: The Day of Pentecost
Review: Pentecost
Pentecost is rooted in the Old Testament and means the 50th day. David Guzik: The Day of Pentecost was a Jewish feast held fifty days after Passover. It was a time to celebrate the firstfruits of the harvest. Jews call it the Festival of Weeks or Shavuot. It occurs in late May or early June.
Preview: A Messy Start
When we think of church, we typically think of a structured worship service with an order of worship. However, the first, ‘church service,’ involved flaming tongues, miracles, a long sermon by a first-time preacher, no songs, a confused audience, and 3,000 conversions. I love the way God starts things.
Key thought: We are partners with God in the advancement of the Gospel
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 2 (Author = Luke)
Coming of the Holy Spirit
1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all [Acts 1:15 says that this group comprised about 120 people: the disciples, Jesus’ mother Mary, Jesus’ brothers, the women that followed and supported Jesus in His ministry, and others] with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire [this reminds me of John the Baptist’s prophecy in Matthew 3:11], and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues [languages], as the Spirit gave them utterance.
The Crowd’s Response
5 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. 6 And when this sound occurred [the rushing wind sound was loud enough for many to hear], the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language [the original text gives no room for new languages, unknown languages, or prayer languages]. 7 Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, “Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? [Longenecker: Galileans had difficulty pronouncing gutturals and had the habit of swallowing syllables when speaking; so they were looked down upon by the people of Jerusalem as being provincial.] 8 And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.” 12 So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “Whatever could this mean?”
13 Others mocking said, “They are full of new wine.” [The early church’s first impression: drunkenness]
Peter’s Sermon
14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them [Stop and see the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ—it can take a hasty and rash man like Simon Peter and turn him into a preacher of the Gospel. The great gift on this day was the Holy Spirit—not the gift of languages. The Holy Spirit changes things.], “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words. [David Guzik: On the Day of Pentecost, Peter didn't teach as the rabbis in his day usually did. They would gather disciples around them, sit down, and instruct them and any others who might listen. Instead, Peter proclaimed the truth like a herald.] 15 For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day [9 am (Spanglish reference)]. 16 But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God,
That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; [David Guzik: Before, the Holy Spirit was given in drops, now He would be poured forth.]
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
Your young men shall see visions,
Your old men shall dream dreams.
18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants
I will pour out My Spirit in those days;
And they shall prophesy.
19 I will show wonders in heaven above
And signs in the earth beneath:
Blood and fire and vapor of smoke.
20 The sun shall be turned into darkness,
And the moon into blood,
Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD.
21 And it shall come to pass
That whoever calls on the name of the LORD
Shall be saved.’ [Joel 2:28-32—Peter makes Joel’s words about Jesus]
[Peter now shifts gears and gets to the main point of this sermon: Jesus Christ] 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know— 23 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it. 25 For David says concerning Him:
‘I foresaw the LORD always before my face,
For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken.
26 Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad;
Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope.
27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades,
Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.
28 You have made known to me the ways of life;
You will make me full of joy in Your presence.’ [Psalm 16:8-11—Peter makes David’s words about Jesus]
29 “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead [Gospel part 1: death] and buried [Gospel part 2: burial], and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God has raised up [Gospel part 3: resurrection], of which we are all witnesses [post-Gospel need 1: witnesses]. 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear [post-Gospel need 2: evidence].
34 “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself:
‘The LORD said to my Lord,
“Sit at My right hand,
35 Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”’ [Psalm 110:1—Peter again makes David’s words about Jesus]
36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart [they realized they were guilty], and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” [David Guzik: It is fascinating to see what an incredible work of the Holy Spirit happened here. Peter offered absolutely no invitation, merely a declaration of truth, but the listeners themselves gave the invitation! The miracle of languages merely opened the door for the preaching of the Gospel—the focus is not on the miracle of the languages, it is on the miracle of the Holy Spirit and the power of the Gospel.]
38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call [that is us].”
A Vital Church Grows
40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” [Observations about this first sermon: (1) Multiple Scripture texts were used, (2) Great boldness was shown, (3) It was interactive, and (4) It was long] 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them [Remember back to the story of the giving of the Law when Moses came down the mountain: 3,000 died that day due to the rebellion associated with the Golden Calf—this is the same God, but He is using a different method of engagement (shekhinah glory vs Holy Spirit) and is drawing men to Him]. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine [teaching] and fellowship [living], in the breaking of bread [remembering], and in prayers [praying]. 43 Then fear came upon every soul [fearing], and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need [sharing/giving].
46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple [worshiping], and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church [growing] daily [the Gospel is for every day of the week] those who were being saved.
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. Jesus provides the salvation
2. The Spirit provides the power
3. The church provides the witnesses and the evidence
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Tell people about Jesus’ provision
2. Be filled with the Holy Spirit
3. Be a witness and the evidence of the Gospel
4. 

The Church is Born: Growth and Persecution
Preview: The Name
We all have names. Our names serve as identification. In the Jewish faith, names reveal insight into a person’s nature, attributes, or ancestry. Names are often chosen based on their meanings: Isaac (laughter), Esau (hairy), and Jacob (supplanter).
There are times when we claim that our names have worth. If I tell someone to go to a store that I frequently shop at, and say, “Tell them that Lori sent you,” my assumption is that mentioning my name will reap some reward: a discount or a free item. Typically it just means that the checkout person will say, “Oh yeah, I know her,” and go on her merry way, but my delusion remains—that my name is worth something. I believe that merely saying my name can accomplish something good.
There is a name that truly does have worth. A name that is, “above every name.” It carries with it ultimate authority. It is authority. It can be said that Scripture is true or that it is truth. It can be said that God is loving, or that He is love. Jesus’ name does not merely have authority—it is authority.
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 3-4 (Author = Luke)
Acts 3
A Lame Man Healed
1 Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour [3 pm—9 hours from sunrise]. 2 And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful [made of, “fine Corinthian brass,” other temples were typically silver and gold], to ask alms [donation to the poor] from those who entered the temple; 3 who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked for alms [in the imperfect tense, meaning this was repeatedly asked; what he truly needed, money could not buy: salvation and healing]. 4 And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, “Look at us.” 5 So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive something from them [What was he expecting to receive? Money]. 6 Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 7 And he [Peter] took him by the right hand and lifted him up [demonstrates how confident Peter was that healing would take place], and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 8 So he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with them—walking, leaping, and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God. 10 Then they knew that it was he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.



	The (Lame) Man in the Mirror

	Lame Man
	Your Name Here

	Lame from the womb
	Born into a sinful nature (Romans 3:23)
(when we are born, we know nothing but sin)

	Outside the temple
	Separated from God (Romans 6:23)

	Gift of healing* (he knew he needed this)
	Gift of salvation (Romans 6:23b)

	Healed by grace (he did not know he needed this)
	Saved by grace (Ephesians 2:8)

	Public profession*
	Public profession*


*healing: the man asked for money, not healing. How often do we think we know what we need, and get frustrated with God that we do not receive it?
*Lame = leaping, walking, jumping, going into the temple; Me = baptism/Communion/church involvement
Preaching in Solomon’s Portico
11 Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the porch which is called Solomon’s, greatly amazed. 12 So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people [spiritual light bulb went off!]: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob [His audience was Jewish], the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go. 14 But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer [What murderer? Barabbas] to be granted to you, 15 and killed the Prince of life [play on words?], whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses. [Peter’s message is convicting. They needed to realize what they had done, in order to realize what they needed. You do not seek treatment until you know you are sick. The knowledge of sin comes before the blessing of redemption.] 16 And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all [I got nothing].
17 “Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance [agnoia = lack of knowledge, especially of divine things; moral blindness], as did also your rulers [Luke 23:34b: Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. A sin done in ignorance is still a sin]. 18 But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. [Warren Wiersbe: The prophets had foretold the sufferings and death of the Messiah, and the nation fulfilled these prophecies without realizing what they were doing. When God cannot rule, He overrules and always accomplishes His divine purposes and decrees.] 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out [individual repentance], so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord [national repentance yielding the return of Christ], 20 and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, 21 whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things [millennial kingdom], which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. 22 For Moses truly said to the fathers, ‘The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who will not hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.’ [Deuteronomy 18: Moses was thought of by Jews to be the greatest prophet. A prophet, “like Moses,” would be the Messiah. Not only did they not hear Him, they crucified Him!] 24 Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have also foretold these days. 25 You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ [You, of all people, should not have missed this!] 26 To you first [the Jews], God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.” [Peter brings it back to a personal message of repentance for each individual: trusting in Jesus and turning away from iniquity]
We have focused on the lame man and the audience, but now let us look at Peter and John. As they are going to the temple, they notice, speak to, and eventually heal an undeserving man. They perform this miracle in the name of Jesus, taking no credit for themselves. They continue into the temple with the healed man in tow. Next, Peter throws down a sermon, which yields a couple thousand converts. Peter and John have demonstrated willingness, boldness, obedience, and humility. Peter and John followed the Lord in full obedience. So what would you expect to happen next? What do we as believers expect to happen when we do something, “for the Lord”? Good results? Praise? Blessing? On some level, don’t we usually expect some sort of, “atta boy,” from God when we do something for the sake of the gospel, or for the sake of His Name? Yes, but a major shift in the narrative occurs here: persecution instead of blessing.
Acts 4
Peter and John Arrested
1 Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple [magistrate], and the Sadducees [a group that did not believe in the resurrection of the dead] came upon them, 2 being greatly disturbed [grieved, annoyed, troubled, displeased, worked up] that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they laid hands on them, and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. [It was against Jewish law to have trials at night. Brian Smith: Do either of those contexts determine the character of God? Because God is just as good, and just as gracious, and just as merciful and just as holy and just as all the things we proclaim Him to be when we celebrate His good things and He’s all of those things when trial comes. . . . He is still who He is. Our circumstance does not dictate the character and the nature of God.] 4 However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand [the church continues to grow: 3,000 at Pentecost; 2,000 after healing of the lame man].
Addressing the Sanhedrin
5 And it came to pass, on the next day, that their rulers, elders, and scribes [the Sanhedrin: 71 members, the “Supreme Court”], 6 as well as Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the family of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem [Peter and John were standing trial before the Sanhedrin—the very council who had previously condemned Jesus to death. Peter and John knew the potential consequences.]. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they asked [imperfect tense], “By what power or by what name have you done this?”
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel: 9 If we this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made well, 10 let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. 11 This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ [Psalm 118:22] 12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved [the same word used for “made well” in Acts 4:9 is used for “must be saved” in Acts 4:12: sozo: The name of Jesus can easily provide both physical and spiritual healing].”
The Name of Jesus Forbidden
13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus. 14 And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it [Denying the miracle meant denying the healed man; Affirming the miracle meant affirming the message]. 15 But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves [How did Luke know about the Sanhedrin’s private conversations? Peter and John were preaching to Saul/Paul.], 16 saying, “What shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a notable miracle has been done through them is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But so that it spreads no further among the people, let us severely threaten them, that from now on they speak to no man in this name [Hindsight show us that the “threats” merely spurred the apostles on].”
18 So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. 20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” 21 So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way of punishing them, because of the people, since they all glorified God for what had been done [they could try and silence Peter and John, but they could not silence the crowd]. 22 For the man was over forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been performed.
Prayer for Boldness
23 And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice [singular] to God with one accord [Music/Sing Off: Multiple voices combining in matching pitch and tone. The harmony of the church results from (relies on, is made perfect by, depends on, thrives on, has to have) . . . the influence of (direction of, presence of, indwelling of) . . . the Holy Spirit. When we do not have the Holy Spirit, it sounds like chaos, but He makes our chaos harmonious.] and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, 25 who by the mouth of Your servant David have said:
‘Why did the nations rage,
And the people plot vain things?
26 The kings of the earth took their stand,
And the rulers were gathered together
Against the LORD and against His Christ.’ [Psalm 2]
27 “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. [Guzik: Because they saw their circumstances in light of God’s Word, they could recognize that the wrath of man never operated outside of the sphere of God’s control. Scripture’s prophecy brought the comfort of God’s sovereignty. This was a comfort to the early church.]29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word [In other words, “Bring it on!”], 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” [Signs and wonders can get attention, but the Word of God saves. Peter still had to preach the Gospel even though the lame man was healed.]
31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.
Sharing in All Things
32 Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common [People > Possessions]. 33 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all. 34 Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need. [This scenario of radical giving is unique to the early church, where many new converts were out of towners and now homeless. The sharing and giving did eventually get out of hand, resulting in poverty later on in the church. Paul’s epistles laid out giving parameters to protect the people and the church.]
36 And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, 37 having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. [A spirit of giving and generosity should be evident of God’s people to a watching world]
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. God wants to use my testimony
2. God wants to use my voice
3. God wants to use my church
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Know it
2. Speak it
3. Live it


The Church is Born: The First Martyr
Review
So far in our study of Acts, Peter preached a sermon and 3,000 people were saved, persecution arises, Peter preaches another sermon and 2,000 more people are saved, and more persecution arises.
A small segment of Scripture that we did not cover is in Acts 6 where the apostles set aside men to help them serve all of the new believers (Christianity went from 120 people to 5,120 people in a matter of a few weeks and tactically, the apostles needed help).
One of the men they chose to help was a man named Stephen. Today’s text most likely occurs just a few months after the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Preview: More Sermons?
For some reason, God loves to work through sermons. In the early church, this vehicle was used powerfully by the Holy Spirit to convict men and women of sin and build the kingdom. In today’s text, we see a different reaction to a sermon, though, in that the one delivering the sermon is killed for his faith—Stephen becomes the church’s first martyr.
Key thought: God’s Word + Holy Spirit = great power
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 6:8-8:8 (Author = Luke)
Acts 6
Stephen Accused of Blasphemy
8 And Stephen, full of faith and power [do not miss the importance of this phrase as it is the underpinning for the entire text today], did great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then there arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen [Roman Jews who hung around after being freed] (Cyrenians, Alexandrians [Egyptians], and those from Cilicia [where Saul/Paul was from] and Asia [modern-day Turkey]), disputing with Stephen. 10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke [the Spirit was the reason for the irresistibility, not Stephen’s brilliance—the same is true today]. 11 Then they secretly induced men to say [like last week, Luke may have known this because of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit or because Saul/Paul may have been one of those men; additionally, notice how many parallels there are between Jesus’ life and Stephen’s life], “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him, seized him, and brought him to the council. 13 They also set up false witnesses who said, “This man does not cease to speak blasphemous words against this holy place and the law; 14 for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses delivered to us.” 15 And all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the face of an angel [the Greek word for angel means messenger, which is exactly what Stephen was—a messenger].
Acts 7
Stephen’s Address: The Call of Abraham
1 Then the high priest said, “Are these things so?” [This appears to be a yes/no question, but Stephen responds with 1,236 words. Stephen was ready to talk about Jesus. When listening to this sermon, do not focus on the actions of the leaders, focus on the following three things: (1) God’s faithfulness, (2) Israel’s rejections, and (3) the overall actions of the nation of Israel, because that is where Stephen is going with the history lesson.]
2 And he said, “Brethren and fathers, listen: The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘Get out of your country and from your relatives, and come to a land that I will show you.’ 4 Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from there, when his father was dead, He moved him to this land in which you now dwell. 5 And God gave him no inheritance in it, not even enough to set his foot on. But even when Abraham had no child, He promised to give it to him for a possession, and to his descendants after him. 6 But God spoke in this way: that his descendants would dwell in a foreign land, and that they would bring them into bondage and oppress them four hundred years. 7 ‘And the nation to whom they will be in bondage I will judge,’ said God, ‘and after that they shall come out and serve Me in this place.’ 8 Then He gave him the covenant of circumcision; and so Abraham begot Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot the twelve patriarchs.
The Patriarchs in Egypt
9 “And the patriarchs, becoming envious, sold Joseph into Egypt. But God was with him 10 and delivered him out of all his troubles, and gave him favor and wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house. 11 Now a famine and great trouble came over all the land of Egypt and Canaan, and our fathers found no sustenance. 12 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first. 13 And the second time Joseph was made known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family became known to the Pharaoh. 14 Then Joseph sent and called his father Jacob and all his relatives to him, seventy-five people. 15 So Jacob went down to Egypt; and he died, he and our fathers. 16 And they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham bought for a sum of money from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem.
God Delivers Israel by Moses
17 “But when the time of the promise drew near which God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt 18 till another king arose who did not know Joseph. 19 This man dealt treacherously with our people, and oppressed our forefathers, making them expose their babies, so that they might not live. 20 At this time Moses was born, and was well pleasing to God; and he was brought up in his father’s house for three months. 21 But when he was set out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him away and brought him up as her own son. 22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds.
23 “Now when he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren, the children of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended and avenged him who was oppressed, and struck down the Egyptian. 25 For he supposed that his brethren would have understood that God would deliver them by his hand, but they did not understand. 26 And the next day he appeared to two of them as they were fighting, and tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brethren; why do you wrong one another?’ 27 But he who did his neighbor wrong pushed him away, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Do you want to kill me as you did the Egyptian yesterday?’ 29 Then, at this saying, Moses fled and became a dweller in the land of Midian, where he had two sons.
30 “And when forty years had passed, an Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire in a bush, in the wilderness of Mount Sinai. 31 When Moses saw it, he marveled at the sight; and as he drew near to observe, the voice of the Lord came to him, 32 saying, ‘I am the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses trembled and dared not look. 33 ‘Then the LORD said to him, “Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground. 34 I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt; I have heard their groaning and have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.”’
35 “This Moses whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’ is the one God sent to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the Angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36 He brought them out, after he had shown wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and in the wilderness forty years.
So far, Stephen is just recounting the facts and has really provided no commentary. That now changes.
Israel Rebels Against God
37 “This is that Moses who said to the children of Israel, ‘The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear.’ [Stephen is talking about Jesus]
38 “This is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the Angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, the one who received the living oracles to give to us, 39 whom our fathers would not obey, but rejected. And in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make us gods to go before us; as for this Moses who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 41 And they made a calf in those days, offered sacrifices to the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands [much like the modern-day Jews of that day were rejoicing in the temple and not the God of the temple]. 42 Then God turned and gave them up to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the Prophets:
‘Did you offer Me slaughtered animals and sacrifices during forty years in the wilderness,
O house of Israel?
43 You also took up the tabernacle of Moloch,
And the star of your god Remphan,
Images which you made to worship;
And I will carry you away beyond Babylon.’
God’s True Tabernacle
44 “Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He appointed, instructing Moses to make it according to the pattern that he had seen, 45 which our fathers, having received it in turn, also brought with Joshua into the land possessed by the Gentiles, whom God drove out before the face of our fathers until the days of David, 46 who found favor before God and asked to find a dwelling for the God of Jacob. 47 But Solomon built Him a house.
48 “However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands, as the prophet says:
49 ‘Heaven is My throne,
And earth is My footstool.
What house will you build for Me? says the LORD,
Or what is the place of My rest?
50 Has My hand not made all these things?’
Israel Resists the Holy Spirit
51 “You stiff-necked [stubborn, headstrong, obstinate (reminds me of The Shawshank Redemption—“How can you be so obtuse?”)] and uncircumcised in heart and ears! [Stephen uses the same language that God uses to describe Israel in the Old Testament (see Exodus 32:9, Jeremiah 9:26, and Deuteronomy 10:16)] You always resist [to fall upon, run against, to be adverse, oppose, and strive against] the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you [remember, he is talking to the Jewish elite—the Sanhedrin]. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers [How do you think the judge and jury are going to rule if you call them traitors and murderers? Not good for you], 53 who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it.” [David Guzik: Stephen's message is essentially twofold. First, God is no respecter of places. That is, though the temple was a wonderful gift from God, it was wrong to overemphasize it as “the house of God.” Second, Israel is guilty of what they have always been guilty of: Rejecting God’s messengers.]
Stephen the Martyr
54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart [this was an effective sermon, but only the Holy Spirit can cause man’s words to cut someone to the heart], and they gnashed [bit him repeatedly] at him with their teeth [Where else in the Bible is gnashing of teeth mentioned?]. 55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, 56 and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing [Why was Jesus standing and not sitting?] at the right hand of God!”
57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with one accord [Notice the different use of, “one accord,” here than in the five prior times it has been used in Acts—the enemies of Christ rail against His servants with one accord, but we are to be in one accord with each other and God]; 58 and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul [who later, after being converted, would be called Paul]. 59 And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. [David Guzik: If Stephen fell asleep, the church had to wake up. William Sanford LaSor: If there had been any rose-colored optimism about quickly winning the Jewish people to their Messiah, that was gone. The Church could not expect triumph without a bloody battle.]
Acts 8
Saul Persecutes the Church
1 Now Saul [Acts 7 ends and you might not be sure which side Saul is on. Acts 8 quickly clarifies that] was consenting [pleased with the outcome] to his death. [In Acts 26 when testifying before Agrippa, Paul says that he voted for the deaths of believers (Stephen may have been one of them)]
At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him.
3 As for Saul, he made havoc [to affix a stigma to, to dishonor, spot, defile, to treat shamefully or with injury, to ravage, devastate, ruin] of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison.
Christ Is Preached in Samaria
4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching [technically this word does not mean preaching, it means evangelizing or spreading] the word [Tying this concept of spreading the Gospel back to Stephen’s sermon, listen to this quote by David Guzik: The whole idea behind a permanent, stationary temple is “you come to me.” This is why Israel, though they were a light to the nations, mainly thought in terms of the world coming to them for salvation. Through the church, God would show a different heart: “I will come to you,” including the Gentiles.]. 5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 6 And the multitudes with one accord [here it is again] heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 And there was great joy in that city.
Here is the progression through this text: signs/wonders → persecution → preaching → conviction → martyrdom → persecution → preaching → miracles → healing → joy
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. God likes to use sermons
2. Persecution will come
3. It all ends in joy
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Be ready to hear sermons (what if we prepared to hear as much as the preacher prepared to deliver?)
2. Be ready to receive persecution
3. Be ready to experience joy


The Church is Born: Sharing the Word
Preview: Unsung Hero
In Acts 8:26-40, we have the story of Philip and the conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch. Philip was a soul-winner. He had a focus on God and God’s calling on his life. This Philip is not the Apostle, but the deacon. He was called to be a deacon in this new concept called the church: called to serve tables. Serving tables is not a very noble calling, is it? God takes those who are faithful in the small things and often uses them to do great things in the eyes of men. It does not matter what you are doing, if you are doing it for the Lord, be faithful! Hudson Taylor: Small things are small things, but faithfulness with a small thing is a big thing. We just recently learned that Joshua was called to lead the children of Israel after forty years of serving as Moses’ aide. One of his jobs during this time was to hold up physically the arms of Moses during a battle, because Moses was tired. Does that sound very glamorous? Maybe God will or will not call you to do something big. Regardless of what God is going to do, let me encourage you to be faithful (Hebrews 11:6: But without faith it is impossible to please Him). Being faithful is “big” in the eyes of God.
We have something from Matthew 28 and Mark 16 that we call the Great Commission. It is a command to go and preach the Gospel. The Great Commission is a call for all of us, not just those in the ministry. In this sense, we are all evangelists. By Acts 8, our friend Phil is an evangelist and through his teaching/preaching and many throughout Samaria are being saved, baptized, called, and churches are beginning throughout her villages. That means more spiritual leaders, more deacons, and more servants are being called and used. Phil’s ministry is what we would call successful and thriving. Which of us does not want the Acts 8:5-25 experience? We all want God to use us in a big way. In a very short time, Phil does not just have three campuses, but dozens. God is growing His church exponentially through the obedience of Phil. This is exciting stuff!
Key thought: Phillip effectively shows us how to share our faith
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 8:26-40 (Author = Luke)
Christ Is Preached to an Ethiopian
Then comes Acts 8:26. With all the excitement, activity, growth, salvations, and baptisms . . . 26 Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. [The Holy Spirit, through Luke’s writing, does not want you to miss this. God calls Phil from the thriving, vibrant, growing ministry in a big metropolitan area to the backside of the desert. There is literally nothing on this road. I have been here. This area is pure desert. No towns. No people. Very little traffic. Not even any trees or vegetation. The Holy Spirit wants Phil to do what? Why? God does not always work the way we expect Him to. Phil is so successful. In our eyes yes, but Philip was successful in part because he was obedient and faithful. Without the humble attitude of obedience and faith, would, “Philip the deacon,” have been, “Philip the evangelist?” Would, “Philip the church member,” even have been, “Philip the deacon?” This is a testimony of how important it is to be obedient and faithful at cleaning tables, picking up trash, choir attendance, nursery duty, parking lot security, Awanas, etc. I often wonder how many, “Philip the evangelists,” do we have in our midst? Potentially, this is every one of us! In Acts 8:27, we understand why Philip had many of the “successes” that he did.] 27 So he arose and went. [It was just that simple to our friend Phil. No arguments. No complaints. No, “but God.” Did God’s plan make sense? Put yourselves in Phil’s sandals. From a limited, human perspective, this makes no sense. Wouldn’t Phil be able to reach more people, disciple more people, and grow God’s church faster, by staying in Samaria? But God said, “Go,” and Philip went. And you know what happened? Then, the backside of the desert, turned into a harvest field.] And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. [This was just one man in the middle of nowhere. But God! Don’t you love those words? In his country, he might have been someone important, but outside his country this man would have been a nobody. Perhaps unimportant to most, but God has a heart for people (2 Peter 3:9: The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance). Philip had the same heart. That is why he was there. That should be a challenge to each of us. Do we have the heart of God? The heart of a soul-winner? Because God love people enough to send His Son to die for them and us. Now in our story, we don’t know what happened in this man’s life that brought him to this point, but he was ready for harvest. There may have been a lot of seed planters before now—maybe friends, family, or total strangers that had the faithfulness and obedience to tell him what he needed to hear. The Bible tells us that some plant, some harvest, some water, and Philip was ready to be whatever tool God needed, whenever God wanted to use him. The fact of the matter is planting and harvesting can sometimes get dirty. That is what deters a lot of people from going. But our friend Phil was ready and willing to do what it takes. He understood its importance. Do we? Personally, I need to see souls saved. I don’t have to personally win them, but I want to. The greatest emotional moment for me in church is during baptisms. Why is that? Because, I know someone just made a commitment about their future about eternity. I know heaven rejoices and so we ought to rejoice.] 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.”
30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. [This is not one of the dirty times I mentioned earlier. Phil had a wide open door here. There will always be some open and some closed doors. We do not know which ones those will be, so it becomes part of the faithful’s job to try each and every door. Tell everyone! I am sure that Phil’s successful ministry in Samaria had many literal and figurative doors that were shut in his face. Earlier passages in this chapter even show us one such occurrence of strong opposition. However, here the door is open for Phil and he walks right in—no dragging of feet, no making sure this is the will of God, just obedience. When our hearts are in the right place and we are walking close with God, we can expect God to open doors. We ought to expect open doors. Sometimes being obedient and serving God is just that easy!] 32 The place in the Scripture which he read was this:
“He was led as a sheep to the slaughter;
And as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
So He opened not His mouth.
33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away,
And who will declare His generation?
For His life is taken from the earth.”

34 So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. [Wow! Was that a softball thrown to Philip or what? Most believers, even new believers, could probably read this passage and say, “Well, of course, this is about Jesus.” It is like finding someone leaning over the edge of a swimming pool on a 90 degree day, sweating, saying, “I am so hot. What should I do?” It would not take much to give them a push and say, “Enjoy!” God had led this Ethiopian to the point of yearning, seeking, spending much money (his trip and personal scroll of Isaiah would have cost plenty) to find the truth. He was seeking the Messiah and had his, “Bible,” open to a prophecy about Jesus and here comes Phil. Was this an accident or divine providence? God is looking for faithful servants to be ready and willing to say, “It is Jesus!”]
Our problem is we all have to get past our fears and lean on faith in what God has done and what He is doing right now. If you don’t have the answer, so what? As a fairly new believer and someone excited about who God is and what He is doing, I had a friend who was so interested about my excitement and would ask me lots of questions. I didn’t have a clue about the answers, so my normal answer was, “I will find out.” I didn’t have a clue how to look it up for myself. I eventually said why don’t you come and ask my pastor. Guess what? She got saved! I didn’t do anything really, but who cares? Someone else was given a new home crafted by the Great Architect!
I have found God always uses you exactly where you are. If you are a newborn Christian, He can use you without a four-year degree in soul-winning. He will probably use your excitement and testimony of what He has already done in your life. You can share what has happened to you and how God has impacted your life. If you are sharing what God has done in your life, how effective of an argument will it be for someone else to respond, “No, He has not!” When I started really taking an interest in reaching people, I was so nervous that I couldn’t remember any scriptures. What I did was decide to only remember Romans 3 (I initially kept forgetting the verse). I would read Romans 3:10, 23: As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one. . . . For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Beside these verses I would write the next verse to turn to and so on. I would just turn to and read the verse I wrote, all of which was in the book of Romans (this sequence of verses are called the Romans Road, but I did not even know that at the time). To my surprise, I found people who knew less about God and the Bible than I did. God provided opportunities (when I was willing to be used) for me to share where people were genuinely interested. In addition, as I stay obedient and faithful, He continues to give me opportunities to share.
Years later, after much study and an earned degree in Bible, I still could make no headway with my grandfather who was instrumental in raising me and whom I love and respected greatly. Then, he went to the hospital with the fear of possible tuberculosis. After years of testimonies, prayers, tracts, prayers, strong urging, and prayers, I found myself standing in the hospital at his bedside, pleading with God to give me an opening, an opportunity. None came. When it was time for me to go and no apparent open door was available, I swallowed my pride and asked, “Has this made you think about what would happen if you die?” He replied, “Quite a bit.” I realized I had been waiting for God to move and He had been waiting for me to do the same. I had no Bible, but having many verses memorized at this time in my life, I took this opportunity to share some as he enthusiastically listened. My thought was this was going to continue to be difficult. I told him that we are all sinners and to my surprise he said, “I have always known that.” After I picked my jaw up off of the floor, I said that the Bible says there is a penalty for sin, but because God loves us so much He sent His son to die (to pay that penalty) for you and me. Again he responded with, “I have always believed that.” The thought crossed my mind that he was just pacifying me and agreeing—merely going through the motions. Then, I quoted him Romans 10:9, 13 (look it up) and asked, “Have you ever asked God to forgive you? Have you acknowledged your faith in His work? Have you ever asked Him to be a part of your life?” He responded, “I never knew I had to.” All of these years he was so close on the precipice of decision, but it wasn’t God’s time. I said, “Would you like to pray and ask Him right now?” He said, “Yes. Very much so!” At the age of 84, my grandfather accepted Christ as his Savior. Praise His holy name!
36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?”
37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.”
And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. [When someone accepts Christ, they are forever changed (2 Corinthians 5:17b: Old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new). Most often there is a perceivable difference, an action or reaction that says, “Yes. They just accepted Christ.” In the case of my grandfather, it turned out that he had cancer. He was released from the hospital a couple weeks later, but I didn’t get to see him again. The cancer overcame him and God took him home two months after he made a profession. What I found out though, is that he had a “What hinders me from being baptized?” moment. He was a lifelong alcoholic with a habit of about five to six beers a day, couple glasses of wine with dinner, and usually some before and after dinner drinks. I only once saw him drunk, but drinking was a part of his life. That is what he and his friends did. What I didn’t know until later is that after being released from the hospital, he came home and got rid of every bit of his large supply of liquor. He didn’t have to. The doctor never said anything. He just told his family and friends, “It doesn’t taste right.” That was his perceivable change moment, which God may very well have meant just for me. When people are saved, you should see a difference because God makes a difference!] 39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea. [What just happened? It is almost like the event with the eunuch never happened. Did anyone see it? Did the eunuch make an impact back in Ethiopia? Did his lifestyle change? We do not know any of this. But we know Philip went back to his job of preaching in the cities, and most likely the eunuch went back to his job for the queen. Beyond the joy and changes we probably will not see this side of heaven, many of us who obediently tell others, will not have it alter our lives much. Our friend Phil never got a calling to go to Ethiopia. He went right back where he left off, doing exactly what God called him to do. Reading these verses and preparing this lesson brought back memories to me of those I have either witnessed to or actually led to the Lord. However, I have no clue what has happened to them or where they are now.]
The act of telling people about Jesus may not have a major impact on the direction of your life, but I firmly believe that the act of not telling someone—the lack of faith to do so—as an act of disobedience in obeying the Great Commission, can drastically alter your life.
Apply (What is the point?)
1. God uses you where you are
2. God uses the knowledge you have
3. God is looking for obedience and faithfulness
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Are you walking with God? Get closer. Get in His Word. Remember, He is looking for obedience and faith.
2. Do you have a heart for souls? If not, pray for one! Find the heart of God. Develop the heart of God. He loves people!
3. Are you active in telling others? If not, get active! Remember, you don't have to have all the answers. God only requires one step at a time.
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The Church is Born: Good News for All
Review
Beginning with Abraham in the Old Testament, the construct is that God is with a particular people and in a particular place. The construct is not that God is with all peoples at all time. The temple was built to house the glory and the presence of God. Occasionally, missionaries would be sent out (they were called prophets) to other nations (Jonah preaching to the Ninevites is an example of this). However, the normal construct was God is here and if you want to experience Him, you have to come here too.
When Jesus came, the concept of God with us was consistent with the Old Testament concept. However, when Jesus died, was buried, and rose again, He left us with the Holy Spirit and this was different—this was not present in the Old Testament. God being stationary was present in the Old Testament. God being in us consistently for the remainder of our lives is a new thing this is good news because we have the power and presence of God with us wherever we go.
Preview: “Us” Redefined
The book of Acts is the transition period from the stationary construct of God to the mobile construct of God. Acts 10-11 illustrates this shift.
We see the apostles begin to understand that things are now different and it takes them a while to get it. Remember that we are still very early on in the history of the church. Simon Peter (the big-name apostle in today’s story) is just now coming to grips with the idea that the gospel is for everyone.
Now, to Simon Peter’s credit, once he gets it he got that everything changes. Everyone is now a possible convert. Jesus came for everyone. We will continue to see this in the writings of the apostles and the authors of the New Testament.
God loves everyone and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit shows this new framework that God is now working in: the gospel is for everyone.
The result of this meeting between Peter and Cornelius was to clarify a fundamental truth about God’s Good News: salvation through Jesus Christ is for everyone, not just a select group of insiders. The Kingdom of Heaven is open to all who believe in Jesus Christ (Acts 10:43).
Key thought: The church welcomes all who believe
[image: ]Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 10:1-11:18 (Author = Luke)
Acts 10
Cornelius Sends a Delegation
1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian Regiment, 2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always. 3 About the ninth hour of the day [3:00 pm of day one] he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius!”
4 And when he observed him, he was afraid, and said, “What is it, lord?” [notice the lower-case, ‘l,’ indicating that this is someone Cornelius is subject to, but this is not God]
So he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa [30+ miles south], and send for Simon whose surname is Peter. 6 He is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea. He will tell you what you must do.” 7 And when the angel who spoke to him had departed, Cornelius called two of his household servants and a devout soldier from among those who waited on him continually. 8 So when he had explained all these things to them, he sent them to Joppa. [Cornelius was obedient]
Peter’s Vision
9 The next day [day two], as they went on their journey and drew near the city, Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour [noon]. 10 Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made ready, he fell into a trance 11 and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at the four corners, descending to him and let down to the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air. 13 And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”
14 But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean.” [Peter was an obedient Jew who held to the dietary constraints of the Old Testament, but when Jesus came, His sacrifice overcame the bonds of the Law and set the Jews free from it. It is generally a bad idea to start a sentence with, “No, Lord.”]
15 And a voice spoke to him again the second time, “What God has cleansed you must not call common.” 16 This was done three times [which almost implies that Peter said no a second time]. And the object was taken up into heaven again.
Summoned to Caesarea
17 Now while Peter wondered within himself what this vision which he had seen meant [How hard would this be to understand? Peter, you can eat anything now.], behold, the men who had been sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon’s house, and stood before the gate [still day two]. 18 And they called and asked whether Simon, whose surname was Peter, was lodging there.
19 While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are seeking you. 20 Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent them.”
21 Then Peter went down to the men who had been sent to him from Cornelius, and said, “Yes, I am he whom you seek. For what reason have you come?”
22 And they said, “Cornelius the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and has a good reputation among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon you to his house, and to hear words from you.” 23 Then he invited them in and lodged them.
On the next day [day three] Peter went away with them, and some brethren from Joppa accompanied him. [Do not miss this: I love how the New Testament saints just trusted each other and were constantly traveling around with each other—they almost never did anything alone]
Peter Meets Cornelius
24 And the following day [day four] they entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them, and had called together his relatives and close friends [again, notice the gatherings]. 25 As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I myself am also a man [i.e., do not worship me because I am like you].” 27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found many who had come together. 28 Then he said to them, “You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean [phase one: Peter sees value in those that are not like him]. 29 Therefore I came without objection as soon as I was sent for. I ask, then, for what reason have you sent for me?”
30 So Cornelius said, “Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your alms are remembered in the sight of God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and call Simon here, whose surname is Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. When he comes, he will speak to you.’ [This is an almost word-for-word retelling of Acts 10:4-6] 33 So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come. Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.” [What a beautiful attitude to bring with you to hear from God—“we are all present . . . to hear all the things”]
Preaching to Cornelius’ Household
34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality [there are serious ramifications from this statement: phase two: all men are created equal, all men are loved by God, and the gospel is for everyone]. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. 36 The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all— 37 that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 39 And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree. 40 Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42 And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”
The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. 45 And those of the circumcision [Jews] who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues [languages] and magnify God.
Then Peter answered, 47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days.
Acts 11
Peter Defends God’s Grace
1 Now the apostles and brethren who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of God. 2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those of the circumcision [Jews] contended with him, 3 saying, “You went in to uncircumcised men and ate with them!” [i.e., you broke the teachings of the modern-day religious leaders—remember that Jesus was accused of the same]
4 But Peter explained it to them in order from the beginning, saying: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object descending like a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came to me. 6 When I observed it intently and considered, I saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘Not so, Lord! For nothing common or unclean has at any time entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered me again from heaven, ‘What God has cleansed you must not call common.’ 10 Now this was done three times, and all were drawn up again into heaven. 11 At that very moment, three men stood before the house where I was, having been sent to me from Caesarea. 12 Then the Spirit told me to go with them, doubting nothing. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 And he told us how he had seen an angel standing in his house, who said to him, ‘Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon whose surname is Peter, 14 who will tell you words by which you and all your household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit [Peter is beginning to connect the teachings of his Rabbi with the work of the Holy Spirit].’ 17 If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?”
18 When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.” [YES! YES! YES! We get life, too! Don’t you see? This changes everything! Phase three: the apostles got it here—now they understood why Jesus ate with sinners and hung out with outcasts—because Jesus came for them too. Jesus came for us!]
Since the gospel is for everyone, our challenge is to be as inclusive as we can
Apply (What is the point?)
1. One man’s obedience helped to change church history
2. Some passages do not make sense in isolation and require some ‘soak/meditation’ time
3. There were theological deficiencies in the disciples early on—this series looks at the birth of the church and Acts records all of the first steps, dirty diapers, spilled milk, and first words
4. The gospel is for EVERYONE
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Be obedient to the Word of God in your life
2. Meditate on the more difficult passages and give the Holy Spirit time to work and illuminate
3. Be open to have your theology tweaked by the Word of God
4. See everyone as savable and share with everyone because the gospel is for everyone
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