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The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: The Judges
This is our sixth five-week series in the Old Testament. So far, we have looked at In the Beginning, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, The Story of Joseph, Moses and the Exodus, and the Law and the Land. Now we shift to the Judges.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	January 18
	Israel’s Disobedience
	Judges 2:11-12
	Judges 2:6-3:6
	Jim Fleming

	January 8
	Deborah Leads Israel
	Judges 4:4-5
	Judges 4-5
	Jim Fleming

	January 15
	Gideon Defeats the Midianites
	Judges 7:7
	Judges 6-7
	Jim Fleming

	January 22
	Samson Defeats the Philistines
	Judges 16:29-30
	Judges 13-16
	Barry Cole

	January 29
	The Story of Ruth
	Ruth 4:13-17
	Ruth 1-4
	Lori Drake



Assuming a literal interpretation of Bible dates, the following timeline is close:

For the first 2,500 years of the world’s history, the patriarchs received revelation from God passed it on orally. In 1450 BC, the Law is given. After Moses and Joshua pass off the scene, judges administer leadership for Israel. The judges bridge the leadership gap between Moses and Joshua and the kings.
The Judges: Israel’s Disobedience
Preview: Endangered Species
When Joshua and the elders who outlived him died (Judges 2:7), a depressing cycle in Israel’s history began (Judges 2:10-19). The Israelites turned away from God, worshiped idols, and experienced disaster. Then, in desperation, they cried to God and he raised up leaders (judges here, kings and prophets later) to save them. However, the cycle of obedience and disobedience happened repeatedly.
Key thought: Every generation matters (and has an impact for good or for evil)
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Judges 2:6-3:6 (Author = Samuel?)
Judges 2
6 And when Joshua had dismissed the people, the children of Israel went each to his own inheritance to possess the land.
Death of Joshua
7 So the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua [meaning Joshua passed the baton on to them], who had seen all the great works of the LORD which He had done for Israel. 8 Now Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died when he was one hundred and ten years old. 9 And they buried him within the border of his inheritance at Timnath Heres, in the mountains of Ephraim, on the north side of Mount Gaash. 10 When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the LORD nor the work which He had done for Israel. [Why did they not know the Lord? Perhaps because they did not see the miracles, perhaps because their parents did not tell them about Him, perhaps because they consciously rejected Him—the text does not tell us]
Israel’s Unfaithfulness
11 Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served the Baals [BAH-als; crivoice.org: Worship of Ba’al involved imitative magic, the performance of rituals, including sacred prostitution, which were understood to bring vitality to Ba’al in his struggle with Mot [another god]. It takes little imagination to see the connection between the human sexual act and rain watering the earth to produce fruit. . . . Contrary to how some statements in the biblical traditions are often understood, the problem that faced Israel through most of its history was not that the people totally abandoned Yahweh for the worship of Ba‘al. Rather the problem was syncretism, the blending of Yahweh worship with Ba’al worship. Baal worship would continue in Israel for another 800+ years.]; 12 and they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt; and they followed other gods from among the gods of the people who were all around them, and they bowed down to them; and they provoked the LORD to anger. 13 They forsook the LORD and served Baal and the Ashtoreths [Baal was the male, Ashtoreth was the female—the plural shows up because there was a belief that there was a Baal for each area and an Ashtoreth for each area]. 14 And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel. So He delivered them into the hands of plunderers who despoiled them; and He sold them into the hands of their enemies all around, so that they could no longer stand before their enemies. 15 Wherever they went out, the hand of the LORD was against them for calamity, as the LORD had said, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And they were greatly distressed. [David Guzik: God’s response to Israel’s forsaking of Him is no surprise; He specifically promised that He would do this in the covenant He made with Israel, which was characterized by blessings for obedience and cursing for disobedience (Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28)]
This paragraph is a summary of the book of the Judges. 16 Nevertheless, the LORD raised up judges [judges, governors, vindicators, punishers, heroic leaders] who delivered [saved, delivered, gave victory to] them out of the hand of those who plundered them. 17 Yet they would not listen to their judges, but they played the harlot [explicit unfaithfulness] with other gods, and bowed down to them. They turned quickly from the way in which their fathers walked, in obeying the commandments of the LORD; they did not do so. 18 And when the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge and delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; for the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who oppressed them and harassed them. 19 And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they reverted and behaved more corruptly than their fathers, by following other gods, to serve them and bow down to them. They did not cease from their own doings nor from their stubborn way.
20 Then the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and He said, “Because this nation has transgressed My covenant which I commanded their fathers, and has not heeded My voice, 21 I also will no longer drive out before them any of the nations which Joshua left when he died, 22 so that through them I may test Israel, whether they will keep the ways of the LORD, to walk in them as their fathers kept them, or not.” 23 Therefore the LORD left those nations, without driving them out immediately; nor did He deliver them into the hand of Joshua.
Judges 3
The Nations Remaining in the Land
1 Now these are the nations which the LORD left, that He might test Israel by them, that is, all who had not known any of the wars in Canaan 2 (this was only so that the generations of the children of Israel might be taught to know war, at least those who had not formerly known it), 3 namely, five lords of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites who dwelt in Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal Hermon to the entrance of Hamath. 4 And they were left, that He might test Israel by them, to know whether they would obey the commandments of the LORD, which He had commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. [Disobedience led to several hundred years of testing]
5 Thus the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 6 And they took their daughters to be their wives, and gave their daughters to their sons; and they served their gods.
Generations:
Moses (mostly God) → Joshua (served God) → Elders (served God) → Children (mixed worship)
David Guzik: The continual cycle makes us less and less confident of man; but more and more impressed with the mercy and grace of God.
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Passing the baton is two-fold (receiving and passing)
2. Passing the baton must continue forever (skipping a generation can have epically bad implications)
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Clearly identify a person who is passing you a baton and clearly identify a person to whom you are passing a baton
2. My faith will help to define my children’s faith (for good or for bad)
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The Judges: Deborah Leads Israel
Preview: Girl Power
Deborah is the only female judge in the Bible. Another hero of this story is Jael, a young woman who had the smarts and the guts to eliminate the enemy commander. Deborah says and does what God has told her (Judges 4:6-7, 14) and it has a powerful effect. A theme in this passage is that courage is not limited by gender.
Key thought: Heroes encourage others to obey God
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Judges 4-5 (Author = Samuel?)
Judges 4
Deborah
1 When Ehud [Othniel was the first judge, Ehud was the second judge, Shamgar (not shamwow) was the third judge, and Deborah was the fourth judge] was dead, the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LORD. 2 So the LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. The commander of his army was Sisera, who dwelt in Harosheth Hagoyim. 3 And the children of Israel cried out to the LORD; for Jabin had nine hundred chariots of iron [the Old Testament equivalent of stealth bombers], and for twenty years he had harshly oppressed the children of Israel.
4 Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, was judging Israel at that time. 5 And she would sit under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the mountains of Ephraim. And the children of Israel came up to her for judgment [David Guzik: The Bible tells us of several other prophetesses: Miriam (Exodus 15:20), Huldah (2 Kings 22:14), Anna (Luke 2:36), and Philip’s four daughters (Acts 21:8-9)]. 6 Then she sent and called for Barak the son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “Has not the LORD God of Israel commanded, ‘Go and deploy troops at Mount Tabor; take with you ten thousand men of the sons of Naphtali and of the sons of Zebulun; 7 and against you I will deploy Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his multitude at the River Kishon; and I will deliver him into your hand’?” [Deborah is challenging this general of Israel (Barak) to do what God has already told him to do. Notice that she is always respectful and always encouraging him to do what God told him to do. David Guzik: Often it is assumed that Deborah’s rise to authority was because of a lack of male leadership. Barak doesn’t seem to be all he should be, yet we have no indication that he failed to do something God told him to do in taking leadership.]
8 And Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, then I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go!” [Can everyone clearly see that we need a hero here?]
9 So she said, “I will surely go with you; nevertheless there will be no glory for you in the journey you are taking, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” Then Deborah arose and went with Barak to Kedesh. 10 And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali [two of the twelve tribes] to Kedesh; he went up with ten thousand men under his command, and Deborah went up with him.
11 Now Heber the Kenite, of the children of Hobab the father-in-law of Moses, had separated himself from the Kenites and pitched his tent near the terebinth tree at Zaanaim, which is beside Kedesh.
12 And they reported to Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor. 13 So Sisera gathered together all his chariots, nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the people who were with him, from Harosheth Hagoyim to the River Kishon.
14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Up! For this is the day in which the LORD has delivered Sisera into your hand. Has not the LORD gone out before you?” [Encouraging him to obey God] So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with ten thousand men following him. 15 And the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and all his army with the edge of the sword before Barak; and Sisera alighted from his chariot and fled away on foot. 16 But Barak pursued the chariots and the army as far as Harosheth Hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not a man was left. [So how did Israel defeat those chariots of iron? Chariots of iron are heavy and do not work well in the mud. God sent lots and lots of rain.]
17 However, Sisera had fled away on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite; for there was peace between Jabin king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 18 And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said to him, “Turn aside, my lord, turn aside to me; do not fear.” And when he had turned aside with her into the tent, she covered him with a blanket.
19 Then he said to her, “Please give me a little water to drink, for I am thirsty.” So she opened a jug of milk, gave him a drink, and covered him. 20 And he said to her, “Stand at the door of the tent, and if any man comes and inquires of you, and says, ‘Is there any man here?’ you shall say, ‘No.’”
21 Then Jael, Heber’s wife, took a tent peg and took a hammer in her hand, and went softly to him and drove the peg into his temple, and it went down into the ground; for he was fast asleep and weary. So he died [Duh! David Guzik: In those days, customarily it was the job of the women to set up the tents; it shouldn't surprise us that Jael was handy with a tent peg.]. 22 And then, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said to him, “Come, I will show you the man whom you seek.” And when he went into her tent, there lay Sisera, dead with the peg in his temple.
David Guzik: Of course, there is no defending the treachery of Jael. She broke her promise to Sisera and killed a man that her own husband had made peace with. But, God even used her treachery to accomplish His purposes. Surely, Sisera deserved to die; he fought against God's people. . . . But this does not excuse Jael’s personal sin. She will have to answer for it. The lesson for us is important—God can make even the evil of man serve His purposes: Surely the wrath of man shall praise You (Psalm 76:10a). Yet, that never diminishes the personal responsibility of the one doing the evil. Judas’ betrayal of Jesus served the eternal purpose of God, yet he still had to answer for that evil deed.
23 So on that day God subdued Jabin king of Canaan in the presence of the children of Israel. 24 And the hand of the children of Israel grew stronger and stronger against Jabin king of Canaan, until they had destroyed Jabin king of Canaan.
Judges 5
The Song of Deborah
1 Then Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam sang on that day, saying: [a great song that you should read a few times this week]
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2 “When leaders lead in Israel,
     When the people willingly offer themselves,
     Bless the LORD!
3 “Hear, O kings! Give ear, O princes!
     I, even I, will sing to the LORD;
     I will sing praise to the LORD God of Israel.
4 “LORD, when You went out from Seir,
     When You marched from the field of Edom,
     The earth trembled and the heavens poured,
     The clouds also poured water;
5 The mountains gushed before the LORD,
     This Sinai, before the LORD God of Israel.
6 “In the days of Shamgar, son of Anath,
     In the days of Jael,
     The highways were deserted,
     And the travelers walked along the byways.
7 Village life ceased, it ceased in Israel,
     Until I, Deborah, arose,
     Arose a mother in Israel.
8 They chose new gods;
     Then there was war in the gates;
     Not a shield or spear was seen among forty thousand in Israel.
9 My heart is with the rulers of Israel
     Who offered themselves willingly with the people.
     Bless the LORD!
10 “Speak, you who ride on white donkeys,
     Who sit in judges’ attire,
     And who walk along the road.
11 Far from the noise of the archers, among the watering places,
     There they shall recount the righteous acts of the LORD,
     The righteous acts for His villagers in Israel;
     Then the people of the LORD shall go down to the gates.
12 “Awake, awake, Deborah!
     Awake, awake, sing a song!
     Arise, Barak, and lead your captives away,
     O son of Abinoam!
13 “Then the survivors came down, the people against the nobles;
     The LORD came down for me against the mighty.
14 From Ephraim were those whose roots were in Amalek.
     After you, Benjamin, with your peoples,
     From Machir rulers came down,
     And from Zebulun those who bear the recruiter’s staff.
15 And the princes of Issachar were with Deborah;
     As Issachar, so was Barak
     Sent into the valley under his command;
     Among the divisions of Reuben
     There were great resolves of heart.
16 Why did you sit among the sheepfolds,
     To hear the pipings for the flocks?
     The divisions of Reuben have great searchings of heart.
17 Gilead stayed beyond the Jordan,
     And why did Dan remain on ships?
     Asher continued at the seashore,
     And stayed by his inlets.
18 Zebulun is a people who jeopardized their lives to the point of death,
     Naphtali also, on the heights of the battlefield.
19 “The kings came and fought,
     Then the kings of Canaan fought
     In Taanach, by the waters of Megiddo;
     They took no spoils of silver.
20 They fought from the heavens;
     The stars from their courses fought against Sisera.
21 The torrent of Kishon swept them away,
     That ancient torrent, the torrent of Kishon.
     O my soul, march on in strength!
22 Then the horses’ hooves pounded,
     The galloping, galloping of his steeds.
23 ‘Curse Meroz,’ said the angel of the LORD,
     ‘Curse its inhabitants bitterly,
     Because they did not come to the help of the LORD,
     To the help of the LORD against the mighty.’
24 “Most blessed among women is Jael,
     The wife of Heber the Kenite;
     Blessed is she among women in tents.
25 He asked for water, she gave milk;
     She brought out cream in a lordly bowl.
26 She stretched her hand to the tent peg,
     Her right hand to the workmen’s hammer;
     She pounded Sisera, she pierced his head,
     She split and struck through his temple.
27 At her feet he sank, he fell, he lay still;
     At her feet he sank, he fell;
     Where he sank, there he fell dead.
28 “The mother of Sisera looked through the window,
     And cried out through the lattice,
     ‘Why is his chariot so long in coming?
     Why tarries the clatter of his chariots?’
29 Her wisest ladies answered her,
     Yes, she answered herself,
30 ‘Are they not finding and dividing the spoil:
     To every man a girl or two;
     For Sisera, plunder of dyed garments,
     Plunder of garments embroidered and dyed,
     Two pieces of dyed embroidery for the neck of the looter?’
31 “Thus let all Your enemies perish, O LORD!
     But let those who love Him be like the sun
     When it comes out in full strength.”

So the land had rest for forty years.

Apply (What is the point?)
1. Courage is not limited by gender
2. Heroes encourage others to obey God
3. God will use anything to accomplish His plan
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. God wants to use everyone
2. Who am I encouraging to obey God?
3. Recognize God’s hand at all times

The Judges: Gideon Defeats the Midianites
Review: Rollercoaster Religion and Casserole Creeds
Last week we looked at both the eclectic and cyclical nature of Israel’s behavior during the time of the judges. Judges 2:16-19 summarizes the pattern that we will see repeatedly in Judges: 16 Nevertheless, the LORD raised up judges [judges, governors, vindicators, punishers, heroic leaders] who delivered [saved, delivered, gave victory to] them out of the hand of those who plundered them. 17 Yet they would not listen to their judges, but they played the harlot [explicit unfaithfulness] with other gods, and bowed down to them. They turned quickly from the way in which their fathers walked, in obeying the commandments of the LORD; they did not do so. 18 And when the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge and delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; for the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who oppressed them and harassed them. 19 And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they reverted and behaved more corruptly than their fathers, by following other gods, to serve them and bow down to them. They did not cease from their own doings nor from their stubborn way.
Preview: How Can I Be Sure?
In today’s lesson, we meet Gideon—an initially reluctant hero. Gideon is famous for his request for signs from God to confirm God’s message (some things never change). Gideon is like the Colombo of the Old Testament judges—constantly asking God questions and wanting one more thing from Him. The real hero of the story of Gideon, though, is (as usual) God. His generous mercy, His unrelenting love, and His beautiful longsuffering steal the show in this passage.
Key thought: Even though He uses men to accomplish His purpose, God is the hero of the Bible
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Judges 6-7 (Author = Samuel?)
Judges 6
Midianites Oppress Israel
1 Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD delivered [gave, put, set] them into the hand of Midian for seven years, 2 and the hand of Midian prevailed [was strong] against Israel. Because of the Midianites, the children of Israel made for themselves the dens, the caves, and the strongholds which are in the mountains. 3 So it was, whenever Israel had sown, Midianites would come up; also Amalekites and the people of the East would come up against them. 4 Then they would encamp against them and destroy the produce of the earth as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep nor ox nor donkey. 5 For they would come up with their livestock and their tents, coming in as numerous as locusts; both they and their camels were without number; and they would enter the land to destroy [spoil, ruin, morally pervert, corrupt] it. 6 So Israel was greatly impoverished [laid low—the opposite being high and proud (the implication is that they were humbled)] because of the Midianites, and the children of Israel cried out to the LORD [David Guzik: Even through Israel cried out to the Lord, they didn't really know that they were the problem. Crying out to God for help does not always mean we have recognized our sin or repented.].
7 And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried out to the LORD because of the Midianites, 8 that the LORD sent a prophet [Who was this prophet? Are you willing to go unaccredited in God’s big, beautiful plan of redemption?] to the children of Israel, who said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I brought you up from Egypt and brought you out of the house of bondage; 9 and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of all who oppressed you, and drove them out before you and gave you their land. 10 Also I said to you, “I am the LORD your God; do not fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell.” But you have not obeyed My voice.’” [Notice how an unnamed prophet shows up in the period of the judges. Note: while academics and teachers attempt to draw clean lines between the periods of the patriarchs, the judges, the kings, and the prophets, the line is actually very fuzzy.]
Gideon
11 Now the Angel of the LORD [Jesus—this is another theophany (an Old Testament appearance of Jesus)] came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite [one of Manasseh’s sons—firmly Jewish], while his son Gideon [hewer—meaning one who cuts things down] threshed wheat in the winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites [Picture this scene in your mind and ask, “Does this look like a hero?”]. 12 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, “The LORD is with you, you mighty [strong] man of valor [literally, ‘you strong army man’; I love how God believes in us before we believe in ourselves—perspective will do that]!”
13 Gideon said to Him, “O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? [Question/request #1] And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ [Question/request #2] But now the LORD has forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites [Who really had forsaken whom?].”
14 Then the LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent you? [This question implies Gideon has been previously called and has not yet risen to the occasion—similar to the account of Deborah and Barak last week]”
15 So he [Gideon] said to Him, “O my Lord, how can I save Israel? [Question/request #3] Indeed my clan [family; literally, it means, ‘mine (of the thousands of families)’] is the weakest in Manasseh [tribe], and I am the least in my father’s house.” [These objections remind me of Moses’ objections to the Angel of the Lord back in Exodus]
16 And the LORD said to him, “Surely I will be with you [this sounds like God’s response to Moses—God is wholly and completely consistent], and you shall defeat the Midianites as one man.”
17 Then he said to Him, “If now I have found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign [sign, signal, token, ensign, standard, miracle, proof; God’s Word is proof enough] that it is You who talk with me [Question/request #4]. 18 Do not depart from here, I pray, until I come to You and bring out my offering and set it before You [Question/request #5].”
And He said, “I will wait until you come back.”
19 So Gideon went in and prepared a young goat, and unleavened bread from an ephah of flour. The meat he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot; and he brought them out to Him under the terebinth tree and presented them. 20 The Angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread and lay them on this rock, and pour out the broth.” And he did so [finally, obedience without question!].
21 Then the Angel of the LORD put out the end of the staff that was in His hand, and touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and fire rose out of the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. And the Angel of the LORD departed out of his sight. [Boom—there is your proof!]
22 Now Gideon perceived that He was the Angel of the LORD [Ya’ think?]. So Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord GOD! For I have seen the Angel of the LORD face to face.”
23 Then the LORD said to him, “Peace be with you; do not fear, you shall not die.” [Remember that most people’s first reaction to seeing either an angel or God in the Old Testament is extreme fear. Gideon did not experience that fear first—he experienced that last, so now he needs the encouragement not to fear.] 24 So Gideon built an altar there to the LORD, and called it The-LORD-Is-Peace. To this day [the day that Judges was written] it is still in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.
25 Now it came to pass the same night that the LORD said to him, “Take your father’s young bull, the second bull of seven years old, and tear down the altar of Baal that your father has, and cut down the wooden image[many altars erected to false gods had sacred trees that were nearby that had inscriptions in them] that is beside it; 26 and build an altar to the LORD your God on top of this rock in the proper arrangement, and take the second bull and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the image which you shall cut down.” [I think Gideon wanted to test God. I also think God wanted to test Gideon. God tells Gideon to throw out the casserole. This is a beautiful example of the ‘put-off-put-on’ principle taught in Ephesians 4:20-24] 27 So Gideon took ten men from among his servants and did as the LORD had said to him [no questions]. But because he feared his father’s household and the men of the city too much to do it by day, he did it by night [not yet heroic, but obedient nonetheless].
Gideon Destroys the Altar of Baal
28 And when the men of the city arose early in the morning, there was the altar of Baal, torn down; and the wooden image that was beside it was cut down, and the second bull was being offered on the altar which had been built. 29 So they said to one another, “Who has done this thing?” And when they had inquired and asked, they said, “Gideon the son of Joash has done this thing.” [How did they know this?] 30 Then the men of the city said to Joash, “Bring out your son, that he may die, because he has torn down the altar of Baal, and because he has cut down the wooden image that was beside it.”
31 But Joash said to all who stood against him, “Would you plead for Baal? Would you save him? Let the one who would plead for him be put to death by morning! If he is a god, let him plead for himself, because his altar has been torn down! [Finally, a wise perspective about gods]” 32 Therefore on that day he called him [Gideon] Jerubbaal, saying, “Let Baal plead against him, because he has torn down his altar.”
33 Then all the Midianites and Amalekites, the people of the East, gathered together; and they crossed over and encamped in the Valley of Jezreel. 34 But the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon [this is key—when the man of God is filled with the Spirit of God and intends to do the will of God]; then he blew the trumpet, and the Abiezrites gathered behind him. 35 And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh, who also gathered behind him. He also sent messengers to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali [other tribes in Israel]; and they came up to meet them [Gideon is looking more and more like a hero. Small steps of obedience will strengthen your faith.].
The Sign of the Fleece
36 So Gideon said to God, “If You will save Israel by my hand as You have said— 37 look, I shall put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor; if there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know that You will save Israel by my hand, as You have said.” [Question/request #6] 38 And it was so. When he rose early the next morning and squeezed the fleece together, he wrung the dew out of the fleece, a bowlful of water. 39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me, but let me speak just once more [Colombo behavior—Gideon had previously told God that the first test would be enough, but Gideon went back on his word]: Let me test, I pray, just once more with the fleece; let it now be dry only on the fleece, but on all the ground let there be dew.” [Question/request #7] 40 And God did so that night. It was dry on the fleece only, but there was dew on all the ground. [God responded to all seven of Gideon’s questions/requests. This is the last thing Gideon asked of God.]
Judges 7
Gideon’s Valiant Three Hundred
1 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him [we find out in a minute that 32,000 men came] rose early and encamped beside the well of Harod, so that the camp of the Midianites [we know from Judges 8 that there were 135,000 enemies present] was on the north side of them by the hill of Moreh in the valley.
2 And the LORD said to Gideon, “The people who are with you are too many for Me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel claim glory for itself against Me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ 3 Now therefore, proclaim in the hearing of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and afraid [trembling], let him turn and depart at once from Mount Gilead.’” And twenty-two thousand of the people returned, and ten thousand remained [69% of those that came went home].
4 But the LORD said to Gideon, “The people are still too many [Sometimes God’s mathematical analysis does not make sense to us]; bring them down to the water, and I will test them for you there. Then it will be, that of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,’ the same shall go with you; and of whomever I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ the same shall not go.” 5 So he brought the people down to the water [obedience without question]. And the LORD said to Gideon, “Everyone who laps from the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set apart by himself; likewise everyone who gets down on his knees to drink.” 6 And the number of those who lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was three hundred men; but all the rest of the people got down on their knees to drink water. [Confession time: I would have put my hand to my mouth—what does that tell you about these men?] 7 Then the LORD said to Gideon, “By the three hundred men who lapped I will save you [God did not use the 99%, He used the 1%], and deliver the Midianites into your hand. Let all the other people go, every man to his place.” 8 So the people took provisions and their trumpets in their hands. And he sent away all the rest of Israel, every man to his tent, and retained those three hundred men. Now the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.
9 It happened on the same night that the LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have delivered it into your hand. 10 But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah [bough—like a branch] your servant, 11 and you shall hear what they say; and afterward your hands shall be strengthened to go down against the camp.” Then he went down with Purah his servant to the outpost of the armed men who were in the camp [meaning Gideon was still afraid]. 12 Now the Midianites and Amalekites, all the people of the East, were lying in the valley as numerous as locusts; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the seashore in multitude. [Camels were important because camels allowed the soldiers to travel quickly across the battlefield and Israel had no camels]
13 And when Gideon had come, there was a man telling a dream to his companion. He said, “I have had a dream: To my surprise, a loaf of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian; it came to a tent and struck it so that it fell and overturned, and the tent collapsed.”
14 Then his companion answered and said, “This is nothing else but the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel! Into his hand God has delivered Midian and the whole camp.” [David Guzik: Barley bread was the bread of the very poor; the vision means that the camp of the Midianites will be knocked over by a humble nobody]
15 And so it was, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, that he worshiped. He returned to the camp of Israel, and said, “Arise, for the LORD has delivered the camp of Midian into your hand.” 16 Then he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet [a ram’s horn—I personally would have preferred a sword or a shield or a spear] into every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and torches inside the pitchers. 17 And he said to them, “Look at me and do likewise [this is 100% pure leadership—do what I do]; watch, and when I come to the edge of the camp you shall do as I do: 18 When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then you also blow the trumpets on every side of the whole camp, and say, ‘The sword of the LORD and of Gideon!’” [Psalm 20:7: Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; But we will remember the name of the LORD our God. David Guzik: There is no specific mention that God gave Gideon this plan through supernatural revelation. Yet, because Gideon is a Spirit-filled man (Judges 6:34), the supernatural can operate very naturally in his life.]
19 So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outpost of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just as they had posted the watch; and they blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers that were in their hands. 20 Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers—they held the torches in their left hands and the trumpets in their right hands for blowing—and they cried, “The sword of the LORD and of Gideon!” 21 And every man stood in his place all around the camp; and the whole army ran and cried out and fled. 22 When the three hundred blew the trumpets, the LORD set every man’s sword against his companion throughout the whole camp [God caused Israel’s enemies to fight themselves]; and the army fled to Beth Acacia, toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel Meholah, by Tabbath.
23 And the men of Israel gathered together from Naphtali, Asher, and all Manasseh, and pursued the Midianites.
24 Then Gideon sent messengers throughout all the mountains of Ephraim, saying, “Come down against the Midianites, and seize from them the watering places as far as Beth Barah and the Jordan.” Then all the men of Ephraim gathered together and seized the watering places as far as Beth Barah and the Jordan. 25 And they captured two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the winepress of Zeeb. They pursued Midian and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side of the Jordan. [David Guzik: God did the great work through this small number of men; but once the great work had begun, He wanted as many as who could to get involved in the work]
The rest of the story is that Gideon pursues the remainder of Israel’s enemies 150 miles and kills them all too.
Apply (What is the point?)
1. God can handle all of your questions, but at the end of the day, He wants your obedience
2. God can handle all of your fears, but at the end of the day, He wants your obedience
3. God is the real hero and will use whatever is in your hand to fulfill His purposes
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Question, but obey
2. Fear, but obey
3. Use what is in your hand for God
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The Judges: Samson Defeats the Philistines
Preview: Samson, Samson, Samson . . .
Hebrews 11:1, 32-33: 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. . . . 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions
Lesson outline: What Samson had, what Samson did, what Samson lost, and what Samson learned
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Judges 13-16 (Author = Samuel?)
Keep in mind while reading the passage that God desires to free the Israelites from the bondage of the Philistines. He will do this even in spite of Samson’s sin.
Judges 13
The Birth of Samson
1 Again the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD delivered them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years.
2 Now there was a certain man from Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren and had no children. 3 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, “Indeed now, you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. 4 Now therefore, please be careful not to drink wine or similar drink, and not to eat anything unclean. 5 For behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. And no razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.”
6 So the woman came and told her husband, saying, “A Man of God came to me, and His countenance was like the countenance of the Angel of God, very awesome; but I did not ask Him where He was from, and He did not tell me His name. 7 And He said to me, ‘Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. Now drink no wine or similar drink, nor eat anything unclean, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his death.’” [This was a lifetime vow of consecration that was not his decision]
8 Then Manoah prayed to the LORD, and said, “O my Lord, please let the Man of God whom You sent come to us again and teach us what we shall do for the child who will be born.”
9 And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the Angel of God came to the woman again as she was sitting in the field; but Manoah her husband was not with her. 10 Then the woman ran in haste and told her husband, and said to him, “Look, the Man who came to me the other day has just now appeared to me!”
11 So Manoah arose and followed his wife. When he came to the Man, he said to Him, “Are You the Man who spoke to this woman?”
And He said, “I am.”
12 Manoah said, “Now let Your words come to pass! What will be the boy’s rule of life, and his work?”
13 So the Angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “Of all that I said to the woman let her be careful. 14 She may not eat anything that comes from the vine, nor may she drink wine or similar drink, nor eat anything unclean. All that I commanded her let her observe.”
15 Then Manoah said to the Angel of the LORD, “Please let us detain You, and we will prepare a young goat for You.”
16 And the Angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “Though you detain Me, I will not eat your food. But if you offer a burnt offering, you must offer it to the LORD.” (For Manoah did not know He was the Angel of the LORD.)
17 Then Manoah said to the Angel of the LORD, “What is Your name, that when Your words come to pass we may honor You?”
18 And the Angel of the LORD said to him, “Why do you ask My name, seeing it is wonderful?”
19 So Manoah took the young goat with the grain offering, and offered it upon the rock to the LORD. And He did a wondrous thing while Manoah and his wife looked on— 20 it happened as the flame went up toward heaven from the altar—the Angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar! When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell on their faces to the ground. 21 When the Angel of the LORD appeared no more to Manoah and his wife, then Manoah knew that He was the Angel of the LORD.
22 And Manoah said to his wife, “We shall surely die, because we have seen God!”
23 But his wife said to him, “If the LORD had desired to kill us, He would not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering from our hands, nor would He have shown us all these things, nor would He have told us such things as these at this time.”
24 So the woman bore a son and called his name Samson; and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him. 25 And the Spirit of the LORD began to move upon him at Mahaneh Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol.
Samson: The Early Years (from the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia)
Nazarite: a consecrated one
(1) the strictest abstinence from wine and from every product of the vine; 
(2) the keeping of the hair uncut and the beard untouched by a razor; 
(3) the prohibition to touch a dead body; and 
(4) prohibition of unclean food (Judges 13:5-7; Numbers 6, 1 Samuel 1:11)
What Samson Had
Samson had a believing mother with faith (Judges 13:6). Samson had a godly father with fear or respect (Judges 13:19). Gideon’s father built altars to Baal. Samson’s environment was a godly environment.
Judges 14
Samson’s Philistine Wife
1 Now Samson went down to Timnah [a Philistine-controlled land], and saw a woman in Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines. 2 So he went up and told his father and mother, saying, “I have seen a woman in Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife.”
3 Then his father and mother said to him, “Is there no woman among the daughters of your brethren [your tribe/nationality], or among all my people, that you must go and get a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?”
And Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for she pleases me well.” [Samson has not yet broken his Nazarite vow]
4 But his father and mother did not know that it was of the LORD—that He was seeking an occasion to move against the Philistines. For at that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel.
5 So Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother, and came to the vineyards of Timnah.
Now to his surprise, a young lion came roaring against him. 6 And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and he tore the lion apart as one would have torn apart a young goat, though he had nothing in his hand. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done. [Samson is walking down his own path and he has now broken his vow]
7 Then he went down and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson well. 8 After some time, when he returned to get her, he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion. And behold, a swarm of bees and honey were in the carcass of the lion. 9 He took some of it in his hands and went along, eating. When he came to his father and mother, he gave some to them, and they also ate. But he did not tell them that he had taken the honey out of the carcass of the lion. [Samson violates his vow again]
10 So his father went down to the woman. And Samson gave a feast [a drinking feast—a banquet] there, for young men used to do so. 11 And it happened, when they saw him, that they brought thirty companions to be with him. [Samson is getting further and further off the path because he is now hanging out with the uncircumcised Philistines]
12 Then Samson said to them, “Let me pose a riddle to you. If you can correctly solve and explain it to me within the seven days of the feast, then I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty changes of clothing. 13 But if you cannot explain it to me, then you shall give me thirty linen garments and thirty changes of clothing.”
And they said to him, “Pose your riddle, that we may hear it.”
14 So he said to them:
      “Out of the eater came something to eat,
      And out of the strong came something sweet.”
Now for three days they could not explain the riddle.
15 But it came to pass on the seventh day that they said to Samson’s wife, “Entice your husband, that he may explain the riddle to us, or else we will burn you and your father’s house with fire. Have you invited us in order to take what is ours? Is that not so?”
16 Then Samson’s wife wept on him, and said, “You only hate me! You do not love me! You have posed a riddle to the sons of my people, but you have not explained it to me.”
And he said to her, “Look, I have not explained it to my father or my mother; so should I explain it to you?” 17 Now she had wept on him the seven days while their feast lasted. And it happened on the seventh day that he told her, because she pressed him so much. Then she explained the riddle to the sons of her people. 18 So the men of the city said to him on the seventh day before the sun went down:
      “What is sweeter than honey?
      And what is stronger than a lion?”
And he said to them:
      “If you had not plowed with my heifer,
      You would not have solved my riddle!”
19 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily, and he went down to Ashkelon and killed thirty of their men, took their apparel, and gave the changes of clothing to those who had explained the riddle. So his anger was aroused, and he went back up to his father’s house. 20 And Samson’s wife was given to his companion, who had been his best man.
Judges 15
Samson Defeats the Philistines
1 After a while, in the time of wheat harvest, it happened that Samson visited his wife with a young goat. And he said, “Let me go in to my wife, into her room.” But her father would not permit him to go in.
2 Her father said, “I really thought that you thoroughly hated her; therefore I gave her to your companion. Is not her younger sister better than she? Please, take her instead.”
3 And Samson said to them, “This time I shall be blameless regarding the Philistines if I harm them!” [this is a very poor attempt at self-justification] 4 Then Samson went and caught three hundred foxes; and he took torches, turned the foxes tail to tail, and put a torch between each pair of tails. 5 When he had set the torches on fire, he let the foxes go into the standing grain of the Philistines, and burned up both the shocks and the standing grain, as well as the vineyards and olive groves.
6 Then the Philistines said, “Who has done this?”
And they answered, “Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he has taken his wife and given her to his companion.” So the Philistines came up and burned her and her father with fire.
7 Samson said to them, “Since you would do a thing like this, I will surely take revenge on you, and after that I will cease.” 8 So he attacked them hip and thigh with a great slaughter; then he went down and dwelt in the cleft of the rock of Etam.
9 Now the Philistines went up, encamped in Judah, and deployed themselves against Lehi. 10 And the men of Judah said, “Why have you come up against us?”
So they answered, “We have come up to arrest Samson, to do to him as he has done to us.”
11 Then three thousand men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines rule over us? What is this you have done to us?”
And he said to them, “As they did to me, so I have done to them.”
12 But they said to him, “We have come down to arrest you, that we may deliver you into the hand of the Philistines.”
Then Samson said to them, “Swear to me that you will not kill me yourselves.”
13 So they spoke to him, saying, “No, but we will tie you securely and deliver you into their hand; but we will surely not kill you.” And they bound him with two new ropes and brought him up from the rock.
14 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting against him. Then the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him; and the ropes that were on his arms became like flax that is burned with fire, and his bonds broke loose from his hands. 15 He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey [another dead thing], reached out his hand and took it, and killed a thousand men with it. 16 Then Samson said:
      “With the jawbone of a donkey,
      Heaps upon heaps,
      With the jawbone of a donkey
      I have slain a thousand men!”
17 And so it was, when he had finished speaking, that he threw the jawbone from his hand, and called that place Ramath Lehi.
18 Then he became very thirsty; so he cried out to the LORD [up to this point, we have no indication that Samson has ever made an attempt to talk to God] and said, “You have given this great deliverance by the hand of Your servant; and now shall I die of thirst and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised?” 19 So God split the hollow place that is in Lehi, and water came out, and he drank; and his spirit returned, and he revived. Therefore he called its name En Hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day. 20 And he judged Israel twenty years in the days of the Philistines. [And if their leader behaved this way, imagine how poorly the people behaved]
Samson: The crazy teenage years
· He married a non-believer
· He touched a dead body
· He ate unclean food
· He chose the wrong crowd
· He gambled
· He murdered
· He stole
Samson: The angry middle-aged man
· He was betrayed
· He took revenge
· He murdered
· He hid
· Touched another dead body
· Killed some more
· Took credit
· Kind of prayed
· All this and he still led Israel
What Samson Did
Strayed from his walk. Married a Philistine, a non-believer. Partied, alcohol involved. Touch dead bodies and ate unclean food. Gambled, killed, and stole. At least he still has his hair.
Judges 16
Samson and Delilah
1 Now Samson went to Gaza [a Philistine-controlled land] and saw a harlot there, and went in to her. 2 When the Gazites were told, “Samson has come here!” they surrounded the place and lay in wait for him all night at the gate of the city. They were quiet all night, saying, “In the morning, when it is daylight, we will kill him.” 3 And Samson lay low till midnight; then he arose at midnight, took hold of the doors of the gate of the city and the two gateposts, pulled them up, bar and all, put them on his shoulders, and carried them to the top of the hill that faces Hebron.
4 Afterward it happened that he loved a woman in the Valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah [we are not sure if Delilah was a Philistine or not, but she was able to be controlled by the Philistine lords, so the question is moot]. 5 And the lords of the Philistines came up to her and said to her, “Entice him, and find out where his great strength lies, and by what means we may overpower him, that we may bind him to afflict him; and every one of us will give you eleven hundred pieces of silver.”
6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me where your great strength lies, and with what you may be bound to afflict you.”
7 And Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven fresh bowstrings, not yet dried, then I shall become weak, and be like any other man.”
8 So the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven fresh bowstrings, not yet dried, and she bound him with them. 9 Now men were lying in wait, staying with her in the room. And she said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he broke the bowstrings as a strand of yarn breaks when it touches fire. So the secret of his strength was not known.
10 Then Delilah said to Samson, “Look, you have mocked me and told me lies. Now, please tell me what you may be bound with.”
11 So he said to her, “If they bind me securely with new ropes that have never been used, then I shall become weak, and be like any other man.”
12 Therefore Delilah took new ropes and bound him with them, and said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And men were lying in wait, staying in the room. But he broke them off his arms like a thread.
13 Delilah said to Samson, “Until now you have mocked me and told me lies. Tell me what you may be bound with.”
And he said to her, “If you weave the seven locks of my head into the web of the loom”—
14 So she wove it tightly with the batten of the loom, and said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he awoke from his sleep, and pulled out the batten and the web from the loom.
15 Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not with me? You have mocked me these three times, and have not told me where your great strength lies.” 16 And it came to pass, when she pestered him daily with her words and pressed him, so that his soul was vexed to death, 17 that he told her all his heart, and said to her, “No razor has ever come upon my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If I am shaven, then my strength will leave me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man.” [Even though Samson thought his hair was the source of his strength, God was really the source of his strength]
18 When Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, “Come up once more, for he has told me all his heart.” So the lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought the money in their hand. 19 Then she lulled him to sleep on her knees, and called for a man and had him shave off the seven locks [braids] of his head. Then she began to torment him, and his strength left him. 20 And she said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” So he awoke from his sleep, and said, “I will go out as before, at other times, and shake myself free!” But he did not know that the LORD had departed from him [one of the saddest verses in the entire Bible].
21 Then the Philistines took him and put out his eyes [it can be argued that Samson lost his vision far sooner, though], and brought him down to Gaza. They bound him with bronze fetters, and he became a grinder in the prison. 22 However, the hair of his head began to grow again after it had been shaven.
Samson Dies with the Philistines
23 Now the lords of the Philistines gathered together to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon [a fertility/grain god] their god, and to rejoice. And they said:
      “Our god has delivered into our hands
      Samson our enemy!”
24 When the people saw him, they praised their god; for they said:
      “Our god has delivered into our hands our enemy,
      The destroyer of our land,
      And the one who multiplied our dead.”
25 So it happened, when their hearts were merry, that they said, “Call for Samson, that he may perform for us.” So they called for Samson from the prison, and he performed for them. And they stationed him between the pillars. 26 Then Samson said to the lad who held him by the hand, “Let me feel the pillars which support the temple, so that I can lean on them.” 27 Now the temple was full of men and women. All the lords of the Philistines [their leadership] were there—about three thousand men and women on the roof watching while Samson performed.
28 Then Samson called to the LORD, saying, “O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray! Strengthen me, I pray, just this once, O God, that I may with one blow take vengeance on the Philistines for my two eyes!” 29 And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars which supported the temple, and he braced himself against them, one on his right and the other on his left. 30 Then Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” And he pushed with all his might, and the temple fell on the lords and all the people who were in it. So the dead that he killed at his death were more than he had killed in his life.
31 And his brothers and all his father’s household came down and took him, and brought him up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of his father Manoah. He had judged Israel twenty years.
Samson: The Golden Years
· A prostitute
· Delilah
· He was indifferent
· He was captured and blinded
· He prayed
· He died
What Samson Lost
Samson throughout his life did not appear ever to lead the life you would expect from one specially chosen by God to lead Israel. The Lord focused on Samson continually blessed and strengthened him. Sampson continually lost his focus on God. In the end, Samson did not even realize that he lost the presence of the LORD (Judges 16:20).
What Samson Learned
He realized that he had misused the blessings of the Lord. He realized that he was a sinner (Judges 16:28). He saw that he must repent and asked for forgiveness. He learned that God can and will forgive and restore.
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Samson took advantage of and wasted so many blessings
2. He had a “I can do it alone” attitude
3. His best was not good enough
4. God is the hero
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Understand we are all sinners
2. Never “handle” things alone (recognize God’s presence)
3. It is never too late for forgiveness
When finishing the lesson, my thoughts kept going back to Samson’s parents: his mother and her faith in the Lord and his father who wanted a logical answer to the angel’s message. I was trying to apply this to parents of today and what our children gain from mothers and fathers. Even though I feel that Samson personally succeeded through most of his life, it was covered in his personal failures. However, in the end, he came to understand his spiritual loss. With that thought, I kept going back to Proverbs 22:6: Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.
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The Judges: The Story of Ruth
Preview: Our Story
Two beautiful themes are woven throughout the book of Ruth: one is the theological concept of hesed, which is the sum total of a patient, forever-enduring, loyal, loving-kindness. It is a picture of how God deals with His people—not just with love, but a love that endures through all circumstances and through all eternity. If the entire ocean were filled with God’s “positive” attributes toward His people, the word hesed would be like taking a spoonful of water and saying, “this is the ocean.” All the components of the ocean water would be there, but it would not do justice to vastness . . . to the brevity, depth, and magnitude of the real thing. Through the entire Old Testament, God shows this kind of loving-kindness to His people, and allows His people to show it to each other, and the book of Ruth provides us with examples of both. 
The second theme is God demonstrating providence for His people, and in the book of Ruth, we learn that God’s providential hand is most visible when we choose obedience.
Key thought: Ruth’s story is ultimately our story
	Admirable Attributes

	Boaz
	Ruth

	caring
	loyal

	protector
	faithful

	provider
	hard working

	man of prayer
	respectful

	generous
	obedient

	integrity
	submissive


Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Ruth 1-4 (Author = Unknown)
Ruth 1
Elimelech’s Family Goes to Moab
1 Now it came to pass, in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land [this typically meant that Israel was under God’s judgment—this was a rebellious time for God’s people]. And a certain man of Bethlehem [Irony: “House of Bread”], Judah, went to dwell in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech [“My God is King”], the name of his wife was Naomi [“pleasant”], and the names of his two sons were Mahlon [“sick”] and Chilion [“dying”]—Ephrathites of Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to the country of Moab [an enemy of Israel, fathered by Lot and his eldest daughter] and remained there [Elimelech: instead of dealing with sin, he relocated to avoid death. God’s providential hand is most visible when we choose obedience.]. 3 Then Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was left, and her two sons. 4 Now they took wives of the women of Moab [Not forbidden, but frowned upon. “Unequally yoked”: Moabites worshiped Chemosh, not Yahweh, and could not enter God’s temple. What would your marriage look like if you could not attend church/worship together?]: the name of the one was Orpah [“stubborn”], and the name of the other Ruth [“friend” or “companion”]. And they dwelt there about ten years. 5 Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died; so the woman survived her two sons and her husband. [Ruth’s story and our story: Death  Redeemer  New Life]
Naomi Returns with Ruth
6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had visited His people by giving them bread. [The famine had ended. Naomi’s solution: Go home, return to God’s people. God’s providential hand never left Naomi. God’s providential hand is most visible when we choose obedience.] 7 Therefore she went out from the place where she was, and her two daughters-in-law with her; and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. 8 And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each to her mother’s house. The LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. 9 The LORD grant that you may find rest, each in the house of her husband.” [Many prayers, all prayers are for other people, all prayers are answered by the end of the book]
So she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 10 And they said to her, “Surely we will return with you to your people.”
11 But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Are there still sons in my womb, that they may be your husbands? 12 Turn back, my daughters, go—for I am too old to have a husband [~50 years old]. If I should say I have hope, if I should have a husband tonight and should also bear sons, 13 would you wait for them till they were grown? Would you restrain yourselves from having husbands? No, my daughters; for it grieves me very much for your sakes that the hand of the LORD has gone out against me!” [Have you ever had anger toward, or felt abandoned by, God? She is holding God ultimately responsible for her hardship. Conviction over living in Moab, sadness/grief/depression over burying husband and two sons, and ten years of living away from God’s people (out of fellowship with them). I have shaken my fists at God over much less. Mark Driscoll: There is no suffering, and there is no affliction, and there is no weeping, no mourning, no shedding of tear or darks days for the child of God that is pointless, purposeless and without merit . . . all hardship is used by the Sovereign for His glory and for our good.]
14 Then they lifted up their voices and wept again; and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her [Ruth is loyal].
15 And she said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.”
16 But Ruth said:
      “Entreat me not to leave you,
      Or to turn back from following after you;
      For wherever you go, I will go;
      And wherever you lodge, I will lodge;
      Your people shall be my people,
      And your God, my God. [This is evidence of her conversion from Chemosh to Jehovah. Staying in Moab would mean Christian population: 1. Ruth followed God on blind faith—no burning bush, no signs, no voice from heaven. Pros/Cons List, Con: foreign, woman, homeless, penniless, no father/husband/son, widow, not a virgin. Pro: God. God’s providential hand is most visible when we choose obedience. Ruth is faithful.]
17 Where you die, I will die,
      And there will I be buried.
      The LORD do so to me, and more also,
      If anything but death parts you and me.”
18 When she saw that she was determined to go with her, she stopped speaking to her [Ruth is living out the concept of hesed].
19 Now the two of them went until they came to Bethlehem [~70 miles, a 7-10 day journey; Boaz, AL is 90 miles—so close!]. And it happened, when they had come to Bethlehem, that all the city was excited because of them; and the women said, “Is this Naomi?” [a decade of hardship had affected Naomi’s physical appearance]
20 But she said to them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara [“bitterness”], for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. 21 I went out full, and the LORD has brought me home again empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since the LORD has testified against me, and the Almighty has afflicted me?” [Naomi is angry! Everything in her life is falling apart. She is confiding to God’s people—not just saying, “fine,” and pretending. She has built up a wall of bitterness and resentment that she cannot see past . . . but God can. God’s providential hand is most visible when we choose obedience.]
22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess her daughter-in-law with her, who returned from the country of Moab. Now they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest.
Ruth 2
Ruth Meets Boaz
1 There was a relative of Naomi’s husband, a man of great wealth, of the family of Elimelech. His name was Boaz [“in him is strength”]. 2 So Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Please let me go to the field, and glean heads of grain after him in whose sight I may find favor.” [Gleaning was God’s way of providing for the poor: the first welfare system. The edges of crops and leftovers on the ground were left for the poor to pick up. See Deuteronomy 24:19]
And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.”
3 Then she left, and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers. And she happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. [She may have faced verbal, physical, or sexual abuse before reaching Boaz’s field. Ruth was courageous.]
4 Now behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said to the reapers, “The LORD be with you!”
And they answered him, “The LORD bless you!” [Boaz is caring and engaged with his employees]
5 Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is this?”
6 So the servant who was in charge of the reapers answered and said, “It is the young Moabite woman who came back with Naomi from the country of Moab. 7 And she said, ‘Please let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves.’ So she came and has continued from morning until now, though she rested a little in the house.” [Ruth is hard working]
8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “You will listen, my daughter, will you not? Do not go to glean in another field, nor go from here, but stay close by my young women. 9 Let your eyes be on the field which they reap, and go after them. Have I not commanded the young men not to touch you? [Boaz is a protector] And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink from what the young men have drawn.” [Boaz is a provider. Why would Boaz show such mercy to a foreign woman? His mother was Rahab.]
10 So she fell on her face, bowed down to the ground, and said to him, “Why have I found favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?” [Ruth is respectful]
11 And Boaz answered and said to her, “It has been fully reported to me, all that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband, and how you have left your father and your mother and the land of your birth, and have come to a people whom you did not know before. 12 The LORD repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings [see Ruth 3:9] you have come for refuge.” [Boaz is a man of prayer. Boaz will eventually be the answer to his own prayer. How often do we miss the chance to be the answer to our own prayer? God’s providential hand is most visible when we choose obedience.]
13 Then she said, “Let me find favor in your sight, my lord; for you have comforted me, and have spoken kindly to your maidservant, though I am not like one of your maidservants.”
14 Now Boaz said to her at mealtime, “Come here, and eat of the bread, and dip your piece of bread in the vinegar.” So she sat beside the reapers, and he passed parched grain to her; and she ate and was satisfied, and kept some back. 15 And when she rose up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, “Let her glean even among the sheaves, and do not reproach her. 16 Also let grain from the bundles fall purposely for her; leave it that she may glean, and do not rebuke her.” [Boaz is generous: he goes beyond the requirements of the Law. Boaz is a type of Christ.]
17 So she gleaned in the field until evening, and beat out what she had gleaned, and it was about an ephah of barley. 18 Then she took it up and went into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. So she brought out and gave to her what she had kept back after she had been satisfied.
19 And her mother-in-law said to her, “Where have you gleaned today? And where did you work? Blessed be the one who took notice of you.”
So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked, and said, “The man’s name with whom I worked today is Boaz.”
20 Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he of the LORD, who has not forsaken His kindness to the living and the dead!” And Naomi said to her, “This man is a relation of ours, one of our close relatives.” [These are Naomi’s first few steps out of darkness. She is realizing that God is still very much aware of her situation, now that Ruth “happened to” stumble onto a relative’s field and was shown kindness. God’s providential hand is most visible when we choose obedience. This is that moment when you feel ,“not so forgotten” after all. A kinsman-redeemer was one who bought back. A kinsman-redeemer was someone who could use what God had blessed him with to bless others and to improve their statuses.]
21 Ruth the Moabitess said, “He also said to me, ‘You shall stay close by my young men until they have finished all my harvest.’”
22 And Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his young women, and that people do not meet you in any other field.” 23 So she stayed close by the young women of Boaz, to glean until the end of barley harvest and wheat harvest; and she dwelt with her mother-in-law.
Ruth 3
Ruth’s Redemption Assured
1 Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, shall I not seek security for you, that it may be well with you? 2 Now Boaz, whose young women you were with, is he not our relative? In fact, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. 3 Therefore wash yourself and anoint yourself, put on your best garment and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. [She tells Naomi to get cleaned up since Boaz had only seen her working in the yard. Ladies: How “pretty” do you feel after mowing the yard?] 4 Then it shall be, when he lies down, that you shall notice the place where he lies; and you shall go in, uncover his feet, and lie down; and he will tell you what you should do.” [This is incredibly risky! Moabite/Hebrew, young/old, woman/man, poor/rich, employee/employer]
5 And she said to her, “All that you say to me I will do.” [Ruth is obedient]
6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did according to all that her mother-in-law instructed her. 7 And after Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was cheerful, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain; and she came softly, uncovered his feet, and lay down. [This was kind of like a marriage proposal; not provocative, but an act symbolizing total submission]
8 Now it happened at midnight that the man was startled, and turned himself; and there, a woman was lying at his feet. 9 And he said, “Who are you?”
So she answered, “I am Ruth, your maidservant. Take your maidservant under your wing [see Ruth 2:12], for you are a close relative.” [Ruth is submissive. She wants his provision, his protection, and to be his wife. “Do you want me?” is a throwback to Ruth 2:12. Boaz is the answer to His own prayer. She is placing herself under his “wing,” symbolized by the blanket. How often do we miss the chance to be the answer to our own prayer? Am I being too passive?]
10 Then he said, “Blessed are you of the LORD, my daughter! For you have shown more kindness at the end than at the beginning, in that you did not go after young men, whether poor or rich. 11 And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you request, for all the people of my town know that you are a virtuous [excellence] woman. 12 Now it is true that I am a close relative; however, there is a relative closer than I. 13 Stay this night, and in the morning it shall be that if he will perform the duty of a close relative for you—good; let him do it. But if he does not want to perform the duty for you, then I will perform the duty for you, as the LORD lives! Lie down until morning.” [Boaz has accepted Ruth’s “proposal to propose,” if the “closer relative” rejects the offer. He may want a “romp on the threshing floor,” but he wants to honor the Law, Ruth, and God more. Boaz has integrity. God’s providential hand is most visible when we choose obedience.]
14 So she lay at his feet until morning, and she arose before one could recognize another. Then he said, “Do not let it be known that the woman came to the threshing floor.” 15 Also he said, “Bring the shawl that is on you and hold it.” And when she held it, he measured six ephahs of barley, and laid it on her. Then she went into the city. [Boaz honors Ruth by protecting her reputation. As a woman, I want my man to not only think highly of me, but to want others to think highly of me as well. Ruth begins to wait.]
16 When she came to her mother-in-law, she said, “Is that you, my daughter?”
Then she told her all that the man had done for her. 17 And she said, “These six ephahs of barley he gave me; for he said to me, ‘Do not go empty-handed to your mother-in-law.’”
18 Then she said, “Sit still, my daughter, until you know how the matter will turn out; for the man will not rest until he has concluded the matter this day.” [Imagine Ruth’s torment: either marrying a godly, upright man she trusted, or a complete stranger. Let us not miss the picture of the Gospel here: we (Ruth) come to Christ (Boaz) and ask to be accepted, loved, and redeemed: to be placed under the sovereign protection of His wing. Relying on His “work” to make that happen, because He loves us that much.]
Ruth 4
Boaz Redeems Ruth
1 Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there; and behold, the close relative of whom Boaz had spoken came by. So Boaz said, “Come aside, friend, sit down here.” So he came aside and sat down. 2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat down. 3 Then he said to the close relative, “Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, sold the piece of land which belonged to our brother Elimelech. 4 And I thought to inform you, saying, ‘Buy it back in the presence of the inhabitants and the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know; for there is no one but you to redeem it, and I am next after you.’”
And he said, “I will redeem it.” [This relative was easily swayed at the prospect of profitable land]
5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also buy it from Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to perpetuate the name of the dead through his inheritance.”
6 And the close relative said, “I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I ruin my own inheritance. You redeem my right of redemption for yourself, for I cannot redeem it.” [He was unwilling to share his inheritance between his own children and any children he would have with Ruth. Boaz approaches this situation so that we see that he is a shrewd businessperson.]
7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging, to confirm anything: one man took off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was a confirmation in Israel.
8 Therefore the close relative said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself.” So he took off his sandal. 9 And Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses this day that I have bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, from the hand of Naomi. 10 Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, I have acquired as my wife, to perpetuate the name of the dead through his inheritance, that the name of the dead may not be cut off from among his brethren and from his position at the gate. You are witnesses this day.” [God’s providential hand is most visible when we choose obedience.]
11 And all the people who were at the gate, and the elders, said, “We are witnesses. The LORD make the woman who is coming to your house like Rachel and Leah, the two who built the house of Israel; and may you prosper in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 12 May your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring which the LORD will give you from this young woman.”
Descendants of Boaz and Ruth
13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and when he went in to her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bore a son. [Previously ten years married and barren, God chooses to open her womb now. Their family line would have stopped, but now it will not only carry on, but will contribute to the lineage of Jesus Christ.] 14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a close relative [This is referring to Obed, who will care for Naomi in her old age. God’s providential hand is most visible when we choose obedience.]; and may his name be famous in Israel! 15 And may he be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is better to you than seven sons, has borne him.” 16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her bosom, and became a nurse to him. 17 Also the neighbor women gave him a name, saying, “There is a son born to Naomi.” And they called his name Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David. [God’s providential hand is most visible when we choose obedience.]
18 Now this is the genealogy of Perez: Perez begot Hezron; 19 Hezron begot Ram, and Ram begot Amminadab; 20 Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon; 21 Salmon begot Boaz, and Boaz begot Obed; 22 Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David. [Matthew 1: Mark Driscoll: There are prostitutes, and liars, and adulterers, and murderers in Jesus’ family, so come on in. There’s room for you, too. Death  Redeemer  New Life]
Challenge: A noble character is the foundation for a happy and productive life
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Boaz is a model for men
2. Ruth is a model for women (compare Proverbs 31 with Ruth’s life)
3. Jesus is the model for the church
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Men: Look like Boaz
2. Women: Look like Ruth
3. Church: Look like Jesus
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