The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: The Prophets
This is our tenth and last five-week series in the Old Testament. We have looked at In the Beginning, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, The Story of Joseph, Moses and the Exodus, The Law and the Land, and The Judges, The Rise of Israel, The Fall of Israel, and Psalms and Proverbs. Now, we finish with The Prophets.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	October 14
	The Suffering Servant
	Isaiah 53:5
	Isaiah 51:1-53:12
	Terry Bolden

	October 21
	Jeremiah’s Call and Message
	Jeremiah 1:9-10
	Jeremiah 1:1-3:5
	Terry Bolden

	October 28
	Daniel in the Lions’ Den
	Daniel 6:21-22
	Daniel 6
	Jim Fleming

	November 4
	The Story of Jonah
	Jonah 1:15-17
	Jonah 1-4
	Jim Fleming

	November 11
	The Day of Judgment
	Malachi 3:5
	Malachi 1-4
	Jim Fleming



Assuming a literal interpretation of Bible dates, the following timeline is close:

Initially, the patriarchs received revelation from God passed it on orally to those around them. Later, the Law was given and Moses and Joshua administered it. Judges then filled the leadership needs for Israel. Prophets intermittently helped and Israel rose to power and fell under kings like Saul, David, and Solomon. Hebrew poetry emerged as a communication vehicle for truth and for the prophets.
The Prophets: The Suffering Servant
Preview: What to do when it doesn’t fit
This passage does not fit in the box that the Jews created for God (i.e., the broom in the box) in the Old Testament.
Key thought: 
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Isaiah 51:1-53:12 (Author = Isaiah)
1. A Promising Beginning (Isaiah 51:1-8)
2. A Promised Future (Isaiah 51:8-51:11) – and there is more yet for the Jews that is yet to be fulfilled
3. A Painful History (Isaiah 51:12-52:12)
4. A Perplexing Answer (Isaiah 52:13-53:12) – the Jews wanted a conquering Messiah, but Isaiah gave them a suffering servant
Isaiah 51
The LORD Comforts Zion
1 “Listen to Me [first], you who follow after righteousness,
You who seek the LORD:
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
And to the hole of the pit from which you were dug.
2 Look to Abraham your father,
And to Sarah who bore you;
For I called him alone,
And blessed him and increased him.”
3 For the LORD will comfort Zion,
He will comfort all her waste places;
He will make her wilderness like Eden,
And her desert like the garden of the LORD;
Joy and gladness will be found in it,
Thanksgiving and the voice of melody.
4 “Listen to Me [second], My people;
And give ear to Me, O My nation:
For law will proceed from Me,
And I will make My justice rest
As a light of the peoples.
5 My righteousness is near,
My salvation has gone forth,
And My arms will judge the peoples;
The coastlands will wait upon Me,
And on My arm they will trust.
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
And look on the earth beneath.
For the heavens will vanish away like smoke,
The earth will grow old like a garment,
And those who dwell in it will die in like manner;
But My salvation will be forever,
And My righteousness will not be abolished.
7 “Listen to Me [third], you who know righteousness,
You people in whose heart is My law:
Do not fear the reproach of men,
Nor be afraid of their insults.
8 For the moth will eat them up like a garment,
And the worm will eat them like wool;
But My righteousness will be forever,
And My salvation from generation to generation.”
9 Awake, awake, put on strength,
O arm of the LORD!
Awake as in the ancient days,
In the generations of old.
Are You not the arm that cut Rahab apart,
And wounded the serpent?
10 Are You not the One who dried up the sea,
The waters of the great deep;
That made the depths of the sea a road
For the redeemed to cross over?
11 So the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
And come to Zion with singing,
With everlasting joy on their heads.
They shall obtain joy and gladness;
Sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
12 “I, even I, am He who comforts you.
Who are you that you should be afraid
Of a man who will die,
And of the son of a man who will be made like grass?
13 And you forget the LORD your Maker,
Who stretched out the heavens
And laid the foundations of the earth;
You have feared continually every day
Because of the fury of the oppressor,
When he has prepared to destroy.
And where is the fury of the oppressor?
14 The captive exile hastens, that he may be loosed,
That he should not die in the pit,
And that his bread should not fail.
15 But I am the LORD your God,
Who divided the sea whose waves roared—
The LORD of hosts is His name.
16 And I have put My words in your mouth;
I have covered you with the shadow of My hand,
That I may plant the heavens,
Lay the foundations of the earth,
And say to Zion, ‘You are My people.’”
God’s Fury Removed
17 Awake, awake!
Stand up, O Jerusalem,
You who have drunk at the hand of the LORD
The cup of His fury;
You have drunk the dregs of the cup of trembling,
And drained it out.
18 There is no one to guide her
Among all the sons she has brought forth;
Nor is there any who takes her by the hand
Among all the sons she has brought up.
19 These two things have come to you;
Who will be sorry for you?—
Desolation and destruction, famine and sword—
By whom will I comfort you?
20 Your sons have fainted,
They lie at the head of all the streets,
Like an antelope in a net;
They are full of the fury of the LORD,
The rebuke of your God.
21 Therefore please hear this, you afflicted,
And drunk but not with wine.
22 Thus says your Lord,
The LORD and your God,
Who pleads the cause of His people:
“See, I have taken out of your hand
The cup of trembling,
The dregs of the cup of My fury;
You shall no longer drink it.
23 But I will put it into the hand of those who afflict you,
Who have said to you,
‘Lie down, that we may walk over you.’
And you have laid your body like the ground,
And as the street, for those who walk over.”
Isaiah 52
God Redeems Jerusalem
1 Awake, awake!
Put on your strength, O Zion;
Put on your beautiful garments,
O Jerusalem, the holy city!
For the uncircumcised and the unclean
Shall no longer come to you.
2 Shake yourself from the dust, arise;
Sit down, O Jerusalem!
Loose yourself from the bonds of your neck,
O captive daughter of Zion!
3 For thus says the LORD:
“You have sold yourselves for nothing,
And you shall be redeemed without money.”
4 For thus says the Lord GOD:
“My people went down at first
Into Egypt to dwell there;
Then the Assyrian oppressed them without cause.
5 Now therefore, what have I here,” says the LORD,
“That My people are taken away for nothing?
Those who rule over them
Make them wail,” says the LORD,
“And My name is blasphemed continually every day.
6 Therefore My people shall know My name;
Therefore they shall know in that day
That I am He who speaks:
‘Behold, it is I.’”
7 How beautiful upon the mountains
Are the feet of him who brings good news,
Who proclaims peace,
Who brings glad tidings of good things,
Who proclaims salvation,
Who says to Zion,
“Your God reigns!”
8 Your watchmen shall lift up their voices,
With their voices they shall sing together;
For they shall see eye to eye
When the LORD brings back Zion.
9 Break forth into joy, sing together,
You waste places of Jerusalem!
For the LORD has comforted His people,
He has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The LORD has made bare His holy arm
In the eyes of all the nations;
And all the ends of the earth shall see
The salvation of our God.
11 Depart! Depart! Go out from there,
Touch no unclean thing;
Go out from the midst of her,
Be clean,
You who bear the vessels of the LORD.
12 For you shall not go out with haste,
Nor go by flight;
For the LORD will go before you,
And the God of Israel will be your rear guard.
The Sin-Bearing Servant
13 Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently;
He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high.
14 Just as many were astonished at you,
So His visage was marred more than any man,
And His form more than the sons of men;
15 So shall He sprinkle many nations.
Kings shall shut their mouths at Him;
For what had not been told them they shall see,
And what they had not heard they shall consider.
Isaiah 53
1 Who has believed our report?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant,
And as a root out of dry ground.
He has no form or comeliness;
And when we see Him,
There is no beauty that we should desire Him.
3 He is despised and rejected by men,
A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him;
He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
4 Surely He has borne our griefs
And carried our sorrows;
Yet we esteemed Him stricken,
Smitten by God, and afflicted.
5 But He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,
And by His stripes we are healed.
6 All we like sheep have gone astray;
We have turned, every one, to his own way;
And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted,
Yet He opened not His mouth;
He was led as a lamb to the slaughter,
And as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
So He opened not His mouth.
8 He was taken from prison and from judgment,
And who will declare His generation?
For He was cut off from the land of the living;
For the transgressions of My people He was stricken.
9 And they made His grave with the wicked—
But with the rich at His death,
Because He had done no violence,
Nor was any deceit in His mouth.
10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him;
He has put Him to grief.
When You make His soul an offering for sin,
He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days,
And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand.
11 He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied.
By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many,
For He shall bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great,
And He shall divide the spoil with the strong,
Because He poured out His soul unto death,
And He was numbered with the transgressors,
And He bore the sin of many,
And made intercession for the transgressors.
Challenge: Get to know Jesus intentionally and personally. If you don’t know how it works, you may not reap the intended benefits and someone may get hurt.
Apply (What is the point?)
1. All of God’s Word is important
2. God’s plan and work are still being done today
3. Jesus is the fulfillment and focus of God’s plan
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Read/study all of God’s Word
2. Get in on God’s plan
3. Get to know Jesus intimately!
The box that God is in is us
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The Prophets: Jeremiah’s Call and Message
Preview:
Jeremiah’s ministry spanned from Josiah to Habakkuk/Daniel/Ezekiel. This was during a major cultural revolution period in Greece (at the same time Aesop’s Fables were written). Israel had been in captivity for 100 years and Judah is declining (and then comes Jeremiah 1).
Key thought: 
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Jeremiah 1:1-3:5 (Author = Jeremiah)
The call of man (Jeremiah 1)
The fall of man (Jeremiah 2)
The love for man (Jeremiah 3)
Jeremiah 1
1 The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month.
The Prophet Is Called
4 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you;
Before you were born I sanctified you;
I ordained you a prophet to the nations.” [Paul says the same thing about himself in Galatians 1 and 2 Thessalonians 2. Jesus says approximately the same thing in John 15 about His disciples.]
6 Then said I:
“Ah, Lord GOD!
Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.”
7 But the LORD said to me:
“Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’
For you shall go to all to whom I send you,
And whatever I command you, you shall speak.
8 Do not be afraid of their faces,
For I am with you to deliver you,” says the LORD.
9 Then the LORD put forth His hand and touched my mouth, and the LORD said to me:
“Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.
10 See, I have this day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms,
To root out and to pull down,
To destroy and to throw down,
To build and to plant.”
11 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?”
And I said, “I see a branch [or rod—associated with judgment in the Bible] of an almond tree [the almond tree blossoms first and the word in Hebrew means, ‘hasty’—said of the soon-coming judgment].”
12 Then the LORD said to me, “You have seen well, for I am ready to perform My word.” [The prophet sees something else that others do not see so that others can see God]
13 And the word of the LORD came to me the second time, saying, “What do you see?”
And I said, “I see a boiling pot [there is much activity with boiling water, but there is no impact—the water moves around, but just evaporates], and it is facing away from the north.”
14 Then the LORD said to me:
“Out of the north calamity shall break forth
On all the inhabitants of the land.
15 For behold, I am calling
All the families of the kingdoms of the north,” says the LORD;
“They shall come and each one set his throne
At the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem,
Against all its walls all around,
And against all the cities of Judah.
16 I will utter My judgments
Against them concerning all their wickedness,
Because they have forsaken Me,
Burned incense to other gods,
And worshiped the works of their own hands.
17 “Therefore prepare yourself and arise,
And speak to them all that I command you.
Do not be dismayed before their faces,
Lest I dismay you before them.
18 For behold, I have made you this day
A fortified city and an iron pillar,
And bronze walls against the whole land—
Against the kings of Judah,
Against its princes,
Against its priests,
And against the people of the land.
19 They will fight against you,
But they shall not prevail against you.
For I am with you,” says the LORD, “to deliver you.”
Jeremiah 2
God’s Case Against Israel
1 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
2 “Go and cry in the hearing of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD:
“I remember you,
The kindness of your youth,
The love of your betrothal,
When you went after Me in the wilderness,
In a land not sown. [Apparently, the Lord views this as the ‘good old days’ because Israel repented—so He focused on the good and not the evil]
3 Israel was holiness to the LORD,
The firstfruits of His increase.
All that devour him will offend;
Disaster will come upon them,” says the LORD.’” [Now we move into the present]
4 Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob and all the families of the house of Israel. 5 Thus says the LORD:
“What injustice have your fathers found in Me,
That they have gone far from Me,
Have followed idols,
And have become idolaters?
6 Neither did they say, ‘Where is the LORD,
Who brought us up out of the land of Egypt,
Who led us through the wilderness,
Through a land of deserts and pits,
Through a land of drought and the shadow of death,
Through a land that no one crossed
And where no one dwelt?’
7 I brought you into a bountiful country,
To eat its fruit and its goodness.
But when you entered, you defiled My land
And made My heritage an abomination.
8 The priests did not say, ‘Where is the LORD?’ [the leaders do not know God]
And those who handle the law did not know Me;
The rulers also transgressed against Me;
The prophets prophesied by Baal,
And walked after things that do not profit.
9 “Therefore I will yet bring charges against you,” says the LORD,
“And against your children’s children I will bring charges.
10 For pass beyond the coasts of Cyprus and see,
Send to Kedar and consider diligently,
And see if there has been such a thing.
11 Has a nation changed its gods,
Which are not gods?
But My people have changed their Glory
For what does not profit.
12 Be astonished, O heavens, at this,
And be horribly afraid;
Be very desolate,” says the LORD.
13 “For My people have committed two evils:
They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters,
And hewn themselves cisterns—broken cisterns that can hold no water.
14 “Is Israel a servant?
Is he a homeborn slave?
Why is he plundered?
15 The young lions roared at him, and growled;
They made his land waste;
His cities are burned, without inhabitant.
16 Also the people of Noph and Tahpanhes
Have broken the crown of your head.
17 Have you not brought this on yourself,
In that you have forsaken the LORD your God
When He led you in the way?
18 And now why take the road to Egypt,
To drink the waters of Sihor?
Or why take the road to Assyria,
To drink the waters of the River?
19 Your own wickedness will correct you,
And your backslidings will rebuke you.
Know therefore and see that it is an evil and bitter thing
That you have forsaken the LORD your God,
And the fear of Me is not in you,”
Says the Lord GOD of hosts. [They were looking everywhere for help except with God]
20 “For of old I have broken your yoke and burst your bonds;
And you said, ‘I will not transgress,’
When on every high hill and under every green tree
You lay down, playing the harlot. [idolatry]
21 Yet I had planted you a noble vine, a seed of highest quality.
How then have you turned before Me
Into the degenerate plant of an alien vine?
22 For though you wash yourself with lye, and use much soap,
Yet your iniquity is marked before Me,” says the Lord GOD.
23 “How can you say, ‘I am not polluted,
I have not gone after the Baals’? [they were including other gods into the worship of Yahweh]
See your way in the valley [literally, the valley used for baby sacrifice—indicating their immunity to their sins];
Know what you have done:
You are a swift dromedary breaking loose in her ways,
24 A wild donkey used to the wilderness,
That sniffs at the wind in her desire;
In her time of mating, who can turn her away?
All those who seek her will not weary themselves;
In her month they will find her.
25 Withhold your foot from being unshod, and your throat from thirst.
But you said, ‘There is no hope.
No! For I have loved aliens, and after them I will go.’
26 “As the thief is ashamed when he is found out,
So is the house of Israel ashamed;
They and their kings and their princes, and their priests and their prophets,
27 Saying to a tree, ‘You are my father,’
And to a stone, ‘You gave birth to me.’
For they have turned their back to Me, and not their face.
But in the time of their trouble
They will say, ‘Arise and save us.’
28 But where are your gods that you have made for yourselves?
Let them arise,
If they can save you in the time of your trouble;
For according to the number of your cities
Are your gods, O Judah.
29 “Why will you plead with Me?
You all have transgressed against Me,” says the LORD.
30 “In vain I have chastened your children;
They received no correction.
Your sword has devoured your prophets
Like a destroying lion.
31 “O generation, see the word of the LORD!
Have I been a wilderness to Israel,
Or a land of darkness?
Why do My people say, ‘We are lords;
We will come no more to You’?
32 Can a virgin forget her ornaments,
Or a bride her attire?
Yet My people have forgotten Me days without number.
33 “Why do you beautify your way to seek love?
Therefore you have also taught
The wicked women your ways.
34 Also on your skirts is found
The blood of the lives of the poor innocents.
I have not found it by secret search,
But plainly on all these things.
35 Yet you say, ‘Because I am innocent,
Surely His anger shall turn from me.’
Behold, I will plead My case against you,
Because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’ [they do not understand]
36 Why do you gad about so much to change your way?
Also you shall be ashamed of Egypt as you were ashamed of Assyria.
37 Indeed you will go forth from him
With your hands on your head;
For the LORD has rejected your trusted allies,
And you will not prosper by them.
Jeremiah 3
Israel Is Shameless
1 “They say, ‘If a man divorces his wife,
And she goes from him
And becomes another man’s,
May he return to her again?’
Would not that land be greatly polluted?
But you have played the harlot with many lovers;
Yet return to Me,” says the LORD.
2 “Lift up your eyes to the desolate heights and see:
Where have you not lain with men?
By the road you have sat for them
Like an Arabian in the wilderness;
And you have polluted the land
With your harlotries and your wickedness.
3 Therefore the showers have been withheld,
And there has been no latter rain.
You have had a harlot’s forehead; [a red forehead of shame]
You refuse to be ashamed.
4 Will you not from this time cry to Me,
‘My Father, You are the guide of my youth?
5 Will He remain angry forever?
Will He keep it to the end?’
Behold, you have spoken and done evil things,
As you were able.”
Challenge: The Jews’ story is my story. The call of man is about me. The fall of man is me.
Apply (What is the point?)
1. God calls all to repentance
2. We all struggle with sin
3. God loves you
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Answer the door
2. Keep answering
3. Live in the shadow of the cross
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The Prophets: Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Overview: The Prophets
The prophets were an eclectic group of missionaries (internal and external) who spoke on behalf of God. Their ministries spanned several hundred years and served as the caulk of the Old Testament.
These 17 books (from Isaiah to Malachi) constitute 21% of the Bible’s words. They served throughout a variety of circumstances (captivity, freedom, during good kings, and during evil kings). There were other prophets than the 17 who have their own books, so categorizing them neatly quickly becomes difficult.

Old Testament  (39 Books)
New Testament (27 Books)

Preview
David Guzik: This has long been a beloved Bible story—and no wonder. There are so many dramatic features in this story—the jealousy of political subordinates; the vanity of a king; the integrity of a man; the power and preservation of God; and some wild animals and violence!
Side note: This text is in Aramaic, not Hebrew, so I really struggled with the language differences—I got a good, healthy dose of, ‘this stuff can be very intimidating for people that don’t regularly engage with it.’ I think it was quite healthy for me to be confused during study.
Adam Clarke: How mighty is faith? . . . See Hebrews 11:1-40
Key thought: Lions (and tigers and bears) are not a problem for God
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Daniel 6 (Author = Daniel)
The Plot Against Daniel
1 It pleased Darius [Coffman: Darius the Mede was none other than Cyrus’ great general Gobryas who actually captured Babylon and held the government for a couple or three years until Cyrus the real king could take over the government] to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty [it was 127 in Esther 1:1] satraps [governor of a Persian province], to be over the whole kingdom; 2 and over these, three governors [chief, overseer], of whom Daniel [John Gill: [Daniel] was now an old man, having been about seventy years in Babylon. Treasury of Scripture Knowledge: Daniel had now been employed full sixty-five years as prime minister under the kings of Babylon.] was one, that the satraps might give account to them, so that the king would suffer no loss [because the king understood that levels of management are a good thing to insure no fraud, waste, or abuse]. 3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an excellent [pre-eminent, surpassing, extreme, extraordinary; prerequisite #1: an excellent spirit] spirit was in him; and the king gave thought [planned] to setting him over the whole realm [kingdom]. 4 So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom [how many of them, we do not know, but there were only two other governors and there were a plural number of satraps, so that is at minimum four]; but they could find no charge or fault [corruption; think about how hard it would be to have no one be able to find any corruption with your work—especially people with resources like these satraps would have had], because he was faithful [trustworthy]; nor was there any error [neglect, remissness] or fault [corruption] found in him [David Guzik: there were no skeletons in Daniel’s closet]. 5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.” [Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: It is the highest testimony to a godly man’s walk, when his most watchful enemies can find no ground of censure save in that he walks according to the law of God even where it opposes the ways of the world. David Guzik: The world may not know the intricacies of doctrine or the intimacies of worship with God but they can tell a bad temper, selfishness, conceitedness or dishonesty when they see it. Maclaren: The world is a very poor critic of my Christianity, but it is a very sufficient one of my conduct.]
6 So these governors and satraps thronged before the king, and said thus to him: “King Darius, live forever [flattery?]! 7 All the governors of the kingdom, the administrators and satraps, the counselors and advisors, have consulted together to establish a royal statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions [First, this was a lie—they said, “all.” “All” would have included Daniel—who certainly did not agree. Second, think about a man who would keep a den of lions on hand for punishment—this man did not mess around. Coffman: Biblical enemies never overlook anything, no matter how trivial, as a possible grounds for complaint; and therefore it is not surprising that some would allege a disunity in Daniel on the grounds that “the fiery furnace” was the means of execution in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, while here it is “the lions’ den!” Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom was Chaldean, however; and the kingdom here is that of the Medes and Persians. Robert D. Culver (Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Daniel): The Persians, being Zoroastrians, held fire to be sacred. Hence for them it would have been improper to cremate or execute by fire.]. 8 Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the writing, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter [Coffman: The laws remained unchangeable and irrevocable, because the king was regarded and honored as the incarnation of deity, who is unerring and cannot change].” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the written decree.
Daniel in the Lions’ Den
10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home [John Gill: He did not solicit the abrogation of it, knowing it was in vain; nor did he go to the king with complaints against his enemies]. And in his upper room [roof chamber], with his windows open toward Jerusalem [Why toward Jerusalem? 1 Kings 8:48 (Solomon told them to do it this way)], he knelt down on his knees three times [Psalm 55:17] that day, and prayed and gave thanks [praised, gave thanks] before his God, as was his custom since early days. [Prerequisite #2: consistency. Daniel purposefully and deliberately disobeyed the law of the land—because this law violated God’s Law. It is wholly right to disobey man’s laws when they violate God’s laws. I am very thankful that I live in a country where I can freely say that, but it is true whether or not freedom of speech exists. Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: Though having vast business as a ruler of the empire, he finds time to pray thrice a day.]
11 Then these men assembled [to gather in a tumultuous throng, show tumultuousness, come thronging] and found Daniel praying and making supplication [asking for favor] before his God. 12 And they went before the king, and spoke concerning the king’s decree: “Have you not signed a decree that every man who petitions any god or man within thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?”
The king answered and said, “The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter.”
13 So they answered and said before the king, “That Daniel, who is one of the captives from Judah, does not show due regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have signed [Two more lies: David Guzik: Daniel intended no disrespect for the king, only a higher respect for God], but makes his petition three times a day.”
14 And the king, when he heard these words, was greatly displeased with himself [Adam Clarke: And well he might, when through his excessive folly he passed a law that, for its ostensible object, would have been a disgrace almost to an idiot], and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he labored till the going down of the sun to deliver him. 15 Then these men approached the king, and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is the law of the Medes and Persians that no decree or statute which the king establishes may be changed.”
16 So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast him into the den of lions. But the king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve continually, He will deliver you.” 17 Then a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signets of his lords, that the purpose [thing] concerning Daniel might not be changed.
Daniel Saved from the Lions
18 Now the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; and no musicians [a broad word meaning diversions, musical instruments, dancing girls, concubines, music] were brought before him. Also his sleep went [fled] from him. [Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: He is sorry for the evil which he himself had caused, yet takes no steps to remedy it. There are many such halters between good and bad, who are ill at ease in their sins, yet go forward in them, and are drawn on by others.] 19 Then the king arose [stood up] very early in the morning [at dawn] and went in haste to the den of lions. 20 And when he came to the den, he cried out with a lamenting [grief-filled, painful] voice to Daniel. The king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?”
21 Then Daniel said [To the dismay and disbelief of his accusers—Daniel spoke! Coffman: These enemies . . .  overlooked the will of God, which is a universal characteristic of all wicked men] to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths [Similarly, our God can shut the roaring lion’s mouth that seeks to devour us today as well—1 Peter 5:8], so that they have not hurt me, because I was found innocent before Him; and also, O king, I have done no wrong [hurtful act, crime, harm, wicked deed, wrong] before you.”
23 Now the king was exceedingly glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no injury whatever was found on him [John Gill: [not even a] bruise by throwing him into the den], because he believed in his God.
Darius Honors God
24 And the king gave the command, and they brought those men who had accused [the word literally means denounced, slandered, accused maliciously, chewed on, eaten or devoured him with their words] Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions [we do not know how many of the other 122 were cast in; John Gill: Often the pit wicked men dig for others, they fall into themselves; so Haman man was hanged on the gallows he prepared for Mordecai]—them, their children, and their wives [Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: Among the Persians, all the kindred were involved in the guilt of one culprit. The Mosaic law expressly forbade this (Deuteronomy 24:16).]; and the lions overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces before they ever came to the bottom of the den.
25 Then King Darius wrote:
To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth:
Peace be multiplied to you.
26 I make a decree that in every dominion [sovereignty, realm] of my kingdom men must tremble and fear before the God of Daniel.
For He is the living God,
And steadfast [secure, enduring] forever;
His kingdom is the one which shall not be destroyed,
And His dominion [sovereignty, realm] shall endure to the end [very similar to Nebuchadnezzar’s words in Daniel 2:44].
27 He delivers and rescues [to rescue, extricate, deliver],
And He works signs [miraculous signs, wonders] and wonders [wonders, miracles]
In heaven and on earth,
Who has delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.
28 So this Daniel prospered [prospered, was successful] in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. [Adam Clarke: He had served five kings: Nebuchadnezzar, Evil-merodach, Belshazzar, Darius, and Cyrus (this was abnormal because usually you did not survive regime changes)]
Challenge: Live a blameless life of quiet obedience
Apply (What is the point?)
1. Lions are not a problem for God (they usually turn out to be kitty cats)
2. Lions are a problem for me
3. Disobedience to an ungodly law can be obedience to God
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Stop staring at the lions
2. Start serving the Lord
3. Know how to apply the Word
SHBC Sunday school	The Prophets: Daniel in the Lions’ Den	October 28, 2012
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The Prophets: The Story of Jonah
Preview: Anywhere but Nineveh (or, the Suicidal Missionary)
The book of Jonah has 1,296 words, 47 verses, 4 chapters, and 1 incredible story. It takes place between 786 BC and 746 BC—about the time of the first recorded Olympic Games and the founding of Rome.

Introduction
1. Jonah was a real man. The name ‘Jonah’ only shows up in 2 Kings 14, the book of Jonah, and in the NT rehearsals of the book of Jonah. Jonah is also mentioned in the Koran as a prophet of Islam. Jesus references Jonah at least two different times (Matthew 12:39-41, Matthew 16:4, and Luke 11:29-32) with Matthew 12:39-41 being the most thorough. Jesus thought Jonah was real and used Jonah and the Ninevites in His preaching.
2. Jonah is a type of Christ. Wikipedia: Jonah spent three days in the belly of the fish; Jesus will spend three days in the ground. . . . Jesus compares his generation to the people of Nineveh. Jesus fulfills his role as a type of Jonah; however his generation fails to fulfill its role as a type of Nineveh. Nineveh repented but [Jesus’] generation . . . fails to repent.
3. The book of Jonah is not about a fish. The fish is a prop used by God to bring Jonah face to face with his issues. Jonah is about one man’s journey with his relentless God that will not allow him to run away.

Overview of the Four Chapters of Jonah
Jonah 1: God’s call and Jonah’s run (Pitching)
Jonah 2: Jonah’s prayer and God’s mercy (Praying)
Jonah 3: God’s call and Jonah’s obedience (Preaching)
Jonah 4: Jonah’s bitterness and God’s heart (Pouting)

A theme throughout the book of Jonah is that God models the behavior He is looking for in Jonah—in Jonah 1, God models persistence; in Jonah 2, God models compassion; in Jonah 3, God models repentance; in Jonah 4, God models love. J. Vernon McGee: Jonah’s story is an illustration of how God treats His children when they sin and come back to Him. This is something we can all relate to.

Key thought: When we run from God, we agree to a miserable life
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Jonah 1-4 (Author = Unknown)
Jonah 1 (Pitching)
Jonah’s Disobedience (1-3)
1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah [‘Jonah’ means ‘dove.’ Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: Compare Genesis 8:8-9, where the dove in vain seeks rest after flying from Noah and the ark: so Jonah] the son of Amittai [my truth], saying, 2 “Arise, go [an imperative] to Nineveh, that great city [We are introduced to Nineveh in Genesis 10:8-12. Adam Clarke on Nineveh: This was the capital of the Assyrian empire, and one of the most ancient cities of the world, Genesis 10:10-11; and one of the largest, as it was three days’ journey in circumference. . . . It is reported to have had walls one hundred feet high, and so broad that three chariots might run abreast upon them. It had several hundred thousand people (probably more than a million based on 120,000 that were too small to know their right hand from their left as is stated in Jonah 4:11). Nahum 3:1-7 gives a great picture of how God felt about the wickedness of the Ninevites. The Ninevites were brutal butchers—they would stack up piles of body parts of their enemies. You did not want to go to Nineveh.], and cry out [another imperative] against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me [literally, ‘in my face’].” [Observation: God never sent Old Testament prophets to other countries to prophecy against them. He sent prophets to Israel. Jonah is the first missionary. Except for Jonah, spreading the message of Yahweh involved telling people that came to Israel about Him up until the time of Jesus. However, Jesus told His disciples to, “Go,” just as Jonah was told to, “Go.” God changed His method (not His message) with Jonah.] 3 But Jonah arose to flee [run away] to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down [to travel, but also used to describe sinking] to Joppa [beautiful], and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare [wages], and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.
The Storm at Sea (4-9)
4 But the LORD sent [threw/pitched—first time] out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest [whirlwind or storm] on the sea, so that the ship was about to be [literally, the sailors on the ship thought it would be] broken up. [David Guzik: We often think of Jesus calming the waters, and He can do that. But He can also stir up the storm.]
5 Then the mariners were afraid; and every man cried out to his god [How often in our lives do we turn to our ‘own gods?’], and threw [pitched—the second time] the cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten the load. But Jonah had gone down into the lowest parts of the ship, had lain down, and was fast asleep [the same word used to describe Sisera’s sleep when Jael put a nail through his temple, but not as strong as what God put Adam under in Genesis 2:21]. [Jonah is able to sleep through the storm, as Jesus was sleeping through the storm in Matthew 8:24. However, peace in the midst of a storm should not guarantee us that we are in God’s will (it simply means we can sleep through a storm).]
6 So the captain [literally, the chief sailor] came to him, and said to him, “What do you mean, sleeper? Arise, call on your God [The irony is obvious in that: (1) Jonah was trying to get away from God and this pagan is asking him to call on his God, and (2) Jonah was commanded by God to rebuke pagans (Ninevites) and Jonah is being rebuked by a pagan.]; perhaps your God will consider us [think about us—his words display his theology, for the captain’s god was not always thinking about the captain—but our God is constantly thinking about us as in Psalm 40:5b], so that we may not perish [be lost].”
7 And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots [pebbles], that we may know for whose cause this trouble [evil, calamity, distress, misery] has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell [settled] on Jonah [Was God OK with this? See Joshua 7, Proverbs 16:33; and Acts 1:26]. 8 Then they said to him, “Please tell us [another imperative meaning to publish, declare, proclaim—these are the words used in the New Testament for evangelism—imagine pagans asking you to do this]! For whose cause is this trouble upon us? What is your occupation [business]? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?” [They decide now is the time to play 20 questions]
9 So he said to them, “I am a Hebrew [literally, ‘one from beyond’]; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven [Jonah is addressing their fears], who made the sea [again addressing their fears] and the dry land [now he switches to addressing their hopes].” [Jonah is addressing the fact that Jehovah is the God of all three locations whereas the pagans probably had three different gods for these three locations.]
Jonah Thrown into the Sea (10-17)
10 Then the men were exceedingly afraid [extreme terror], and said to him, “Why have you done this?” For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 11 Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you that the sea may be calm for us?”—for the sea was growing more tempestuous [stormy].
12 And he said to them, “Pick [lift] me up [imperative] and throw [pitch—the third time] me [another imperative] into the sea; then the sea will become calm for you. For I know that this great tempest [storm, whirlwind] is because of me.” [The first time that Jonah has wished to die in Jonah]
13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to return [bring back] to land [these pagans are looking better than Jonah], but they could not, for the sea continued to grow more tempestuous [stormy] against them. [Have you ever had a problem that no matter how hard you worked, you just could not solve?] 14 Therefore they cried out to the LORD and said, “We pray, O LORD [Jehovah—they called upon the actual name of God, not just the generic word for god], please do not let us perish for this man’s life, and do not charge us with innocent blood [life that is free from guilt]; for You, O LORD, have done as it pleased You.” 15 So they picked [lifted] up Jonah and threw [pitched—the fourth time— once used of God pitching the storm, once used of the sailors pitching their cargo and twice used of Jonah being pitched] him into the sea, and the sea ceased [stood] from its raging [storming, indignation]. 16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly [same phrase that was used to describe how they felt about the storm], and offered [killed] a sacrifice to the LORD and took vows [vows of appreciation for being spared]. [They are new believers. God worked in spite of Jonah’s disobedience.]
Jonah’s Prayer and Deliverance (1:17-2:10)
17 Now the LORD had prepared [appointed, ordained, assigned—not the word for created, but the word for setting aside something that already existed for a special purpose—it is what we do to deacons and pastors when we ordain them] a great fish [the Hebrew is pronounced ‘dawg’] to swallow [engulf] Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly [inward parts] of the fish three days and three nights.
Jonah 2 (Praying)
1 Then [Just because the word “Then” is used to start the verse does not mean that this is the exact order of events in Jonah. J. Veron McGee: It is characteristic of the Hebrew language to give the full account of something and then to go back and emphasize that which is important. This technique is used in Genesis 1-3 as well. This leaves room for the option that Jonah may have prayed this prayer early or late in the three days.] Jonah prayed to the LORD his God [Jonah’s God] from the fish’s belly [The most important point I want to drive home about Jonah 2 is Calvin Whaley and the fact that if you are a child of God, you have your Father’s ear and you can pray anywhere]. 2 And he said:
“I cried out to the LORD because of my affliction [straits, distress, trouble], And He answered me. “Out of the belly of Sheol [the location the dead or the unseen] I cried [shouted], And You heard my voice.
3 For You cast [threw—not the same word for pitched as is used in Jonah 1; this word means to throw or to cast off—this word does not care about the state or final location of the thing being thrown off] me into the deep [Jonah acknowledges that God Himself did this, not the sailors], Into the heart of the seas, And the floods [underground streams] surrounded [enveloped, marched around] me; All Your billows and Your waves passed over me.
4 Then I said, ‘I have been cast out [driven away, tossed—a new word] of Your sight; Yet I will look again toward Your holy temple.’ [John Calvin: In the struggle of faith there are internal conflicts]
5 The waters [figuratively used of danger/violence] surrounded me, even to my soul; [John Calvin: The Hebrews say that to be pressed to the soul, is to be in danger of one’s life.] The deep [deep places, abyss] closed [enveloped, marched around] around me; Weeds were wrapped around my head.
6 I went down to the moorings [base] of the mountains; The earth with its bars closed behind me forever; Yet You have brought up [caused to be brought up] my life from the pit [of Hell or destruction], [John Wesley: In the assurance of faith, he speaks of the thing as already done. Great faith prays as if something has already been accomplished. Jonah was still in the fish when he prayed this.] O LORD, my God [again Jonah reiterates that Jehovah is his God].
7 “When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the LORD; And my prayer went up [entered, came] to You, Into Your holy temple.
8 “Those who regard [to keep, or pay attention to] worthless [vain, empty] idols [literally, breath—something that has no substance or lasting value] Forsake [depart, leave, abandon, apostatize] their own Mercy [chesed—loving-kindness].
9 But I will sacrifice [each of the four parts of the book of Jonah contains a sacrifice] to You With the voice of thanksgiving [confession, praise]; I will pay [complete, make good, make whole (illustration of the Fatz owner)] what I have vowed. Salvation [deliverance] is of the LORD.”
10 So the LORD spoke [commanded] to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. [Wikipedia: The story of descent (from Israel, to Tarshish, to the sea, to under the sea) becomes the story of ascent (from the belly of the fish, to land, to the city of Nineveh).]
Jonah 3 (Preaching)
Jonah Preaches at Nineveh (1-4)
1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time [When I taught this series in September 2009, I saw on Facebook the morning that I taught on Jonah 3 that Stacey Bandy said this of her strong-will children: I am reminded at how much love God has for me when I am that willful], saying, 2 “Arise [an imperative—the same word used in Jonah 1:2], go [an imperative—the same word used in Jonah 1:2] to Nineveh, that great city, and preach [an imperative meaning to call, cry, proclaim, summon, and invite—the same word used in Jonah 1:2] to it the message [proclamation] that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah arose [obedience] and went [obedience] to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly [elohiym —one of the words used to describe God and common among the Jews to use elohiym to describe something that is so big that no other thing like it can compare to it except the bigness of God] great city, a three-day journey [walk] in extent. 4 And Jonah began to enter the city on the first day’s walk. Then he cried out [obedience] and said, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown [same word used to describe what happened to Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19:25]!”
The People of Nineveh Believe (5-10)
5 So the people of Nineveh believed [stood firm, trusted, were certain] God, proclaimed [same word for preached in Jonah 3:2] a fast [abstinence from food], and put on sackcloth [material used for bagging grain—the modern-day equivalent would be a burlap sack (the thing that you use in a sack race)], from the greatest [oldest] to the least [youngest] of them [every person in the book of Jonah repents at some point]. 6 Then word [speech] came [reached] to the king of Nineveh; and he arose from his throne and laid aside [literally, he caused someone to take away] his robe [symbol of his glory], covered himself with sackcloth and sat in ashes. 7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and published [said] throughout Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles [greatness], saying,
Let neither man nor beast [any animal], herd [cattle] nor flock [sheep and goats], taste anything; do not let them eat [graze], or drink water. 8 But let man and beast [any animal] be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily [strongly, violently] to God; yes, let every one turn [repent, go the opposite way] from his evil [wicked, displeasing, injurious] way [direction, habit] and from the violence [wrong, cruelty, injustice] that is in his hands. 9 Who can tell [know, perceive] if God will turn [repent, go the opposite way] and relent [be sorry, have compassion], and turn away [repent, go the opposite way] from His fierce [burning] anger [nose], so that we may not perish [be lost or exterminated]? [The Ninevites repented without knowing if God would spare them (obedience without regard to results)]
10 Then God saw [looked after, observed, considered] their works [labor, undertaking], that they turned [repented, went the opposite way] from their evil [wicked, displeasing, injurious] way [direction, habit]; and God relented [was sorry, had compassion] from the disaster [injury, misery, calamity] that He had said [promised] He would bring upon [do to] them, and He did not do it. [Jonah 3 illustrates that God uses prophecy not only to prove that He is all knowing, but also as a means to draw people to repentance. Can God repent? Yes (if we understand that repentance is turning from a prior decision)]
The book of Jonah could have ended at Jonah 3 if the book had been about Nineveh and the Ninevites. However, the book is not about the great city of Nineveh or the Ninevites (or the fish). The book of Jonah is about Jonah. J. Vernon McGee: The problem is no longer Nineveh—the problem now is Jonah.
Jonah 4 (Pouting)
Jonah’s Anger and God’s Kindness
1 But it displeased [trembled, quivered] Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry [hot, scorched, burned—a funny foreshadowing (pun intended)]. 2 So he prayed to the LORD [it is good that Jonah took his problems to God, but Jonah blamed God], and said, “Ah, LORD, was not this what I said when I was still in my country? [We did not know about this conversation] Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish [Jonah ran because he did not want the Ninevites to repent.]; for I know that You are a gracious and merciful [compassionate] God, slow to anger [long nosed] and abundant in lovingkindness [chesed], One who relents [shows sorrow, pity, and compassion] from doing harm. 3 Therefore now, O LORD, please take [take in your hand, capture, seize] my life from me, for it is better [agreeable] for me to die than to live!” [The second time that Jonah has wished to die in Jonah]
4 Then the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” [David Guzik: God likes to ask us questions, because they reveal our heart. This could be phrased, “Are you happy you are angry?” If Dr. Phil were asking, he would say, “How’s that working for you?”]
5 So Jonah went out of the city [Jonah prayed that angry prayer to God while still in Nineveh. I hope none of the Ninevites heard him!] and sat on the east side of the city. [J. Vernon McGee: The east side of the city was up in the hill country, up at an elevation. This gave Jonah a view of the city.] There he made himself a shelter [a covering from the sun (Nineveh is located in modern-day northern Iraq—a very sunny place)] and sat under it in the shade, till he might see [observe, inspect] what would become of the city. [Jonah’s prophecy was that in 40 days Nineveh would be overthrown and it appears that Jonah was going to wait it out to see if it happened.] 6 And the LORD God prepared [appointed, ordained, assigned] a plant [a plant or a gourd (the particular Hebrew word used causes most commentators to agree with Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: It grows from eight to ten feet high. Only one leaf grows on a branch, but that leaf being often more than a foot large, the collective leaves give good shelter from the heat. It grows rapidly, and fades as suddenly when injured.)—the verb form of this Hebrew word means ‘to vomit’ or ‘disgorge’ and the noun form is a ‘gourd’—a subtle reference in Hebrew connecting the great fish and the gourd] and made it come [rise] up over Jonah, that it might be shade for his head to deliver [rescue] him from his misery [What does the fact that God needs to provide Jonah with shade say about Jonah’s ability to provide for his own comfort? Jonah did not do a very effective job of providing for himself (and neither do we)]. So Jonah was very grateful [exceedingly happy and rejoicing—this is the first time we find Jonah happy, even though he should have been happy with God’s sparing the Ninevites] for the plant. 7 But as morning dawned the next day God prepared [appointed, ordained, assigned] a worm [a grub worm—the verb form of this Hebrew word means ‘to swallow’ and the noun form is a ‘worm’—a subtle reference in Hebrew connecting the great fish and the worm], and it so damaged [attacked, damaged] the plant that it withered [dried up; God has used His creation to take Jonah under water, cover Jonah with a plant, and scorch Jonah. Never underestimate God’s ability to use anything to expose sin.]. 8 And it happened, when the sun arose, that God prepared [appointed, ordained, assigned] a vehement [harsh, hot, silent] east [God causes this wind to blow in Jonah’s face—much like the sin of Nineveh came up before God’s face in Jonah 1:2] wind [wind—the verb form of this Hebrew word means ‘to smell odor’ and the noun form is a ‘wind’—subtle reference in Hebrew connecting  the great fish and the wind]; and the sun beat [the same word used of the worm in Jonah 4:7 meaning attacked, damaged] on Jonah’s head, so that he grew faint [literally, wrapped himself up to prevent fainting]. Then he wished [begged] death for himself [The third time that Jonah has wished to die in Jonah], and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”
9 Then God said to Jonah, "Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?" [Exactly as asked in Jonah 4:4, with the addition of one phrase]
And he said, "It is right for me to be angry, even to death!" [Jonah’s last recorded words in Jonah]
10 But the LORD said, “You have had pity [had compassion] on the plant for which you have not labored, nor made it grow, which came up in a night and perished [was exterminated] in a night. 11 And should I not pity [have compassion] Nineveh, that great city, in which are more than one hundred and twenty thousand persons who cannot discern [distinguish] between their right hand and their left [God is most likely referring to children here—should not Jonah have pity of young children more than he has pity on a plant? We get our priorities mixed up too]—and much livestock? [Why include the livestock? Even if Jonah could argue that the plant was more significant than the Ninevites whom he hated, he could not argue that the plant was more significant than the livestock.]”
Conclusion
J. Vernon McGee: God is saying to a great many people today, “I want you to go and take the Word of God to those who are lost.” And they say, “But I don’t love them.” God says, “I never asked you to love them; I asked you to go.” I never find anywhere that God asked Jonah to go because he loved the Ninevites. He said, “Jonah, I want you to go because I love them. I love Ninevites. I want to save Ninevites. And I want you to take the message to them.”
Why does Jonah end unfinished? The book of Jonah is our story. We can relate to Jonah because we did not listen the first time. We rarely listen the second time. God has given us multiple chances and sometimes we get angry when things work out His way. The book of Jonah is not finished. We do not know how Jonah finishes his life. We do not know if he goes back in to Nineveh and continues preaching. We do not know if he dies on that hill on the east side of the city. We do not know how our lives are going to turn out—our stories are not finished.
Challenge: Obey and enjoy the ride (God knows what He is doing)
SHBC Sunday school	The Prophets: The Story of Jonah	November 4, 2012
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. God can use anything to get our attention
2. Obedience is the very best way to show that we believe
3. Repent (it is OK)
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Allow God to use me
2. Obey when God reveals His will to me
3. Repent quickly when I am confronted with my sin

The Prophets: The Day of Judgment
Preview: Remember, Remember, the Fifth of November . . .
November 5, 1605 was a failed assassination attempt on King James I (the monarch the King James Bible was named for). There were a number of conspirators in the Gunpowder Plot—called so because they wanted to blow up Parliament (they had the gunpowder to pull it off). The conspirators were found out, tried, and executed. The British actually wrote it into their laws for the next 250 years that this night should be spent remembering how close the British came to losing their leadership (a call to remember).
Introduction to the Prophets (adapted from Terry Brown’s series on The Minor Prophets)
The Old Testament has four parts: the Law, the History, the Wisdom, and the Prophets. The Law is what God wanted the Israelites do to, the History is the record of what they did, the Wisdom shows the Israelites how to live the Law (Terry Brown says it puts, ‘feet on the Law’), and the Prophets call the Israelites back to remember the Law (like the British remember the Gunpowder Plot).
To understand fully the prophets, you have to understand Deuteronomy 28. Deuteronomy 28 is a chapter in the Law that describes (in detail) the outcomes for obedience and disobedience. It is part of those final series of sermons that Moses preached to the Israelites before Joshua took them into the Promised Land. Moses stood on the edge of the Promised Land and pleaded with them to obey God. Moses laid out what would happen if the Israelites did not obey (it was not a pretty picture). The prophets came 500-1,000 years later and remind the Israelites that God was serious about His promises.
When the prophets prophecy, they prophecy about immediate fulfillments and about future fulfillments (waves of fulfillments). It appears that many times the prophets had no idea of the future fulfillments; they just saw the immediate fulfillment. During these times of prophesying, the prophets wrestle with their emotions and with their obedience. Through this wrestling, God proves Himself real to them.
A typical structure for a prophetic book is a prophet seeing some sin (any lack of adherence to the Law) and then issuing a warning (usually conditional) relative to some set of consequences (the prophecy). The prophet sees the check engine light and pulls over to deliver the message so restoration can occur. 
Division of the Prophets
· Pre-exilic prophets to the Northern Kingdom: Hosea and Amos
· Pre-exilic prophets to the Southern Kingdom: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Micah, and Joel (proof that God loves the South more than He loves the North)
· Post-exilic prophets to the Southern Kingdom: Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi
Key thought: Give your best to God
Introduction to Malachi
Malachi (‘my messenger’) was one of the last writing prophets before the 450 years of silence. He wrote about the joke that the priests were, the sin of God’s people not giving God their best, and the potential future restoration and serious warning if something did not change (not a pleasant message to deliver).
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Malachi 1-4 (Author = Malachi)
Malachi 1
1 The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi. [Please understand that the prophets did always not feel that their message was an easy one. They did not necessarily enjoy their message—to some of them; it was a heavy, heavy, burden. Imagine being tasked with speaking for God in order to bring about national repentance—that is a heavy task.]
Israel Beloved of God
2 “I have loved you,” says the LORD.
“Yet you say, ‘In what way have You loved us?’
Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?”
Says the LORD.
“Yet Jacob I have loved;
3 But Esau I have hated,
And laid waste his mountains and his heritage
For the jackals of the wilderness.”
4 Even though Edom has said,
“We have been impoverished,
But we will return and build the desolate places,”
Thus says the LORD of hosts:
“They may build, but I will throw down; [i.e., you will not prosper—this should get the Israelites’ attention]
They shall be called the Territory of Wickedness,
And the people against whom the LORD will have indignation forever.
5 Your eyes shall see,
And you shall say,
‘The LORD is magnified beyond the border of Israel.’
We now begin a long section describing the Israelites’ sins (Malachi 1:6-3:18).
Polluted Offerings
6 “A son honors his father,
And a servant his master.
If then I am the Father,
Where is My honor? [Sin: lack of honor]
And if I am a Master,
Where is My reverence? [Sin: lack of reverence]
Says the LORD of hosts
To you priests who despise My name.
Yet you say, ‘In what way have we despised Your name?’
7 “You offer defiled food on My altar, [Sin: offering defiled food. God had very specific rules in the Law about what could and what could not be offered and the priests were not adhering to those rules]
But say,
‘In what way have we defiled You?’
By saying,
‘The table of the LORD is contemptible.’
8 And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice,
Is it not evil?
And when you offer the lame and sick, [the blind and the lame and the sick are representative of Israel’s second best—Malachi is reminding them that the bar is far higher than blind, lame, and sick animals—and at the same time he is subtly telling them that they are blind, lame, and sick]
Is it not evil?
Offer it then to your governor!
Would he be pleased with you?
Would he accept you favorably?” [“Your government officials would not even accept this”]
Says the LORD of hosts.
9 “But now entreat God’s favor,
That He may be gracious to us.
While this is being done by your hands,
Will He accept you favorably?”
Says the LORD of hosts.
10 “Who is there even among you who would shut the doors,
So that you would not kindle fire on My altar in vain?
I have no pleasure in you,”
Says the LORD of hosts,
“Nor will I accept an offering from your hands.
11 For from the rising of the sun, even to its going down,
My name shall be great among the Gentiles;
In every place incense shall be offered to My name,
And a pure offering;
For My name shall be great among the nations,”
Says the LORD of hosts.
12 “But you profane it,
In that you say,
‘The table of the LORD is defiled;
And its fruit, its food, is contemptible.’
13 You also say,
‘Oh, what a weariness!’
And you sneer at it,” [Sin: griping and complaining about serving God (Have you ever had a waitress at a restaurant that complained about her job while he was doing it? It ruins the meal does it not?)]
Says the LORD of hosts.
“And you bring the stolen, the lame, and the sick;
Thus you bring an offering!
Should I accept this from your hand?”
Says the LORD.
14 “But cursed be the deceiver
Who has in his flock a male,
And takes a vow,
But sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished—
For I am a great King,”
Says the LORD of hosts,
“And My name is to be feared among the nations. [Summary of Malachi 1: God demands the best and the Israelites are not bringing it]
Malachi 2
Corrupt Priests
1 “And now, O priests, this commandment is for you. [Malachi turns his attention from the people to the priests (the ‘spiritual’ leaders)]
2 If you will not hear,
And if you will not take it to heart,
To give glory to My name,”
Says the LORD of hosts,
“I will send a curse upon you,
And I will curse your blessings.
Yes, I have cursed them already,
Because you do not take it to heart. [Sin: lack of seriousness and weight associated with serving God]
3 “Behold, I will rebuke your descendants
And spread refuse on your faces, [yes, that means what you think it means—it also would make the priests unclean and unfit to serve God]
The refuse of your solemn feasts;
And one will take you away with it.
4 Then you shall know that I have sent this commandment to you,
That My covenant with Levi may continue,”
Says the LORD of hosts.
5 “My covenant was with him, one of life and peace,
And I gave them to him that he might fear Me;
So he feared Me
And was reverent before My name.
6 The law of truth was in his mouth,
And injustice was not found on his lips.
He walked with Me in peace and equity,
And turned many away from iniquity.
7 “For the lips of a priest should keep knowledge,
And people should seek the law from his mouth;
For he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.
8 But you have departed from the way;
You have caused many to stumble at the law. [Sin: causing those you serve to sin]
You have corrupted the covenant of Levi,”
Says the LORD of hosts.
9 “Therefore I also have made you contemptible and base
Before all the people,
Because you have not kept My ways
But have shown partiality in the law.” [Sin: applying the Law to some and not to others—not being consistent in the application of the Law (elsewhere this is called being a respecter of persons)]
Treachery of Infidelity
10 Have we not all one Father?
Has not one God created us?
Why do we deal treacherously with one another
By profaning the covenant of the fathers?
11 Judah has dealt treacherously,
And an abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem,
For Judah has profaned
The LORD’s holy institution which He loves:
He has married the daughter of a foreign god. [Sin: either marrying strangers or idolatry]
12 May the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob
The man who does this, being awake and aware,
Yet who brings an offering to the LORD of hosts!
13 And this is the second thing you do:
You cover the altar of the LORD with tears,
With weeping and crying;
So He does not regard the offering anymore,
Nor receive it with goodwill from your hands.
14 Yet you say, “For what reason?”
Because the LORD has been witness
Between you and the wife of your youth,
With whom you have dealt treacherously;
Yet she is your companion
And your wife by covenant. [Sin: they were not treating their wives appropriately—many feel they were divorcing them haphazardly (because of the verses to come) and God is calling them back to the covenant they made. Aside: the best definition of marriage in the Bible: a covenant of companionship.]
15 But did He not make them one,
Having a remnant of the Spirit?
And why one?
He seeks godly offspring.
Therefore take heed to your spirit,
And let none deal treacherously with the wife of his youth.
16 “For the LORD God of Israel says
That He hates divorce, [One of the reasons that God hates divorce is that God divorced Israel (Jeremiah 3)—He has been through it and it was awful. He later brought Israel back and reengaged the relationship, but He hates divorce. He hates that reconciliation did not take place.]
For it covers one’s garment with violence,”
Says the LORD of hosts.
“Therefore take heed to your spirit,
That you do not deal treacherously.”
17 You have wearied the LORD with your words; [i.e., they wore out God]
Yet you say,
“In what way have we wearied Him?”
In that you say,
“Everyone who does evil
Is good in the sight of the LORD,
And He delights in them,” [Sin: calling evil good and good evil]
Or, “Where is the God of justice?”
Malachi 3
The Coming Messenger
1 “Behold, I send My messenger,
And he will prepare the way before Me.
And the Lord, whom you seek,
Will suddenly come to His temple,
Even the Messenger of the covenant,
In whom you delight.
Behold, He is coming,”
Says the LORD of hosts. [Who is Malachi talking about? John the Baptist or Jesus?]
2 “But who can endure the day of His coming?
And who can stand when He appears?
For He is like a refiner’s fire
And like launderers’ soap.
3 He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver;
He will purify the sons of Levi,
And purge them as gold and silver,
That they may offer to the LORD
An offering in righteousness. [This person will make it right again in the end—foreshadowing to Revelation]
4 “Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem
Will be pleasant to the LORD,
As in the days of old,
As in former years.
5 And I will come near you for judgment;
I will be a swift witness
Against sorcerers, [Sin: sorcery]
Against adulterers, [Sin: adultery]
Against perjurers, [Sin: lying]
Against those who exploit wage earners and widows and orphans, [Sin: taking advantage of the vulnerable]
And against those who turn away an alien— [Sin: inhospitableness]
Because they do not fear Me,”
Says the LORD of hosts.
6 “For I am the LORD, I do not change;
Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob.
7 Yet from the days of your fathers
You have gone away from My ordinances
And have not kept them.
Return to Me, and I will return to you,” [Here is the hope! In the midst of all of the sin, here is our real hope: return to God!]
Says the LORD of hosts.
“But you said,
‘In what way shall we return?’ [i.e., “How do we come back to you?”]
Do Not Rob God
8 “Will a man rob God?
Yet you have robbed Me!
But you say,
‘In what way have we robbed You?’
In tithes and offerings.
9 You are cursed with a curse,
For you have robbed Me,
Even this whole nation.
10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, [Returning to the Lord involves returning to the Lord what is His. We cannot steal from God and expect blessing. Tithes (10% of all income) and offerings (additional giving) are what the Israelites were withholding and God called that robbing Him.]
That there may be food in My house,
And try Me now in this,”
Says the LORD of hosts,
“If I will not open for you the windows of heaven
And pour out for you such blessing
That there will not be room enough to receive it.
11 “And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes,
So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground,
Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,”
Says the LORD of hosts;
12 “And all nations will call you blessed,
For you will be a delightful land,” [The only condition He has given them so far to return to God is to fix the giving system—to give God the best and the appropriate amount]
Says the LORD of hosts.
The People Complain Harshly
13 “Your words have been harsh against Me,”
Says the LORD,
“Yet you say,
‘What have we spoken against You?’
14 You have said,
‘It is useless to serve God;
What profit is it that we have kept His ordinance,
And that we have walked as mourners
Before the LORD of hosts?
15 So now we call the proud blessed,
For those who do wickedness are raised up;
They even tempt God and go free.’” [Sin: the second time of calling evil good and good evil]
A Book of Remembrance
16 Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another,
And the LORD listened and heard them;
So a book of remembrance was written before Him
For those who fear the LORD
And who meditate on His name.
17 “They shall be Mine,” says the LORD of hosts,
“On the day that I make them My jewels.
And I will spare them
As a man spares his own son who serves him.”
18 Then you shall again discern
Between the righteous and the wicked,
Between one who serves God
And one who does not serve Him.
Malachi 4
The Great Day of God
1 “For behold, the day is coming,
Burning like an oven,
And all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble.
And the day which is coming shall burn them up,”
Says the LORD of hosts,
“That will leave them neither root nor branch. [i.e., there will be nothing left]
2 But to you who fear My name
The Sun of Righteousness shall arise
With healing in His wings;
And you shall go out
And grow fat like stall-fed calves.
3 You shall trample the wicked,
For they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet
On the day that I do this,”
Says the LORD of hosts.
4 “Remember the Law of Moses, My servant,
Which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel,
With the statutes and judgments. [Remember Deuteronomy 28]
5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet
Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.
6 And he will turn
The hearts of the fathers to the children,
And the hearts of the children to their fathers,
Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.” [After this, God stopped giving messages to prophets for about 450 years—until John the Baptist arrived and proclaimed that the Messiah was coming. John the Baptist was the bridge between the Old Testament and the New Testament.]
Challenge: Give God your best
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. God is patient
2. Anything less than our best service does not count in God’s eyes
3. There will come a time when it is too late
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Return to Him now since He will not change
2. Serve with a clean and grateful heart
3. Tell others (knowing that while we are in a period of hope for restoration, there will come a day when it will be too late for those that do not believe)
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