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The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: The Church is Born
This is our fifth five-week series in the New Testament. So far, we have looked at The Early Years of Jesus, The Teachings of Jesus, the Miracles of Jesus, and The Final Days of Jesus.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	November 20
	The Day of Pentecost
	Acts 2:1-4
	Acts 2
	Jim Fleming

	November 27
	Growth and Persecution
	Acts 4:1-4
	Acts 3-4
	Lori Drake

	December 4
	The First Martyr
	Acts 7:59-60
	Acts 6:8-8:8
	Jim Fleming

	December 11
	Sharing the Word
	Acts 8:34-35
	Acts 8:26-40
	Terry Bolden

	December 18
	Good News for All
	Acts 10:34-35
	Acts 10:1-11:18
	Jim Fleming



The Church is Born: The Day of Pentecost
Review: Pentecost
Pentecost is rooted in the Old Testament and means the ________ day. David Guzik: The Day of Pentecost was a Jewish feast held fifty days after Passover. It was a time to celebrate the firstfruits of the harvest. Jews call it the Festival of Weeks or Shavuot. It occurs in late May or early June.
Preview: A Messy Start
Key thought: We are partners with God in the advancement of the Gospel
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 2 (Author = Luke)
Coming of the Holy Spirit
 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues [languages], as the Spirit gave them utterance.
The Crowd’s Response
6 everyone heard them speak in his own language [the original text gives ____ room for new languages, unknown languages, or prayer languages]
13 Others mocking said, “They are full of new wine.” [The first impression: __________________]
Peter’s Sermon
14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them [The Holy Spirit ______________ things.]
17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God,
That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; [David Guzik: Before, the Holy Spirit was given in __________, now He would be poured forth.]
22 Peter now shifts gears and gets to the main point of this sermon: __________ ____________
29 “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead [Gospel part 1: __________] and buried [Gospel part 2: ____________], and his tomb is with us to this day.
32 This Jesus God has raised up [Gospel part 3: ________________________], of which we are all witnesses [post-Gospel need 1: __________________]. 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear [post-Gospel need 2: ________________].
37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart [they realized they were ____________]
A Vital Church Grows
40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” [Observations about this first sermon: (1) ________________ Scripture texts were used, (2) Great boldness was shown, (3) It was interactive, and (4) It was ________]
47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church [growing] daily [the ____________ is for every day of the week] those who were being saved.
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. __________ provides the salvation
2. The ____________ provides the power
3. The ____________ provides the witnesses and the evidence
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Tell people about Jesus’ provision
2. Be filled with the Holy Spirit
3. Be a witness and the evidence of the Gospel
4. 

The Church is Born: Growth and Persecution
Preview: The Name
We all have names. Our names serve as identification. In the Jewish faith, names reveal insight into a person’s nature, attributes, or ancestry. Names are often chosen based on their meanings: Isaac (laughter), Esau (hairy), and Jacob (supplanter).
There are times when we claim that our names have worth. There is a name that truly does have worth. A name that is, “above every name.” It carries with it ultimate authority. It is authority. It can be said that Scripture is true or that it is truth. It can be said that God is loving, or that He is love. Jesus’ name does not merely have authority—it is authority.
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 3-4 (Author = Luke)
Acts 3
A Lame Man Healed
2 And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered the temple; 3 who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked for alms [What he truly needed, money could not buy: __________________ and ______________].
	The (Lame) Man in the Mirror

	Lame Man
	______________________________

	Lame from the womb
	Born into a ____________ nature (Romans 3:23)

	Outside the temple
	__________________ from God (Romans 6:23)

	Gift of ______________
	Gift of salvation (Romans 6:23b)

	____________ by grace
	__________ by grace (Ephesians 2:8)

	Public profession
	Public profession


Preaching in Solomon’s Portico
14 But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses. [Peter’s message is ____________________. The knowledge of sin comes before the blessing of redemption.]
16 And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all [I got ______________].
17 “Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. [Wiersbe: The prophets had foretold the sufferings and death of the Messiah, and the nation fulfilled these prophecies without realizing what they were doing. When God cannot rule, He overrules and always accomplishes His divine purposes and decrees.]
Peter and John followed the Lord in full obedience. What do we as believers expect to happen when we do something for the sake of the gospel, or for the sake of His Name?
Acts 4
Addressing the Sanhedrin
5 And it came to pass, on the next day, that their rulers, elders, and scribes, 6 as well as Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the family of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem [Peter and John were standing trial before the __________________].
9 If we this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made well. . . . 12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved [“made well” in Acts 4:9 is ________: The name of Jesus can provide both physical and spiritual healing].”
Prayer for Boldness
24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord [The ______________ of the church results from the influence of the Holy Spirit]
28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. [Guzik: Because they saw their circumstances in light of God’s Word, they could recognize that the wrath of man never ________________ outside of the sphere of God’s control]
30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” [Signs and wonders can get _________________, but the Word of God saves]
Sharing in All Things
32 Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common [____________ > ______________________].
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. God wants to use my __________________
2. God wants to use my __________
3. God wants to use my ____________
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Know it
2. Speak it
3. Live it


The Church is Born: The First Martyr
Preview: More Sermons?
For some reason, God loves to work through ______________. In the early church, this vehicle was used powerfully by the Holy Spirit to convict men and women of sin and build the kingdom. In today’s text, we see a different reaction to a sermon, though, in that the one delivering the sermon is killed for his faith—Stephen becomes the church’s __________ martyr.
Key thought: God’s Word + Holy Spirit = great power
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 6:8-8:8 (Author = Luke)
Acts 6
Stephen Accused of Blasphemy
10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke [the ____________ was the reason for the irresistibility, not Stephen’s brilliance—the same is true today].
Acts 7
Stephen’s Address: The Call of Abraham
1 Then the high priest said, “Are these things so?” [This appears to be a yes/no question, but Stephen responds with ________ words. Stephen was ready to talk about Jesus. When listening to this sermon, do not focus on the actions of the leaders, focus on the following three things: (1) God’s faithfulness, (2) Israel’s rejections, and (3) the overall actions of the nation of Israel, because that is where Stephen is going with the history lesson.]
The Patriarchs in Egypt (9-16)
God Delivers Israel by Moses (17-36)
So far, Stephen is just recounting the __________ and has really provided no commentary. That now changes.
Israel Rebels Against God (37-43)
37 “This is that Moses who said to the children of Israel, ‘The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear.’ [Stephen is talking about __________]
God’s True Tabernacle (44-50)
Israel Resists the Holy Spirit
51 “You stiff-necked [stubborn, headstrong, obstinate] and uncircumcised in heart and ears! [Stephen uses the same language that God uses to describe ____________ in the Old Testament (see Exodus 32:9, Jeremiah 9:26, and Deuteronomy 10:16)] You always resist [to fall upon, run against, to be adverse, oppose, and strive against] the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers [How do you think the judge and jury are going to rule if you call them traitors and murderers? Not good for you], 53 who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it.” [David Guzik: Stephen's message is essentially twofold. First, God is no respecter of ____________. That is, though the temple was a wonderful gift from God, it was wrong to overemphasize it as “the house of God.” Second, Israel is guilty of what they have always been guilty of: __________________ God’s messengers.]
Stephen the Martyr
54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed [bit him repeatedly] at him with their teeth [Where else in the Bible is gnashing of teeth mentioned?]. 55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, 56 and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing [Why was Jesus standing and not sitting?] at the right hand of God!”
57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with one accord; 58 and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul [who later, after being converted, would be called ________].
Acts 8
Saul Persecutes the Church
1 Now Saul was consenting [______________ with the outcome] to his death. [In Acts 26 when testifying before Agrippa, Paul says that he voted for the deaths of believers (Stephen may have been one of them)]
3 As for Saul, he made havoc [to affix a stigma to, to dishonor, spot, defile, to treat shamefully or with injury, to ravage, devastate, ruin] of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison.
Christ Is Preached in Samaria
4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching [technically this word does not mean preaching, it means ________________________ or spreading] the word.
Here is the progression through this text: signs/wonders → persecution → preaching → conviction → martyrdom → persecution → preaching → miracles → healing → ______
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. God likes to use sermons
2. Persecution will come
3. It all ends in joy

Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Be ready to hear ______________
2. Be ready to receive persecution
3. Be ready to experience joy
The Church is Born: Sharing the Word
Preview: Unsung Hero
In Acts 8:26-40, we have the story of Philip and the conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch. Philip was a ________-____________. He had a focus on God and God’s calling on his life. This Philip is not the Apostle, but the deacon. He was called to be a deacon in this new concept called the church.
Hudson Taylor: Small things are small things, but faithfulness with a small thing is a big thing
Being ________________ is “big” in the eyes of God
Key thought: Phillip effectively shows us how to __________ our faith
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 8:26-40 (Author = Luke)
Christ Is Preached to an Ethiopian
26 Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. [God calls Phil from the thriving, vibrant, growing ministry in a big metropolitan area to the backside of the desert. In Acts 8:27, we understand why Philip had many of the “successes” that he did.] 27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. [This was just one man in the middle of nowhere. 2 Peter 3:9. The Bible tells us that some plant, some harvest, some water, and Philip was ready to be whatever tool God needed, whenever God wanted to use him. The fact of the matter is planting and harvesting can sometimes get __________.] 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.”
30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. [We do not know which ones those will be, so it becomes part of the faithful’s job to try each and every door. Tell ________________! We ought to ____________ open doors.] 32 The place in the Scripture which he read was this:
“He was led as a sheep to the slaughter;
And as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
So He opened not His mouth.
33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away,
And who will declare His generation?
For His life is taken from the earth.”

34 So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. [God is looking for faithful servants to be ready and willing to say, “It is __________!”]
If you don’t have the answer, ____ ________?
I have found God always uses you exactly where you ______.
36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?”
37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.”
And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. [When someone accepts Christ, they are forever ______________ (2 Corinthians 5:17b). When people are saved, you should see a difference because God makes a difference!] 39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea.

Apply (What is the point?)
1. God uses you __________ you are
2. God uses the __________________ you have
3. God is looking for obedience and faithfulness

Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Are you walking with God?
2. Do you have a heart for souls?
3. Are you active in telling others? God only requires ______ ________ at a time.
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The Church is Born: Good News for All
Preview: “Us” Redefined
The book of Acts is the transition period from the stationary construct of God to the mobile construct of God. Acts 10-11 illustrates this shift. God loves everyone and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit shows this new framework that God is now working in: the gospel is for everyone.
Key thought: The church welcomes ______ who believe

[image: ]Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 10:1-11:18 (Author = Luke)
Acts 10
Cornelius Sends a Delegation (1-8)
7 And when the angel who spoke to him had departed, Cornelius called two of his household servants and a devout soldier from among those who waited on him continually. 8 So when he had explained all these things to them, he sent them to Joppa. [Cornelius was ________________]

Peter’s Vision (9-16)
14 But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean.” [Peter was an obedient Jew who held to the ______________ constraints of the Old Testament]

Summoned to Caesarea (17-23)
I love how the New Testament saints trusted each other and constantly traveled around with each other: they almost never did anything __________

Peter Meets Cornelius (24-33)
28 But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean [phase one: Peter sees __________ in those that are not like him]
33 Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.” [What a beautiful ________________ to bring with you to hear from God]

Preaching to Cornelius’ Household (34-43)
34 In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality [phase two: all men are created ________, all men are __________ by God, and the gospel is for everyone]

The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles (44-48)
45 And those of the circumcision [________] who believed were astonished
Acts 11
Peter Defends God’s Grace (1-18)
3 “You went in to uncircumcised men and ate with them!” [__________ was accused of the same]
16 Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit [Peter is beginning to connect the teachings of his Rabbi with the work of the Holy Spirit].’ 17 If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?”
18 When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.” [Phase three: the apostles got it here]
Since the gospel is for everyone, our challenge is to be as __________________ as we can

Apply (What is the point?)
1. One man’s obedience helped to change church history
2. Some passages do not make sense in isolation and require some ‘________/meditation’ time
3. There were theological deficiencies in the disciples early on
4. The gospel is for ________________
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Be obedient to the Word of God in your life
2. Meditate on the more difficult passages and give the Holy Spirit time to ________ and illuminate
3. Be open to have your theology ______________ by the Word of God
4. See everyone as savable and __________ with everyone because the gospel is for everyone
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