SHBC Sunday school	The Fall of Israel: The Fall of Jerusalem	June 24, 2012
The Essential 100
A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series.
The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible.
Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is OurSundaySchool.com.
The Schedule: The Fall of Israel
This is our eighth five-week series in the Old Testament. So far, we have looked at In the Beginning, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, The Story of Joseph, Moses and the Exodus, The Law and the Land, and The Judges, and The Rise of Israel. Now we shift to The Fall of Israel.
	Date
	Lesson
	Key Verse(s)
	Passage
	Speaker

	May 27
	David and Bathsheba
	2 Samuel 12:9-10
	2 Samuel 11:1-12:25
	Jim Fleming

	June 3
	King Solomon
	1 Kings 3:27-28
	1 Kings 2-3
	Jim Fleming

	June 10
	Solomon’s Temple
	1 Kings 8:29-30
	1 Kings 8:1-9:9
	Terry Bolden

	June 17
	Elijah and the Prophets of Baal
	1 Kings 18:20-21
	1 Kings 16:29-19:18
	Jim Fleming

	June 24
	The Fall of Jerusalem
	2 Kings 25:10-11
	2 Kings 25
	Jim Fleming



Assuming a literal interpretation of Bible dates, the following timeline is close:

For 2,500 years, the patriarchs received revelation from God passed it on orally to those around them. Around 1450 BC, the Law was given and Moses and Joshua administered it. After them, judges filled the leadership needs for Israel. Prophets intermittently helped Israel before she rose to regional power under the direction of kings (Saul and David). As soon as she was in power, though, the fall began.
The Fall of Israel: David and Bathsheba
Review
The reality is that no system of government is stable long-term except a theocracy with Yahweh ruling. Every other system of government is a ____________ of what King Jesus ruling will be one day.
Key thought: ______ has disastrous impacts, contaminates everything, and cannot be hidden
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 2 Samuel 11:1-12:25 (Author unknown)
2 Samuel 11
David, Bathsheba, and Uriah (1-27)
1 David was ______ where he was supposed to be
7 When Uriah had come to him, David asked how Joab was doing, and how the people were doing, and how the war prospered [David ____________ a crucial conversation with Uriah]
11 Uriah put his solidarity with his soldiers before his own desires and was one with his brothers (____________ 12:15-16)
14 Uriah was so trustworthy that David had Uriah communicate Uriah’s own __________ sentence
16-17 Joab should have ________________—no matter the cost
27 But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD [the ____________ commentary]
2 Samuel 11
Nathan’s Parable and David’s Confession (1-15)
1 Then the LORD sent Nathan to David [God will __________ leave His children alone]
7-12 Do you have friends that could speak that plainly to you?
The Death of David’s Son (16-23)
18 Then on the seventh day it came to pass that the child died. [David Guzik: Often an ________________ party pays the price for forgiveness.]
Solomon Is Born (24-25)
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. Sin is __________
2. God will chase His children
3. Forgiveness is available
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Hate sin
2. Look for God’s ____________________
3. Confess quickly

The Fall of Israel: King Solomon
Preview: The Godfather and the Father God
In The Godfather, Michael Corleone reminisces about his father’s advice, “Keep your friends close, but your enemies closer.” In these two chapters (1 Kings 2-3), Solomon is introduced to politics, discernment, and wisdom in much the same way. In transitioning his kingdom to Solomon, David instructs him to wipe out his enemies. Some of these actions are righteous; some are not.
Key thought: No matter how messy, God can bring __________ into any situation despite those involved

Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Kings 2-3 (Author = Unknown)
1 Kings 2
David’s Instructions to Solomon (1-9)
1 Now the days of David drew near that he should die, and he charged Solomon his son [Solomon was most likely between ____ and ____ at the time]
2-3 1 Kings 2:2-3 is often quoted as a blessing by Jewish fathers to their sons on the day of their 12th birthdays—the day of their bar mitzvahs
5-6 David’s advice: kill ________ since he killed in peacetime
8-9 David’s advice: kill Shimei because he ____________

Death of David (10-12)

Solomon Executes Adonijah (13-25)
17 Coffman: taking one of the king’s __________ was the equivalent of demanding his throne
25 Solomon’s first action as king is to ______________ Adonijah

Abiathar Exiled, Joab Executed (26-35)
26-27 Solomon’s second act as king is to ____________ Abiathar. The New Layman’s Bible Commentary: This established a precedent of the high priesthood’s being at the disposal of the king, another step down the slippery slope of being like the nations around them.
34 Solomon’s third act as king is to ________ Joab
Shimei Executed (36-46)
46 Thus the kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon. [Solomon is finally at ________ from his internal enemies. Coffman: What is really visible here is the evil system that inevitably accompanied Israel’s fate under that king which they had demanded. God had warned them that their monarchy would result in all kinds of abuses by their kings.]

1 Kings 3
Solomon Requests Wisdom (1-15)
1 Now Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and married Pharaoh’s daughter [______ years after the slavery ended, Egypt and Israel are allies]
3 And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David, except that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high places [The scriptures say that Solomon loved two things in his life: the ‘________’ (1 Kings 3:3), and ‘many foreign __________’ (1 Kings 11:1)].
7 Have you ever had a job where you did not know what you were doing?
9 Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart [a __________________ heart] to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?”

Solomon’s Wise Judgment (16-28)

Apply (What is the point?)
1. It takes wisdom to lead well (a heart that is strong enough to do right once right is known)
2. God is not in a hurry (we never get away with anything)
3. God works in spite of our sin and our attempts to ‘help’ His will be accomplished

Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Esther Archer: Ask God for wisdom then practice using it
2. Live in the knowledge that God will make it all right in the end (and do not help God)
3. Confess ______________ (sin only gets worse)
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The Fall of Israel: Solomon’s Temple
Preview: Pictures & Passages
God devotes half of the book of 1 Kings to the life of Solomon. Why? All of scripture points us to Christ and Solomon typifies Christ in several ways. The wisdom he is most famous for points us to Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God (1 Corinthians 1:30). Solomon’s fame, glory, wealth, and honor foreshadow Christ in His kingdom (Daniel 7, Zechariah 2). Solomon’s rule brings knowledge, peace, and worship (Micah 4, Isaiah 2). However, it was, is, and always shall be about Jesus. During His first coming to earth, Jesus said of Himself, “A greater than Solomon is here” (Matthew 12:42).
· 1 Kings 1-2: Appointment and solidification of Solomon as king
· 1 Kings 3-4: Wisdom and administration of Solomon
· 1 Kings 5-6: Construction of the temple
· 1 Kings 7: Construction of the temple furnishings (small portion about Solomon’s house)
· 1 Kings 8: Dedication of the temple

Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Kings 8:1-9:9 (Author = Unknown)
1 Kings 8
The Ark Brought into the Temple (1-13)
1-2 Solomon calls the who’s who of Israel to Jerusalem to dedicate the temple and worship Yahweh
3-9 The ark is transferred to the Holy of Holies in the temple
10-11 Shekinah Glory fills the temple. God has acknowledged His acceptance of the work done for His glory.
12-21 Solomon breaks out preaching. He praises God before the people for what God (not Solomon) has done. He reminds the people of God’s faithfulness in delivering them from bondage and His continued faithfulness in fulfilling His promises.
Solomon’s Speech at Completion of the Work (13-21)

Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication (22-53)
22-54 Solomon prays. Solomon humbles himself before God and the congregation of Israel (verse 54.) He focuses on four things: who God is (Forgiver of sin), what God has done (delivered them—also from sin), what God does (forgives sin), and what God is going to do for His chosen people (forgive sin.)
Solomon Blesses the Assembly (54-61)
54-61 Solomon’s challenge to the people: Walk with God! Verse 58 is key in that it is not our work or effort, but God’s.
Solomon Dedicates the Temple (62-66)
62-66 Rejoicing of Israel. When the king got excited about God, the people got excited about God. Attitudes (including worship) are contagious. You will incite people to do what you put your heart to. Are you inciting your circle of influence to draw unto God, or are you leading them away?

1 Kings 9
God’s Second Appearance to Solomon (1-9)
1-9 God comes again to Solomon and this time reiterates His promise in the Davidic Covenant

Apply (What is the point?)
1. God is faithful
2. God desires our worship
3. It is all about Jesus and always will be

So what about the temple?
1.	The temple is a big Old Testament neon sign pointing to Christ.
· The altar reminds us He is our sacrifice.
· The basin of water reminds us that He has cleansed us. He has made us clean.
· The table of showbread reminds us He is the Bread of Life.
· The altar of incense reminds us He stands constantly before the Father making intercession for us.
· The menorah reminds us He is the light of the world.
2.	We are His temple today. How are we taking care of that temple where He currently resides?
3.	There are two more times of temple worship yet on God’s agenda. The next event on God’s calendar is the rapture. Following that is the tribulation; a seven-year period of judgment from God.

Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Know scripture and study
2. Worship God
3. Let others in on it
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[bookmark: _Hlk325792347]The Fall of Israel: Elijah and the Prophets of Baal
Preview: What kind of God?
100 years after Solomon, idol worship is normal and supported by the monarchy in Israel. At this point, Israel has split into two kingdoms (today’s text is in reference to the northern kingdom).
As always, God preserves men and women to serve as a remnant in His service. Elijah fills a part of that role in today’s text and is encouraged through a variety of God’s creative means.
Key thought: God’s plan will be done and He will __________________ those that do it
Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 1 Kings 16:29-19:18 (Author = Unknown)
1 Kings 16
Ahab Reigns in Israel (29-34)
30 Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all who were before him.
32 Coffman: The worship of Baal was officially installed as the ________________ religion

1 Kings 17
Elijah Proclaims a Drought (1-7)
3-4 Never underestimate God’s creativity to ______________. What kind of God sustains a prophet with ravens? Jehovah does
6 Jehovah is an on ________ God
Elijah and the Widow (8-16)
9 What kind of God provides for a prophet through the hand of a widow?
14 What kind of God gives these kinds of gifts away?
Elijah Revives the Widow’s Son (17-24)
18 So she said to Elijah, “What have I to do with you, O man of God? Have you come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to kill my son?” [She believed in a quid pro quo God (i.e., do-good- get-good, do-bad-get-bad theological belief)]
22 What kind of a God brings the dead back to life? (see John 11:1-4 for the ‘why’)
24 Sometimes, God will use someone to bless you so you can be a ________________ in return
1 Kings 18
Elijah’s Message to Ahab (1-19)
18-19 Elijah is not __________________________ to the king
Elijah’s Mount Carmel Victory (20-40)	
21 There are only ______ choices in life: to follow God or not to follow God
28 Coffman: The superstition existed that the blood of priests was especially virtuous in constraining the deity to action
36 ______ is the hero of Elijah’s prayer
38 What kind of God consumes stones and dust?
The Drought Ends (41-46)

1 Kings 19
Elijah Escapes from Jezebel (1-10)
4 Which other Bible prophet does this sound like? __________
7 What kind of God comes back for us a second time?
7  The journey was only ______ miles away
8 What kind of God prepares us for the wilderness?
God’s Revelation to Elijah (11-18)
11-12 What kind of God brings strong winds, breaks rocks, makes an earthquake, creates a fire, and speaks in a still small voice to let us know we are not alone?
13 Does this repetition of questions remind you of anyone? __________
16 Coffman: God teaches here that there is no such thing as a NECESSARY man; man, even at his best estate, is altogether vanity; but God is all in all. God buries His workmen, but His ________ goes on.
 17 What kind of God keeps 7,000 faithful servants in reserve?
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Apply (What is the point?)
1. Instant obedience is kind of obedience God desires
2. God ________ accomplish His will in creative ways
3. God will sometimes be very patient with His servants
Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Obey immediately
2. Remember the kind of God we serve
3. Esther Archer: Listen for the voice of God and be willing to act when He does speak

The Fall of Israel: The Fall of Jerusalem
Preview: This Changes Everything
Have you ever been reading a book and you got to a pivotal plot change that the author only spent a short amount of time on? 2 Kings 25 is that chapter in the Bible. 
__________________ things are easy to overlook and we can easily become complacent with the fact that we are going through the motions. For example, Bible reading and prayer do not exist for themselves. They exist for us to gain a deeper relationship with God. 
Like a parent that has finally had enough of a disobedient child, God takes Israel to the woodshed—and it is not pretty. Sin is always messy, God is patient, and we will always reap what we sow.
Key thought: Always be __________ to the important things (in Bible study and in life)

Read & Explain (What does it mean?): 2 Kings 25 (Author = Unknown)
The Fall and Captivity of Judah (1-21)
1 Now it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month [about ______ B.C.—four hundred years after Solomon set up the high places], that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against Jerusalem and encamped against it

7 Then they killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, put out the eyes of Zedekiah [the last thing king Zedekiah saw was the ____________ of his children]

9 He burned the house of the LORD and the king’s house [Nebuzaradan is the Old Testament equivalent of ______________ burning Atlanta. Priceless treasures can be lost in ______ day.]

 10 And all the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down the walls of Jerusalem all around. [The breaking down of the wall effectively destroyed Jerusalem’s ability to ____________ herself in the future]

11 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive the rest of the people who remained in the city and the defectors who had deserted to the king of Babylon, with the rest of the multitude [Disobedience always leads to ______________]
12 But the captain of the guard left some of the poor of the land as vinedressers and farmers [God’s story is never without hope and never ________. Don’t let the ____________ be burned to the ground.]

Gedaliah Made Governor of Judah (22-26)
22 Then he [Nebuchadnezzar] made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, governor over the people who remained in the land of Judah [John Wesley (on Gedaliah): A righteous and good man, and a friend to the prophet Jeremiah]

25 But it happened in the seventh month that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal family, came with ten men and struck and killed Gedaliah [some would rather be ____________ than ________], the Jews, as well as the Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah.

Jehoiachin Released from Prison (27-30)
27-30 Thus ends of the book of Kings

Challenge: Stay alert

Apply (What is the point?)
1. Important things are often easily overlooked
2. Even when punishing His people, God always has a remnant
3. God’s story is __________ over—there is always hope

Personalize (What do I do with that?)
1. Get the big __________ in the jar
2. Remain faithful
3. The ______ is coming again
Creation
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